A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE 
WORLD:  IN  HIS 
BRITANNIC  MAJESTY’S 
SLOOP,  RESOLUTION, 
COMMANDED  BY... 

Georg  Forster 


lil 

Digitized  by  Google 


Digitized  by  Google 


CA 

VOYAGE 

ROUND  THE 

WORLD, 

I N 

His  Britannic  Majesty’s  Sloop,  Resolution, 

\ 

commanded  by  Capt.  James  Cook,  during  the  Years  177a,  3,  4,  and  j. 

By  GEORGE  FORSTER,  F.  R.  S. 

Member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Madrid,  and  of  the  Society  for  promoting 
Natural  Knowledge  at  Berlin. 


vol.  n. 

Mobdisenim  et  inquieta  mens  hotnini  data  ell;  nunquam  fe  tenet:  fpargitur,  ct  cogifatinnes 
funs  in  omnia  nota  aique  ignota  dimittit ; vaga  et  quietii  impatient,  et  novitatc  return  I*. 
tiiKma.  Slkeca. 


LONDON, 

Printed  for  B.  White,  Fleet-Street ; J,  Robson,  Bond-Street-,  P.  Elmsly,  Strand ; 
and  G.  Robinson,  P.itcr-noRcr-Row. 

M DCCLXXY1I. 

:-°j  I / C 


Digitized  by  Google 


j S'.unsUlij'int  | 

l MOXCEEM  J 


Digitized  by  Google 


CONTENTS. 


BOOK 


If. 


Chap.  V.  Run  from  Eafter  IJland  to  the  Marguefas, — Stay  in  Madre 
de  Dios  Harbour,  on  tV ait  a boo.  Courfe from  thence  through  the  Low 
JJlands  to  'Tabeitee, p.  1 

Chap.  VI.  An  Account  of  our  fecond  Vifst  to  the  IJland  of  O-’tahei- 
tee, 


Chap.  Vtt.  ‘The fecond  Stay  at  the  Society  IJland s. 


JJA 


Chap.  VIII.  Run  from  the  Society  to  the  Friendly  IJlands,  j 59. 

BOOK  III. 

Chap.  I.  An  Account  of  our  Stay  at  MalUcollo,  and  Dfcovery  of  th 

New  Hebrides,  199 

Chap.  II.  Account  of  our  Stay  at  Fauna,  and  Departure  from  the 
New  Hebrides, 262 

Chap.  III.  Dfcovery  of  New  Caledonia. — Account  of  our  Stay  there. 
— Range  along  the  Coajl  to  our  Departure.— D fcovery  of  Norfolk 
IJland.— Return  to  New  Zeeland, 377 

Chap.  IV.  ‘third  and  laft  Stay  at  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound  in  New 
Zeeland, 44  g. 

Chap. 


Digitized  by  Google 


CONTENTS. 


Chap.  V.  The  Courfefrom  New  Zeeland  to  Titrra  del  Fuego.—Stay 
at  Cbrjftmas  Harbour, 4.81 

Chap.  VI.  Stay  at  the  New  Tear's  I /lands, — Difcovery  of  Lands  to 
the  Southward. — Return  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 512 

Chap.  VII.  Second  Stay  at  tbe  Cape  of  Good  Hope,— Run  from  thence 
to  tbe  IJlands  of  St.  Helena  and  Afcenfiott, $48 

Chap.  VIII.  Run  from  from  Afcenfion  pa/i  the  IJland  of  Fernando 
da  Noronba,  to  the  Azores.— Stay  at  Fayal.— Return  to  England, 

1Z2 


ERRATA  of  the  SECOND  VOLUME. 

?.  40.  T.  3.  ftr  mild  retuf  wild, 

1(0.  in  tbe  note,  dtU  Dr.  Hunter,  in  tbe  Phil.  Tranf. 

443.  in  the  note,  /er  rtad  &!*■?*» 

347. 1.  jo  accompanid  accompanied. 


Digitized  by  Google 


^ MOKBEI  ) 


A 


VOYAGE 

ROUND  THE 

WORLD. 

BOOK  u. 

CHAP.  V. 

Run  from  Eajitr  IJlanA  to  the  Marquefai — Stay  in  Madre-de-Dios  har- 
bour on  Jlraitaboo — Courfe  from  thence  through  the  Low  I/lands  It 
Taheitee. 


TH  E breeze  with  which  we  failed  from  Eafter  Ifland 
was  fo  gentle,  that  we  were  (till  in  fight  of  it  the 
next  day  at  noon,  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  leagues.  The 
weather  was  rather  fultry,  and  captain  Cook  relapfed  into  his 
former  bilious  diforder,  by  having  exerted  himfclf  too  much 
on  (hore,  during  the  violent  heat  of  noon.  All  thofe  who 
had  been  on  the  long  excurfion  acrofs  the  ifland,  had  their 
faces  bliftered  by  the  fun,  and  extremely  painful  in  propor- 
tion as  the  lkin  peeled  off.  The  (hort  flay  near  the  land, 
and  the  ufe  of  a few  vegetables  from  thence,  had  greatly 
reftored  to  their  health  thofe  who  were  aflli&ed  with  the 
Vox..  II.  B fcurvy 
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maYch.  fcurvy  before ; and  feveral,  though  exceflivcly  weak,  felt  no 
inconvenience  at  prefent.  It  is  true,  the  little  fupply  at 
Eadcr  Ifland  ferved  only  as  a whet  to  our  appetite,  and 
made  us  all  extremely  eager  in  our  wiflics  of  reaching  the 
Marqucfas  of  Mendoza,  whither  we  now  directed  our  courfe. 
Very  fortunately  for  us  the  wind  frefhened  the  next  day, 
and  continued  fo  for  fomc  time,  giving  life  to  our  hopes, 
and  infpiring  more  chearfulnefs  than  we  had  known  for 
ibme  months  pad. 

In  a few  days,  however,  we  were  much  alarmed  to  find 
feveral  people  fickcning  again,  and  particularly  complaining 
of  condipations  and  bilious  diforders,  which  arc  deadly  in 
hot  climates.  Among  thefe  was  our  excellent  furgeon 
himfclf,  whofc  illnefs  gave  us  more  pain  than  almoft  any 
thing  elfc.  The  mod  unlucky  circumdancc  was,  that  the 
patients  could  not  eat  the  potatoes  which  we  had  brought 
from  the  fhore,  becaufc  they  were  too  flatulent  for  their 
weakened  flomachs. 

ThurlJ^y  14.  A calm  which  happened  on  the  24th,  our  latitude  being 
about  1 7 0 fouth,  was  very  difagrceablc  to  the  fick,  and 
brought  fomc  of  them  very  low.  Captain  Cook  himfelf  was 
obliged  to  keep  his  bed  again,  being  afllitflcd  with  fome 
alarming  fymptoms.  However  the  wind  returned  in  the 
afternoon,  and  frelhening  confiderably  in  a day  or  two, 
cooled  the  air  very  pleafantly.  This  weather  was  very  fa- 
lutary  to  all  the  bilious  patients  j fo  that  they  appeared  on 
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deck,  and  walked,  or  rather  crawled  about,  though  exceed- 
ingly emaciated. 

My  father  ordered  his  Tahcitian  dog,  the  only  one  which 
Rill  remained  alive  after  our  departure  from  the  Friendly 
Iflands,  to  be  killed ; it  was  cut  into  quarters,  which  were 
ferved  up  to  captain  Cook  during  fevcral  days,  and  gave 
him  fome  nouriihment,  as  he  could  not  venture  to  tafte  the 
fhip’s  provifions.  By  fuch  fmall  helps  we  fucceeded  in  pre- 
ferving  a life  upon  which  the  fuccefs  of  the  voyage  in  a 
great  mcafure  depended. 

We  daily  faw  Tropic  birds  and  ihcarwaters  after  leaving 
Eafter  lfland,  and  frightened  many  flroals  of  flying  fiih  out 
of  the  water.  Thcfe  fiih  were  remarkably  numerous  on 
the  27  th,  when  we  faw  none  but  fmall  ones,  the  largeft  not 
exceeding  the  length  of  a finger,  and  the  lead  fcarcely  fo 
long  as  one  of  its  joints.  Our  latitude  that  day,  at  noon, 
was  1 3 0 13'  fourh. 

Since  the  calm  on  the  24th  we  had  a fine  fteady  gale 
from  the  eaftward,  which  fpeeded  our  courfe  prodigioufly. 
The  weather  in  general  was  fcrenc,  and  the  colour  of  the 
ocean  a fine  rich  blue,  bearing  always  a confiderable  rela- 
tion to  that  of  the  iky.  Dolphins,  bonitos,  and  iharks  ap- 
peared from  time  to  time,  and  various  birds  at  war  with 
flying  filhes  enlivened  the  feene.  To  add  to  our  comfort, 
the  heat  of  the  fun  became  perfectly  agreeable  to  us,  being 
tempered  by  the  rapid  motion  of  the  air,  and  permitted  us 
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to  walk  about  the  decks  with  fame  fatisfa&ion.  Nothing 
lefs  was  wanting  to  keep  up  our  fainting  fpirits,  and  to 
ftrengthen  the  fick,  who  might  be  faid  to  feed  entirely 
upon  hope,  having  no  refrefhments  to  reftore  their  wafled 
flrength.  We  had  already  confumcd  all  the  vegetables  which 
had  been  purchafcd  at  Eafterlfland  ; nothing  therefore  re- 
mained, but  either  to  return  to  the  loathed  diet  of  falted 
meat,  of  which  the  juices  were  utterly  deftroyed,  by  lying 
in  pickle  for  three  years,  or  to  flarvc  on  a fmall  quantity 
of  bread,  if  the  ftomach  could  not  digeft  thofe  grofs  and 
unprofitable  fibres.  We  were  therefore  unanimous  in  our 
wi flics  of  a fpcedy  deliverance;  and  in  proportion  as  the 
breeze  flackencd  or  cncrcafcd,  the  thermometer  of  our  ex- 
pectations fluctuated  from  abjcCt  defpondencc  to  the  molt 
fanguinc  expectation.  All  our  books  which  treated  of 
Mendana’s  Voyages  were  confulted ; and  fincc  the  vague 
expreflions,  relative  to  the  difluncc  of  the  Marquefas  from 
Peru,  gave  us  full  fcope  for  conjecture,  every  day  produced 
a new  calculation  of  their  longitude.  For  the  fpace  of  five 
days  we  fucccflively  parted  over  the  different  pofitions  which 
our  new  geographers  had  allotted  to  thofe  iflands,  and  over- 
turned each  new  hypothefis,  not  without  fome  diverflon  to 

•A 

the  reft,  who  either  artfully  concealed  their  own  opinion,  or 
candidly  confefTed  that  the  data  were  too  uncertain  to  bear 
a fuperflructure.  During  this  courfc  we  enjoyed  fome 
beautiful  evenings,  and  particularly  obferved  the  fky  and 
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clouds  tinged  with  different  hues  of  green  by  the  fetting 
fun,  on  the  3d  of  April.  This  colour  has  been  obferved 
by  Frezier  before,  and  is  in  fat'!  nothing  extraordinary,  es- 
pecially if  the  air  happens  to  be  charged  with  vapours, 
which  is  frequently  the  cafe  between  the  tropics.  The 
fame  day  we  had  caught  a frnall  fucking  fifh,  adhering  to 
a flying  fifli,  with  which  we  had  baited  a hook : a proof 
that  thefe  little  creatures  are  not  always  fixed  to  fharks. 
The  fame  day  we  faw  a large  fllh  of  the  genus  of  rays, 
which  is  called  a fea  devil  by  fomc  authors.  It  pcrfetflly 
refcmbled  that  which  we  had  fecn  in  the  Atlantic,  on  the 
firft  of  September,  1772.  (See  vol.  I.  p.  47.)  The  num- 
ber of  terns,  tropic,  and  man  of  war  birds,  cncrcafed  around 
us  almolt  every  day,  as  we  ran  to  the  weftward,  and 
approached  the  iflands  which  we  expefted  to  find.  At 
laft,  on  the  6 th  of  April  in  the  afternoon,  we  had  fight 
of  a fmall  bluff  iiland  ; but  the  haze  which  involved  it, 
and  which  thickened  as  we  advanced,  prevented  our  ex- 
amining the  nature  of  the  land,  and  building  any  hopes  of 
refrelhment  on  its  appearance.  Quiros,  who  is  fuppofed 
to  have  written  the  account  of  the  voyage  of  the  Spanifli 
Adelentado  (or  captain-general)  Don  Alvaro  Mendana  de 
Neyra,  in  the  year  1595,  gives  a favourable  account  of 
the  group  of  iflands  difeovered  in  that  voyage,  which  were 
named  the  Illas  Marquefas  de  Mendofa,  in  honour  of  the 
viceroy  of  l’eru,  Don  Garcia  Hurtado  de  Mcndo^a^  marquis 
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of  Caficte,  who  had  fet  on  foot  that  expedition.  We  had  re- 
courfc  to  this  account,  in  order  to  gain  fome  information  re- 
lative to  the  land  which  now  engroflcd  all  our  attention. 
The  next  morning  we  flood  in-fliore,  and  though  the 
weather  ftill  continued  hazy,  we  foon  diftinguifhed  the  dif- 
ferent iflands  which  the  Spaniards  have  called  la  Dominica, 
St.  Pedro,  and  St.  Chriftina.  We  were  convinced  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  fmall  bluff  ifland  which  we  had  firft 
fallen  in  with,  had  not  been  feen  by  Mendana ; and  cap- 
tain Cook  gave  it  the  name  of  Hood’s  Ifland,  from  the  per- 
fon  who  firft  difeovered  it.  La  Dominica,  which  lay  neareft 
to  us,  was  a high  and  mountainous  ifland,  of  which  the 
N.  E.  point  was  very  fteep  and  barren;  but  farther  to  the 
north  we  obferved  fome  vallies  filled  with  trees,  amongft 
which  we  now  and  then  difeovered  a hut.  As  the  haze 
cleared  away,  wefaw  many  craggy  rocks  like  fpircs,  and  fe- 
veral  hollow  fummits  piled  up  in  the  centre  of  the  ifland, 
which  proved  that  volcanoes  and  earthquakes  had 
been  adtive  there  in  changing  the  face  of  the  country. 
All  its  eaflern  part  is  a ptodigious  fteep  and  almoft  per- 
pendicular wall,  of  a great  height,  which  forms  a fharp 
ridge,  (haltered  into  fpires  and  precipices.  St.  Pedro  is  a 
fmall  ifland,  of  very  moderate  elevation,  but  did  not  appear 
cither  fertile  or  populous.  St.  Chriftina,  the  weftermoft  of 
all,  had  the  mold  ptomifing  appearance ; and,  though  very 
high  and  fteep,  yet  had  feveral  vallies,  which  widened  to- 
wards 
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wards  the  fea,  and  were  covered  with  fine  forefts  to  the  AyR7* 
fummits  of  the  mountain.  About  three  o’clock  wc  entered 
the  ftraits,  between  the  fouth  end  of  Dominica,  and  the 
N.  E.  part  of  St.  Chriftina,  which  is  above  two  miles  wide. 

We  obferved  fome  plcafant  fpots  on  both  iflands,  between 
the  clefts  of  the  mountain  ; but  faw  no  plains,  like  thofc 
which  fo  greatly  cmbellifh  the  Society  Iflands.  The  fliorc 
of  St.  Chriftina  was,  however,  fufticicnt  to  revive  all  our 
fpirits,  and  infpired  that  cheerfulnefs  which  every  fertile 
and  pleafing  profpccl  gives  to  the  weary  mariner.  Wc 
palled  feveral  little  coves,  where  the  white  foaming  furf 
tumbled  in  upon  the  beach.  The  two  projecting  points  of 
every  cove  included  a valley,  filled  with  forefts  and  planta- 
tions, of  a pleafing  verdure.  On  every  beach  wc  faw  fome 
inhabitants  running  about,  or  gazing  at  our  fhip.  Some- 
times they  launched  their  canoes,  and  attempted  to  come 
after  us  ; but  a ftrong  breeze  carried  us  fo  fwiftly  through 
the  fmooth  water,  that  we  left  them  far  behind.  We  found 
a harbour  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  ifland,  which  looked  fo 
tempting,  that  we  eagerly  wiflred  to  come  to  an  anchor ; 
but  juft  as  we  were  turning  about,  in  order  to  run  into  it, 
a heavy  fquall  came  over  the  high  mountain  with  prodi- 
gious violence,  and  laid  the  fhip  on  her  fide,  fo  that  we 
fprung  our  mizen-topmaft,  and  narrowly  cfcaped  being 
driven  againft  the  fouthern  point  of  the  harbour.  After 
we  had  trimmed  our  fails  again,  we  tacked,  and  anchored 
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about  five  o’clock  in  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  During 
the  fquall,  about  fifteen  canoes,  putting  off  from  different 

parts  of  the  ifland,  came  near  the  (hip.  Some  were  dou- 

\ 

ble,  and  contained  fifteen  men  ; others,  on  the  contrary, 
were  fmall,  and  had  from  three  to  feven  men.  As  foon 
as  we  were  at  anchor,  we  invited  the  natives,  by  every 
fign  of  friendfliip,  and  by  addrefling  them  in  the  Taheitian 
language,  to  come  on  board.  This  they  did  not  venture 
to  do  ; but  at  firft  they  brought  their  canoes  clofc  along- 
fidc,  and  offered  us  fome  pepper-roots,  which  were  doubt- 
lefs  figns  of  peace,  as  at  the  Society  and  Friendly  lflands. 
After  we  had  fattened  thefe  roots  to  the  (hrouds,  they  fold 
us  a few  fifli  in  exchange  for  nails,  and  likewife  fome  ex- 
cellent large  bread-fruit,  perfectly  ripe,  at  fight  of  which 
our  whole  (hip’s  company  expreffed  the  greateft  marks  of 
joy  in  their  countenances. 

The  natives  about  us  were  a well-made,  handfome  peo- 
ple, of  a good  yellowifli  or  tawny  colour,  but  looked  al- 
mod  black,  by  being  punftured  over  the  whole  body. 
They  were  all  naked,  having  only  a fmall  piece  of  cloth, 
perfectly  refembling  that  made  bv  the  people  of  Taheitee, 
round  their  waift  and  loins.  Their  beards  and  hair  were 
of  a fine  jetty  black,  and  their  language  much  nearer  the 
Taheitian,  than  any  other  dialedl  in  the  South  Sea,  with 
this  difference,  that  they  could  not  pronounce  the  r.  Their 
canoes  were  thin,  and  formed  of  boards  (lightly  fewed  to- 
gether, 
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gethcr,  and  their  paddles  were  made  like  thofe  of  Tahcitee, 
with  a knob  at  the  end.  We  continually  enquired  for 
hogs,  and  told  them  to  bring  us  fome  ; and  towards  night 
we  had  the  fatisfattion  to  fee  a pig  along-fide,  which  we 
purchafed  for  a knife.  As  foon  as  it  was  dark,  the  canoes 
retired,  according  to  the  general  cuftom  of  all  the  nations 
in  the  South  Sea  we  had  hitherto  feen,  on  whom  the  no- 
velty of  an  European  fliip  cannot  prevail  to  wake  a Angle 
night.  The  vallies  in  our  harbour  were  very  full  of  trees, 
and  every  part  anfwcrcd  the  graphical  defeription  which  the 
Spaniards  have  given,  and  by  which  we  were  well  con- 
vinced that  their  harbour  of  Mzdrc  de  Dios  was  the  fame 
where  we  had  anchored  *.  Its  fituation,  deduced  from 
aflronomical  obfervation,  is  in  9 s s'  S.  latitude,  and  139’ 

8'  W.  longitude.  We  faw  many  fires  through  the  trees, 
at  a great  diftance  from  the  water,  and  concluded  the 
country  to  be  well  inhabited.  The  next  morning  early  we  TiU*yt. 
had  a full  view  of  the  land,  clear  of  the  clouds  which  refted 
on  it  in  the  evening.  On  the  fouth  fide  rifes  a peak,  which 
is  very  craggy  and  inacceffible.  All  the  north  fide  is  a 
black,  burnt  hill,  of  which  the  rock  is  vaulted  along  the 
fea-fhore,  and  the  top  clad  to  the  fummit  with  a fhrubbery 
of  cafuarinas.  But  the  bottom  of  the  harbour  is  filled  up 
with  a very  high  ridge,  level  at  top,  and  refembling  the 

• See  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  Collection,  vol.  I.  p.  66. 
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Table  mountain  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  Several  vallics, 
perfectly  filled  with  trees,  lead  up  from  two  beaches  to  the 
very  fummit  of  the  mountain,  which  appears  excdfively 
flcep.  Along  its  uppermofi  edge  we  faw  a row  of  flakes  or 
pallifadocs,  clofely  connected  together,  like  a fortification, 
within  which,  by  the  help  of  our  glafles,  we  difeerned 
fomething  like  huts.  Thefe  places  we  fuppofed  to  be  what 
the  Spaniards  have  called  intrenchments  ; but  they  bore  a 
great  refemblancc  to  the  hippas  of  the  New  Zcelanders, 
which  are  commonly  fituated  on  high  ridges,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  pallifadcs. 

The  natives,  encouraged  by  the  trade  which  we  had  be- 
gun the  evening  before,  came  off  in  fevcral  canoes,  foon 
after  fun-life,  and  brought  great  quantities  of  bread  fruit, 
which  we  bought  for  fmall  nails.  They  likewife  fold 
fomc  bananas,  and  traded  very  fair  for  fome  time,  but 
without  venturing  to  conic  on  board.  However,  after 
breakfaft,  it  appeared  that  their  difpofition  had  but  too 
much  fimilarity  with  that  of  the  Tahcitians.  Some  of 
them  began  to  deal  diflioneflly  with  us,  receiving  the  nail 
for  which  they  had  offered  a bread-fruit,  without  deliver- 
ing it  in  return.  The  captain,  to  intimidate  them,  fired  a 
mufket  over  their  heads.  This  had  the  defired  effect,  and 
they  immediately  handed  up  the  fruit  for  which  we  had 
bargained.  Some  others,  after  they  had  fold  their  goods, 
came  on  board  to  be  gazed  at,  and  to  gaze.  While  cap- 
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tain  Cook  prepared  to  go  into  his  boat  with  my  father,  one 
of  thefe  natives,  finding  the  large  iron  ftanchion  loofc,  to 
which  the  man-ropes  on  the  fhip’s  fide,  by  which  we  af- 
cendcd  or  descended,  were  fattened,  fnatched  it  up,  leaped 
overboard  with  it,  and,  notwithftanding  its  weight,  fwam 
with  great  agility  to  his  canoe,  where  he  fccured  it.  This 
hazardous  enterprize  being  reported  to  captain  Cook,  who 
was  juft  ftepping  into  the  boat,  he  ordered  a mulket  to  be 
fired  over  the  native’s  head,  wliilft  he  meant  to  come  round 
the  (hip,  to  recover  the  ftanchion.  The  muiket  was  fired, 
but  the  man  took  no  notice  of  it,  looking  about  him  with 
great  unconcern.  The  captain  hearing  it,  ordered  another 
to  be  fired,  and  put  olF  from  the  fhip.  The  fecond  ffiot 
had  no  other  efiTeft  than  the  firft  5 upon  which  an  officer, 
who  that  moment  came  upon  deck,  fnatched  up  a mulker, 
and  taking  cxaift  aim,  ffiot  the  man  through  the  head. 
His  companion  in  the  fame  canoe  inftantly  threw  the  iron 
into  the  fca,  which  had  been  the  caufc  of  this  unfortunate 
event.  The  captain  in  his  boat  came  up,  and  faw  the  ca- 
noe full  of  blood,  and  the  dead  corfe  lying  in  it.  The 
other  native  baled  the  blood  out  into  the  fea,  and  then  retired 
to  the  fhore  with  all  the  .other  canoes,  and  left  us  perfeiftly 
alone.  The  natives  on  the  beach  hauled  the  canoe  through 
the  furf,  and  carried  the  corfe  up  into  the  woods.  Pre- 
fcntly  after  we  heard  drums  beating,  and  faw  a confider- 
able  number  of  the  inhabitants  aflembled  on  the  beach, 

. C 2 with 


1 1 


ITT*. 

April. 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


with  fpears  and  clubs  in  their  hands,  which  had  a very 
unfriendly  appearance,  and  rather  feemed  to  threaten  that 
we  had  no  farther  rcfrefhments  to  expeid.  We  cannot  but 
lament,  that  the  time  in  which  this  man  was  killed,  by  a 
perfon  who  was  ignorant  of  the  nature  of  his  offence,  did 
not  admit  of  any  previous  confideration.  The  firft  difeo- 
verers  and  conquerors  of  America  have  often,  and  very  de- 
fervedly,  been  ftigmatifed  with  cruelty,  becaufe  they  treated 
the  wretched  nations  of  that  continent,  not  as  their  bre- 
thren, but  as  irrational  beads,  whom  it  was  lawful  to  (hoot 
for  diverfion  ; and  yet,  in  our  enlightened  age,  prejudice 
and  ralhnefs  have  often  proved  fatal  to  the  inhabitants  of 
the  South  Sea.  Mahine  burd  into  tears,  when  he  faw 
one  man  killing  another  on  fo  trifling  an  occafion.  Let 
his  feelings  put  thofe  civilized  Europeans  to  the  blufli, 
who  have  humanity  fo  often  on  their  lips,  and  fo  feldom 
in  their  hearts  ! 

Captain  Cook,  knowing  the  weak  condition  of  his  crew, 
was  unwilling  to  relinquifh  the  hope  of  procuring  refrefh- 
raents  at  this  ifland  ; and  therefore,  after  directing  the  (hip 
to  be  removed  deeper  into  the  harbour,  fele&cd  a party  of 
marines  and  failors,  and  landed  under  the  vaulted  rocks  to 
the  northward,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sparrman,  Mahine,  my 
father,  and  myfelf.  A great  troop  of  the  natives,  confiding 
of  more  than  a hundred  men,  received  us  on  thefe  rocks 
with  fpears  and  clubs  in  their  hands,  of  which  they  did  not 
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attempt  to  make  any  ufc.  We  approached  them  with  de- 
monftrations  of  friendfhip,  which  they  returned ; and  our 
firft  requeft  was  that  they  fhould  fit  down,  to  which  they 
inftantly  agreed.  We  then  endeavoured  to  (hew  the  bed 
fide  of  what  had  happened,  and  acquainted  them  that  we 
had  only  fliot  at  one  of  their  countrymen,  becaufc  he  had 
made  free  with  our  property ; that  we  were  defirous  of  liv- 
ing as  friends  with  them  ; and  that  we  only  came  to  take  in 
wood,  water,  and  refrelhments,  for  which  we  had  nails, 
hatchets,  and  other  curious  articles  to  offer  in  return.  The 
natives  were  pacified  by  our  fpccious  reafonings  } they 
feemed  to  think  their  countryman  had  deferved  his  fate, 
and  conduced  us  round  the  beach  to  a fine  brook,  where 
we  cftablilhcd  our  waterers,  and  began  to  purchafe  fomc 
fruits,  which  were  at  firft  brought  down  very  fparingly. 
For  greater  fecurity,  the  marines  were  drawn  up  in  a line, 
under  arms,  and  our  return  to  the  water  fccurcd.  But  we 
had  no  occafion  for  thefe  precautions ; the  people  with 
whom  we  dealt  were  too  honeft  to  break  a peace  to  which 
they  had  confented,  and  of  too  gentle  a difpofition  to  re- 
venge the  death  of  a man  whom  they  could  not  entirely  ac- 
quit. In  a fhort  time  our  trade  went  on  more  brifkly,  and 
the  natives  came  down  with  loads  of  plantanes,  bananas, 
and  bread-fruit  from  the  hills,  which  they  fold  for  a trifling 
confideration  of  iron  ware. 
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Among  the  croud  we  faw  no  women,  they  having  pro- 
bably retired  to  the  mountains  on  the  fitfl.  alarm  ; but  there 
were  feme  men  better  armed  and  ornamented  than  the  reft, 
who  feemed  to  be  their  leaders.  They  were  all  without 
cloathing,  having  nothing  but  a {mail  piece  of  cloth  to 
cover  the  loins.  They  were  tall,  and  extremely  well 
limbed;  notone  of- them  unweildly  or  corpulent  like  a 
Tahcitian,  nor  meagre  and  Ihrivelled  like  a native  of  Eaftcr 
llland.  The  pundluation  which  almoft  entirely  covered  the 
men  of  a middle  age,  made  it  difficult  to  diftingulfh  their 
elegance  of  form  ; but  among  the  youths,  who  were  not  yet 
marked  or  tattowed,  it  was  cafy  to  difeover  beauties  fin- 
xrularly  flriking,  and  often  without  a blemiffi,  fuch  as  de- 
manded the  admiration  of  all  beholders.  Many  of  them 
might  be  placed  near  the  famous  models  of  antiquity,  and 
would  not  fufler  in  the  comparifon  : 

Qualis  aut  Nircus  fuit,  ant  aquofi 
Raptus  ab  Ida.  Hor. 

The  natural  colour  of  thefe  youths  was  not  quite  fo  daik 
as  that  of  the  common  people  in  the  Society  Iflcs;  but  the 
men  appeared  to  be  infinitely  blacker,  on  account  of  the 
pundtures  which  covered  their  whole  body,  from  head  to 
foot.  Thefe  pundtures  were  difpofed  with  the  utmoft  re- 
gularity ; fo  that  the  marks  on  each  leg,  arm,  and  check, 
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and  on  the  correfponding  mufcles,  were  exatdly  fimilar. 
They  never  affirmed  the  determinate  form  of  an  animal  or 
plant,  but  confided  of  a variety  of  blotches,  fpirals,  bars, 
chequers,  and  lines,  which  had  a mod  motley  appearance. 
Their  countenances  were  pleafing,  open,  and  full  of  viva* 
city ; their  eyes  were  large  and  dark-coloured  ; their  hair 
black,  curled,  and  drong  ; a few  excepted,  who  had  light- 
coloured  or  fandy  hair.  The  beard  however  was  thin  in 
general,  on  account  of  the  numerous  fears  of  punctures 
which  commonly  covered  that  part  of  the  face.  The  num- 
ber of  ornaments,  in  feme  meafurc,  might  be  faid  to  fup- 
ply  the  want  of  cloathing.  On  their  heads  many  of  them 
wore  a kind  of  diadem;  this  confided  of  a dat  bandage 
wrought  of  coco-nut  core,  on  the  outfide  of  which  fevcral 
round  pieces  of  mother  of  pearl,  fome  of  them  five  inches 
in  diameter,  were  fixed,  covered  in  the  middle  with  a plate 
of  tortoife  fhell,  perforated  like  fret  work.  Several  tufts  of 
long,  black,  and  gloffy  cock’s  feathers  formed  the  plumes 
to  this  hcad-drefs,  which  was  really  beautiful  and  noble  in  its 
kind.  Some  wore  round  coronets  of  the  fmall  ligulated 
feathers  of  the  man  of  war  bird,  and  others  a circle,  from 
whence  fcveral  ranges  of  twided  firings  of  coco  nut  core, 
about  two  inches  long,  either  of  the  natural  colour,  or  dyed 
black,  diverged  round  the  head.  In  their  cars  they  fomc- 
times  placed  two  flat  pieces  of  a light  wood,  of  an  oval 
fliape,  about  three  inches  long,  covering  the  whole  car,  anti 
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painted  them  white  with  lime.  Their  leaders  wore  a kind 
of  gorget  round  the  neck,  or  rather  on  the  bread ; it  confid- 
ed of  fmall  portions  of  a light  wood,  like  cork,  glued  to- 
gether with  gum,  in  a femicircular  form  ; a quantity  of 
fcarlet-beans  (abrus  precatorius,  Linn.j  are  glued  all  round  it 
with  the  fame  gum,  forming  a great  number  of  rows,  of 
the  length  of  two  or  three  inches.  Thofe  who  were  not 
polTefifed  of  this  glaring  ornament,  at  lead  wore  a firing 
round  the  neck,  and  fafiened  it  to  a piece  of  Ihell,  which  was 
cut  and  polilhed  in  the  fhape  of  a large  tooth.  They  were 
alfo  fond  of  having  bunches  of  human  hair  tied  on  a firing 
round  their  waift,  arms,  knees,  and  ancles.  All  thefe  orna- 
ments they  freely  parted  with  for  a trifling  confideration, 
except  the  laft,  which  they  valued  very  highly,  though  they 
were  the  ufual  refidencc  of  many  vermin.  It  is  probable  that 
thefe  bunches  of  hair  were  worn  in  remembrance  of  their 
dead  relations,  and  therefore  looked  upon  with  fome  venera- 
tion ; or  clfe  they  may  be  the  fpoils  of  their  enemies,  worn 
as  the  honourable  teftimonics  of  vi&ory.  However  a large 
nail,  or  fomething  which  ftruck  their  eyes,  commonly  got 
the  better  of  their  fcruples. 

After  we  had  made  thefe  obfervations  on  the  people  who 
furrounded  us,  we  left  the  beach,  and  rambled  through  the 
woods  at  a fhort  diftance  from  captain  Cook’s  ftation,  col- 
lecting fcvcral  plants,  of  which  we  had  feen  the  greateft 
part  at  the  Society  Iflands.  As  we  did  not  care  to  advance 
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far  into  the  country  the  firft  day,  we  confined  ourfelves  to 
the  low  land,  which  bordered  upon  the  beach,  and  which 
we  found  entirely  uninhabited.  However  we  met  with  a 
number  of  fquarc  compartments  among  the  trees,  laid  out 
with  great  flones,  mollly  of  a regular  fquarc  figure ; which 
we  afterwards  learnt,  were  the  foundations  of  their  lioufes. 
It  may  be  conjectured  from  thence,  that  thefe  places  have 
been  abandoned,  on  account  of  fomc  inconvenience  of  the 
ground  ; or  that  they  are  only  made  ufe  of  at  certain  fea- 
fons.  All  this  part  was  dcftiiute  of  plantations,  and  co- 
vered with  foreft-trees,  fomc  of  which  feemed  to  be  very 
good  timber.  The  natives  did  not  attempt  to  flop  us,  and 
left  us  to  purfue  our  walk  entirely  by  ourfelves.  A little 
hill,  covered  with  long  grafs  up  to  our  middle,  and  broken 
into  a perpendicular  wall  to  the  fea,  juts  forward,  and  di- 
vides this  beach  from  another  to  the  fouthward.  On  the 
north  fide  of  this  hill  we  found  a fine  fpring  of  clear  water, 
in  the  very  place  where  the  Spanifh  navigators  have  deferibed 
it,  which  gufhes  out  of  the  rock,  and  is  collected  in  a little 
bafon,  from  whence  it  flows  into  the  fea.  A brook  runs 
down  from  the  higher  hills  clofe  to  it ; another  more  con- 
fidcrable  defeends  on  the  middle  of  the  beach,  and  fupplied 
us  with  water}  and  again  another  is  to  be  met  with  in  the 
northern  corner.  This  ifland  is  therefore  extremely  well 
watered  } and  the  vegetation,  as  well  as  the  inhabitants, 
evidently  derive  great  benefit  from  it  in  this  hot  climate. 
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Wc  foon  returned  to  the  trading  place  with  our  acquifitions, 
and  converfed  with  the  natives,  who  had  now  fo  far  laid 
alide  their  diflruft,  as  to  part  with  their  arms  to  us  for  our 
iron  tools.  Thefe  weapons  were  all  made  of  the  club- 
wood,  or  cafuarina*,  and  were  cither  plain  fpears,  about 
eight  or  ten  feet  long,  or  clubs,  which  commonly  had  a 
large  knob  at  one  end.  Captain  Cook  had  been  very  fuc- 
ccfsful  in  the  meanwhile,  having  procured  a great  quantity 
of  fruit  and  feveral  hogs,  with  all  which  we  embarked  in 
our  boats  at  noon.  The  weather  which  had  been  very 
warm  on  fltore,  was  really  much  cooler  on  board,  where  the 
wind  came  down  in  flrong  gulls  from  the  mountains, 
fometimes  attended  with  fmall  fhowers. 

In  the  afternoon  I remained  on  board,  but  my  father  ac- 
companied the  captain  on  fhore,  and  went  up  the  hill  a little 
way  to  a wretched  hut ; but  finding  no  inhabitants  there, 
who  had  probably  been  alarmed  by  their  (hooting  at 
birds,  he  put  feveral  nails  on  a few  bread-fruit,  which  he  faw 
clofc  to  the  hut,  and  then  defeended  to  the  beach  with  fome 
botanical  acquifitions. 

Seven  canoes  arrived  about  the  (hip  from  La  Dominica 
the  next  morning,  whilft  feveral  others  from  St.  Chriftina 
went  up  the  ftrait.  The  former  feemed  to  be  of  the  fame 
nation  with  thofe  with  whom  we  were  already  ac- 


* The  Taheitians  call  it  tia9  which  fienifics  war,  bccaufe  it  furniflies  the  in- 
firumeots  of  bloodshed, 
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quainted,  and  brought  the  fame  fruits  to  fell,  which  jfriii.. 
we  had  purchafed  in  this  ifland.  We  went  on 
fhore  after  breakfaft,  and  found  our  friendly  natives  af- 
fembled  on  the  beach.  Among  them  was  a chief,  who 
was  drefled  in  a cloak  manufactured  of  the  paper-mul- 
berry bark,  like  the  Taheitian  cloth,  and  who  wore  the  dia- 
dem, the  gorget,  the  ear-pendants,  and  bunches  of  hair. 

We  learnt  that  this  man  was  the  king  of  the  whole  ifland, 
though  he  had  not  great  refpeCt  fliewn  him.  He  pre- 
fented  captain  Cook  with  fome  fruits  and  hogs,  and  conti- 
nued in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  people  the  whole  day. 

He  acquainted  us  that  his  name  was  Honoo  *,  and  that  lie 
was  be-ka-ai,  which  was  doubtlefs  a title  correfponding 
to  the  arcc  of  Taheitce,  and  areekee  of  the  Friendly  Iflands. 

He  feemed  to  be  a very  good-natured,  intelligent  man,  a 
character  fo  prevalent  in  his  countenance,  that  Mr.  Hodges, 
who  drew  his  picture,  could  not  fail  of  exprefling  it,  as 
may  be  feen  in  the  print  of  him,  in  captain  Cook’s  ac- 
count of  this  voyage.  We  enquired  for  the  name  of  this 
ifland  and  the  adjacent  ones,  and  found  that  St.  Chriftina 
was  called  Waitahoo,  La  Dominica  Heeyaroa,  and  St. 

Pedro  Onateyo.  Mahinc,  who  was  exceflively  fond  of 

* This  word  Signifies  a turtle,  or  fea-tortoife,  in  the  Taheitian  language; 
it  is  therefore  probable  that  the  names  of  thefe  people  fometimes  arc  taken  from 
animals,  like  thofe  of  the  North- American  Indians.  In  the  fame  manner  0-Tce, 
the  name  of  the  king  of  T aheitce,  fignifies  a heron. 
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thcfe  people,  on  account  of  the  va(l  fimilarity  between  their 
manners,  language  and  perfons,  and  thofe  of  his  nation, 
was  continually  engaged  in  converfaiion  with  them,  and 
purchafcd  a great  number  of  their  ornaments.  He  fhewed 
them  many  cufloms  of  his  country,  with  which  they  were 
unacquainted,  and  among  thefe  was  the  method  of  light- 
ing a fitc,  by  rubbing  together  the  dry  flicks  of  the  bibifats 
tiliaceus,  to  which  they  were  extremely  attentive.  Captain 
Cook  found  a great  quantity  of  vegetables,  fomc  fowls 
and  hogs,  at  the  trading  place,  which  he  purchafcd  for 
fmall  nails,  knives,  pieces  of  cloth,  &c.  The  red  feathers 
of  Tonga-Tabboo,  or  Amfterdam  Ifland,  were  likewife  in 
great  repute  here,  and  the  natives  gave  many  head-drefles, 
and  other  ornaments,  in  exchange  for  them.  Wc  faw  only 
one  woman  this  day,  who  fat  down  in  the  circle  of  her 
countrymen,  and  was  drefl'ed  in  a piece  of  cloth  made  of 
bark,  like  the  women  of  the  Society  Iflands.  She  was  an 
elderly  woman,  and  fcarce  diflinguifhablc  from  a Tahcitian. 
Wc  walked  this  day  about  a mile  and  a half,  on  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  rivulet.  After  eroding  a clear  fpot,  from  whence 
we  had  a full  profpeft  of  the  harbour,  we  entered  a thick 
wood,  where  we  faw  chiefly  the  ratta,  or  Taheitec  nut- 
trees  ( inocarpus  *)  which  grew  to  a confiderable  fize  and 
height,  and  fomc  fine  bread-fruit  trees  ; both  which  are 

• See  Forth  Nova  Genera  Plantar. 
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planted  in  the  plains  at  Taheitec,  the  heat  being  lefs  vio-  aV^l. 

lent  there  than  at  thefe  iflands.  At  lad  we  came  to  one 
of  the  huts  of  the  natives,  which,  in  comparifon  with  the 
lofty  houfes  of  the  Society  Iflands,  was  only  a wretched 
hovel.  It  was  placed  on  an  elevated  platform  of  ftones, 
which  were  not  fmooth  and  even  enough  to  form  a very 
comfortable  couch,  though  they  were  covered  with  mats. 

On  this  bafe  the  natives  had  eretfted  a quantity  of  bamboo- 
canes,  clofely  conneidcd  together,  between  five  and  fix  feet 
high,  above  which  the  roof  rofe  in  a ridge  at  top,  confift. 
ing  of  fmall  flicks,  thatched  with  the  leaves  of  the  bread- 
fruit and  ratta  tree.  The  whole  houfe  might  be  about  fif- 
teen feet  long,  and  eight  or  ten  feet  broad,  and  the  method 
of  placing  it  on  a foundation  of  ftones,  feemed  to  intimate 
that  the  country  is  fubjeft  to  heavy  rains  and  inundations 
at  certain  feafons.  We  faw  fomc  large  wooden  troughs 
here,  and  found  pieces  of  bread-fruit,  mixed  with  water, 
in  them.  Three  natives  appeared  near  the  hut,  who,  at 
our  defire,  went  down  about  a hundred  yards  to  the  brook, 
and  brought  us  fome  frefli  water  to  drink.  Having  re- 
warded them  for  their  readinefs  to  ferve  us,  we  walked  to 
the  beach,  and  from  thence  returned  on  board.  In  getting 
into  our  boat,  we  ran  the  greateft  rifk  in  the  world  of  be- 
ing overfet,  and  were  wetted  by  the  furf,  which  broke  upon 
the  rocks.  Mahine,  who  Hill  remained  on  fiiore,  plunged 
into  the  water,  and  fwam  to  the  boat,  to  prevent  our  cx- 
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pofing  ourfclvcs  once  more  to  the  fame  danger  in  taking 
him  in. 

Dr.  Sparrman  Raid  on  board  with  me  in  the  afternoon, 
deferibing  and  drawing  feme  plants  which  we  had  collected 
in  the  morning  ; but  my  father  returned  afhorc  with  the 
captain  to  the  fouthern  beach,  where  he  found  feveral  ha- 
bitations near  the  fea,  but  faw  no  women.  This  was  the 
fame  beach  to  which  the  natives  had  carried  the  dead  body 
of  their  countryman.  They  were  conduced  to  a houfe, 
which  had  been  that  unfortunate  man’s  dwelling,  and  faw 
feveral  hogs  there,  now  the  property  of  his  fon,  a youth  of 
fifteen  years,  to  whom  they  made  feveral  expiatory  pre- 
fents.  Our  people  enquired  for  his  female  relations,  but 
were  told  they  remained  on  the  top  of  the  mountain,  to 
weep  and  mourn  for  the  dead.  We  had  fome  rcafon  to 
fufpctfl,  from  this  account,  that  the  pallifades  or  enclofures 
along  the  top  of  the  rock,  furrounded  the  burying-places 
of  the  inhabitants.  The  captain  purchafed  a quantity  of 
fruit,  and  feveral  hogs,  at  this  beach  ; and  though  he  was 
in  the  midtl  of  the  relations  of  a man  whom  our  people 
had  killed,  he  did  not  perceive  the  leaft  animofity  or  fpirit 
of  revenge  amongft  them. 

The  next  morning  Dr.  Sparrman  went  on  fliore  with  me 
to  the  watering  place,  where  the  trade  for  provilions  was  very 
confidcrable.  Our  iron  ware  was  however  lowered  in  va- 
lue at  lead  two  hundred  per  cent,  fince  our  anchorage  in 
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the  harbour.  Our  fmall  nails,  which  they  had  eagerly 
taken  at  firft,  were  now  no  longer  current ; and  even  the 
large  ones  were  not  much  coveted.  Beads  were  not 
efleemed  at  all ; but  ribbons,  doth,  and  other  trifles  were 
more  agreeable.  Some  large  hogs  were  purchafed  for 
pieces  of  the  mulberry-bark,  covered  with  red  feathers, 
which  we  had  obtained  at  the  ifland  of  Amflerdam  or  Tonga- 
Tabboo. 

The  weather  was  exceedingly  hot  this  day,  for  which  rea- 
fon  many  of  the  inhabitants  made  ufe  of  large  fans  to  cool 
themfelves.  Thefe  fans,  of  which  they  fold  us  a great 
number,  were  formed  of  a kind  of  tough  bark  or  grafs, 
very  firmly  and  curioufly  plaited,  and  frequently  whitened 
with  (hell-lime.  Some  alfo  had  large  feathered  leaves, 
which  anfwered  the  purpofc  of  an  umbrella,  and  upon 
examination,  were  found  to  belong  to  the  corypha  umbracidi- 
fera,  Linn,  a kind  of  palm.  The  fans  are  rcprcfcntcd  on  a 
reduced  fcale  on  the  fame  plate,  with  the  hcad-drefles  o£ 
thefe  people,  and  inferted  in  captain  Cook’s  account  of  thi& 
voyage. 

Notwithftanding  the  immenfe  heat  of  the  day,  we  re- 
folved  to  afeend  the  mountain,  in  hopes  of  being  well  re- 
warded for  the  trouble,  by  the  difeoveries  wc  Ihould  make. 
The  pallifadcs  at  the  top  were  particularly  what  we  aimed 
at,  none  of  our  people  having  hitherto  any  idea  of  them. 
Mr.  Patton  and  two  other  gentlemen  were  of  the  party.  Wc 
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foon  crofled  the  fine  rivulet,  at  which  our  people  watered, 
and  followed  the  path  on  the  north  fide,  feeing  that  the 
gvcatell  number  of  inhabitants  had  come  down  from 
thence.  The  afeent  was  at  firfl  not  very  fatiguing  ; feve- 
ral  gentle  hills  formed  the  fore-ground,  which  were  almoft 
level  on  the  fummits,  and  contained  feveral  fpacious  planta- 
tions of  bananas,  in  excellent  order.  Thefe  fpots  always 
opened  upon  us  unexpectedly,  as  the  red  of  our  way  lay 
through  a clofc  tufted  wood  of  fruit  trees,  mixed  w ith 
other  forts,  extremely  pleafant  to  us,  on  account  of  the 
thick  and  cooling  fhade.  Here  and  there  we  met  with  a 
folitarv  coco-nut  palm,  which,  far  from  lifting  its  royal 
head  with  becoming  pride,  was  out-topped  and  hid  by 
meaner  trees.  In  general  thefe  trees  do  not  thrive  well 
upon  mountains,  preferring  a low  fituation  ; infomuch  that 
they  abound  upon  the  coral-ledges,  where  they  have  fcarcely 
foil  fufficicnt  to  take  root.  A few  natives  accompanied  us, 
and  fome  others  met  us  with  fruit,  which  they  carried  to 
our  trading  place.  In  proportion  as  we  afeenaed,  we  palled 
a number  of  their  houfes,  which  were  all  built  upon  an 
elevated  bafe  of  Hones,  and  exactly  upon  the  plan  of  that 
which  I have  deferibed,  page  21.  Some  of  them  feemed 
to  be  very  lately  built,  and  looked  very  clean  within  ; but  we 
could  not  difiinguifli  the  number  of  beds  in  them,  of  which 
the  Spaniards  make  mention,  and  fufpccled  that  they  only 
meant  diilercnt  mats  fpread  on  the  floor.  The  ground  be- 
came 
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came  much  deeper  and  rugged  as  \vc  advanced.  The  ri-  aV»JL. 
vulet  frequently  ran  in  a deep  glen,  on  the  brink  of  which 
the  path  was  rather  dangerous.  We  were  likewife  obliged 
to  crofs  the  water  fevcral  times  in  our  way  j but  always 
found  the  habitations  more  numerous  towards  the  top. 

We  reded  in  fevcral  places,  and  were  prefented  with  fruit 
and  a little  water  by  the  natives,  who  refembled  the  Ta- 
heitians  too  much  in  other  rcfpetfls,  to  be  unlike  them  in 
liofpitality.  We  never  faw  a Angle  deformed,  nor  even  ill- 
proportioned  man  among  them ; all  were  drong,  tall,  well- 
limbed,  and  atflive  in  the  greateft  degree.  The  nature  of 
their  country  contributes  towards  their  aflivity  ; and  the  ex- 
ercife  which  they  are  obliged  to  take,  probably  preferves 
their  elegance  of  form.  Having  advanced  near  three  miles 
from  the  fea  fide,  we  faw  a young  woman,  who  came  out 
of  a houfe  before  us,  and  hadened  up  the  hills  as  fad  as  we 
advanced.  She  was  drefl'ed  in  a piece  of  cloth,  made  of  the 
mulberry-tree’s  bark,  and  reaching  to  the  knees.  Her  fea- 
tures were  like  thofe  of  the  Tahcitec  women,  as  far  as  we 
could  dtfeern  at  the  didance  of  thirty  yards,  which  (he  took 
care  to  preferve  between  herfclf  and  us,  and  her  dature  was 
middle  fized.  The  natives  made  many  Ggns  to  us  to  return, 
and  feemed  to  be  very  uneafy  and  much  difpleafed  at  our 
progrefs.  Dr.  Sparrman  and  myfclf,  defirous  of  preferving 
the  plants  which  we  had  collected,  turned  back,  whild  Mr. 

Patton  and  the  red  went  on  about  two  miles  farther,  with- 
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out  filing  any  thing  more  than  ourfelves.  We  were  the 
more  eafily  perfuaded  to  defiil  from  our  purpofc,  as  the  heat 
of  the  day,  our  precarious  Rate  of  health,  and  the  fatigue  of 
the  afeent,  had  entirely  exhaufted  us,  and  as  we  faw  no 
profpeft  of  reaching  the  fummit.  It  appealed  indeed  at 
lead  three  miles  diflant  from  the  place  where  we  flopped, 
the  greatefl  part  of  which  feemed  to  be  infinitely  fteeper  than 
what  we  had  hitherto  left  behind  us.  The  whole  ground, 
is  far  as  we  had  gone,  was  covered  with  a rich  mould,  and 
contained  excellent  plantations,  and  groves  of  various  fruit- 
trees.  The  rocks  under  this  mould,  which  appeared  chiefly 
near  the  banks  of  the  rivulet,  or  on  the  broken  fides  of  the 
path,  contained  volcanic  productions,  or  different  kinds  of 
lava,  fome  of  which  are  full  of  white  and  greenifh  fherls. 
Thefc  iflands  are  therefore  fimilar,  in  regard  to  their  origin 
and  the  nature  of  their  minerals,  to  the  Society  Iflands,  the 
greater  part  of  which  feem  to  have  had  burning  moun- 
tains. About  the  houfes  we  frequently  faw  hogs,  and  fowls 
of  a large  fort,  and  now  and  then  fome  rats.  The  trees 
were  likevvife  inhabited  by  feveral  finall  birds,  which  re- 
fembled  thofe  of  Taheitce  and  the  Society  Iflands  ; but  they 
were  not  frequent,  and  in  no  great  variety.  The  Marque- 
fas,  upon  the  whole,  fo  much  refemble  the  Society  Iflands, 
that  they  only  feemed  to  want  the  beautiful  ambient  plain, 
and  the  coral  reef,  which  forms  their  excellent  harbours. 
No  people  in  the  South  Sea,  whom  we  had  hitherto  met 
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wiih  were  fo  much  like  each  other  in  form,  cufloms,  and 
language,  as  the  inhabitants  of  both  thefe  groups  of  iflands. 
The  principal  difference  feemed  to  lie  in  the  different  de- 
grees of  cleanlinefs.  The  Taheitians,  and  their  next 
neighbours  of  the  Society  Iflands,  arc  perhaps  the 
cleanliefl  people  under  the  fun ; they  bathe  two  or  three 
times  a day,  and  wafh  their  hands  and  face  before  and  after 
every  meal.  The  inhabitants  of  the  Marquefas  did  not 
make  their  ablutions  fo  frequently,  and  were  beGdes  very 
flovcnly  in  the  manner  of  preparing  their  meals.  Their 
principal  food  is  bread-fruit,  which  they  roaft  over  the  fire, 
rarely  baking  it  under  ground ; when  it  is  fufficiently 
done,  they  put  it  into  a very  dirty  wooden  trough,  out  of 
which  their  hogs  arc  fed  at  other  times,  and  mix  it  up 
with  water.  This  mixture  they  fcoop  out  with  their 
hands.  They  alfo  prepare  fermented  paflc  from  their 
bread-fruit,  of  which  they  make  the  fame  kind  of  acidu- 
lous pottage,  which  is  a great  dainty  with  the  Taheitian 
chiefs.  Their  bread-fruit  is  doubtlefs  the  largefl  and  molt 
delicious  which  we  ever  tafled  ; and  as  we  bought  many  of 
them  pcrfe&ly  ripe,  we  found  them  as  foft  as  a kind  of 
cuftard,  and  in  that  ftate  too  lufeious  to  be  eaten.  Their 
food  confifls  of  the  fame  variety  of  fruit  and  roots  which 
arc  common  at  Taheitee,  except  the  apple  ( 'fpondias.J  Their 
diet  is  chiefly  vegetable  ; though  they  have  hogs  and  fowls, 
and  catch  abundance  of  fifh  at  certain  times.  Their  drink 
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is  purely  water,  fince  coco-nut9  arc  fcarce,  at  leaf!  in  the- 
pans  which  wc  vifned.  It  is  however  to  be  fufpedled,  that 
Cnee  they  have  the  pepper-root,  and  make  ufe  of  it  as  a 
fign  of  peace,  like  the  other  iflanders,  they  may  alfo  prepare 
the  fame  dainty  beverage  from  it,  with  which  the  others 
intoxicate  themfelvcs.  They  arc  peculiarly  cleanly  in  re* 
gard  to  the  At  the  Society  Iflands  the  wanderer’s 

eyes  and  nofe  are  offended  every  morning,  in  the  midft  of  a 
path,  with  the  natural  efTctfls  of  a found  digeftion : but  the 
natives  of  the  Marquefas  are  accuftomed,  after  the  manner 
of  our  cats,  to  bury  the  offenfive  objects  in  the  earth;  Ac 
Taheitee,  indeed,  they  depend  on  the  friendly  afliftance  of 
rats,  who  greedily  devour  thefe  odoriferous  dainties  ; nay 
they  feemed  to  be  convinced  that  their  cuftom  is  the  mofl 
proper  in  the  world  ; for  their  witty  countryman,.  Tupaya 
(Tupia),  found  fault  with  our  want  of  delicacy,  when  he 
faw  a little  building,  appropriated  to  the  rites  of  Cloacina, 
in  every  houfe  at  Batavia. 

Wc  battened  down  to  the  fea-fide,  in  order  to  reach  it 
before  our  boats  put  off.  When  we  came  to  the  fhip,  we 
found  it  furrounded  with  canoes  from  different  parts,  who 
brought  feveral  hogs  and  plenty  of  bananas  for  fale.  The 
alarm  which  our  unfortunate  aft  of  violence  had  fpread 
among  the  natives  on  the  firft  day,  was  now  forgotten,  and 
they  came  into  the  fhip  in  great  numbers,  converfing  fa. 

miliarly  with  our  people,  and  exprefTing  great  fatisfafhon 
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at  every  thing  which  they  faw.  They  had  even  fo  far 
laid  afide  all  thoughts  of  what  had  happened,  that  many 
began  to  pilfer  again,  as  often  as  an  opportunity  offered ; 
however,  if  they  were  detected,  they  never  failed  to  return 
very  quietly  what  they  had  taken.  They  frequently  danced 
upon  the  decks,  for  the  diverfion  of  our  failors  ; and  in 
thefe  dances  we  obferved  a (hiking  rcfcmblance  with  thofc 
of  Taheitee.  It  appeared  likewife  rhat  their  mufic  was 
nearly  the  fame,  efpecially  as  they  had  the  fame  kind  of 
drums,  of  which  Mahine  purchafed  one.  Their  canoes 
were  likewife  very  ftmilar  to  thofe  of  Taheitee,  but  of  no 
great  fize.  The  heads  commonly  had  fome  flat  upright 
piece,  on  which  the  human  face  was  coarfely  carved  ; and 
their  fails  were  made  of  mats,  triangular,  and  very  broad 
at  the  top.  The  paddles  which  they  ufed  were  made  of  a; 
heavy  hard  wood,  fhorr,  but  fharp-pointed,  and  with  a 
knob  at  the  upper  end. 

I ftaid  on  board  in  the  afternoon,  and  ranged  the  col- 
le&ions  which  we  had  hitherto  made.  In  the  evening, 
captain  Cook,  with  fome  officers,  Mr.  Hodges,  Dr.  Sparr- 
man,  and  my  father,  returned  on  board,  having  been  out 
all  the  afternoon  to  vifit  two  coves  to  the  fouth  of  our  har- 
bour. They  found  thefe  places  extremely  open,  and  ex- 
pofed  to  the  fca,  and  run  great  rifk  in  landing  and  embark- 
ing, on  account  of  the  prodigious  furf  on  the  beach.  They 
met  with  abundance  of  refrefhments  for  their  pains,  and 
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purchafcd  feveral  hogs.  The  natives  were  lefs  referved  in 
both  places  than  in  our  harbour,  and  a confiderable  num- 
ber of  women  appeared  among  them,  with  whom  the 
boat’s  crew  foon  became  acquainted,  fince  feveral  of  them 
had  as  much  complaifance  as  certain  ladies  at  the  Society 
and  Friendly  Iflands,  New  Zeeland,  and  Eafler  Ifland.  They 
were  inferior  to  the  men  in  flature,  but  well  proportioned, 
and  fome  in  feature  approached  the  plcafing  contour  of 
the  Taheitian  women  of  quality.  Their  general  colour  was 
the  fame  as  among  the  common  people  of  the  Society 
Iflands,  and  only  very  few  were  a little  fairer  than  the  refl. 
No  punfturcs  were  obferved  on  them,  though  the  other 
fex  are  fo  much  accuftomed  to  disfigure  thcmfelvcs  with 
this  unfightly  ornament.  One  of  the  handfomeft  confented 
to  be  drawn  by  Mr.  Hodges,  and  an  exaift  engraving,  made 
from  his  drawing,  is  inferred  in  captain  Cook's  account  of 
this  voyage.  All  the  women  wore  pieces  of  cloth  of  the 
mulberry  bark,  of  different  forts ; but  the  variety  of  thefe 
cloths  was  very  trifling,  compared  with  what  it  is  at  Ta- 
heitee;  and  it  feemed  the  quantity  was  likewife  inconfider- 
able,  for,  inftead  of  being  wrapped  up  in  that  number  of 
pieces,  fo  common  among  the  luxurious  chiefs  of  that 

ifland,  they  only  wore  a Angle  alow  or  cloak,  which  co- 

\ 

vered  them  from  the  flioulders  to  the  knees.  Round  their 
necks  they  fometimes  had  a few  loofe  firings,  which  were 
not  very  ornamental  ; but  our  people  took  notice  of  no 
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other  finery  among  them.  After  a (lion  (lay,  our  party  pre-  a’i” ti. 

pared  to  return  to  their  boat.  One  of  the  failor6,  having 
been  inattentive  to  his  duty,  received  feveral  blows  from  the 
captain.  This  trifling  circumftance  would  not  deferve  a place 
in  this  narrative,  but  for  the  obfervation,  which  the  natives 
made  upon  it.  As  foon  as  they  faw  it,  they  (hewed  it  one  to 
another,  and  exclaimed  tape  a-bai  te  tina,  “ he  beats  his  bro- 
ther.” We  were  well  convinced  ftom  other  inftanccs  that 
they  knew  the  difference  between  the  commander  and  his 
people  ; but  it  appeared  at  the  fame  time,  that  they  looked 
upon  us  all  as  brethren.  The  moll  natural  inference  in 
my  mind  is,  that  they  only  applied  an  idea  to  us  in  this 
cafe,  which  really  exifls  with  regard  to  themfelves.  They 
probably  look  on  themfelves  as  one  family,  of  which  the 
eldeft  born  is  the  chief  or  king.  As  their  community 
is  not  yet  arrived  at  that  degree  of  civilization  which 
the  Tahcitians  enjoy,  a difference  of  rank  does  not 
take  place  among  them  and  their  political  conllitution  has 
not  acquired  a fettled  monarchical  form.  The  nature  of 
their  country,  which  requires  a greater  labour  and  culture 
than  Taheitce,  is  one  great  caufe  of  this  difference  ; for  fince 
the  means  of  fubfiftence  are  not  fo  eafily  attained,  the  popu- 
lation and  the 'general  luxury,  cannot  be  fo  confidcrable, 
and  the  people  remain  upon  a level.  Agreeable  to  this  ob- 
fervation, we  have  found  that  no  particular  honour  or  re- 
fpett  was  paid  to  their  kingHoNOo,  whovifited  us  on  the 
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fecond  day  after  our  arrival.  All  his  pre-eminence  feemed 
to  confift  in  his  drefs,  which  was  more  complete  than  that 
of  many  of  his  people,  who  by  choice,  or  through  indo- 
lence, go  naked  in  a happy  tropical  climate,  where  cloarfi- 
ing  is  not  wanted. 

The  next  morning  the  captain  went  to  the  fame  cove 
again,  but  was  much  lefs  fuccefsful  than  on  the  preceding 
evening.  The  natives,  who  were  not  yet  fufficicntly  ac- 
quainted with  the  excellence  and  durability  of  our  iron 
ware,  refufed  to  take  it  any  longer,  and  coveted  a number 
of  articles,  which  it  was  not  in  our  power  to  part  with.  In 
the  afternoon,  therefore,  we  weighed  the  anchor,  and  flood 
out  of  the  harbour  of  Madre  de  Dios,  where  we  had  lain 
fomcihing  lefs  than  four  days.  Wc  had  provided  a confi- 
derable  quantity  of  excellent  water  during  that  time,  and 
obtained  a very  falutary  fupply  of  rcfrefhments  from  a 
friendly  and  wcll-difpofed  people.  Our  acquifitions  in  na- 
tural hiftcry  had  been  but  inconfiderable,  from  the  great 
fimilarity  of  this  ifland  to  Taheitee  and  the  adjacent 
group,  and  on  account  of  our  very  fhort  flay.  The  fame 
caufes  had  likewife  prevented  our  forming  a more  perfetfl 
acquaintance  with  the  natives,  who  feeuicd  to  be  well 
worth  the  contemplation  of  philofophic  travellers.  Wc 
particularly  regretted,  that  it  had  pot  been  in  our  power  to 
examine  thofc  cnclofures  on  the  fummits  of  the  moun- 
tain, which,  as  I ft  ill  fufpedt,  have  fome  connexion  with 
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their  religious  rites.  The  Spaniards  make  mention  of  an 
Oracle  *,  which,  from  their  accounts,  feems  to  have  been  a 
burying  place,  like  thofe  of  the  Society  Iflands;  but  we 
were  likewife  unfortunate  enough  not  to  meet  with  any 
thing  of  this  kind.  The  number  of  thefe  good  people  can- 
not be  very  confiderable,  on  account  of  the  fmall  fize  of  the 
iflands  which  they  inhabit.  U'aitahoo,  or  St.  Chriflina,  is 
about  eight  leagues  in  circuit  i O-Hetva-roa  f,  or  Dominica, 
fifteen  leagues  ; Onateyo,  or  St.  Pedro,  three  leagues ; and 
Magdalena,  which  we  only  faw  at  a great  diflance,  five 
leagues,  according  to  the  Spanifh  account.  The  natives  of 
thefe  different  iflands,  we  have  great  reafon  to  believe,  are 
all  of  one  and  the  fame  tribe,  like  the  people  of  Taheitee 
and  the  Society  Ifles  ; we  may  at  lead  affirm  it  with  cer- 
tainty of  thofe  of  St.  Chriflina  and  Dominica,  having  con- 
vtfrfed  and  traded  with  both.  The  illand  of  Dominica,  the 
largefl  of  the  Marquefas,  is  fo  cxceffively  fleep  and  craggy 
in  many  parts,  that  its  inhabitants  cannot  be  fo  numerous 
as  thofe  of  St.  Chriflina  in  proportion  to  its  fize.  Such  fpots 
as  are  fit  for  culture  arc  very  populous  in  thefe  iflands  ; but 
as  they  are  all  very  mountainous,  and  have  many  inacceflible 

• Sic  Mr.  Dalrymplc’s  Collection  of  Voyages,  vol.  i.  p.  68. 

t It  is  remarkable,  th3t  this  name  occurs  in  the  lift  of  iflands  which  Tupaya 
and  other  uatii-cs  of  the  Society  Ifles  communicated  to  their  Englifh  friends.  The 
people  of  the  Marquefas  who  could  not  pronounce  ihcr,  always  faid  O-Hccva-oa. 
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and  barren  rocks,  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  the  whole 
population  of  this  group  amounts  to  fifty  thoufand  per- 
fons.  The  Spaniards,  who  difcovered  them,  found  their 
manners  gentle  and  inoffenfive,  if  wc  except  a trifling  dif- 
ference at  Magdalena,  which  probably  arofe  from  fome 
mifunderftanding,  or  from  the  impetuous  temper  of  thofe 
navigators.  When  we  arrived  amongft  them,  we  were  re- 
ceived with  every  mark  of  friendfliip.  They  prefented  us 
with  roots  of  pepper,  and  branches  of  tamannoo  (calopbyllum 
inophyllum,  Linn.)  in  fign  of  peace  ; they  fold  us  their  provi- 
fions  ; and  though  wc  killed  one  of  their  brethren,  they  con- 
tinued the  fame  kind  treatment,  and  permitted  us  to  roam 
about  their  country  to  a great  diftance  without  moleftation. 
This  behaviour,  their  manners,  their  beautiful  forms,  their 
dreffes,  provifions,  embarkations,  and  their  language,  prove 
that  they  have  the  fame  origin  with  theTaheitians,  and  only 
differ  from  them  in  a few  refpeiffs,  which  the  nature  of 
their  country  required.  The  advantages  which  the  rich 
encircling  plains  bellow  on  the  Taheitians  and  their  near 
neighbours,  mull  drop  in  great  meafure  at  the  Marquefas. 
When  they  have  cultivated  as  much  ground  as  will  afford 
them  the  means  of  fubfiftcncc,  there  is  none  remaining  for 
thofe  extenfive  plantations  of  mulberry-trees,  which  every 
where  ftrike  the  eye  at  Taheitee:  indeed  if  they  had  the 
ground,  they  cannot  afford  to  bellow  the  time  which  this 
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branch  of  culture  requires.  The  great  fourccs  ofTaheitian 
affluence  and  luxury,  their  profufion  of  food,  and  their  vail 
variety  and  quantity  of  cloth,  do  not  exifl  in  the  Mar- 
quefas : but  the  inhabitants  have  a competence  ; they  arc 
all  equal  among  themfelves  ; they  are  adtive,  very  healthy, 
and  beautifully  made  ; there  is  nothing  which  can  make 
them  unhappy,  by  debarring  them  the  means  of  obeying 
nature’s  voice.  The  Taheitians  have  more  comforts  and 
convcniencies  ; they  have  perhaps  fuperior  Ikill  in  the  arts, 
and  thefe  things  give  them  a greater  relifli  for  the  enjoy- 
ment of  life  j but  to  balance  thefe  advantages,  they  are  no 
longer  upon  a level  j one  part  lives  by  the  labours  of  the 
other,  and  difeafes  already  wait  upon  their  exceffcs. 


■ " Scilicet  improbx 

Crefcunt  divitise,  tamcn 

CurUencfcio  quid  temper  abed  rei.  HoR. 


The  fruits  and  frefh  meat  which  we  obtained  at  the 
Marquefas,  may  be  confidered  as  the  firft  reftoratives  after 
a cruize  of  four  months  and  a half ; during  which  we  vi- 
fited  the  frozen  zone  to  7 1 deg.  and  the  torrid  to  deg. 
S.  latitude.  The  fmall  fupply  of  potatoes  at  Eafter  Ifland 
was  only  a medicine,  which  providentially  flopped  the 
rapid  progrefs  of  various  difeafes  on  board,  but  could  not 
prevent  their  return,  when  we  approached  the  torrid  zone ; 
whofe  adtive  heat  fet  our  flagnant  and  putrid  blood  into  a 
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ftate  of  fermentation.  The  wan  look  of  all  on  board  fuffi- 
cicntly  proved,  that  our  meeting  with  the  Marquefas  pre- 
vented a fatal  and  general  attack  of  noxious  diflempers, 
which  would  have  found  us  an  eafy  prey,  and  might,  in 
a fliort  fpace  of  time,  have  made  great  havock  in  our  {hip. 
It  muft  be  allowed,  at  the  fame  time,  that,  as  far  as  human 
art,  and  a humane  beneficent  difpofition  will  go,  our  wor- 
thy furgeon,  Mr.  Patton,  took  the  bed  precautions  poffiblc 
to  preferve  the  healths  of  all  on  board,  by  fuggefting  the 
proper  methods  to  captain  Cook,  and  by  watching  over  us 
with  unremitted  afliduity.  I will  venture  to  affirm,  that 
it  is  to  him  alone,  under  Providence,  that  many  of  us  are 
indebted  for  our  lives  ; and  that  his  country  owes  him  the 
prefervation  of  thofe  valuable  and  ufeful  members  of  the 
commonwealth,  who  were  fent  out  on  this  dangerous  ex- 
pedition. Great  commendations  are  likewife  due  to  captain 
Cook,  who  left  no  experiment  untried  which  was  propofed 
to  him,  and  which  feemed  to  promife  fucccfs.  The  fate 
of  the  voyage  depended  upon  the  health  of  the  crew,  and 
he  had  the  more  merit  in  taking  his  meafures  agreeably  to 
this  reflection,  lincc,  however  obvious  it  may  feem,  it  has 
fcldom  guided  other  naval  commanders. 

The  fliort  flay  at  the  Marquefas  had  not  been  fufficient 
to  rcftorc  our  patients  to  perfect  health,  and  thofe  who  had 
the  bilious  cholic  were  rather  worfe  than  before,  having 
ventured  to  cat  flatulent  fruits,  which  were  extremely  dan- 
gerous 
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gerous  in  a weak  ftomach.  Captain  Cook  himfclf  was  far  A’”f; 
from  being  recovered  ; for  though  he  had  experienced  the 
bad  effects  of  expofing  liimfelf  to  the  burning  rays  of  the 
fun  at  Eafter  Ifland,  he  had  been  aftive  all  the  time,  in  pur- 
chafing  provifions,  and  fuperintending  his  people  on  Ihorc. 

The  effort  which  I had  made  in  climbing  the  mountain,  had 
likewife  been  too  violent  for  my  precarious  flate  of  health, 
and  threw  me  into  a dangerous  bilious  diforder,  which  was 
the  more  mortifying,  as  it  happened  juft  at  a time,  when 
the  fcenc  for  my  occupations  was  to  open. 

We  fleered  S.  S.  W.  from  St.  Chriftina,  and  afterwards 
changed  the  courfe  to  S.  W.  and  W.  x S.  bringing  to,  every 
night,  for  greater  fafety,  as  wc  were  now  very  near  the  archi- 
pelago of  low  iflands,  which  had  always  been  looked 
upon  as  a very  intricate  part  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.  The 
Dutch  navigators,  in  particular,  have  given  an  unfavour- 
able idea  of  it ; for  Schouten  calls  it  the  Bad  Sea,  and  Ilogge- 
wein  the  Labyrinth.  The  latter  loft  one  of  his  fliips,  the 
African  Galley,  on  a low  ifland,  which,  from  that  unfor- 
tunate accident,  he  called  Pernicious  Ifland.  This  circum- 
ftance  having  happened  within  the  memory  of  man,  is 
known  among  the  Society  Ifles  ; from  whence  wc  may  con- 
clude, that  Pernicious  Ifland  cannot  be  at  a great  diftancc 
from  that  group. 

On  the  i 7 th  we  difeovered  a low  ifland,  about  ten  o’clock  >?• 
in  the  morning,  and  coming  up  with  it  about  noon,  we 
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•were  convinced,  from  the  pcrfpicuity  of  Mr.  Byron’s  de- 
scription, that  it  was  the  caflermoft  of  King  George's  Iflands. 
We  were  alfo  confirmed  in  this  belief  towards  night,  when 
wc  perceived  the  other  ifland,  which  he  comprehended  un- 
der that  name.  The  ifland  before  us  was  extremely  low 
and  fandy,  and  formed  an  elliptic  rocky  ledge,  no  lefs  than 
fix  leagues  in  its  longeft  diameter,  from  north  to  fouth. 
Its  latitude  is  14’  28'  S.  and  its  longitude  144’  j6'  W. 
From  fpace  to  fpace  it  was  covered  with  coco  nut  trees  in 
great  numbers,  which  had  a pleafing  airy  look.  Various 
trees  and  Ihrubbcries  fometimes  concealed  the  flems  of 
thefc  palms  to  a great  part  of  their  height,  but  their  beau- 
tiful crown  always  towered  above  the  reft.  The  intervals 
between  thefe  green  Spots  were  fo  low,  that  the  fea  wafhed 
over  them  into  the  lagoon  within.  The  ftillnefs  of  the  wa- 
ter, confined  by  the  ledge  of  rocks,  and  its  milky  hue 
where  it  was  fhallow,  contrafted  very  agreeably  with  the 
ruffled  furfacc  of  the  berylline  unfathomable  ocean.  We 
failed  clofe  along  the  weftern  fide  of  the  ifland  in  the  after- 
noon, and  obferved  the  rocks  to  be  tinged  with  a fine  fcar- 
lct  colour  in  many  places,  exa&ly  as  Mr.  Byron  had  found 
them.  Several  canoes  failing  in  the  lagoon,  fmokes  rifing 
up  between  the  clumps  of  trees,  and  armed  men  of  a dark 
hue  running  along  fhore,  were  objects  which  greatly  en- 
crcafed  the  pleafure  of  the  profpedt.  We  likewife  perceived 
women  retiring  to  a remote  part  of  the  ledge,  with  bun- 
dles 
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dies  on  their  backs ; an  evident  fign  that  they  expected  no 
good  from  our  appearance  on  their  coaft.  Indeed,  having 
had  the  misfortune  to  lofc  fome  of  their  countrymen  in  op- 
pofing  Mr.  Byron’s  boats,  and  having  been  expelled  from 
their  habitation  during  a whole  day  by  his  people,  who 
lived  at  difcrction  on  their  coco-nuts,  it  is  not  furpriGng 
that  they  fecured  their  fmall  poffcflions  againft  the  invafion 
of  people  who  looked  fo  like  their  enemies.  Towards  the 
S.  W.  end  of  the  iRand  we  perceived  the  paflage  into  the  la- 
goon, which  Mr.  Byron  mentions,  and  fcnt  a boat  to  found 
in  its  entrance,  bccaufe  at  that  time  we  were  not  yet  ac- 
quainted with  his  ill  fuccefs  in  the  fame  attempt.  Our 
people  found  a bottom  of  Iharp  corals,  which  made  it  im- 
practicable for  the  fhip  to  anchor.  The  natives,  who  were 
affembled  in  arms  on  the  north  point  of  the  paflage,  be- 
haved very  quietly,  and  brought  fome  coco-nuts,  which 
were  exchanged  for  nails.  Upon  this  information,  another 
boat  was  hoifled  out,  and  both  fent  to  the  Ihore  again,  in 
order  to  trade  with  the  natives,  and  to  efface  the  Gniflcr 
ideas  which  they  feemed  to  have  conceived  of  us  at  firft. 
My  father,  Dr.  Sparrman,  and  myfelf  were  of  the  party  ; 
though  I was  extremely  ill  of  a bilious  complaint.  We 
landed  without  any  oppoGtion,  and  immediately  mixed 
among  the  natives,  of  whom  there  feemed  to  be  about  flfty 
or  flxty.  They  were  all  a fet  of  Rout  men,  of  a dark . 
brown,  and  had  fome  pun&ures  on  the  breaR,  belly,  and. 
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hands,  chiefly  in  imitation  of  filhes,  which  furnifli  a great 
part  of  their  food.  Their  features  were  not  difagreeable, 
but  more  mild  than  thofe  of  the  natives  of  all  the  high 
iflands  about  them.  They  went  perfectly  naked,  having 
only  a very  fmall  piece  of  cloth  about  their  loins.  Their 
women  did  not  come  near  us ; but  thofe  whom  we  favv 
at  a dillance  had  the  fame  colour  as  the  men,  and 
their  piece  of  cloth  was  enlarged  to  the  fize  of  a 
fhort  apron.  The  hair  and  beards  were  generally  black 
and  curling,  but  fomctimcs  cut ; however  I took  notice  of 
a Angle  man,  whofe  hair  was  quite  ycllowilh  at  the  points. 
As  foon  as  we  landed  they  embraced  us,  touching  our  nofes, 
after  the  cuftom  of  New  Zeeland,  and  began  to  bring  coco- 
nuts and  dogs  for  fale  to  the  boats.  Mahine,  who  was 
with  us,  purchafed  fevcral  dogs  for  fmall  nails,  and  fome 
for  ripe  bananas,  which  he  had  brought  from  the  Mar-- 
quefas.  This  fruit  was  much  valued  by  the  people  of  the 
low  ifland,  who  immediately  knew  it ; it  fhould  feem  there- 
fore that  they  have  fome  acquaintance  with  the  high  iflands, 
fmcc  bananas  never  grow  upon  their  barren  coral-lcdgcs. 
The  dogs  were  not  unlike  thofe  at  the  Society  Iflands,  but 
had  fine  long  hair  of  a white  colour.  Mahine  therefore 
was  eager  to  purchafe  them,  bccaufe  that  very  fort  of  hair 
is  made  ufe  of  in  his  country  to  adorn  the  breafl-platcs  of 
the  warriors.  We  attempted  to  go  diredlly  into  the  grove, 
under  which  the  habitations  were  fituated  ; but  the  natives 
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oppoGng  it,  we  advanced  along  the  poinr,  picking  various 
plants,  and  particularly  a feurvy-grafs,  which  was  com- 
mon, and  feemed  to  be  very  wholefome.  The  natives 
flrewed  us  that  they  bruifed  this  plant,  mixed  it  with  fhcll- 
fifli,  and  threw  it  into  the  fea,  wherever  they  perceive  a 
fhoal  of  fiflics.  This  food  intoxicates  them  for  fome  time, 
and  thus  they  are  caught  on  the  furface,  without  any  other 
trouble  than  that  of  taking  them  up.  The  name  which 
they  give  to  this  ufeful  plant  is  e-Now.  We  likewife  met 
with  plenty  of  purflane,  refcmbling  the  common  fort, 
which  the  natives  call  c-Tocrce.  This  plant  likewife  grows 
at  the  Society  Iflands,  and  is  there  drclTcd  under-ground, 
and  eaten  by  the  people.  There  were  feveral  forts  of  trees 
on  this  ifland  which  grow  in  the  Society  Ifles,  and  likewife 
fome  plants  which  we  had  not  feen  before.  The  foil  was 
extremely  fcanty  ; the  foundation  confided  of  coral,  very 
little  elevated  above  the  furface  of  the  water.  On  this  we 
found  a coarfc  white  fand,  mixed  with  fragments  of  coral 
and  fliclls,  and  a very  thin  covering  of  mould.  We  ad- 
vanced infenfiblv  round  the  point,  fo  as  to  come  behind  the 
habitations,  and'  difeovered  another  point  jutting  out  into 
the  lagoon,  and  forming  a kind  of  bay,  of  which  the  fhorc 
was  perfectly  covered  with  fhrubberies  and  groves.  Be- 
tween the  two  points  the  water  was  very  fhallow ; and  we 
perceived  a great  body  of  the  natives  eroding  over  from 
the  fartheft  point,  and  dragging  their  fpcars  after  themi 
Vol.  II.  G Wc 
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We  immediately  retired  into  the  thicket,  and  pafled  by  the 
huts,  of  which  all  the  inhabitants  were  on  the  beach. 
Thefc  huts  were  very  fmall  and  low,  covered  with  a kind 
of  matting  of  coco-nut  branches.  We  only  faw  fome  dogs 
in  them.  Their  boat-houfes  were  exadtly  of  the  fame 
materials,  only  a little  larger.  The  canoes  in  them  were 
very  fhort,  but  Rout,  and  pointed  at  both  ends,  and  had  a 
fliarp  keel.  As  foon  as  we  came  on  the  beach,  we  mixed 
among  the  natives,  who  were  rather  furprifed  to  fee  us 
come  out  of  their  village.  We  acquainted  the  lieutenant 
who  commanded  our  boats  with  tlic  hoflile  appearances 
we  had  feen,  upon  which  our  people  were  upon  their 
guard,  and  prepared  to  reimbark.  In  the  mean  time  Ma- 
hine  aflifted  us  in  convcrfing  with  the  natives,  who  told  us 
that  they  had  a chief  or  areekee,  and  that  they  called  their 
ifland  Teoukea.  Their  language,  upon  the  whole,  ap- 
proached very  much  to  the  Taheitian  dialed!,  except  that 
their  pronunciation  was  more  coarfc  and  guttural.  The 
reinforcement  now  began  to  appear  in  the  buQies,  armed 
with  long  clubs,  or  round  fliort  Raves,  and  fpears,  fome 
fourteen  feet,  fome  nine  feet  long,  pointed  with  the  jagged 
tail  of  the  fling-ray.  We  therefore  Rcpped  into  our  boats, 
but  the  natives  crouded  about  them,  and  feemed  in  doubt 
whether  they  fhould  detain  us  or  not ; however,  as  our  re- 
treat had  been  too  early  for  their  fcheme,  they  appeared 
contented  with  our  departure,  and  affifled  us  in  pufliing 
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off  the  boats.  Some  threw  fmall  ftones  into  the  water  a'S, 
near  us,  and  all  feemed  to  glory  in  having,  as  it  were, 
frightened  us  off.  They  all  talked  a great  deal,  and  very 
loud,  after  we  were  gone,  and  at  lad  feated  themfelves 
along  the  beach,  in  the  fhade  of  the  trees.  We  were  no 
fooncr  on  board,  and  had  recited  our  adventures,  than  the 
captain  ordered  four  or  five  cannonfhot  to  be  fired  over 
their  heads,  and  into  the  fea  before  them,  to  fliew  what  he 
could  do.  Thefe  balls,  and  efpecially  the  lall,  terrified 
them  fo  much,  that  they  all  ran  away  from  this  point 
with  the  greateft  precipitation.  The  number  of  coco-nuts 
which  we  obtained  among  them  did  not  amount  to  more 
than  thirty,  and  the  dogs  were  about  five.  Mr.  Byron 
found  wells  on  this  ifland,  which,  though  they  afforded 
but  a fmall  quantity  of  frcfli  water,  may  be  fufficicnt  to 
fupply  the  few  inhabitants  with  this  neceffary  element. 

That  navigator  likewife  met  with  burying-places  of  Hone, 
in  the  grove,  which  have  a very  great  affinity  with  the  Ta- 
heiiian  marais.  The  offerings  of  animal  and  vegetable 
food,  hung  on  the  branches  of  trees  around  thefe  ceme- 
teries, ilrcngthen  that  fimilarity.  There  is  reafon  to  be- 
lieve, from  this  circumftance,  as  well  as  from  the  form, 
manners,  and  language  of  the  people,  that  they  are  very 
nearly  allied  to  the  happier  inhabitants  of  the  mountainous 
ifles  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  great  lagoons  within 
their  circular  iflands  are  probably  plentiful  refervoirs  of 
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fifh,  from  whence  they  are  fupplied  with  conflant  food. 
The  fandy  barren  part  of  their  ledges  is  a lit  place  upon 
which  turtles  may  depofit  their  eggs  ; and  it  appears  from 
tl'.e  fragments  found  by  the  Dolphin’s  people,  that  they 
know  how  to  catch  thefe  large  creatures,  whofe  nutritive 
flcfli  and  llicll  mull  be  a delicious  treat  to  them.  The 
few  plants  which  thrive  about  them  are  very  ufeful,  and 
furnifh  them  with  the  means  of  facilitating  the  capture 
of  fifhj  feme  trees  are  fo  large  that  their  trunks  may 
be  ufed  for  canoes,  and  their  branches  for  weapons  and 
tools.  The  coco-palm,  which  is  the  principal  fupport  of 
many  nations  on  the  globe,  is  likewife  of  infinite  fcrvice  to 
them,  and  almoft  every  part  of  it  is  ufeful.  The  nuts  which 
it  bears,  whilft  they  are  green, contain  from  a pintto  a quart 
of  limpid  liquor,  which  has  a very  pleafant  fweetnefs, 
joined  to  a peculiar  agreeable  flavour ; its  coolnefs  and  in- 
tegrant particles,  doubtlefs,  make  it  a mod  delicious  draught, 
powerful  beyond  comparifon  in  quenching  third  in  a hot 
climate.  When  the  nut  grows  older,  the  kernel  forms, 
which  is  at  fird  like  a rich  cream,  and  afterwards  grows 
firm  and  very  oily,  like  an  almond,  being  extremely  nutri- 
tious. The  oil  is  frequently  exprefled,  and  employed  to 
anoint  the  hair  and  the  whole  body,  at  certain  times. 
The  hard  fhell  provides  the  natives  with  cups ; and  the 
fibrous  coating  round  it  affords  all  kinds  of  cordage,  which 
are  firong,  cladic,  and  not  much  impaired  by  conflant  ufc. 
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Several  articles  of  Indian  houfliold  furniture,  and  fcvcral  forts 
of  ornaments  are  made  with  it.  The  long  feathered  leaves  or 
branches,  which  fpread  from  the  top  of  the  ilem,  are  fit  co- 
verings for  their  houfes  ; and  when  plaited,  make  good 
baikets  for  provifions.  The  inner  bark  yields  a kind  of 
cloth,  fufficient  for  covering  the  body  in  a hot  climate  ; and 
the  ftem  itfelf,  when  grown  too  old  to  bear,  is  at  lead  fit  to 
be  ufed  in  the  condrudtion  of  a hut,  or  may  make  the  mad 
of  a canoe.  But  befides  fifli  and  vegetable  food,  they  have 
alfo  dogs,  which  live  upon  fiflr,  and  are  reckoned  excellent 
meat  by  the  natives  of  the  Society  Iflands,  to  whom  they 
are  known.  Thus  Providence,  in  its  wife  difpenfations, 
made  even  thefe  infignificant  narrow  ledges  rich  enough  in 
the  produ&ions  of  nature,  to  fupply  a whole  race  of  men 
with  the  neceifaries  of  life.  And  here  we  cannot  but  cx- 
prefs  our  admiration,  that  the  minuted  agents  are  fubfer- 
vient  to  the  purpofes  of  the  Almighty  Creator.  The  coral 
is  known  to  be  the  fabrick  of  a little  worm,  which  en- 
larges its  houfc,  in  proportion  as  its  own  bulk  encreafes. 
This  little  creature,  which  has  fcarce  fenfation  enough  to 
didinguiflr  it  from  a plant,  builds  up  a rocky  flrutdure 
from  the  bottom  of  a fea  too  deep  to  be  meafured  by  hu- 
man art,  till  it  reaches  the  furfacc,  and  offers  a firm  bails 
for  the  rcfidence  of  man!  The  number  of  thefe  low  iflands 
is  very  great,  and  wc  are  far  from  being  acquainted  with 
them  all.  In  the  whole  extent  of  the  Pacific  Ocean,  between 
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a7«u..  >^c  tropics,  they  arc  to  be  met  with  ; however,  they  arc  re- 

markably frequent  for  the  fpace  of  ten  or  fifteen  degrees  to 
the  ealhvard  of  the  Society  Iflands.  Quiros,  Schouten,Roggc- 
wein,  Byron,  Wallis,  Carteret,  Bougainville,  and  Cook  have 
each  met  with  new  iflands  in  their  different  courfes ; and 
what  is  mod  remarkable,  they  have  found  them  inhabited  at 
the  diflancc  of  two  hundred  and  forty  leagues  to  the  call  of 
Tahcitee.  Nothing  is  more  probable  than  that  on  every 
new  track  other  iflands  of  this  kind  will  flill  be  met  with, 
and  particularly  between  the  i <5th  and  i 7th  degree  of  S.  la- 
titude, no  navigator  having  hitherto  run  down  on  that  pa- 
rallel towards  the  Society  Iflands.  It  remains  a fubjetff 
worthy  the  inveftigation  of  pbilofophers,  to  confider  from 
what  probable  principles  thefe  iflands  are  fo  extremely  nu- 
merous, and  form  fo  great  an  archipelago  to  windward  of 
the  Society  Iflands,  whilft  they  are  only  fcattered  at  corifidcr- 
ablc  diflanccs  beyond  that  group  of  mountainous  iflands? 
It  is  true,  there  is  another  archipelago  of  coral  ledges  far  to 
the  weftward  ; I mean  the  Friendly  Iflands  ; but  thefe  are  of 
a different  nature,  and  appear  to  be  of  a much  older  date; 
they  occupy  more  fpace,  and  have  a greater  quantity  of 
foil,  on  which  all  the  vegetable  prodmffions  of  the  higher 
lands  may  be  raifed. 

Mjn jay  u.  After  leaving  Teoukca  we  flood  off  and  on  during  night, 

and  then  continued  our  courfe  beyond  the  adjacent  ifland, 
which  is  comprehended  under  Mr.  Byron’s  appellation  of 
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King  George’s  Iflands.  It  refembled  Teoukea  perfe&ly,  and 
only  fccmcd  to  be  larger.  Its  length  from  N.  to  S.  appeared 
to  be  near  eight  leagues,  and  the  breadth  of  its  lagoon  five 
or  fix  miles.  It  had  numerous  clumps  of  buflies  and  trees, 
and  was  adorned  with  a great  number  of  coco-nut 
palms. 

The  next  morning,  at  eight  o’clock,  we  deferied  another  TutfJ»r 
iQand  of  the  fame  nature,  but  which  we  fuppofe  had  not 
been  feen  before.  Towards  noon  another  appeared  to  the 
weflward,  which  we  coafted  all  the  afternoon.  It  was  about 
eight  leagues  long,  and  full  of  people,  who  ran  along  the 
Ihorc  with  very  long  fpcars  in  their  hands.  The  lagoon 
within  was  very  fpacious,  and  feveral  canoes  failed  about 
upon  it.  It  appears  to  me,  that  the  moil  elevated  and  richeft 
fpots  on  the  coral-ledges,  are  generally  to  leeward,  flickered 
from  the  violence  of  the  furf.  In  this  fea,  however,  there 
are  feldom  fuch  violent  florms,  as  might  make  thefe  ifles  un- 
comfortable places  of  abode  ; and  when  the  weather  is  fair, 
it  mud  be  very  pleafant  failing  on  the  fmooth  water  in  the 
lagoon,  whilft  the  ocean  without  is  difagreeably  agitated. 

A third  new  ifland  was  feen  in  the  evening,  which  we  left 
the  next  morning,  after  we  had  lain  to  all  night.  This 
group  captain  Cook  called  Pallifer’s  Iflands  ; they  are  li- 
tuated  in  about  150  36' S.  latitude,  and  146°  30’  W.  lon- 
gitude. The  northernmoft  of  thefe  iflands  ftem  to  be  the 
Pernicious  Iflands  on  which  Roggewein  loft  the  African 
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galley.  As  Mr.  Byron  found  a boat’s  rudder  on  Tcoukea, 
which  is  at  a fhort  diftancc  from  thcfe  ifles,  that  circum- 
{lancc  ferves  to  confirm  my  fuppofition 

We  now  fleered  to  the  S.  W.  being  clear  of  the  Iow- 
iflands,  and  continued  ftandingon,  the  following  night,  to- 
wards the  ifland  of  Tahcitcc.  The  general  fatisfac- 
tion  which  this  courfe  gave  to  all  on  board  can  fcarcely 
be  deferibed.  Allured  of  the  good  difpofition  of  the  inha- 
bitants, we  could  look  upon  this  ifland  as  our  fccond  home. 
Our  fick  had  fome  hopes  of  recovery,  by  having  an  oppor- 
tunity of  walking  or  refling  in  its  cool  lhades,  and  by  ufing 
the  light  falubrious  diet  of  the  iflanders.  The  reft  expc&ed 
to  acquire  new  ftrength  and  vigour,  to  enable  them  to  cn- 
counter  thofe  perils  and  hardlhips  which  were  yet  in  referve 
for  them.  The  captain  was  fure  of  meeting  with  that 
abundance  of  rcfrelhments,  which  would  enable  him  to 
bring  the  voyage  to  a happy  conclufion ; the  aflronomer 
longed  to  fix  an  obfervatory  on  Ihorc,  in  order  to  determine 
the  rate  of  going  of  the  time-keeper,  which  had  not  been 
fettled  fincc  our  departure  from  New  Zeeland  ; and  we  were 
not  lefs  difirous  of  returning  to  this  ifland,  in  order  to  com- 
plete, in  fomc  meafure,  a botanical  collection,  which  our 
Ihort  flay  in  the  winter  fcafon  had  left  but  too  im- 
pcrfceT:. 

* Sec  Hawkefwortb,  vol.  I.  p.  102. 
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Our  friend  Mahine  was  perhaps  more  anxious  than  us  all 
to  fee  Taheitee,  which  he  had  never  vifited,  though  many 
of  his  relations  and  friends  refided  there.  As  the  natives  of 
the  Society  Iflands  allow  it  the  firfl  rank  in  affluence  and 
power ; and  as  we  had  frequently  confirmed  this  teftimony 
to  him,  his  curiofity  was  fo  much  the  greater.  But  he  had 
other  motives  which  prompted  him  to  wifli  himfelf  there. 

He  had  collected  a confiderable  number  of  curiofities, 
which  he  was  well  convinced  would  give  him  weight 
among  his  countrymen  ; and  he  had  acquired  fuch  a va- 
riety of  new  ideas,  and  feen  fo  many  diftant  and  unknown 
•ountries,  that  he  was  perfuaded  he  would  attract  and  de- 
mand their  attention.  The  profpedf  of  being  courted  by 
every  body,  and  the  idea  of  diflinguifhing  himfelf  by  his 
intimacy  with  us,  by  his  acquaintance  with  our  manners, 
and  above  all,  by  making  ufe  of  our  fire  arms  for  his  diver- 
fion,  gave  him  infinite  plcafure.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted, 
that  it  was  inhanced  by  the  hope  of  being  ferviceablc  to  all 
his  fflipmates,  whom  he  loved  with  the  fincereft  affe&ion, 
and  by  whom  he  was  generally  eftccmed  in  return. 

We  discovered  land  about  ten  o’clock  the  next  morning, 
which  in  a few  hours  afterwards  we  knew  to  be  part  of 
Taheitee.  We  flood  towards  it  all  the  day,  but  could  not 
reach  it  before  it  became  dark,  and  were  therefore  obliged 
to  flay  out  another  night.  Every  perfon  on  board  gazed 
continually  at  this  queen  of  tropical  iflands ; and  though  I 
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was  extremely  ill  of  my  bilious  difoTder,  I crawled  on  deckr 
and  fixed  my  eyes  with  great  eagernefs  upon  it,  as  upon  a 
place  where  I hoped  my  pains  would  ccafc.  Early  in  the 
morning  I awoke,  and  was  as  much  furprifed  at  the  beauty 
of  the  profpeft,  as  if  I had  never  beheld  it  before.  It  was 
indeed  infinitely  more  beautiful  at  prefent,  than  it  had 
been  eight  months  ago,  owing  to  the  difference  of  the  fea- 
fon.  The  foreft6  on  the  mountains  were  all  clad  in  frefh 
foliage,  and  gloried  in  many  variegated  hues ; and  even  the 
lower  hills  were  not  entirely  deftitute  of  pleafing  fpots,  and 
covered  with  herbage.  But  the  plains,  above  all,  flione 
forth  in  the  greateft  luxuriance  of  colours,  the  brighteft 
tints  of  verdure  being  profufely  lavilhed  upon  their  fertile 
groves  ; in  fhort,  the  whole  called  to  our  mind  the  deferip- 
tion  of  Calypfo’s  enchanted  ifland. 

With  fuch  a landfcape  before  us,  it  cannot  be  doubted, 
but  that  our  eyes  were  continually  fixed  upon  it.  We  had 
the  farther  pleafure  to  diftinguifh  every  well-known  fpot 
as  we  failed  along.  At  laft  the  beautiful  feenery  of  Mata- 
vai  opened  to  our  view  in  all  its  grandeur ; and  we  directed 
our  courfe  into  the  bay,  from  whence  we  had  failed  near 
eight  months  before. 
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111c  terrarum  mihi  prater  omncs 

Angulus  riJct  Hor. 


"ITT  E were  no  fooner  difcovered  from  the  fhore,  than  »*• 
* fcvcral  canoes  put  off  to  welcome  us  with  prefents 
of  fruit.  Among  the  firft  who  came  on  board,  were  two 
young  men  of  fome  note,  whom  we  immediately  invited 
into  the  cabin,  where  they  were  made  acquainted  with  Ma- 
hinc.  The  politenefs  of  the  nation  required  that  they 
fhould  make  him  a prefent  of  clothing  ; accordingly  they 
took  off  their  own  upper  garments,  which  were  of  the  bed 
fort,  and  put  them  on  him.  He  gratified  them  in  return 
with  a fight  of  his  rarities,  and  made  them  a prefent  of  a 
few  red  feathers,  which  they  valued  very  highly. 

At  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  we  dropped  an  anchor 
in  Matavai  bay,  and  were  furrounded  prefently  after  by  a 
whole  fleet  of  canoes,  in  which  our  old  friends  brought 
us  fifli.,  bread  fruit,  apples,  coco-nuts,  and  bananas,  all 
which  they  fold  at  low  rates  with  the  greateft  rcadinefs. 

Their  fifli  were  mullets  and  bonitos,  which  they  brought 
perfeiffly  alive  in  a kind  of  trough,  fixed  between  the  two 
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April. 

at  both  ends,  where  the  water  freely  entered. 

Some  tents  were  now  eftabliflied  once  more  on  Point 
Venus,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  afironomical  obferva- 
tions,  as  well  as  for  the  convenience  of  trading,  wooding, 
and  watering.  The  captain,  Dr.  Sparrman,  and  my  father 
went  on  ftiorc,  whilft  I remained  on  board  fo  ill  that  I 
could  fcarcely  crawl  about.  I amufed  myfelf,  however, 
in  trading  out  of  the  cabin  windows,  and  by  that  means 
collected  a number  of  curious  fifli,.  whilft  they  brought 
home  nothing  new  from  their  excurfton.  They  had  found 
the  appearance  of  the  whole  country  much  improved  * 
the  verdure  luxuriant,  many  trees  ftill  loaded  with  fruit 
the  brooks  full  of  water,  and  a great  number  of  new 
houfes  built.  Mahine,  who  went  on  Ihorc  with  them,  did 
not  return  at  night,  having  found  feveral  of  his  relations, 
and  particularly  a After,  named  Tcioa,  one  of  the  prettiell 
women  on  the  whole  ifland,  who  was  married  to  a tall, 
well-made  man,  called  Noona,  of  the  better  clafs  of  people, 
and  native  of  Raietea.  His  houfe  was  very  large,  and  near 
our  tents,  being  only  about  a hundred  yards  beyond  the 
river.  Mahine  had  laid  afide  his  European  cloaths  before 
he  went  on  ftiorc,  and  put  on  the  elegant  new  drefles  his 
friends  had  brought  him,  with  a degree  of  pleafure  and 
eagernefs,  in  which  a natural  prcdile&ion  for  the  manners 
of  his  country  was  very  confpicuous.  There  are  many  in- 
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Ranees  among  different  nations  in  an  imperfeft  Rate  of 
civilization,  and  likewife  among  favages,  that  the  force  of 
habit  produces  this  effeft.  It  is  no  wonder  that  a native 
of  the  Society  IQcs  fliould  prefer  the  happy  life,  the  whole- 
fome  diet,  and  the  Ample  drefs  of  his  countrymen,  to  the 
conftant  agitation,  the  naufeous  food,  and  the  coarfc  auk- 
ward  garments  of  a fet  of  feafaring  Europeans } when  we 
have  feen  Elkimaux  return  with  the  utmoft  ardour  to  their 
own  defolate  country,  to  greafy  feal-fkins,  and  rancid  train- 
oil,  after  having  been  entertained  with  fubftantial  viands, 
the  pomp  of  drefs,  and  the  magnificence  of  London.  Ma- 
hine  had  indeed  found  the  happinefs  and  pleafure  which 
he  had  expedled.  He  was  courted  and  looked  upon  as  a 
prodigy  by  all  the  Tahcitians  who  faw  him  ; he  was  feafted 
with  their  choiceft  meats,  he  received  feveral  changes  of 
drefs,  and  revelled  among  the  nymphs  of  the  land.  Sen- 
fible  to  pleafure,  like  all  the  children  of  nature,  but  de- 
barred the  fight  of  his  pretty  countrywomen  for  a long 
while,  and  perhaps  tindfured  with  a double  relifh  for  fen- 
foality  by  his  acquaintance  with  failors,  the  facility  of  gra- 
tifying every  wilh  had  endeared  the  country  to  him,  and 
captivated  him  more  than  any  thing  elfc.  Befides  thefe 
incitements,  the  fhip,  in  a warm  climate,  was  but  an  un- 
comfortable abode  at  night.  There  he  would  have  been, 
pent  up  in  a narrow,  clofe,  ill-fcenicd  cabin ; whereas  on 
the  fliorc  he  breathed  a pure  air,  delicioufly  perfumed  by 
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aV./L  thc  exhalations  of  fragrant  flowers,  and  was  continually 
fanned  by  a cooling  gentle  land-wind,  exa&ly  like  young 
Zephyr,  who  has  fuch  great  obligation  to  the  poets.  What- 
ever the  exalted  degree  of  pleafure  might  be,  which  fell  to 
the  (hare  of  the  happy  Mahinc,  there  were  thofe  on  board 
who  thought  their  Gtuation  worthy  of  envy.  Immediately 
on  the  Gift  evening  feveral  women  came  on  board,  and  the 
exccfles  of  the  night  were  incredible.  1 have  already  ob- 
served before,  that  the  women  who  made  a practice  of  this 
intercourfc  were  all  of  the  common  or  lowed  clafs,  and  I 
Shall  only  add  at  prefenr,  that  they  were  the  Same  who  had 
been  So  liberal  of  their  favours  during  our  firfl.  flay  at  this 
illand.  It  is  therefore  obvious,  that  the  proftitutes  are  only 
a particular  Set  among  the  reft,  and  that  the  cuftom  is  far 
from  being  So  general  as  hath  been  hitherto  fuppofed,  on 
the  faith  of  other  accounts.  It  would  be  Angularly  abfurd, 
if  o-Mai  were  to  report  to  his  countrymen,  that  chaftity  is 
not  known  in  England,  bccaufc  he  did  not  find  the  ladies 
cruel  in  the  Strand. 

£*tunt*y  ij.  The  next  day  we  had  delightful  weather,  and  a great 
number  of  natives  came  on  board.  I ventured  to  go  on 
Shore  to  the  tents  in  the  forenoon,  but  after  walking  about 
thirty  yards,  I was  obliged  to  turn  back  and  fit  down,  in 
order  to  prevent  my  fainting  aw-ay.  The  fine  apples, 
which  the  natives  brought  for  Sale,  looked  So  extremely 
tempting,  that  I ventured  to  tranfgrcfs  the  pofitive  order  of 
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the  phyGcian,  and  having  regaled  myfclf  with  one  of  them, 
returned  on  board  immediately.  Not  lefs  than  fifty  large 
bonitos  had  been  purchafed  by  our  people  during  my  fhort 
flay  on  fhore,  for  fpikenails  and  knives  ; and  befides  thefe 
we  had  obtained  fuch  a quantity  of  fruit,  that  we  were 
enabled  to  ferve  it  out  in  plentiful  portions.  At  my  return 
I found  a native  in  irons,  who  had  already  taken  an  oppor- 
tunity to  pilfer  fome  nails  in  the  fliip.  Several  of  the  bet- 
ter fort  of  people  interceded  very  ftrongly,  and  prefented  a 
number  of  bonitos,  in  order  to  procure  his  releafe.  Thefe 
were  accepted,  and  he  was  fet  at  liberty,  with  a warning  not 
to  pradtife  the  fame  tricks  again. 

The  women  who  had  palled  the  firft  night  on  board 
returned  in  the  evening,  and  feveral  others  came  with 
them  fo  that  every  failor  had  his  partner.  The  night 
was  very  fair  and  moon-light,  and  being  dedicated  to  St. 
George,  the  tutelar  faint  of  England,  the  pleafurcs  of  Venus 
were  joined  to  the  ufual  orgies  of  the  feftival. 

Dr.  Sparrman  and  my  father  had  been  on  fhore  the  whole 
day,  and  returned  after  funfet.  They  had  walked  acrofs 
One-tree-hill  into  the  province  of  Parre.  There  they  met 
with  Tootahah’s  mother,  and  Happaf,  the  father  of  the 
king,  to  whom  they  made  fome  fmall  prefents.  They 
were  likewife  accofted  by  a native  there,  who  did  them  fe- 
veral good  offices,  and  particularly  fwam  a confiderable: 
way  in  a pond  where  they  had  Ihot  fome  wild-ducks. 

They 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


S& 

aV/i'i..  They  continued  marching  to  the  weftward  at  leaft  ten  miles 
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from  Point  Venus  to  their  new  friend’s  dwelling.  He 
prepared  them  a very  good  meal  of  fruit,  and  baked  them  a 
rich  and  mod  delicious  kind  of  pudding,  which  is  made  of 
the  kernel  of  coco- nuts  and  eddy-roots,  feraped  very  fmall, 
and  mixed  together.  The  trees  about  his  hut  furnifhed 
him  with  abundance  of  frefli  coco-nuts,  of  which  he  offered 
a great  number  to  his  guefts.  After  dinner  he  prefented 
them  with  a perfumed  drefs  of  the  befl  fort,  and  attended 
them  back  again  with  a quantity  of  fruit,  which  remained 
untouched.  He  flept  tha,t  night  on  board,  and  went  away 
the  next  morning  highly  delighted  with  fevcral  knives, 
nails,  and  beads.  As  they  returned  they  came  near  the  king's 
houfe,  and  there  faw  the  two  goats  which  captain  Furneaux 
had  prefented  to  him.  The  fhe-goat  had  brought  two  kids 
foon  after  our  departure,  which  were  alraoft  full-grown. 
The  whole  breed  was  in  excellent  order,  extremely  fleck  and 
well  fed,  and  their  hair  as  foft  as  filk.  If  the  natives  con- 
tinue t.o  take  the  fame  care  of  them,  they  will  fliortly  be 
able  to,  turn  them  wild  on  the  mountains,  where  they  would 
propagate  prodigioufly,  and  afford  them  a new  and  moft 
valuable  article  of  food. 

Sunday,,.  The  next  morning  L found  myfelf  greatly  relieved  by  the 
apple  which  I had  eaten  ; and  captain- Cook,  who  ftill  had 
fome  remains  of  his  bilious  complaint,  had  felt  the  fame 
effc&  from  the  ufe  of  this  excellent  fruit.  We  continued 
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therefore  to  cat  it ; and  recommended  it  to  all  the  bilious  A*”* 
patients.  Our  recovery  in  confequence  was  much  quicker 
than  we  had  any  reafon  to  expeft,  and  in  a few  days  no 
other  fymptom  than  a flight  wcaknefs  remained. 

A number  of  chiefs  came  on  board  this  day  with  large 
hogs,  and  canoes  loaded  with  fruit,  all  which  were  pur- 
chafed  for  iron  ware.  Towards  noon,  the  king,  O-Too, 
with  his  After  Towrai,  and  his  brother  came  on  board, 
though  it  had  rained  juft  before.  They  brought  a prefent 
of  feveral  hogs  to  captain  Cook,  and  the  king  feemed  to 
have  entirely  laid  afide  that  diftruft,  which  had  fo  ftrongly 
charadlerifed  him  before.  They  received  fomc  hatchets ; 
but  the  principal  thing  for  which  they  enquired  were  red 
parrot’s  feathers,  which  they  called  oora.  The  accounts  of 
Mahine,  and  the  little  prefents  of  this  precious  plumage 
which  he  had  made  to  his  friends,  had  given  rife  to  this  en- 
quiry. We  immediately  fearched  all  our  collodions  from 
the  Friendly  lflands,  and  found  a confiderablc  quantity, 
which  we  did  not  think  proper  to  (how  all  at  once.  O Too 
and  his  filler  were  gratified  with  a fight  of  a part  of  our 
riches,  at  which  they  feemed  perfectly  amazed  and  delight- 
ed. I have  already  mentioned,  when  I fpoke  of  purchafing 
thefc  feathers,  that  fome  were  glued  on  a piece  of  cloth 
dofe  to  each  other,  and  fome  were  difperfed  on  ftars  of  coco- 
nut core  wrought  in  fret-work.  Our  royal  guefts  received 
a fmall  portion  of  the  firft  fort,  about  the  fize  of  two  fing- 
Vol.  II.  I ers, 
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jig  ers,  befides  a ftar  or  two,  with  which,  for  the  prefect,  they 
went  away  contented,  as  it  feemed,  beyond  their  warmeft 
hopes.  Thefe  red  feathers,  with  which  they  ornament 
the  drefs  of  their  warriors,  and  which  perhaps  arc  made  ufe 
of  on  fome  other  folcmn  occafions,  are  valued  at  an  incre- 
dible rate  in  this  ifland,  and  clearly  prove  the  exigence  of  a 
great  degree  of  luxury  among  the  natives. 

Woodi?  Onahe  next  day  we  had  a number  of  vifits  from  dif- 

ferent chiefs,  amongft  whom  was  our  friend  Potatow,  his 
wife  Whaince-ow,  and  his  former  wife  Polatehera,  whom 
the  fame  of  our  great  riches  of  red  feathers  had  reached. 
They  brought  with  them  numbers  of  hogs,  many  of  which 
were  exchanged  with  the  utmoll  avidity  for  fmall  pieces  of 
cloth  covered  with  red  feathers.  The  difference  between 
the  prefent  opulence  of  thefe  iflanders,  and  their  fuuation 
eight  months  before,  was  very  alloniffiing  to  us.  It  was 
with  the  utmoft  difficulty  that  we  had  been  able  to  pur- 
chafe  a few  hogs  during  our  fir  A flay,  having  been  obliged 
to  look  upon  it  as  a great  favour,  when  the  king  or  chief 
parted  with  one  of  thefe  animals.  At  prefent  our  decks 
were  fo  crouded  with  them,  that  we  were  obliged. to  make 
a hog-fiye  on  fhore.  We  concluded,  therefore,  that  they 
were  now  entirely  recovered  from  the  blow  which  they  had 
received  in  their  late  unfortunate  war  with  the  leffer  penin- 
fula,  and  of  which  they  ftill  felt  the  bad  effetfts  at  our  vifit 
in  Augufi  j 773.  In  the  morning  we  had  continual  hard 
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fhowers,  and  fuch  violent  thunder  and  lightning,  that,  for 
the  fake  of  greater  fafety,  a copper  chain  was  fixed  to  the 
maintop-gallant-maft-head.  Juft  as  a failor  was  clearing 
it  of  the  (hrouds,  and  had  thrown  the  end  over  board,  a ter- 
rible flafh  of  lightning  appeared  exatftly  over  the  (hip,  and 
the  flame  was  fecn  to  run  down  along  the  whole  length  of 
the  chain.  A tremendous  thunder-clap  inflantaneoufly  fol- 
lowed, whieh  Ihook  the  whole  fliip,  to  the  no  fmall  fur- 
prize  of  both  the  Europeans  and  Taheitians  on  board. 
However  we  happily  fullered  not  the  lead  darriage  from 
this  explofion.  This  circumftance  confirms  the  great  ufe 
of  the  eleftrical  chain,  which  had  been  fo  cleaily  proved 
at  Batavia,  while  captain  Cook  lay  there  in  the  En- 
deavour *. 

The  rain  did  not  abate  till  the  evening,  when  the  fliowers 
became  intermittent,  and  entirely  ccafed  the  next  morning. 
The  firft  intelligence  which  we  received  from  our  tents  was, 
that  feveral  waiftcoats  and  blankets  belonging  to  the  cap- 
tain had  been  flolen  by  the  natives,  from  the  man  who  was 
waftiing  them.  The  captain  embarked  therefore  about  ten 
o’clock,  in  order  to  vifit  O-Too,  by  whofe  help  he  hoped  to 
recover  his  bed-cloaihs.  1 was  now  fo  well  recovered,  that 
I ventured  to  accompany  him  in  the  boat,  with  my  father, 
Dr.  Sparrman,  and  fome  others.  When  we  approached  O- 

* See  Hjwkfworth’s  Compilation,  vol.  III.  p.  712. 
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Parre,  we  beheld  one  of  the  mod  magnificent  fights  which  it 
is  poflible  to  be  entertained  with  in  the  South  Sea.  This 
was  a very  numerous  fleet  of  great  war-canoes,  lying  ar- 
ranged along  the  fliore,  completely  fitted  out,  and  manned 
with  rowers  and  warriors,  dreflcd  in  their  robes,  targets,  and 
towering  helmets.  The  fliorcs  were  lined  with  crouds  of 
people,  and  a kind  of  folemn  filence  prevailed  among  them. 
We  landed,  and  were  met  by  Tee,  one  of  the  king’s  uncles, 
who  was  going  to  lead  captain  Cook  into  the  country,  when 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  fleet  flepped  on  fliore  and  met 
{hem.  At  fight  of  him  the  common  people  exclaimed, 
“ Towhah  is  coming,"  and  made  room  for  him  with  a de- 
gree of  veneration  which  furprifed  us.  The  chief  ad- 
vanced to  captain  Cook,  and  taking  him  by  the  hand,  called 
him  his  friend,  and  defired  him  to  flep  into  his  canoe.  It 
appeared  to  us  at  that  time  that  Tee  was  uneafy,  and  did 
not  approve  of  captain  Cook’s  going  with  Towhah  ; there- 
fore, when  we  were  juft  abreaft  of  his  canoe,  which  was 
one  of  the  largcft,  the  captain  (lopped  (hort,  and  refufed  to 
go  on  board.  Towhah  left  him  very  coolly,  and,  to  all 
appearance  hurt  at  the  refufal,  ftepped  into  one  of  the  ca- 
noes. We  then  walked  down  along  the  whole  range  of 
veflels,  whofe  prows  were  turned  to  the  fliore.  All  our 
former  ideas  of  the  power  and  affluence  of  this  ifland  were 
fo  greatly  furpafled  by  this  magnificent  fcenc,  that  we  were 
jierfedlly  left  in  admiration.  We  counted  no  lefs  than  one 
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hundred  and  fifty-nine  great  double  war-canoes,  from  fifty 
to  ninety  feet  long  betwixt  (lera  and  ftern.  When  we  con- 

s 

fidcr  the  imperfeCt  tools  which  thcfc  people  arc  poflefled  of, 
we  can  never  fufficicntly  admire  the  patience  and  labour 
with  which  they  have  cut  down  huge  trees,  dubbed  the 
plank,  made  them  perfectly  fmooth,  and  at  lafl  brought 
thefe  unweildy  vclTcls  to  the  great  degree  of  perfection  in 
which  we  faw  them.  A hatchet,  or,  properly,  an  adze  of 
{lone,  a chiflel,  and  a piece  of  coral,  are  their  tools,  to  which 
they  only  add  the  rough  fkin  of  a ray,  when  they  fmooth 
or  polilh  their  timber.  All  thefe  canoes  are  double,  that  is* 
two  joined  together,  fide  by  fide,  by  fifteen  or  eighteen  firong 
tranfverfc  timbers, which  fometimes  project  a great  way  beyond 
both  the  hulls,  being  from  twelve  to  four  and  twenty  feet  in 
length,  and  about  three  feet  and  a half  afunder.  When  they 
are  fo  long,  they  make  a platform,  fifty,  fixty,  or  feventy  feet 
in  length.  On  the  outGdc  of  each  canoe  there  are,  in  that 
cafe,  two  or  three  longitudinal  fpars,  and  between  the  two 
connected  canoes  one  fpar  is  fixed  to  the  tranfverfc  beams. 
The  heads  and  fierns  were  raifed  feveral  feet  out  of  the  wa- 
ter, particularly  the  latter,  which  flood  up  like  long  beaks, 
fometimes  near  twenty  feet  high,  and  were  cut  into  various 
lhapes.  A white  piece  of  cloth  was  commonly  fixed  be- 
tween the  two  beaks  of  each  double  canoe,  in  lieu  of  an 
enfign,  and  the  wind  fwelled  it  out  like  a fail.  Some  had 
Jikewifc  a ftriped  cloth,  with  various  red  chequers,  which, 
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as  we  afterwards  learned,  were  the  marks  of  the  divifions 
under  the  different  commanders.  At  the  head  there  was 
a tall  pillar  of  carved-work,  on  the  top  of  which  Rood 
the  figure  of  a man,  or  rather  of  an  urchin,  whofe  face 
was  commonly  (haded  by  a board  like  a bonnet,  and  fomc- 
times  painted  red  with  ochre.  Thefe  pillars  were  gene- 
rally covered  with  bunches  of  black  feathers,  and  long 
dreamers  of  feathers  hung  from  them.  The  gunwale  of 
the  canoes  was  commonly  two  or  three  feet  above  the  wa- 
ter, but  not  always  formed  in  the  fame  manner  ; for  fome 
had  flat  bottoms,  and  fides  nearly  perpendicular  upon  them, 
whilft  others  were  bow-fided,  with  a (harp  keel,  like  the 
fetdion  drawn  in  captain  Cook’s  firft  voyage  *.  A fighting 
flage  was  ere&ed  towards  the  head  of  the  boat,  and  reded 
on  pillars  from  four  to  fix  feet  high,  generally  ornamented 
with  carving.  This  flage  extended  beyond  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  double  canoe,  and  was  from  twenty  to 
twenty- four  feet  long,  and  about  eight  or  ten  feet  wide. 
The  rowers  fat  in  the  canoe,  or  under  the  fighting  flage 
on  the  platform,  which  confided  of  the  tranfverfe  beams 
and  longitudinal  fpars  ; fo  that  wherever  thefe  eroded,  there 
was  room  for  one  man  in  the  compartment.  Thofe  which 
had  eighteen  beams,  and  three  longitudinal  fpars  on  each 
fide,  befides  one  longitudinal  fpar  between  the  two  canoes. 


• See  Hawlcefwortb,  vol.  II.  p.  215. 
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had  confequently  no  lcfs  than  a hundred  and  forty-four 
rowers,  befides  eight  men  to  fleer  them,  four  of  whom 
were  placed  in  each  ftern.  This  however  was  not  the  cafe 
with  the  greateft  part  of  the  canoes  here  affembled,  which 
had  no  projetting  platforms,  and  where  the  rowers  or  pad- 
dlers  fat  in  the  hulls  of  the  canoe.  The  warriors  were 
ftationed  on  the  fighting  flage,  to  the  number  of  fifteen  or 
twenty.  Their  drefs  was  the  mod  Angular,  and  at  the  fame 
time  the  moft  fhewy  fight  in  the  whole  fleet.  They  had 
three  large  and  ample  pieces  of  cloth,  with  a hole  in  the 
middle,  put  on  one  above  another.  The  undermoft  and 
largcft  was  white,  the  next  red,  and  the  tippermoft  and 
fhorteft  brown.  Their  targets  or  breaft  plates  were  made 
of  wicker-work,  covered  with  feathers  and  fhark’s  teeth, 
and  hardly  any  of  the  warriors  were  without  them.  On 
the  contrary,  thofe  who  wore  helmets  were  few  in  num- 
ber. Thefe  helmets  were  of  an  enormous  flze,  being  near 
five  feet  high.  They  conflftcd  of  a long  cylindrical  bafket 
of  wicker-work,  of  which  the  foremoft  half  was  hid  by 
a fcmicylinder  of  a clofer  texture,  which  became  broader 
towards  the  top,  and  there  feparated  from  the  bafket,  fo 
as  to  come  forwards  in  a curve.  This  frontlet,  of  the  length 
of  four  feet,  was  clofely  covered  with  the  glofly  bluifh  green 
feathers  of  a fort  of  pigeon,  and  with  an  elegant  border 
of  white  plumes.  A prodigious  number  of  the  long  tail 
feathers  of  tropic  birds  diverged  from  its  edges,  in  a radi- 
ant 
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ant  line,  rcfcmbling  that  glory  of  light  with  which  our 
painters  commonly  ornament  the  heads  of  angels  and  faints. 
A large  turban  of  cloth  was  required  for  this  huge  un- 
wcildy  machine  to  reft  upon  ; but  as  it  is  intended  merely 
to  flrike  the  beholder  with  admiration,  and  can  be  of  no 
fenr ice,  the  warriors  foon  took  it  off,  and  placed  it  on  the 
platform  near  them.  The  principal  commanders  were 
moreover  diftinguifhed  by  long  round  tails,  made  of  green 
and  yellow  feathers,  which  hung  down  on  the  back,  and 
put  us  in  mind  of  the  Turkidi  balhas.  Towhah,  their  ad- 
miral, wore  five  of  them,  to  the  ends  of  which  feveral 
firings  of  coco-nut  core  were  added,  with  a few  red  fea- 
thers affixed  to  them.  He  had  no  helmet  on,  but  wore  a 
fine  turban,  which  fat  very  gracefully  upon  his  head.  He 
was  a man  fcemingly  near  fixty  years  of  age,  but  extremely 
vigorous,  tall,  and  of  a very  engaging  noble  coun- 
tenance. 

Having  reached  our  boat  again,  we  rowed  along  under 
the  fterns  of  the  canoes  to  the  end  of  the  file.  In  each  ca- 
noe we  took  notice  of  vaft  bundles  of  fpears,  and  long  clubs 
or  battle-axes,  placed  upright  againft  the  platform  ; and 
every  warrior  had  either  a club  or  fpear  in  his  hand.  Vaft 
heaps  of  large  flones  were  likewife  piled  up  in  every  canoe, 
being  their  only  miflile  weapons.  Befidcs  the  veffels  of 
war,  which  we  found  to  'confift  of  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  double  canoes,  we  counted  feventy  fmaller  canoes  with- 
out 
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out  the  ranks,  moft  of  which  were  double  likewife,  with  a 
roof  on  the  flcrn,  intended  for  the  reception  of  the  chiefs  at 
night,  and  as  victuallers  to  the  fleet.  A few  of  them  were 
feen,  on  which  banana-leaves  were  very  confpicuous  ; and 
thefe  the  natives  told  us  were  to  receive  the  killed,  and  they 
called  them  e -w  no  t'Eotua,  “ the  canoes  of  the  Divinity.’’ 
The  immenfe  number  of  people  thus  aflcmbled  together  was, 
in  faCt,  more  furprifmg  than  the  fplendor  of  the  whole 
fhew.  Upon  a very  moderate  calculation,  there  could  not 
be  lefs  than  fifteen  hundred  warriors,  and  four  thoufand 
paddlcrs,  befides  thofe  who  were  in  the  provifion- boats,  and 
the  prodigious  crouds  on  the  fhore. 

We  were  at  a lofs  to  know  the  meaning  of  this  arma- 
ment, nor  could  we  obtain  any  information  till  we  came  back 
to  our  fhip.  The  king  having  left  O-Parre,  and  gone  into 
the  diflritft  of  Matavai,  we  returned  on  board  about  noon. 
There  we  found  many  chiefs,  and  among  the  reft  Potatow, 
who  dined  with  us,  and  informed  us,  that  the  whole  ar- 
mament was  intended  againfl  the  ifland  of  Eimco,  of  which 
the  chief,  a vaflal  of  O-Too,  had  revolted.  We  learnt  at  the 
fame  time,  to  our  greater  furprizc,  that  the  fleet  which  we 
had  feen  was  only  the  naval  force  of  the  fingle  diflriCt  of 
Atahooroo,  and  that  all  the  other  diflri&s  could  furnifh 
their  quota  of  veflels  in  proportion  to  their  fize.  This  ac- 
count opened  our  eyes,  in  regard  to  the  population  of  the 
ifland,  and  convinced  us  in  a few  moments,  that  it  was 
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Arltl.  nmch  more  confiderable  than  we  had  hitherto  fuppofed. 
The  refult  of  a mod  moderate  computation  gave  us  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  perfons  in  the  two  peninfu- 
las  of  Taheitee  *. 

The  number  of  diftridts  in  both  peninfulas  amounts  to 
forty-three  ; we  aflumed  at  a medium,  that  each  could 
equip  only  twenty  war-canoes,  and  we  fuppofed  each  of 
thefe  to  be  manned  only  with  thirty-five  men.  The  fum 
of  men  employed  in  the  fleet,  exclufivc  of  the  attending 
boats,  would  then  be  no  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand ; and 
thefe  we  aflume  as  the  fourth  part  of  the  whole  nation. 
What  makes  this  computation  ftill  more  moderate  is,  that 
we  fuppofe  thefe  thirty  thoufand  to  be  the  whole  number  of 
perfons  capable  of  bearing  arms,  or  fit  for  fervice  ; and  that 
the  common  proportion  of  thefe  men,  to  the  reft  of  the  peo- 
ple, is  much  fmaller  than  one  fourth,  in  all  the  countries  of 
Europe. 

Captain  Cook  returned  to  O-Parrc  with  us  in  the  after- 
noon. The  whole  fleet  had  already  left  that  diftridl,  and 
the  canoes  were  difperfed;  but  we  found  O-Too,  and  were 
extremely  well  received.  He  conducted  us  to  feveral  of  his 
houfes,  through  a country  which  perfectly  refemblcd  a gar- 
den ; fhady  fruit-trees,  fhrubberics  with  odoriferous  flow- 

* This  calculation  was  afterwards  confirmed  to  be  very  low,  when  we  faw  tha 
fleet  of  the  fmalleft  diftridl,  which  amounted  to  forty-four  war-canoes,  bclides  twenty 
or  five  and  twenty  of  a fmaller  fize. 
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crs,  and  rivulets  enlarged  into  limpid  lliects  of  water,  con- 
tinually varied  before  the  eye.  The  houfes  were  all  kept  in 
the  bell  order ; fome  were  furrounded  with  walls  of  reeds, 
but  others  were  open  like  the  ufual  dwellings  of  the  peo- 
ple. We  palTed  feveral  hours  in  his  company,  with  fome 
of  his  relations,  and  principal  attendants,  who  took 
every  method  to  exprefs  their  fricndfhip  towards  us.  The 
converfation,  though  not  yet  very  coherent,  was  however 
extremely  lively  ; and  the  women  in  particular  laughed  and 
chatted  with  the  greateft  good  humour.  We  often  found 
them  diverting  each  other  by  playing  upon  words  ; and 
fometimes  we  were  highly  entertained  with  a real  witty 
ilroke,  or  a humorous  fally.  It  was  near  funfet  when  we 
departed,  after  fharing  fome  part  of  the  happinefs  which 
feems  to  be  fo  natural  to  this  favoured  ifland.  The  calm 
contented  flate  of  the  natives ; their  (implc  way  of  life ; the 
beauty  of  the  landfcape  j the  excellence  of  the  climate  ; the 
abundance,  falubrity,  and  delicious  tafte  of  its  fruits,  were 
altogether  enchanting,  and  filled  the  heart  with  rapture. 
Surely  the  fatisfa&ion  which  we  naturally  feel  in  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  others,  is  one  of  the  moft  delightful  fenfations 
with  which  the  human  foul  is  blefled. 

The  next  morning  the  captain  and  my  father  paid  an- 
other vifit  to  O-Too  at  Parre,  and  found  there  the  admiral 
of  the  fleet,  Towhah,  to  whom  they  were  introduced  by 
O-Too  himfelf.  They  all  came  on  board  before  noon,  and 
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vifited  every  part  of  the  fiiip  above  and  below  decks,  parti- 
cularly to  gratify  the  curiofity  of  Towhah,  who  had  never 
fecn  a ffiip  before  in  his  life.  He  paid  more  attention  to  the 
multitude  of  new  objetts  on  board,  to  the  flrength  and  fize  of 
the  timbers,  mads,  and  ropes,  than  any  Taheitianwehadcver 
feen,  and  found  our  tackle  fo  cxcccdingl  y fuperior  to  that  which 
is  ufual  in  his  country,  that  he  exprefl'ed  a wifh  to  poffitfs  fe- 
veral  articles,  efpecially  cables  and  anchors.  He  was  now 
drefled  like  the  reft  of  the  people  in  this  happy  ifland,  and 
naked  to  the  waift,  being  in  the  king’s  prelence.  His  ap- 
pearance was  fo  much  altered  from  what  it  had  been  the 
day  before,  that  I had  fome  difficulty  to  recollect  him. 
He  appeared  now  very  lufty,  and  had  a moft  portly  paunch, 
which  it  was  impoffible  to  difeern  under  the  long  fpacious- 
robes  of  tvar.  His  hair  was  of  a fine  filvery  grey,  and  hia 
countenance  was  the  moft  engaging  and  truly  good-natured 
which  I ever  beheld  in  thefe  iflands.  The  king  and  he 
(laid  and  dined  with  us  this  day,  eating  with  a very  hearty 
appetite  of  all  that  was  fet  before  them.  O-Too  had  en- 
tirely loft  his  uneafy,  diftruftful  air ; he  feemed  to  be  at 
home,  and  took  a great  pleafure  in  inftruifting  Towhah  in 
our  manners.  He  taught  him  to  make  ufe  of  the  knife 
and  fork,  to  cat  fait  to  his  meat,  and  to  drink  wine.  He 
himfelf  did  not  refufe  to  drink  a glafs  of  this  generous  li- 
quor, and  joked  with  Towhah  upon  its  red  colour,  telling 
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him  it  was  blood.  The  honeft  admiral  having  tailed  our 
grog,  which  is  a mixture  of  brandy  and  water,  delired  to 
talk  of  the  brandy  by  itfclf,  which  he  called  f vai  no  Bretanner,. 
Britifh  water,  and  drank  ofl'a  fmall  glafs  full,  without  mak- 
ing a wry  face.  Both  he  and  his  Taheitian  majelly  were 
extremely  chcarful  and  happy,  and  appeared  to  like  our  way 
of  living,  and  our  cookery  of  their  own  excellent  provi- 
fions.  They  told  us  that  their  fleet  was  intended  to  reduce 
the  rebellious  people  of  Eimeo  (or  York  llland)  and  their 
chief,  Te-aree-Tabonooee,  to  obedience,  adding,  that  they 
would  make  the  attack  in  a dillri<5b  of  that  illand,  called 
Morca.  Captain  Cook  propofed,  in  jell,  to  accompany  them 
with  his  fhip,  and  to  fire  upon  the  enemies  of  O-Too, 
which  at  firll  they  fmiled  at,  and  approved  of ; but  presently 
after  they  talked  among  themfclves,  and  then  changing 
their  tone,  faid  they  could  not  make  ufe  of  his  alfillancc, 
being  refolved  to  go  out  again!!  Eimeo  the  fifth  day  after 
our  departure.  Whatever  might  be  the  real  motive  of 
this  rcfolution,  it  certainly  was  the  raoft  politic  in  their  fi- 
tuation.  We  were  too  powerful  an  ally,  not  to  be  for- 
midable even  to  thofe  for  whom  we  fhould  fight;  and. 
waving  that  confideration,  it  was  making  the  people  of  Ei- 
meo too  important,  to  bring  our  invincible  four- pounders 
againll  them;  for  to  thefe  only  would  the  victory  be  aferib- 
ed,  even  by  the  vanquilhed ; and  as  foon  as  we  fhould  have 
left  the  illand,  the  conquerors  would  lofc  much  of.  that  inw 
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portance  which  they  had  in  the  eyes  of  their  enemies  before 
the  battle.  Such  a degree  of  contempt  might  prove  fatal 
to  them  in  the  end. 

My  father,  with  Dr.  Sparrman,  a failor  and  a marine, 
went  on  fliorc  the  next  day  in  the  afternoon,  with  an  in- 
tent to  go  up  to  the  fummit  of  the  mountains.  We  had 
a great  number  of  canoes  about  us  all  this  time,  and  in 
them  there  were  always  fome  chiefs  of  different  diftrifts, 
who  brought  on  board  their  hogs,  and  their  moll  valu- 
able pofleffions,  in  order  to  exchange  them  for  red  feathers, 
on  which  they  placed  an  extravagant  value.  Thefe  fea- 
thers produced  a great  revolution  in  the  connections  which 
the  women  had  formed  with  our  failors  ; and  happy  was 
he  who  had  laid  in  a fufiicient  flock  of  this  ufeful  and  pre- 
cious merchandize  at  the  Friendly  Iflands  ; the  women 
crouded  about  him,  and  he  had  the  choice  of  the  fairefl. 
That  our  red  feathers  had  infufed  a general  and  irrefiftible 
longing  into  the  minds  of  all  the  people,  will  appear  from 
the  following  circumftance.  I have  obferved,  in  the  for- 
mer part  of  this  narrative,  that  the  women  of  the  families 
of  chiefs  never  admitted  the  viGts  of  Europeans  ; and  alfo 
that  whatever  liberties  fome  unmarried  girls  might  with 
impunity  allow  themfelves,  the  married  flate  had  always 
been  held  facred  and  unfpotted  at  Taheitee.  But  fuch  was 
the  force  of  the  temptation,  that  a chief  actually  offered 
his  wife  to  captain  Cook,  and  the  lady,  by  her  hufband’s 
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order,  attempted  to  captivate  him,  by  an  artful  difplay  of 
all  her  charms,  feemingly  in  fuch  a carelefs  manner,  as 
many  a woman  would  be  at  a lofs  to  imitate.  I was  forry, 
for  the  fake  of  human  nature,  that  this  propofal  came  from 
a man,  whofe  general  charafter  was  in  other  refpedts  very 
fair.  It  was  Potatow  who  could  defeend  to  this  mcannefs, 
from  the  high  fpirit  of  grandeur  which  he  had  formerly 
Ihewn.  We  expreffed  great  indignation  at  his  conduit, 
and  rebuked  him  for  his  frailty.  It  was  very  fortunate 
for  us,  that  a confiderable  quantity  of  this  red  plumage 
had  been  difpofed  of  by  our  failors  at  the  Marquefas,  in 
exchange  for  artificial  curiofitics,  before  they  knew  the 
high  value  which  it  bore  at  Taheitee.  Had  all  thefe  riches 
been  brought  to  this  ifland,  the  price  of  provifions  would 
in  all  likelihood  have  been  raifed  to  fuch  an  unreafonable 
height,  that  we  might  have  fared  even  worfe  than  during 
our  firft  vifit.  A Angle  little  feather  was  a valuable  pre- 
fent,  much  fuperior  to  a bead  or  a nail,  and  a very  fmall 
bit  of  cloth,  clofely  covered  with  them,  produced  fuch  ex- 
tatic  joy  in  him  who  received  it,  as  we  might  fuppofe  in 
an  European,  who  fhould  unexpe&edly  find  the  diamond 
of  the  Great  Mogol.  Potatow  brought  on  board  his  mon- 
ftrous  helmet  of  war  of  five  feet  high,  and  fold  it  for  red 
feathers  ; fome  others  followed  his  example,  and  targets 
without  number  were  bought  by  almoft  every  failor.  But 
much  more  furprifing  than  this,  was  their  offering  for  fale 
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thofe  curious  and  Angular  mourning  dreffcs,  which  -are 
mentioned  in  captain  Cook’s  firft  voyage  *,  and  which  they 
would  not  part  with  on  any  account  at  that  time.  Thefe 
drefies  being  made  of  the  rareft  produ&ions  of  their  illand, 
and  of  the  furrounding  fea,  and  being  wrought  with  the 
greateft  care  and  ingenuity,  mull  of  courfe  bear  a very  con- 
fiderable  value  among  them.  A number  of  complete 
mourning  dreffes,  not  Icfs  than  ten,  were  purchafcd 
by  different  perfons  on  board,  and  brought  to  England. 
Captain  Cook  has  given  one  to  the  Britilh  Mufcum, 
and  my  father  has  had  the  honour  of  prefenting  an- 
other to  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  now  dcpoGted  in  the 
Aflimolean  Mufcum.  This  remarkable  drefs  confiils  of 
a thin  flat  board,  of  a femicircular  form,  about  two  feet 
long,  and  four  or  Gve  inches  broad.  Upon  thefe  are  fixed 
four  or  five  chofen  mother  of  pearl  (hells,  by  means  of 
firings  of  coco-nut  core  paffed  through  feveral  holes  whicli 
are  pierced  in  the  wood,  and  in  the  edges  of  the  (lulls.  A 
larger  (hell  of  the  fame  kind,  fringed  with  blui(h-grcen 
pigeon’s  feathers,  is  fixed  to  each  end  of  this  board,  of  which 
the  concave  margin  is  placed  upwards.  Upon  the  middle 
of  the  concave  margin  there  are  two  (hells,  which  together 
form  nearly  a circle  about  fix  inches  in  diameter  ; and  on 
the  top  of  thefe  a very  large  piece  of  mother  of  pearl,  com- 

• Sce  Hawkfworth'j  Compilation,  vol.  II.  p.  1+3.  146.  *36.  alfo  the  plate. 
No.  j. 
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monly  with  its  purple  coating  on,  is  placed  upright.  It  is 
of  an  oblong  fhape,  enlarging  rather  towards  the  upper 
end,  and  its  height  is  nine  or  ten  inches.  A great  number 
of  long  white  feathers,  from  the  tropic  bird's  tail,  form  a ra- 
diant circle  round  it.  From  the  convex  margin  of  the  board 
hangs  down  a tiflue  of  frnall  pieces  of  mother  of  pearl,  in 
fize  and  fhape  fomething  like  an  apron.  This  confifls  of 
ten  or  fifteen  rows  of  pieces  about  an  inch  and  a half 
long,  and  one-tenth  of  an  inch  in  breadth,  each  piece 
being  perforated  at  both  ends,  in  order  to  be  fixed  to  the 
other  rows.  Thefe  rows  are  made  perfe&ly  ftreight  and 
parallel  to  each  other ; therefore  the  uppermoft  arc  divided, 
and  extremely  fhort,  on  account  of  the  femicircular  fhape  of 
the  board.  The  lower  rows  are  likewife  commonly  nar- 
rower, and  from  the  ends  of  each  row  a firing  hangs  down, 
ornamented  with  cpercula  of  fhells,  and  fometimes  with  Eu- 
ropean beads.  A tafiel  or  round  tail  of  green  and  yellow 
feathers  hangs  down  from  the  upper  ends  of  the  board  on 
the  fide  of  the  apron,  which  is  the  moll  fhewy  part  of  the 
whole  drefs.  A ftrong  rope  is  fixed  on  each  fide  of  that 
pair  of  fhells,  which  refis  immediately  upon  the  concave 
margin  of  thd  board,  and  this  firing  is  tied  about  the  head 
of -the  perfon  who  wears  the  drefs.  The  whole  piece  hangs 
down  perpendicularly  before  him,  the  apron  hides  his 
bread  and  fiomach,  the  board  covers  his  neck  and  Ihoul- 
ders,  and  the  firft  pair  of  fhells  comes  before  his  face.  In 
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one  of  thefe  fhclls  there  is  a fmall  hole  cut  our,  through 
which  the  wearer  mull  look  in  order  to  find  his  way.  The 
uppermod  fhell,  and  the  long  feathers  round  it,  extend  at 
lead  two  feet  beyond  the  natural  height  of  the  man.  The 
other  parts  of  his  drefs  are  not  lefs  remarkable.  He  puts 
on  a mat  or  a piece  of  cloth  with  a hole  in  the  middle,  like 
the  ufual  drefs  of  the  country.  Over  this  he  places  an- 
other of  the  fame  fort,  but  of  which  the  fore  part  hangs 
down  almoft  to  the  feet,  and  is  befet  with  many  rows  of 
buttons  made  of  pieces  of  coco-nut  fhell.  A belt,  confiding 
of  a twided  rope  of  brown  and  white  cloth,  is  tied  over  this 
drefs  round  the  waid ; a large  cloak  of  net-work,  clofely 
befet  with  great  bluilh  feathers,  covers  the  whole  back ; and 
a turban  of  brown  and  yellow  cloth,  bound  with  a great 
quantity  of  fmall  twided  ropes  of  brown  and  white  cloth,  is 
placed  on  the  head.  An  ample  hood  of  alternate  parallel 
dripes  of  brown,  yellow,  and  white  cloth  defeends  from  the 
turban  to  cover  the  neck  and  Ihoulders,  in  order  that  as  lit- 
tle as  pofiible  of  the  human  figure  may  appear.  Com- 
monly the  neared  relation  of  the  deceafed  wears  this  whim- 
fical  drefs,  and  carries  in  one  hand  a pair  of  large  pcarl- 
fhells,  which  are  clapped  or  beaten  together  continually, 
and  in  the  other  a dick,  armed  with  fhark’s  teeth,  with 
which  he  wounds  any  of  the  natives  who  chance  to  come 
near  him  *.  What  may  have  been  the  origin  of  this  fingu- 


• See  Hawkcfworth,  vol.  II.  p.  236. 
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lar  cuflom  we  cannot  determine ; but  to  me  it  feems  to  be 
calculated  to  infpire  horror  j and  the  fantaftical  drefs  in 
which  it  is  performed,  has  fo  much  of  that  ftrange  and  ter- 
rifying fhape  which  our  nurfes  attribute  to  ghofts  and  gob- 
lins, that  I am  almoft  tempted  to  believe  l'ome  ridiculous  fu- 
perftition  lurks  under  this  funeral  rite.  The  fpirit  of  the 
dcceafed,  exacting  a tribute  of  grief  and  tears  from  its  fur- 
vivors,  and  therefore  wounding  them  with  the  fhark’s 
teeth,  would  not  be  an  idea  too  extravagant  for  men  to  have 
adopted.  Whatever  it  might  be,  we  never  could  obtain  any 
intelligence  from  the  natives  on  the  fubjeft  ; they  gave  us 
an  account  of  the  ceremony,  and  of  the  drefs,  telling  us 
the  names  of  every  part ; but  it  was  impoflible  to  make 
ourfelves  underftood,  as  foon  as  we  wanted  to  know  why  it 
was  fo?  The  moll  Angular  fa<5t  with  which  Mahine  acquaint- 
us,  relative  to  the  mourning  rite,  was,  that  at  the  death  of 
a man,  a woman  performs  the  ceremony  ; but  when  a wo- 
man dies,  a man  mull  go  the  rounds  with  the  fcare-crow 
drefs.  In  England  the  curiofity  has  been  fo  great,  that  a 
Tal\eitian  mourning-drefs,  which  a failor  brought  over,  has 
been  fold  for  five  and  twenty  guineas.  But  in  this  refpedt 
the  Taheitians  are  no  way  inferior  to  civilized  nations.  In 
confequence  of  Mahine’s  relation  of  his  adventures,  the 
chiefs  continually  importuned  us  to  give  them  curiofitics 
from  Tonga-Tabboo,  Wathoo,  and  Waitahoo*,  inflead  of 
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Englifli  goods,  in  exchange  for  their  provifions  and  curiofi- 
ties.  The  feathered  hcad-drcfles  of  the  two  lafl  iflands,  anti 
the  balkcts,  clubs,  and  painted  cloth  of  the  former,  plcafed 
them  exccflively ; nay,  they  were  eager  to  poflefs  the  mat3 
of  Tonga-Tabboo,  though  in  general  they  perfectly  re- 
fcmblcd  their  own  manufaifture.  Our  failors  therefore  fre- 
quently took  advantage  of  their  difpofition,  and  gave 
them  the  fame  mats  under  another  name,  which  they  had 
formerly  purchased  in  their  own  ifland,  or  in  the  Society 
Iflands.  Thus  there  is  a fimilarity  in  the  general  inclinations 
of  human  nature,  and  particularly  in  the  defires  of  all  na- 
tions who  are  not  in  a ftate  of  favage  barbarifm,  but 
have  the  advantage  of  civilization.  The  refemblance  wilt 
appear  ftill  more  perfetft,  if  we  relate  with  what  cagernefs 
the  Taheitians  liftened  to  the  accounts  of  their  youthful  tra- 
veller. They  always  attended  him  in  crouds,  their  oldeft 
men  efteemed  him  highly,  and  the  principal  people  of  the 
ifland,  not  excepting  the  royal  family,  courted  his  company. 
Befides  the  plcafureof  hearing  him,  they  had  likewife  that 
of  obtaining  a number  of  valuable  prefents  from  him,  which 
cod  them  only  a few  kind  expreflions.  His  time  was  fo 
agreeably  taken  up  on  ftiore,  as  he  found  new  friends  in 
every  hut,  that  he  feldom  came  on  board,  unlcfs  to  fetch  a 
new  fet  of  prefents,  or  to  fhew  the  {hip  to  his  acquaintance, 
and  to  introduce  them  to  captain  Cook  and  his  fhipmates. 
His  {lories,  however,  were  too  wonderful  fometimes  to  find 
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ready  belief  among  his  audience,  who  now  and  then  applied  Ay«- 
tn  us  for  a confirmation  of  his  account.  The  rain  con- 
verted into  ftone,  the  folid  white  rocks  and  mountains  which 
we  melted  into  frelh  water,  and  the  perpetual  day  of  the 
antar&ic  circle,  were  articles  which  even  ourfelvcs  could 
not  perfuadc  them  to  credit.  The  account  of  canibals  in 
New  Zeeland  was  more  eafily  believed,  though  it  filled  them 
with  horror.  lie  brought  on  board  a company  of  the  na- 
tives during  my  father’s  abfence  on  the  hills,  who  were 
come  on  purpofe  to  fee  the  head  of  the  New  Zeeland  boy, 
which  Mr.  Picket fgill  had  preferved  in  fpirits.  He  readily 
gratified  them  with  the  fight,  and  their  report  brought  great 
numbers  to  fee  it.  I was  prefent  when  it  was  fiicwn,  and 
it  llruck  me  to  hear  them  give  it  a peculiar  name  in  then- 
language.  They  unanimoufly  called  it  teTae-ai,  which  appears 
to  be  equivalent  to  “ man  eater.”  The  rcfult  of  my  en- 
quiries among  many  of  the  chiefs  and  moll  intelligent  people, 
on  this  extraordinary  circumftancc,  was  the  following.  They 
faid  they  had  a traditional  report  among  them,  that  in  an 
indefinite  but  very  remote  period  of  time,  there  were  man- 
eaters  upon  their  illand,  who  made  great  havock  among, 
the  inhabitants,  and  were  a very  flrong  robuft  people;  but 
that  this  race  had  long  fince  been  entirely  extinct.  The 
fame  account  was  confirmed  to  me  in  the  Arongefl  terms, 
on  my  return  to  England,  by  o-Mai,  with  whom  I happened 
to  converfe  upon  the  fubjetA.  The  influence  of  this  fatot 
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upon  the  ancient  hiftory  of  Taheitee  is  very  flriking  ; but 
(hall  we  conclude,  that  a fet  of  canibals  have  by  fome  acci- 
dent made  a defcent  upon  the  ifland,  and  committed  depre- 
dations upon  the  indigenous  people  ? or  is  it  not  rather  evi- 
dent, that  the  original  Rate  of  the  whole  nation  is  concealed 
in  this  tradition,  and  that  all  the  Taheitians  were  anthropo- 
phagi, before  they  arrived  at  that  Rate  of  civilization,  which 
the  excellence  of  the  country  and  climate,  and  the  profuGon 
of  vegetables  and  animal  food,  has  introduced  ? It  is  a 
fatft  no  lefs  furprifing  than  certain,  that  the  more  we  ex- 
amine the  hiftory  of  almoft  every  nation,  the  more  we  find 
this  cuftom  prevalent  in  the  firft  periods  of  their  exiftencc. 
Traces  of  anthropophagy  are  Rill  extant  at  Taheitee.  Cap- 
tain Cook  faw  fifteen  recent  jaw-bones  hanging  in  one 
houfc  *.  Might  they  not  be  preferved  as  trophies  taken 
from  their  enemies  ? 

The  next  morning  one  of  the  natives,  who  had  attempted 
to  Real  a water- calk  from  our  tents,  was  apprehended  and 
confined.  O-Too  and  Towhah  coming  ori  board  fomewhat 
early,  being  made  acquainted  with  his  offence,  accompanied 
captain  Cook  on  Ihore  to  fee  him  puniflied.  He  was  tied  to 
a pole,  and,  with  their  confent,  received  two  dozen  of  very 
fevere  lathes.  A great  croud  of  natives,  who  were  fpctfta- 
tors  of  this  adt,  were  fo  much  terrified,  that  they  began  to 

* See  Hawltefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  161. 
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run  off } but  Towhah  called  them  back,  and,  in  a fpeech 
which  laded  about  four  or  five  minutes,  pointed  out  the 
equity  of  our  conduct,  and  the  neccflity  of  puniflnng  thefts. 

He  reprefented,  that  though  our  power  was  infinitely  fupe- 
rior  to  theirs,  yet  we  neither  ftole  any  thing,  nor  ufed  any 
violence,  but  honeftly  paid  a proper  price  for  every  thing  we 
received,  and  frequently  gave  prefents  where  we  expected  no 
return.  That  we  had  fliewn  ourfelvcs  their  bed  friends, 
and  that  to  deal  from  friends  was  a fhameful  a&ion,  which 
highly  deferved  to  be  punifhed.  The  good  fenfe  and  fin- 
glenefs  of  heart  of  this  excellent  old  man,  endeared  him  to 
us,  and  his  harangue  carried  perfuafion  among  his  au- 
dience. In  the  afternoon  Towhah  came  along  fide  with  his 
wife,  an  elderly  woman,  who  feemed  to  have  the  fame  excel- 
lent character  as  her  hulband.  They  were  in  a large  dou- 
ble canoe,  with  a roof  built  over  the  dern,  and  had  eight 
rowers.  The  old  couple  invited  Mr.  Hodges  and  myfelf  to 
come  into  the  canoe,  and  we  accompanied  them  to  Parre. 

Towhah  afked  us  a variety  of  quedions  during  the  time  wc 
were  on  the  water,  chiefly  relating  to  the  nature  and  confli- 
tution  of  the  country  from  whence  we  came.  As  he  had 
never  feen  any  of  our  perfons  of  high  rank,  he  concluded 
that  Mr.  Banks  could  be  no  lefs  than  the  king’s  brother, 
and  that  captain  Cook  was  high  admiral.  The  information 
which  we  gave  him  was  received  with  the  greated  marks  of 
furprize  and  attention  ; but  when  we  told  him  we  had  nei- 
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ther  coco-nut  nor  bread-fruit  trees,  he  feemed  to  think  but 
meanly  of  our  country,  though  we  enumerated  all  its  other 
advantages.  We  were  no  fooner  landed,  than  he  ordered  a 
repaft  of  fi(h  and  fruit  to  be  ferved  up,  and  infilled  on  our 
partaking  of  it.  We  had  juft  dined  before  we  left  the  fliip, 
but  unwilling  to  give  offence,  we  fat  down  and  ate  of  the 
provifions,  which  were  excellent.  Indeed  we  could  not  but 
compare  this  happy  country  to  Mahomed's  Paradife,  where 
the  appetite  is  never  cloyed  by  being  gratified.  The  meal 
was  already  ferved,  and  we  were  going  to  help  ourfclves, 
when  Towhah  defired  us  to  Hop.  In  a few  moments  one  of 
his  attendants  brought  a large  cook-knife,  and  feme  bamboo- 
flicks,  inftcad  of  folks.  Towhah  carved  the  victuals,  and  gave 
each  of  us  a bamboo,  faying  he  would  cat  in  the  Englilh  man- 
ner. Inflcad  of  eating  his  bread-fruit  by  handfuls,  he  now 
cut  it  fmall,  and  took  a bit  of  it  after  every  morfel  of  fifli, 
to  flicw  how  exaiftly  he  remembered  our  cullotn  fincc  the 
time  of  his  dining  with  us.  The  good  lady  fcallcd  apart 
fomc  time  afterwards,  according  to  the  invariable  cullom  of 
the  country.  We  walked  about  and  chatted  with  them 
both  till  near  funfet,  when  they  embarked  in  their  canoe, 
and  returned  to  the  ddlrift  called  Atahooroo,  part  of  which 
belonged  to  Towhah.  They  took  leave  of  us  very  cor- 
dially, and  promifed  to  return  to  the  lb  ip  again  in  a few 
days.  We  hired  a double  canoe  for  a nail,  and  returned 
on  board  before  it  was  dark.  I found  Dr.  Sparrman  and 
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any  father  juft  returned  from  the  mountains.  Noona,  the 
fame  lively  and  intelligent  boy  whom  I have  already  men- 
tioned in  the  former  part  of  this  narrative  *,  had  been  their 
conductor.  As  they  fet  out  in  the  afternoon  (on  the 
28th)  they  only  reached  a fmall  hut  on  the  fecond  ridge, 
having  crofted  two  deep  vallies,  and  climbed  two  deep 
hills,  rendered  very  llippery  from  a fmart  (hower  which  had 
fallen.  Here  they  found  a man  with  his  wife  and  three 
children.  The  man  enlarged  his  cottage  by  means  of 
branches  of  trees,  and  prepared  them  a fupper ; after  which, 
having  previoufly  made  a fire,  they  watched  and  flept  by 
turns.  The  fire  was  feen  on  board  our  ffiip ; and  in  return 
they  heard  the  ringing  of  the  fliip’s  bell  at  midnight,  though 
they  were  upwards  of  a league  diftant  from  it.  The  whole 
night  was  fair  and  cool  j but  their  friendly  hoft,  whofe 
name  was  Tahca,  had  a violent  cough.  At  day  break  they 
refumed  their  march  towards  the  fummits,  and  Tahca  led 
the  way,  with  a load  of  coco-nuts.  The  difficulties  in- 
creafed  as  they  afeended } the  paths  running  along  the 
narrow  ridge  of  ftccp  hills,  whofe  fidcs  were  almoft  perpen- 
dicular. The  greateft  danger  arofc  from  the  flipperinefs,  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  rains  of  the  preceding  day.  When  they  had 
afeended  to  a confiderablc  height,  they  found  thick  fhruh- 
.beries  and  woods  on  thefe  ftcepfides  ; and  attempting  to  col- 

* See  vol.  I.  p.  339. 
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left  plants  there,  they  frequently  met  with  precipices  which 
arc  really  tremendous.  Still  higher  up  the  whole  ridge  was 
covered  with  a foreft,  where  they  gathered  a number  of 
plants,  which  they  had  never  fecn  in  the  vallies  below. 
After  they  had  crofted  the  ridge,  there  fell  a heavy  fhower 
of  rain  ; and  they  coming  to  a very  dangerous  parr,  Tahea 
faid  they  could  go  no  farther.  They  rcfolved  however  to 
leave  their  heavy  plant  and  provifion  bags  behind,  and  went 
up  with  a fingle  mulket  to  the  funtmit  of  the  mountain, 
which  they  reached  in  about  half  an  hour.  Juft  about 
that  time  the  clouds  broke,  and  they  had  a profpeft  of  Hua- 
hine,  Tethuroa,  and  Tabbuamanoo.  The  view  of  the  fertile 
plain  under  their  feet,  and  of  the  valley  of  Matavai,  where 
the  river  makes  innumerable  meanders,  was  delightful  in  the 
higheft  degree.  Thick  clouds  however  prevented  their  dif- 
ccrning  any  thing  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland.  In  a few 
moments  even  the  other  part  was  covered  again,  and  they 
were  involved  in  a mift  which  wetted  them  to  the  Ikin.  In 
their  defeent  my  father  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  in  a very 
rocky  place,  and  bruifed  his  leg  in  fuch  a manner,  that  he 
nearly  fainted  away.  When  he  recovered,  and  attempted 
to  proceed,  he  found  that  he  had  alfo  received  a dangerous 
rupture,  for  which  he  now  Continues  to  wear  a bandage. 
Tahea  aftlftcd  him  in  going  down  ; and  they  all  arrived  on 
board  about  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  upper  hills 
they  found  to  confift  of  a kind  of  clay  extremely  compaft 
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and  ft  iff.  The  vegetation  on  the  upper  part  of  the  moun-  aJwl. 
tains  was  luxuriant,  and  the  woods  conftftcd  of  many  un- 
known forts  of  plants.  They  enquired  particularly  for  the 
perfume-wood,  with  which  the  natives  perfume  their  oil. 

Tahca  {hewed  them  fcveral  plants  which  are  fometimes  ufed 
as  fubftitutes ; but  the  moll  precious  fort  itfclf  he  cither  could 
not,  or  would  not,  point  out  to  them.  O-Mai  has  told  me 
that  there  are  at  Tahcitee  no  lefs  than  fourteen  different 
forts  of  plants  employed  for  perfuming  ; which  fliews  how 
remarkably  fond  thefc  people  are  of  fine  fmells. 

The  number  of  common  women  on  board  our  {hip  was 
confidcrably  cncrcafed  fince  we  had  begun  to  deal  in  red  fea- 
thers ; and  this  night  in  particular  many  ftrolled  about  the 
decks  who  could  not  meet  with  partners.  The  abundance 
of  pork  likewife  attrafted  them;  for  being  almoft  entirely 
deprived  of  that  rich  food  in  their  own  houfliold,  they  were 
eager  to  obtain  it  among  our  failors,  and  fometimes  con- 
fumed  incredible  quantities.  The  goodnefs  of  their  appetite 
and  digeftion  expofed  them  however  to  the  inconvenience 
of  reftlcffnefs,  and  often  difturbed  thofe  who  wiflied  to  fleep 
after  the  fatigues  of  the  day.  On  certain  urgent  occafions 
they  always  required  the  attendance  of  their  lovers ; but  as 
they  were  frequently  refufed,  the  decks  were  made  to  refera- 
ble the  paths  in  the  iftands.  Every  evening  thefe  women  di- 
vided into  different  troops,  which  danced  on  the  quarter- 
deck, the  forccaftle,  and  the  main-deck.  Their  mirth  was 
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often  extravagant  and  noify  ; and  fometimes  their  ideas  were 
fo  original  as  to  give  great  amufement.  We  had  a very- 
weak  fcorbutic  patient  when  wc  arrived  at  Taheitce : this 
man  being  fomewhat  recovered  by  means  of  frefli  vegetable 
food,  and  animated  by  the  example  of  the  crew,  wooed  a 
Taheitian  girl ; about  dulk  led  her  to  his  birth,  and  lighted 
a candle.  She  looked  her  lover  in  the  face,  and  finding  he 
had  loft  one  eye,  fhc  took  him  by  the  hand,  and  conducted 
him  upon  deck  again  to  a girl  that  was  onc  cyed  likewife, 
giving  him  to  underftand,  that  that  perfon  was  a fit  partner 
for  him,  but  that  for  her  part  fhc  did  not  choofc  to  put  up 
with  a blind  lover. 

Two  days  after,  my  father,  being  in  fome  meafure  reco- 
vered from  the  fatigue  of  his  late  excurfion,  and  from  the 
bruife  which  he  had  received,  went  on  fhore,  and  found 
there  o-Rettce,  the  chief  of  o-Hiddea,  a diftritt  and  harbour 
where  M.  de  Bougainville  lay  at  anchor.  This  chief  alkcd 
captain  Cook,  whether,  on  lib  return  to  England,  he  fliould 
lee  M.  de  Bougainville,  whom  he  called  Potavirrce  ; and 
being  anfwered  in  the  negative,  he  put  the  fame  queftion 
to  my  father.  He  replied,  it  was  not  impoflible,  though  he 
lived  in  a different  kingdom.  “ Then,’’  faid  o-Rettee,  “ tell 
him  I am  his  friend,  and  long  to  fee  him  again  at  o-Ta- 
heitce  ; and  in  order  that  you  may  remember  it,  I will  give 
you  a hog  as  foon  as  I return  from  my  diftritft,  to  which 
I am  now  going.”  With  that  he  began  to  relate,  that  his 
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friend  M.  dc  Bougainville  had  had  two  fliips,  and  that  cn 
board  of  one  there  was  a woman,  but  that  Ihc  was  ugly. 

He  relied  a long  while  on  this  circumllance,  and  feemed  to 
think  it  extraordinary  that  a fingle  woman  fhould  go  on 
fuch  an  expedition.  He  likewife  confirmed  the  account  of 
a vifu  from  a Spanilh  fliip,  which  we  had  learned  during 
our  firft  flay  at  Taheitee  j but  he  allured  us  that  he  and  his 
countrymen  had  no  great  aflfetftion  for  them.  O-Rettce  was 
a fine  grey-headed  man,  but  very  healthy  and  vigorous,  as 
the  old  people  of  Taheitee  in  general  feem  to  be  ; his  coun- 
tenance was  the  pi&urc  of  a lively,  chearful,  and  generous 
man.  He  told  us  he  had  been  in  many  battles,  and  Ihcwed 
us  feveral  wounds  he  had  received,  particularly  a blow  with 
a Hone  on  his  temple,  which  had  left  a deep  fear.  He  had 
fought  by  Tootahah’s  fide,  on  the  day  when  that  chief  was 
killed. 

The  next  morning  Dr.  Sparrman  went  with  me  up  the  Monday*, 
valley  of  Matavai,  which  the  natives  call  Tooa  ooroo.  This 
was  the  firft  cxcurfion  of  any  length  which  I undertook 
after  my  illnefs  : I was  therefore  highly  delighted  with  the 
beautiful  appearance  of  the  vegetable  creation,  which  had 
been  revived  by  the  late  rainy  feafon  ; and  furprifed  at  the 
vaft  improvements  which  I faw  throughout  the  whole  dif- 
tritft.  Wherever  I went,  I faw  new  and  extenfive  planta- 
tions, in  excellent  order ; I found  numbers  of  new  houfes 
built,  and  the  natives  at  work  upon  new  canoes  in  many 
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places.  It  was  plain,  during  our  former  Ray,  that  the  war 
between  the  two  peninfulas  had  been  diflrefsful  to  this  part 
of  the  larger  one  ; but  at  ptefent  there  was  not  the  leaR 
trace  of  it  remaining  ; the  whole  country  was  a feene  of 
plenty,  where  numbers  of  hogs  grazed  around  every  houfe, 
which  none  of  the  natives  attempted  to  conceal  from  us,  as 
they  had  formerly  done.  I was  much  pleafed  to  obferve  an 
alteration  in  the  behaviour  of  the  natives,  who  never  once 
importuned  us  with  begging  for  beads  or  nails,  and  who, 
inllcad  of  being  backward  to  part  with  their  Rorc,  appeared 
eager  to  out- do  each  other  in  acts  of  benevolence  and  hofpi- 
taliiy.  We  did  not  pafs  a Engle  hut,  where  we  were  not 
invited  to  come  in,  and  partake  of  fome  refrcfhmcnt  ; and 
wc  never  accepted  their  invitation,  without  being  made  ex- 
tremely happy  by  their  unaffected  kindnefs.  About  ten 
o'clock  wc  reached  the  manEon  of  that  hofpitablc  man, 
who  had  entertained  us  f > well  during  our  former  flay  on 
the  ifland,  when  wc  came  from  the  hills  exceflivcly  fa- 
tigued *.  He  treated  us  with  a few  coco-nuts,  and  wc  pro- 
mised to  come  and  dine  with  him  on  our  return  down  the 
valley.  He  gave  his  directions  accordingly,  and  accom- 
panied us  all  the  way.  Wc  found  no  habitations  beyond 
his  houfe,  as  the  mountains  on  both  Edcs  approached  very 
clofe  together,  and  were  exceflivcly  fltep.  Having  ad- 


* See  vol.  I.  p.  351. 
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vanccd  about  a mile,  vve  came  to  a place  where  the  hill  on 
the  eaft  fide  formed  a perpendicular  wall,  not  lefs  than 
forty  yards  high,  beyond  which  it  had  fome  inclination,  and 
was  crowned  with  flirubberics  to  a great  height.  A fine 
cafcade  fell  from  this  fringed  part  along  the  wall  into  the 
river,  and  made  the  feene  more  lively,  which  in  itfelf  was 
dark,  wild,  and  romantic.  When  we  came  nearer,  we  ob- 
served that  the  perpendicular  rock  had  many  projecting  lon- 
gitudinal angles,  and  on  wading  through  the  water  to  it, 
we  found  it  to  confift  of  real  columns  of  black  compaCt 
bafaltcs,  fuch  as  the  natives  manufacture  into  tools.  They 
flood  upright,  parallel,  and  joined  to  each  other.  Their 
diameter  feemed  not  to  exceed  fifteen  or  eighteen  inches, 
and  only  one  or  two  angles  of  the  fame  pillar  projected  or 
were  vifible.  As  it  is  now  generally  fuppofed  that  bafaltes 
is  a production  of  volcanoes,  we  have  here  another  flrong 
proof  that  Taheitee  has  undergone  great  changes  by  fuch 
fubterraneous  fires,  where  nature  produces  the  mod  won- 
derful chymiJal  operations,  upon  a very  extenfivc  plan. 
Beyond  thefe  columns  the  vale,  for  the  fpace  of  two  or  three 
miles,  is  more  and  more  confined  by  mountains,  fo  that  wc 
found  it  difficult  to  proceed,  having  been  obliged  to  crofs 
the  river  near  fifty  times.  At  laft  wc  came  to  the  fame  place 
where  Mr.  Banks  was  obliged  to  flop  in  his  excurfion"*. 


* See  Hawkcfworth,  vol.  II.  p.173. 
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Wc  found  it  equally  impoffible  to  proceed ; and  being 
much  fatigued  by  continually  clambering  over  rocks  and 
rugged  ground,  fet  out  on  our  return.  By  the  way  we 
collcdtcd  fome  plants  which  we  had  not  yet  feen  ; and  after 
a walk  of  two  hours,  reached  the  dwelling  of  our  hofpitable 
friend.  We  dined  heartily  on  vegetables,  and  rewarded 
our  hod  with  red  feathers  to  his  heart’s  content  ; not  for- 
getting to  give  him  fome  iron-ware,  which  would  prove 
ufeful  to  him  when  the  feathers  were  loll  or  dclhoycd. 
Ilis  daughter,  whom  we  had  feen  on  our  former  vifit,  was 
now  married  to  a man  in  a remote  diftric%  our  prefents 
having  made  her  a rich  heirefs  in  this  country.  We  came 
onboard  near  fun  fet,  having  rambled  very  lcifurely  through 
the  plain  of  Matavai,  captivated  by  the  beauty  and  fertility 
of  the  profpec%  and  the  additional  luflre  which  a fine  even- 
ing fpread  over  it. 

Captain  Cook,  with  my  father  and  fcvcral  officers,  had 
been  at  Parrc  to  vifit  O-Too.  They  had  been  conduced  to 
a place  where  a new  war-canoe  was  building,  which  the 
king  intended  to  call  O-Tahcitce.  But  captain  Cook  made 
him  a prefent  of  an  Engliffi  jack  *,  a grapnel,  and  a grap- 
nel-rope, and  defired  that  it  might  be  called  the  Britannia. 
The  king  immediately  confented,  the  jack  was  hoifled,  and 
.the  people  gave  three  cheers. 

* An  enfign  or  flag,  commonly  hoifled  on  the  bowfprit. 
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I recommended  it  to  Mr.  Hodges  to  vilic  the  cafcade 
which  I had  found  in  the  valley ; and  accordingly  the  next 
day  he  went  up  with  feveral  gentlemen,  and  took  a view  of 
it,  and  of  the  bafalt-pillars  under  it.  We  ate  of  a large 
albccore  (J, comber  thynnus,  Linn.)  that  day,  which  gave  us  all 
a fudden  heat  in  the  face,  and  a violent  head-ache.  Some 
had  likewife  a purging ; and  a fervant  who  had  entirely 
dined  upon  it,  was  violently  affeCted  with  vomiting  and 
purging.  It  is  probable  that  the  fifli  was  caught  by  means 
of  feme  intoxicating  plant,  which  had  perhaps  communi- 
cated a noxious  quality  to  the  meat. 

We  learnt  about  this  time  that  Mahine  had  married  the 
daughter  of  Toperree,  a chief  of  Matavai.  A midfliipman 
acquainted  us  that  he  had  been  prefent  on  the  occafion,  and 
that  he  had  fecn  a number  of  ceremonies  performed:  but 
being  intreated  to  give  the  particulars,  he  faid,  that  though 
they  were  extremely  curious,  he  could  not  remember  one  of 
them,  and  did  not  know  how  to  relate  them.  By  this 
means  we  loft  the  opportunity  of  making  a confiderable 
difeovery,  in  regard  to  the  cuftoms  of  ihefe  iflanders.  It 
is  pity  that  no  intelligent  obferver  was  prefent,  who  might 
at  lead  have  related  what  he  had  feen.  Mahine  came  on 
board  with  his  bride,  who  was  a very  young  girl,  of  a lew 
ftaturc,  but  not  remarkable  for  beauty.  She  was  very  well 
fkilled  in  the  art  of  begging  for  prcfents,  and  went 
through  the  whole  Ihip  collecting  a vaft  number  of  beads, 
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nails,  (him,  anti  red  feathers,  for  which  flic  was  indebted  to- 
the  friendfhip  which  every  body  felt  for  Mahine.  This 
youth  told  us  he  had  a great  mind  to  fettle  at  Taheitce, 
fince  his  friends  had  offered  him  land,  houfe,  and  property 
of  all  kinds  there.  He  was  received  into  an  aree’s  family,, 
eflccmed  by  the  king  himfclf,  and  refpe&ed  by  all  the  peo- 
ple ; nay,  one  of  his  friends  had  given  him  an  attendant,  or 
towtow,  a boy  who  conflantly  waited  on  him  wherever  he 
went ; who  punctually  executed  all  his  orders,  and  feemed* 
to  be  but  little  different  from  a (lave. 

Though  Mahine  had  laid  afide  the  idea  of  going  to  Eng- 
land, yet  the  lively  boy,  Noona,  was  very  defirous  of  vifiting 
that  country,  and  fpoke  to  my  father  and  fcveral  other  gen- 
tlemen, in  the  mod  urgent  terms,  to  take  him  on  board. 
As  my  father  propofed  to  take  him  entirely  at  his  own  ex- 
pence, captain  Cook  confented  immediately  to  his  reception. 
The  boy  was  however  told,  that  he  muff  never  expeCf  to 
come  back,  fince  it  Was  very  doubtful  whether  another  (hip 
would  be  fent  to  Taheitce  again.  Noona  was  too  much 
bent  upon  going  with  us,  to  hefitatc  a moment  even  at  this 
difficulty.  He  refigned  the  hope  of  returning  to  his  coun- 
try, for  the  pleafure  of  vifiting  ours.  In  the  evening  how- 
ever of  the  fame  day  captain  Cook  declared  he  would  not 
take  him  on  board,  and  he  was  accordingly  obliged  to  re- 
main at  Taheitce.  As  it  was  intended  to  teach  him  the  ru- 
diments of  the  arts  of  the  carpenter  and  fmith,  he  would 

have 


Digitized  by  Googl 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


9* 


Iiave  returned  to  his  country  at  lead  as  valuable  a member 
of  fociety  as  O-Mai,  who,  after  a day  of  two  years  in  Eng- 
land, will  be  able  to  amufe  his  countrymen  with  the  mufic 
of  a hand-organ,  and  with  the  exhibition  of  a puppet- 
fliow. 

We  paffed  feveral  days  in  vifiting  the  plains  of  Matavai, 
and  the  extenfive  valley  of  Ahonnoo,  which  is  one  of  the  mod 
fertile,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  mod  pitdurefque,  in  the  whole 
idand.  On  the  6th,  in  the  afternoon,  my  father  and  Dr.  Fridsy*. 
Sparrman  went  up  to  the  hills  a fecond  time,  and  I accom- 
panied them,  in  hopes  of  meeting  with  fome  new  plants 
there,  fince  wc  had  entirely  exltaufted  the  Flora  of  the 
plains.  We  palled  the  night  again  in  Tahea’s  hut,  with 
this  difference,  that  we  did  not  keep  watch.  Tahca  was  a 
merry  humorous  fellow ; and  it  was  his  condant  requed  to 
us  to  call  him  medua  (father),  and  his  wife  o-fattea  * 
(mother.) 

We  went  up  early  the  next  day,  but  did  not  care  to  go 
quite  to  the  fummit.  In  the  fored  we  colleifled  a number  of 
new  plants,  and  Ihot  a fwallow.  As  we  fet  out  before  fun- 
rife,  Tahca  and  his  brother,  who  went  up  with  us,  caught 
fome  terns,  which  fiept  on  the  bufhes  along  the  path.  He 
told  us  that  many  aquatic-birds  come  to  red  on  the  moun- 

• Pattia  is  properly  a word  of  endearment,  equivalent  to  cur  mamma.  This  lilt 
She  Tihcitians  Iikcwifc  make  ufc  of  in  the  identical  fenfc  that  we  do. 
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ini'.  tains,  after  roaming  all  day  over  the  fea  in  quell  of  food  ? 
and  that  the  tropic-bird  in  particular  has  its  nell  there.  The 
long  tail  feathers,  which  it  annually  fheds,  are  commonly 
found  there,  and  much  fought  after  by  the  natives.  We 
faw  the  clouds  coming  over  the  fummit,  and  defeending  to- 
wards us ; therefore,  in  order  to  keep  our  plants  dry,  we 
hadened  down,  and  at  four  o’clock  reached  the  Ihip,  where 
we  found  the  whole  royal  family  affembled,  and  among 
them  Ncehourai,  the  eldeft  filter  of  O-Too,  married  to- 
T’-arce-Derre,  the  fon  of  Ammo*.  T’-aree-Watow,  the 
king’s  next  brother,  (laid  after  they  were  all  gone,  and 
pafied  the  night  on  board.  To  amufe  him  we  let  off  fome. 
falfe  fires  at  the  mad-head,  with  which  he  was  highly  en- 
tertained. At  fupper,  he  enumerated  to  us  all  his  re- 
lations, and  gave  us  fome  account  of  the  hillory  of 
Tahcitee,  which  o-Mai  entirely  confirmed  to  me,  after 
my  return  to  England.  From  his  information  we 
learned,  that  Ammo,  Happai,  and  Tootahah  were  three 
brothers,  and  that  Ammo,  being  the  elded,  was  king  of  all 
Taheitee.  He  married  o-Poorea  (Oberea)  a princefs  of  the 
royal  family,  and  had  by  her  t’-Aree-Dcrre,  who  was  im- 
mediately dyled  Aree-rahar,  or  king  of  Taheitee.  During 
the  period  of  Ammo’s  reign,  captain  Wallis  vifited  the 
ifland,  and  found  o-Poorea  (Oberea)  inveded  with  regal  au. 

* See  vol.  I.  p.  358.  Likcwife  Hawkcfwwth,  vol.  II.  p.  15+. 
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thority.  About  a year  after  his  departure,  a war  broke  out 
between  o Ararao  and  his  vaffal  Aheatua,  the  king  of  the 
lefler  peninfula.  Aheatua  landed  at  Paparra,  where  Ammo 
commonly  refided,  and  after  routing  his  forces  with  great 
flaughter,  deftroved  the  plantations  and  houfes  by  fire,  and 
carried  off  all  the  hogs  and  poultry  which  he  could  find. 
Ammo  and  Poorea,  with  all  their  attendants,  among  whom 
o-Mat,  according  to  his  own  account,  was  one,  fled  to  the 
mountains  in  December  1768.  At  laft  the  conqueror  con- 
fenied  to  a peace,  on  condition  that  Ammo  (hould  entirely 
refign  the  government,  and  that  the  fucceflion  fliould  be 
taken  from  his  fon,  and  conferred  upon  0-T00,  the  eldeft 
fon  of  his  brother  Happai.  This  was  agreed  to,  and  Too- 
tahah,  the  youngeft  brother  of  Ammo,  was  appointed  re- 
gent. This  revolution  bears  a great  refemblance  to  thofc 
which  happen  too  frequently  in  the  defpotic  kingdoms  of 
Afia.  It  is  but  feldom  that  the  conqueror  dares  to  govern 
the  country  which  he  has  fubdued;  in  general  he  only  plun- 
ders it,  and  appoints  another  fovereign,  whom  he  choofcs 
from  among  the  royal  family  of  the  land.  O-Poorea  foon 
after  quarrelled  with  her  hufband,  and  frequently  beat  him; 
upon  which  they  feparated  ; he  took  a very  handfomc  young 
woman  to  his  bed,  and  fhe  heaped  her  favours  on  Obadee 
and  other  lovers.  Some  infidelity  on  the  part  of  Ammo 
feems  to  have  been  the  foundation  of  this  quarrel.  Thcfe 
accidents,  which  arc  not  fo  frequent  at  Taheitce  as  in  Eng- 
land,. 
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land,  are  however  not  abfolutely  unufual  in  that  ifland, 
cl'pecially  when  the  lady  has  loft  the  charms  which  ren- 
dered her  amiable,  and  yet  demands  the  fame  attention  as 
before.  An  inftance  fimilar  to  this  happened  on  board. 
Polatchera,  formerly  the  wife  of  Potatow,  but  now  fepa- 
rated  from  him,  had  taken  a young  hufband  or  lover  in  his 
ftead,  as  foon  as  her  firft  lord  had  provided  liimfelf  with 
another  partner.  The  young  man  had  an  affetftion  for  a 
Taheitian  girl,  and  our  fhip  was  the  place  of  their  rendez- 
vous. They  did  not  however  contrive  their  amours  fo  well, 
as  to  remain  undifeovered.  The  mafeuline  Polatehera 
caught  them  one  morning,  gave  her  rival  many  hearty 
boxes  on  the  ear,  and  humbled  the  guilty  lover  with  a fe- 
A'ere  reprimand. 

Captain  Cook  found  the  government  of  Taheitee 
in  the  hands  of  Tootahah,  when  he  arrived  in  the 
Endeavour.  After  his  departure  Tootahah,  being  greatly 
enriched  by  the  prefents  he  had  obtained,  perfuaded  the 
chiefs  of  O-Taheiiec-nue,  or  the  Great  Pcninfula,  to  go 
againft  Ahcatua,  whom  he  could  not  forgive  on  account  of 
the  infult  (hewn  to  his  family.  They  equipped  a fleet,  and 
went  to  1 iarraboo,  where  Ahcatua  was  prepared  to  receive 
them.  He  was  an  old  man  *,  defirous  to  end  his  days  in 
peace  ; and  therefore  fent  to  Tootahah,  to  allure  him  that  he 
was  his  friend,  and  always  intended  to  continue  foj  and 


* See  Hawke, '"worth,  vol.  II.  p.  ij8. 
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' that  he  defircd  him  to  return  to  his  country,  without  at- 
tacking thofe  who  had  an  afFeftion  for  him.  Tootahah 
was  not  diflfuadcd  from  his  purpofe,  but  gave  orders  to  en- 
gage. The  lofs  on  both  fides  was  nearly  equal,  but  Too- 
tahah retired,  in  order  to  attack  his  enemy  by  land.  Hap- 
pai,  with  all  his  family,  difapproved  of  this  ftep,  and  re- 
mained at  o-Parre  ; but  Tootahah  took  o-Too  with  him,  and 
marched  to  the  ifthmus  between  the  two  peninfulas.  Here 
Aheatua  met  him,  and  a pitched  battle  enfued,  which  ended 
in  the  total  difperfion  of  Tootahah’s  army.  Tootahah  him- 
felf  was  killed.  Some  told  us  he  had  been  taken  prifoncr, 
and  was  put  to  death  afterwards  ; but  others,  and  among 
them  o-Mai,  aflerted  that  he  had  been  flam  in  the  heat  of 
the  engagement.  O-Too  retired  precipitately  to  the  moun- 
tains with  a few  chofen  friends,  whilft  Aheatua,  with  his 
vitftorious  forces,  immediately  marched  to  Matavai  and  o- 
Parre.  At  his  arrival  Happat  retired  to  the  mountains,  but 
Aheatua  fent  to/aflure  him  that  he  had  no  quarrel  with  him 
or  his  family,  amd  that  his  wilh  had  always  been  for  peace. 
Thofe  on  the  mountain  enquired  in  their  turn  concerning 
the  fate  of  Tootahah  and  o-Too  ; they  heard  that  the  for- 
mer was  killed,  and  that  no  body  knew  what  was  become 
of  the  other.  Soon  after  o-Too  arrived  through  many  diffi- 
cult pafles,  and  over  precipices,  and  coming  down  from  the 
higheft  fummits,  joined  his  father,  and  all  who  were  with 
him.  A general  peace  was  immediately  concluded,  after 

which 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


which  O-Too  aflumed  the  reins  of  government  himfelf,  and 
the  vaft  improvements  in  the  country,  which  we  noticed  in 
eight  months  time,  feem  to  prove  that  he  is  a very  intelli- 
gent man,  who  promotes  the  general  good  of  his  fubjedts. 
Aheatua  died  foon  after;  and  his  fon  of  the  fame  name, 
whom  we  found  at  Aitcpeha  in  Auguft  1773,  fucceeded 
him. 

Te-aree-Watow  farther  acquainted  us,  that  his  father 
had  eight  children.  i.Thecldcft,  Tedua  (princefs)  Nec- 
hourai,  who  feemed  to  be  about  thirty  years  old,  and  is 
married  to  the  fon  of  Ammo,  called  T’-aree-Derre.  2.  The 
next  Tedua  (princefs)  Towraf,  was  unmarried,  about  fe- 
ven  and  twenty,  and  appeared  to  have  almofi.  as  great  au- 
thority among  the  women,  as  the  king  her  brother  had  in 
the  whole  ifland.  3.  O-Too,  aree^rahai,  or  king  of  Tahei- 
tee,  is  about  twenty-fix  years  of  age;  Aheatua  is  obliged  to 
uncover  his  (houlders  in  his  prcfencc,  as  before  his  rightful 
paramount.  4.  Tedua  (princefs)  Tehamai,  who  was  the 
next  to  him,  died  young.  5.  T’-aree-Watow  himfelf  was 
the  next  in  order,  and  appeared  to  be  about  fixtecn  years  of 
age ; he  told  us  he  had  another  name,  but  which  I have  for- 
gotten, from  whence  I conclude,  that  this  which  I have 
mentioned  is  only  his  title.  6.  His  next  brother  is  Tubuai- 
terai,  likewife  called  Mayorro,  a boy  of  ten  or  eleven  years 
old.  7.  Errcrctua,  a little  girl  of  feven  years  ; and  8.  Tc- 
paow,  a boy  of  four  or  five,  are  the  two  yoyngeft.  A 
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healthy,  but  not  corpulent  habit  of  body,  and  a large 
bulhy  head  of  hair,  were  extremely  charadteriftic  of  the 
•whole  family.  Their  features  in  general  were  pleafing, 
but  their  complexions  rather  brown,  except  that  of  Ncehou- 
ra’x  and  O-Too.  The  whole  family  appeared  to  be  very 
much  beloved  among  the  nation,  who  in  general  are  ex- 
tremely fond  of  their  chiefs.  In  return,  their  behaviour  to 
every  body  was  fo  affable  and  kind,  that  it  commanded  a ge- 
neral good-will.  Tedua-Towrai  commonly  accompanied  the 
king  her  brother  when  he  came  to  vifit  us  on  board  j and 
did  not  think  fhe  demeaned  herfelf  by  going  to  trade  for  red 
feathers  among  the  common  failors,  in  exchange  for 
cloths  and  various  curiolities.  She  happened  once  to  be  in 
the  cabin  with  O-Too,  captain  Cook,  and  my  father,  look- 
ing over  great  heaps  of  iron  ware,  and  other  articles  of 
trade  ; but  the  captain  being  called  out,  Ihc  whifpered  fomc- 
thing  to  her  brother,  who  immediately  endeavoured  to  di- 
vert my  father’s  attention  by  alking  feveral  queftions.  My 
father  took  the  hint,  and  the  princefs  believing  fhe  was  not 
obferved,  concealed  two  large  fpike-nails  in  the  folds  of  her 
garments.  When  captain  Cook  returned,  my  father  ac- 
quainted him  with  this  little  ftratagem ; but  they  agreed  that 
it  was  mod  politic  not  to  take  any  notice  of  it.  Before  this 
time,  (he  had  frequently  expreffed  a particular  defire  to  carry 
away  with  her  one  or  other  article  of  our  riches,  and  had 
never  been  refufed  \ on  the  contrary,  we  had  commonly 
Vol.  II.  O given 
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in*  given  more  than  (he  demanded.  It  was  therefore  extraor- 
dinary, that  Hie  fliould  be  tempted  to  Real  that  which  might 
fo  eafily  have  been  obtained  by  fair  means ; it  fliould  feeni 
as  if  flie  had  a ftrange  predilection  for  things  acquired  by 
Health,  and  for  which  fhe  was  only  indebted  to  her  own  in- 
genuity. Some  of  the  women  on  board  likewife  accufed 
her  of  admitting  towtows,  or  men  of  the  lowed  rank,  to  her 
bed  at  night  privately,  and  unknown  to  her  brother.  In  a 
country  where  the  impulfes  of  nature  are  followed  without 
reflrainr,  it  would  be  extraordinary  if  an  exception  fliould 
be  made,  and  dill  more  fo,  if  it  fliould  confine  thofe  who 
arc  accuflomcd  to  have  their  will  in  mofl  other  refpedts. 
The  paflions  of  mankind  arc  fimilar  every  where ; the  fame 
inRindts  are  active  in  the  Rave  and  the  prince  ; confequenily 
the  hiflory  of  their  effedts  muR  ever  be  the  fame  in  every 
country. 

Sunday  «•  O-Too  came  to  the  tents  on  Point  Venus  very  early  in 
the  morning,  and  acquainted  the  ferjeant  of  marines  that 
one  of  the  natives  had  Rolen  a mufket  from  a centry,  and 
was  run  off  with  it:  he  likewife  difpatched  Tee,  his  meflen- 
ger,  on  board  to  fetch  his  brother,  who  obeyed  the  fum- 
mons,  after  breakfafling  with  us.  As  foon  as  they  returned 
on  fliore,  O-Too,  with  all  his  family,  fled  to  the  weftward, 
being  apprehenfive  that  the  mufket  would  be  redemanded 
at  their  hands.  Captain  Cook  feized  feveral  double  travel- 
ling-canoes  belonging  to  different  chiefs,  and  particularly 
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that  of  Maratata,  who  was  accufcd  of  having  ordered  one  of 
his  attendants  to  commit  the  theft.  This  chief  himfclf  was 
in  his  canoe,  and  haftened  to  convey  it  out  of  our  reach  ; 
but  the  captain  firing  fevcral  mufkets  at  it,  Maratata  and 
all  his  rowers  leaped  into  the  fea,  and  fwam  afliorc.  About 
noon  Tee  came  on  board,  and  acquainted  us  that  the  thief 
was  gone  to  the  Lefler  Pcninfula,  or  Tiarraboo  j upon  which 
all  the  canoes,  except  Maratata’s  were  again  rrilorcd  to 
their  owners.  We  kept  quiet  on  board  till  the  afternoon, 
having  but  few  of  the  natives  with  us,  among  whom  there 
was  not  one  woman.  Towards  evening  captain  Cook  went 
aflrore,  and  foon  after  fome  natives  arrived  in  a moii  pro- 
fufe  perfpiration,  who  brought  not  only  the  mu/ket,  but 
alfo  a bundle  of  cloaths  and  a two-hour-glafs,  which  had 
been  fiolen  about  the  fame  time.  They  related,  that  hav- 
ing overtaken  the  thief,  they  had  beaten  him  mod  fevcrtly, 
and  obliged  him  to  fliew  where  he  had  concealed  the  Helen 
goods  in  the  fand.  Notwithflanding  their  appearance,  we 
did  not  give  much  credit  to  their  ftory,  efpecially  as  one  of 
them  had  been  fo  lately  feen  about  the  tents,  that  it  was 
impofiible  he  could  have  run  to  any  great  diftancc.  They 
received  fome  prefents,  however,  to  fliew  that  we  meant  to 
reward  their  zeal  in  our  fervice.  The  next  day  there  was 
no  trade  carried  on  ; but  Tee  came  on  board  again,  defiring 
the  captain  to  vifit  the  king  at  Parre,  who  was  matoi v,  an 
ambiguous  court-phrafe,  exprefling  not  only  that  he  was 
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May  afraid,  but  that  he  wiflicd  to  be  put  into  good  humour  with 
prcfcnts.  The  captain  and  my  father  went  to  him,  whilft 
Dr.  Sparrman  and  myfelf  were  put  afliorc  at  the  tents.  We 
found  the  people  a good  deal  terrified  at  the  extraordinary 
fteps  which  had  been  taken,  on  our  part,  to  do  juftice  to  our- 
felvcs.  They  had  received  ftritft  orders  from  the  king  not 
to  fell  any  provifions,  however  they  treated  us  with  coco- 
nuts and  other  refrefliments  with  their  ufual  liofpitality. 
At  noon  we  came  on  board,  and  the  captain  returned  foon 
after,  having  ratified  the  friendfliip  with  O-Too.  No  wo- 
men came  on  board  this  night,  the  king  having  prohibited 
it,  left  they  (hould  give  occafion  to  complaints,  by  flealing 
Tucfjay  te.  from  our  people.  However  the  next  day  they  were  per- 
mitted to  vifit  our  failors  again  5 and  with  them  came  a 
number  of  canoes  loaden  with  vegetable  provifions,  and 
fome  with  frefli  fifli.  Captain  Cook  fent  Mahine  with  fe- 
veral  prefents  to  Towhah,  into  Atahooroo,  in  return  for  fe- 
veral  hogs  which  he  had  received.  During  his  abfence,  O- 
Poorea  (Obcrca)  once  the  queen  of  Taheitee,  came  on  board, 
and  prefented  two  hogs  to  captain  Cook.  The  fame  of  our 
red  feathers  had  reached  to  the  plains  of  Paparra,  for  flic 
told  us  flic  was  come  to  have  fome  of  them.  She  appeared 
to  be  between  forty  and  fifty  j her  perfon  was  tall,  large,  and 
fat,  and  her  features,  which  feemed  once  to  have  been  more 
agreeable,  were  now  rather  mafeuline.  However  fome- 
tliing  of  her  former  greatnefs  remained  ; lhe  had  “ an  eye 
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to  threaten  or  command  and  a free  and  noble  deport-  w* 

ment.  She  did  not  flay  long  on  board,  probably  bccaufe 
£he  felt  hcrfelf  of  lefs  confequcncc  in  our  eyes  than  formerly. 

After  enquiring  for  her  friends  of  the  Endeavour,  fhe  went 
albore  in  her  canoe.  O-Ammo  likewife  came  to  the  fhip 
about  this  time,  but  was  ftill  Ids  noticed  than  his  late  con- 
fort  ; and  being  little  known  on  board,  was  not  permitted 
to  come  even  into  the  captain’s  cabin.  It  was  with  diffi- 
culty that  he  could  difpofc  of  his  hogs,  as  we  had  now  fo 
many  on  board,  that  we  did  not  care  to  croud  the  decks 
with  more.  Thefe  two  royal  perfonages  are  living  exam- 
amples  of  the  inftability  of  human  grandeur. 

We  contrived  fevcral  diverfions  for  O-Too  on  the  t 2th.  . 

Tiiunday 

We  fired  our  guns  with  round  and  grapelhot  acrofs  the 
reef  into  the  fea,  at  which  he  and  a croud  of  feveral  thou- 
fand  fpedlators  were  highly  delighted.  In  the  evening  we 
let  off  a few  Iky-rockets,  and  fome  air-balloons,  which 
heightened  their  raptures,  and  filled  them  with  admiration. 

They  looked  upon  us  as  extraordinary  people,  who  had 
fires  and  liars  at  command,  and  gave  our  fire  works  the 
name  of  Hciva-Bretannee,  the  Britilh  Feftival. 

All  the  next  day  a number  of  people  furrounded  the  (hip, 
who  brought  no  provifions,  but  great  quantities  of  cloth  and 
curiofities,  having  obferved  that  we  prepared  to  leave  them. 


* Shakefpcare. 
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Saturday 


In  the  afternoon  we  went  to  O-Parre  with  captain  Cook, 
and  found  our  worthy  friend  Towhah  there  with  Mahine. 
Towhah  had  been  dangeroufly  ill  of  a diforder  fimilar  to  the 
gout,  and  his  legs  were  Hill  fwellcd,  and  cxcefiively  painful. 
He  was  however  come  to  take  leave  of  us,  and  promifed  to 
viftt  us  the  next  morning.  O-Too  likewife  met  us  there,  and 
fpoke  of  fending  a fupply  of  bread-fruit,  which  we  valued 
more  than  hogs  at  prefent.  Early  the  next  morning  we  re- 
ceived the  viftt  of  a great  part  of  the  nobility  of  the  whole 
ifland.  Among  them  was  Happai  and  all  his  children,  ex- 
cept O-Too.  Towhah  and  his  wife  likewife  came  about 
eight  o’clock,  and  brought  great  loads  of  prefents  of  all 
forts  to  us.  The  good  old  admiral  was  fo  ill  that  he  could 
not  Hand  on  his  legs  ; he  was  very  defirous  however  to  come 
upon  deck ; we  therefore  flung  a chair  in  ropes,  and  hoifled 
him  up  in  it,  to  his  great  delight,  and  to  the  aflonilhment 
of  all  his  countrymen.  We  difeourfed  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
intended  expedition  againll  Eimco,  which  he  Hill  aflured  us 
would  take  place  foon  after  our  departure.  Notwithfland- 
ing  his  illncfs,  he  wa3  determined  to  command  the  fleet  in 
perfon,  faying  it  was  of  little  confequence  if  they  killed  an 
old  man,  who  could  no  longer  be  ufeful.  He  was  very 
chearful  under  his  infirmities,  and  his  way  of  thinking  was 
nobly  difinterefted,  and  feemed  to  be  animated  by  true  he- 
roifm.  He  took  leave  of  us  with  a degree  of  cordiality  and 
emotion,  which  touched  the  heart,  and  might  have  recon- 
ciled 
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died  a mifanthrope  to  the  world.  Mahine,  who  came  on  JIIV. 
board  with  him,  refolvcd  to  go  with  us  to  Raietca,  to  vifit 
his  relations  and  friends  in  the  Society  Iflands,  and  then  to 
return  to  Taheitce,  as  foon  as  he  Ihould  meet  with  an  oppor- 
tunity. He  confidered,  that  having  pofleflions  in  feveral 
of  thofe  iflands,  it  was  his  intcrcft  to  return  thither,  and  to 
difpofc  of  them  to  the  greateft  advantage.  He  introduced 
to  captain  Cook  feveral  natives  of  Borabora,  one  of  which 
was  his  brother  ; they  defired  a paflage  to  the  Society 
Iflands,  which  captain  Cook  readily  granted.  With  a de- 
gree of  exultation,  he  imparted  to  us  in  confidence,  that  he 
had  fliared  O-Poorca’s  bed  the  laft  night;  this  he  efleemed 
as  a great  honour  and  maik  of  eminence,  and  fhewed  us 
feveral  pieces  of  the  bell  cloth,  which  Ihc  had  prefented  to 
him.  O-Poorea  was  therefore  not  too  old  to  rclifli  fcnfital 
gratifications  even  in  a warm  climate,  where  the  epocha  of 
maturity  feems  to  happen  at  a much  earlier  age  than  in 
colder  countries,  and  where  of  courfe  every  flage  of  hu- 
man life  might  be  fuppofed  to  have  only  a proportionate 
duration.  O Too  not  being  arrived  on  board,  we  went  to 
vifit  him  once  more,  and  to  view  fome  war-canocs  which  s»mr<iiy 
lay  at  Parre.  We  found  only  forty-four,  all  which  be- 
longed to  Tittaha,  the  fmallcft  diflridt  in  the  north-weft  pc- 
ninfula  of  Tahcitee.  O-Too  ordered  fome  military  evolu- 
tions to  be  made  before  us,  which  were  performed  with 
great  dexterity.  The  chiefs  were  all  drefled  in  their 
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habits,  and  had  targets,  but  no  helmets.  There  were 
alfo  fome  little  boys,  who  wore  the  drefles,  and  par- 
ried the  fpcars  with  as  great  agility  as  grown  peo- 
ple. Their  method  was  to  reft  the  point  of  a fpear  or  long 
battle-axe  on  the  ground  before  them,  fo  that  it  made  an 
angle  of  about  ay  or  30  deg.  with  the  ground.  With  the 
other  end,  which  they  held  in  their  hand,  they  contrived  to 
keep  the  fpear  always  in  the  middle,  right  before  the  body. 
By  this  means  the  fpear  of  the  adverfary  always  Aid  off  on 
one  fide  or  the  other,  without  ever  coming  near  the  body. 
Some  of  the  canoes  likewife  performed  part  of  their  ma- 
noeuvre. They  came  fingly  one  after  another  through  the 
narrow  entrance  of  the  reef;  but  as  foon  as  they  were  with- 
in, they  formed  in  a line,  and  joined  clofc  together.  ' On 
the  middlemoft  canoe  there  was  a man  placed  behind  the 
fighting  ftage,  who  gave  fignals  with  a green  branch  to  the 
rowers,  either  to  paddle  to  the  right  or  left.-  The  move- 
ment in  confequence  of  his  command  was  in  perfect  tune, 
and  fo  very  regular,  that  it  feemed  as  if  all  the  paddles 
were  parts  of  the  fame  machine  which  moved  fome  hun- 
dred arms  at  once.  This  man  might  be  compared  to  the 
Kehtv?ric  in  the  (hips  of  the  ancient  Greeks : indeed,  the 
view  of  the  Taheitian  fleet  frequently  brought  to  our  mind 
an  idea  of  the  naval  force  which  that  nation  employed  in 
the  firft  ages  of  its  exiftcnce,  and  induced  us  to  compare 
them  together.  The  Greeks  were  doubtlefs  better  armed, 
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having  the  ufe  of  metals;  but  it  feemed  plain,  from  the 
writings  of  Ilomer,  in  fpight  of  poetical  embellifltment, 
that  their  mode  of  fighting  was  irregular,  and  their  arms 
fimple,  like  thofe  of  Tahcitce.  The  united  efforts  of  Greece 
againfl  Troy,  in  remote  antiquity,  could  not  be  much  more 
confiderable  than  the  armament  of  O-Too  againft  the  ifle  of 
Eimco ; and  the  boafted  milk  carina,  were  probably  not  more 
formidable  than  a fleet  of  large  canoes,  which  require 
from  fifty  to  an  hundred  and  twenty  men  to  paddle  them. 
The  navigation  of  the  Greeks  in  thofe  days  was  not  more 
extenfive  than  that  which  is  pratffifed  by  the  Talieitians  at 
prefent,  being  confined  to  fliort  paffages  from  ifland  to 
ifland ; and  as  the  flars  at  night  directed  the  mariners 
through  the  Archipelago  at  that  time,  fo  they  ftill  continue 
to  guide  others  in  the  Pacific  ocean.  The  Greeks  were 
brave;  but  the  numerous  wounds  of  the  Tahcitian  chiefs, 
are  all  proofs  of  their  fpirit  and  prowefs.  It  fcctns  to  be 
certain,  that  in  their  battles  they  rouzc  thcmfelves  into  a 
kind  of  phrenzy,  and  that  their  bravery  is  a violent  fit  of 
paffion.  From  Homer’s  battles  it  is  evident,  that  the  hc- 
roifm  which  produced  the  wonders  he  records,  was  exactly 
of  the  fame  nature.  I.et  us  for  a moment  be  allowed  to 
carry  this  comparifon  Hill  farther.  The  heroes  of  Homer 

arc  reprefented  to  us  as  men  of  fupernatural  fize  and  force. 

\ 

The  Tahcitian  chiefs,  compared  to  the  common  people, 
are  fo  much  fuperior  in  fiaturc  and  elegance  of  form,  that 
Vol.  II.  P they 
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they  look  like  a different  race  *.  It  requires  a more  than 
ordinary  quantity  of  food  to  fatisfy  ftomachs  of  unufual  di- 
menfions.  Accordingly  we  find,  that  the  mighty  men  at  the 
fiege  of  Troy,  and  the  chiefs  of  Tahcitcc,  are  both  famous 
for  eating ; and  it  appears  that  pork  was  a diet  no  lefs  ad- 
mired by  the  Greeks,  than  it  is  by  the  Tahcitians  at  this  day. 
Simplicity  of  manners  is  obfervable  in  both  nations;  and 
their  domeftic  character  alike  is  hofpitable,  affedlionate,  and 
humane.  There  is  even  a fimilarity  in  their  political  con- 
flitution.  The  chiefs  of  diftritSls  at  Tahcitcc  are  powerful 
princes,  who  have  not  more  rcfpctff  for  O Too,  than  the 
Greek  heroes  had  for  the  “ King  of  men and  the  com- 
mon people  are  fo  little  noticed  in  the  Iliad,  that  they  ap- 
pear to  have  had  no  greater  confequence,  than  the  towtows 
in  the  South  Sea.  In  Ihort,  I believe  the  Cmilitudc  might 
be  traced  in  many  other  inftances  ; but  it  was  my  intention 
only  to  hint  at  it,  and  not  to  abufe  the  patience  of  my  read- 
ers. What  I have  here  faid  is  fufficient  to  prove,  that  men 
in  a fimilar  Rate  of  civilization  refemble  each  other  more 
than  we  are  aware  of,  even  in  the  mod  oppofite  extremes  of 
the  world.  I lhould  be  forry  to  have  made  thefe  flight 
remarks,  if  they  lhould  unfortunately  lead  fome  learned 
fchemer  on  a wrong  feent.  The  itch  of  tracing  the  pedigree 

• M.  dc  Bougainville  has  been  led  by  this  difference  of  appearance  to  affert, 
that  they  were  really  two  different  races.  See  bis  Voyage  round  the  World, 
p.  *49. 
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of  nations  has  lately  made  fucli  havock  in  hiflory,  by  en- 
deavouring to  combine  the  Egyptians  and  Chinefe,  that  the 
learned  mull  finccrcly  with,  it  may  never  become  a conta- 
gious dificmpcr. 

O-Too  came  on  board,  and  dined*  with  us  for  the  la(l 
time.  He  propofed  to  my  father  and  Mr.  Hodges  to  flay 
at  Taheitce,  and  promifed  very  ferioufly  to  make  them  arccs 
or  chiefs  of  the  rich  difiricts  of  Parre  and  Matavai.  Whe- 
ther he  had  any  intercrtcd  motives  for  this  propofal,  or 
whether  it  came  merely  fromi  the  fullnefs  of  his  heart,  1 
cannot  determine.  As  foon  as  the  dinner  was  over  wc 
weighed  our  anchor,  and  fet  fail.  O-Too  requeded  the  cap- 
tain to  fire  fomc  cannon,  and  was  the  lafi  Taheiiian  who 
flepped  into  his  canoe,  after  cordially  embracing  us  all. 
The  noife  of  the  cannon,  by  Running  our  ears  in  fomc 
meafure,  diverted  our  thoughts  from  taking  that  melan- 
choly turn  which  is  natural  on  thefe  occafions.  It  pre- 
vented our  giving  a loofe  to  the  foft  feelings  with  which 
the  worth  of  this  Ample  and  beneficent  nation  had  infpited 
us ; but  it  was  a favourable  opportunity  for  one  of  our  fca- 
men  to  make  his  efcape  to  the  ifland.  He  was  obferved 
fwimming  towards  the  fhore,  and  fomc  canoes  were  fecn 
paddling  to  his  affiflancc,  when  we  difpatched  a boat  which 
brought  him  back,  much  againfi  his  inclinations.  His  frolic 
coR  him  a fortnight’s  confinement  in  irons.  There  is  great 
rcafon  to  fuppofe  that  a plan  was  concerted  between  him  and 

P 2 the 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


108 


I7?4- 

May. 


the  natives,  who  perhaps  had  promifcd  thcmfelves  as  great 
advantages  from  retaining  an  European,  as  that  European 
might  expert  by  dwelling  with  them.  If  we  fairly  confi- 
der  the  diiTerent  fituations  of  a common  failor  on  board  the 
Refolution,  and  of  a Taheitian  on  his  ifland,  we  cannot 
blame  the  former,  if  he  attempted  to  rid  himfelf  of  the 
numberlefs  difeomfom  of  a voyage  round  the  world,  and 
preferred  an  eafy  life,  free  from  cares,  in  the  happieft  cli- 
mate of  the  world,  to  the  frequent  viciflitudes  which  are  en- 
tailed upon  the  mariner.  The  mod  favourable  profperts 
of  future  fucccfs  in  England,  which  he  might  form  in 
idea,  could  never  be  fo  flattering  to  his  fenfes,  as  the  lowly 
hope  of  living  like  the  meaneft  Taheitian.  It  was  highly 
probable,  that  immediately  on  his  return  to  England,  in- 
ftead  of  indulging  in  repofe  thofc  limbs  which  had  been 
tolled  from  pole  to  pole,  he  would  be  placed  in  another 
fhip,  where  the  fame  fatigues,  norturnal  watches,  and  un- 
wholefome  food,  would  Hill  fall  to  his  fliare ; or  though  he 
were  allowed  to  folace  himfelf  for  a few  days,  after  a long 
feries  of  hardlhips,  he  mull  expert  to  be  feized  in  the  midft 
of  his  enjoyments,  and  to  be  dragged  an  unwilling  cham- 
pion to  the  defence  of  his  country : to  be  cut  off  in  the 
flower  of  his  age,  or  to  remain  mifcrably  crippled,  with 
only  half  his  limbs,  might  be  the  alternatives  to  which  he 
would  be  reduced.  But  fuppofing  he  could  efcape  thefe 
misfortunes,  ftill  he  mull  earn  his  fubfiftence  in  England, 
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at  the  expence  of  labour,  and  “ in  the  fweat  of  his  brow,”  Jut; 
when  this  elded  curfe  on  mankind  is  fcarcely  felt  at  Tahei- 
tee.  The  drudgery  of  our  country  people  is  continual,  and 
their  exertion  of  drength  very  violent.  Before  they  can 
make  the  lead  ufe  of  corn,  they  mud  undergo  the  various  la- 
bours of  ploughing,  reaping,  thrafhing,  and  grinding.  They 
are  obliged  to  cultivate  an  hundred  times  more  than  they 
can  confume,  in  order  to  fupport  a breed  of  animals,  whofe 
afliftance  in  hufbandry  is  abfolutely  neceflary  ; and  to  pay 
for  the  liberty  of  tilling  the  ground,  for  the  articles  of  drefs 
indifpenfable  in  a raw  climate ; for  their  tools,  and  a va- 
riety of  things,  which  they  might  ealily  make  with  their 
own  hands,  if  agriculture  alone  did  not  engrofs  their  time 
and  attention.  The  tradefman,  the  manufacturer,  the  artid, 
all  are  obliged  to  work  with  equal  affiduity,  in  order  to 
furnilh  the  goods,  in  return  for  which  the  farmer  gives 
them  bread.  How  different  from  this,  how  indolent  is  the 
life  of  the  Taheitian  ! Two  or  three  bread-fruit  trees, 
which  grow  almod  without  any  culture,  and  which  flourilh 
as  long  as  he  himfelf  can  expect  to  live,  fupply  him  with 
abundant  food  during  three-fourths  of  the  year.  The  fu- 
perfluity  is  fermented  and  preferred,  as  a wholefome,  nou- 
rishing and  palatable  bread,  for  the  remaining  months^ 

Thofe  plants  which  require  the  greated  attendance  at  Ta- 
heitee,  the  cloth-trees  and  eddo-roots,  are  cultivated  with 
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much  lcfs  trouble  than  our  cabbages  and  kitchen-herbs, 
though  their  ufes  are  infinitely  more  extenfivc.  The  whole 
procefs  neceffary  to  plant  a bread-tree,  is  to  break  off  a 
found  branch,  and  (lick  it  in  the  ground.  The  banana, 
whofe  rich  clufters  feem  too  great  a weight  for  the  herba- 
ceous (lem,  annually  (hoots  afrc(h  from  the  root.  The 
royal  palm,  at  once  the  ornament  of  the  plain,  and  a ufc- 
ful  gift  of  nature  to  its  inhabitants  ; the  golden  apple, 
whofe  falutary  effects  we  have  fo  (Irongly  experienced, 
and  a number  of  other  plants,  all  thrive  with  fuch  lux- 
uriance, and  require  fo  little  trouble,  that  I may  venture 
to  call  them  fpontancous.  The  manufacture  of  drefs  is 
an  agreeable  paftime  for  the  women,  and  the  building  of 
houfes  and  canoes,  with  the  making  of  tools  and  arms,  are 
occupations  which  become  amuGng  by  being  voluntary, 
and  intended  for  the  more  immediate  ufe  of  the  artificers. 
Mod  of  their  days  are  therefore  fpent  in  a round  of  various 
enjoyments,  in  a country  where  nature  has  lavilhed  many 
a pleafing  landfcapc  ; where  the  temperature  of  the  air  is 
warm,  but  continually  rcfrclhcd  by  a wholcfome  breeze 
from  the  fca  } and  where  the  Iky  is  almoft  conftantly  ferene. 
This  climate,  and  its  falubrious  productions,  contribute  to 
the  (Irength  and  the  elegance  of  their  form.  They  are  all 
well-proportioned,  and  fome  would  have  been  felcCted  by 
Phidias  or  Praxiteles,  as  models  of  mafeuline  beauty.  Their 
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features  are  fweet,  and  unruffled  by  violent  paffions.  Their 
large  eyes,  their  arched  eyebrows,  and  high  forehead,  give 
a noble  air  to  their  heads,  which  are  adorned  by  flrong 
beards,  and  a comely  growth  of  hair  *.  Thefe,  as  well  as 
their  beautiful  teeth,  are  the  proofs  of  vigour,  and  of  a 
found  habit  of  body.  The  fex,  the  partners  of  their  felicity, 
arc  likewife  well-formed  ; their  irregular  charms  win  the 
heart  of  their  countrymen,  and  their  unaffected  fmiles,  and 
a wi(h  to  pleafe,  infure  them  mutual  elleem  and  love.  A 
kind  of  happy  uniformity  runs  through  the  whole  life  of 
the  Taheitians.  They  rife  with  the  fun,  and  haften  to  ri- 
vers and  fountains,  to  perform  an  ablution  equally  reviving 
and  cleanly.  They  pafs  the  morning  at  work,  or  walk  about 
till  the  heat  of  the  day  increafcs,  when  they  retreat  to  their 
dwellings,  or  repofe  under  fome  tufted  tree.  There  they 
amufe  themfclves  with  fmoothing  their  hair,  and  anoint  it 
with  fragrant  oils  ; or  they  blow  the  flute,  and  Cng  to  it,  or 
liften  to  the  fongs  of  the  birds.  At  the  hour  of  noon,  or  a 
little  later,  they  go  to  dinner.  After  their  meals  they  re- 
fume their  domeftic  amufements,  during  which  the  flame 
of  mutual  affedtion  fpreads  in  every  heart,  and  unites  the 
riftng  generation  with  new  and  tender  tics.  The  lively 

• It  has  been  faid  by  other  navigators,  that  they  eradicate  the  hair  of  the  up- 
per-lip,  the  breaft  and  arm-pits ; but  this  is  by  no  means  a general  cuftom. 
The  chiefs  in  particular,  and  the  king  himfelf,  preferre  their  whilkers. 
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lily.  jell,  without  any  ill-nature,  the  artlefs  tale,  the  jocund 
dance  and  frugal  fupper,  bring  on  the  evening ; and  an- 
other villc  to  the  river  concludes  the  a&ions  of  the  day. 
Thus  contented  with  their  firaple  way  of  life,  and  placed  in 
a delightful  country,  they  arc  free  from  careS,  and  happy 
in  their  ignorance. 

Ihr  leben  flieflec  verborgen, 

Wie  klarc  bachc  (lurch  blumcn  dahin.  Kleist. 

It  mud  be  allowed,  that  thefe  advantages  are  ded live 
with  thofe,  who  have  nothing  fo  much  at  heart  as  the  gra- 
tification of  their  fenfes.  No  wonder  then  that  a failor, 
perhaps  lefs  guided  by  rcafon  than  the  reft  of  his  com- 
rades, lliould  hurry  on  headlong  after  the  plcafures  of  the 
prefent  moment.  It  is  certain,  at  the  fame  time,  that  being 
born  anti  bred  up  it*  an  aftive  fphere  of  life,  acquainted 
with  numberlefs  fubjeds,  utterly  unknown  to  the  Tahei- 
tians,  and  accuflomed  to  extend  his  thoughts  to  pall  and 
future  occurrences,  he  would  fliortly  have  been  tired  of  an 
uninterrupted  tranquility  and  continual  famenefs,  fuited 
only  to  a people  whofe  notions  are  Ample  and  con- 
fined. 

The  ideas  of  happinefs  are  infinitely  various  in  different 
nations,  according  to  their  manners,  principles,  and  degrees 
of  civilization.  As  the  productions  and  apparent  good  qua- 
lities 
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lities  of  eur  globe,  are  either  profufely  or  fparingly  diftri- 
buted,  on  its  different  parts,  the  diverfity  of  human  opini- 
ons is  a convincing  proof  of  that  paternal  love,  and  uner- 
ring wifdom,  which,  in  the  plan  of  this  world,  has  provided 
for  the  good  of  mankind,  alike  in  the  torrid  and  the 
frigid  zone. 

Fix’d  to  no  fpot  is  happinefs  fincere, 

'Ti»  no  whete  to  be  found,  or  cv’ry  where.  Pore. 
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chap.  vir. 


The  J'ccond  Jlay  at  tie  Society  IJlands. 


S.itui  Jay  14* 


ABrifk  gale  carried  us  fwifily  from  Taheitcc.  Wc 
were  Rill  bulled  in  contemplating  its  beautiful 
fccnery,  when  an  unexpected  objedt  on  our  own  decks  at- 
tracted our  attention.  This  was  no  other  than  one  of  the 
finelt  women  whom  we  had  feen  in  the  country,  and  who. 
had  refolvcd  to  go  with  us  ter  Raietea  (Ulietea),  her  native 
ifland.  Her  parents,  from  whom  fhe  had  eloped  to  Tahei- 
tee  with  a favoured  lover  fome  years  ago,  were  Rill  alive, 
and  the  force  of  affedtion  urged  her  irrefiftibly  to  vifit  them. 
She  was  by  no  means  apprehenfive  of  their  anger,  but  on 
the  contrary  expedted  a kind  reception.  The  little  youthful 
errors  of  the  heart  are  eafily  forgiven,  where  intereR  and 
ambition  have  fo  little  fway.  She  had  concealed  herfelf  on 
board  during  O-Too’s  laR  vifit,  as  he  had  exprefsly  ordered 
that  no  woman  fliould  go  with  us;  but  being  fafe  at  prefent,. 
fhe  ventured  to  make  her  appearance.  Mahine’s  brother, 
his  fervant,  and  two  other  natives  of  Borabora,  likewife  took 
a paflage  with  us,  confidently  relying  on  a people  who  had 
fo  faithfully  brought  one  of  their  countrymen  back  again,, 
and  who  had  endeavoured  to  (hew  him  every  kindnefs  in 
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their  power.  Their  company  gave  life  to  our  convcrfation,  jjjfc 
and  ffiortened  the  day  of  our  paflagc  to  Huahine.  The 
girl  was  drefled  in  a fuit  of  cloaths  belonging  to  one  of 
the  officers,  and  was  fo  much  pleafed  with  her  new  gar- 
ments, that  ffie  went  affiore  in  them  as  foon  as  ffic  arrived 
at  that  ifland.  She  dined  with  the  officers,  without  the 
lead  fcruple,  and  laughed  at  the  prejudices  of  her  country- 
men with  all  the  good  fenfe  of  a citizen  of  the  world. 

With  a proper  education  ffie  might  have  ffione  as  a wo- 
man of  genius  even  in  Europe ; fince,  without  the  advan- 
tage of  a cultivated  underftanding,  her  great  vivacity  joined 
to  very  polite  manners,  already  were  fufficicnt  to  make  her 
company  fupportable. 

We  failed  on  all  night;  and  the  next  morning,  at  day  Saturday  >$. 
break,  the  ifland  of  Huahine  was  in  fight.  In  the  after- 
noon we  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  northern  branch  of 
Wharre  harbour,  where  we  lay  not  more  than  fifty  yards 
from  the  ffiore.  We  were  vifited  by  fome  of  the  natives, 
who  brought  hogs  to  fell,  but  demanded  hatchets  in  return, 
which  were  now  fo  fcarce  on  board,  that  we  referved  them 
for  great  occafions.  Orec,  the  regent  of  the  ifland,  came  to 
us  before  funfet  in  a fmall  canoe,  and  brought  a hog  and 
a target  of  war  to  captain  Cook,  for  which  he  received  a Rat- 
able prefent.  He  gave  us  fome  pepper-roots  this  time,  but 
without  any  of  the  ceremonies  obferved  at  our  former  vifit 
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iJly.  to  the  ifland  *.  In  the  evening  we  had  a perfedt  calm,  and 
were  highly  delighted  with  viewing  and  hearing  the  na- 
tives, who  fat  in  their  houfes  along  the  Ihore,  around  their 
candles,  which  arc  oily  nuts  Ruck  on  a Render  Rick.  One 
of  the  RrR  who  came  on  board  the  next  day  was  Porea,  the 
Taheitian  youth,  who  had  left  that  ifland  with  us  eight 
months  ago,  but  had  withdrawn  himfelf  from  us  at  Raietea. 
He  told  us,  it  was  by  no  means  with  his  confent  that  he  Raid 
behind.  Having  an  amour  with  a pretty  girl,  flie  had  ap- 
pointed a rendezvous,  to  which  he  had  haflened,  after  de- 
livering the  powder-horn  to  captain  Cook.  On  his  arriv- 
ing at  the  place  appointed  with  his  fair  mifirefs,  he  had 
been  attacked  by  her  father,  with  fome  attendants,  who  had 
flripped  him  of  his  European  cloaths,  beaten  him  foundlv, 
and  confined  him  till  after  our  departure.  He  had  then 
taken  the  firfl  opportunity  of  crofling  over  to  Huahine, 
where  he  had  been  fupported  by  the  hofpitality  of  feveral 
friends,  fo  that  he  was  now  in  a very  good  plight.  From 
his  Rory  we  may  gather,  that  the  people  of  thefe  iflands  do 
not  always  permit  their  daughters  to  follow  their  own  in- 
clinations ; though  according  to  our  ideas,  Porea’s  attempt 
did  not  authorife  the  father  to  rob  him  of  his  cloaths. 

We  went  on  fhore  early,  and  rambled  to  the  lagoons, 
which  the  fea  forms  to  the  northward  of  the  harbour. 


• See  yoI.  I.  p.  376. 
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We  found  them  furroundcd  by  fwamps,  filled  with  variety  lUr. 
of  Eafl  Indian  plants;  and  their  fhorc3  confided  of  a flimy 
mud,  which,  from  its  appearance,  and  fetid  fmell,  we 
thought  to  be  of  the  fame  nature  and  qualities  with  bepar 
fulpburis.  There  were  great  flocks  of  ducks  upon  the  la- 
goon ; but  we  found  it  difficult  to  approach  them,  as  we 
funk  into  the  mud,  whenever  we  ventured  to  walk  through 
it.  The  profpcdl  which  this  piece  of  water  forms,  is  how- 
ever extremely  pleafing  and  pitflurefque.  The  ftinking 
effluvia  of  the  lagoons  are  probably  edeemed  unwholefome, 
as  we  obferved  but  very  few  houfes  on  their  banks.  On 
the  fea  fide  they  are  inclofed  by  a narrow  coral  ledge  co- 
vered with  fand,  a little  elevated,  along  which  we  found 
great  number  of  coco- nut  palms.  The  marfhes  Hope 
down  from  this  immediately  to  the  flagnant  water.  We 
were  entertained  by  one  of  the  natives  with  coco-nuts, 
which  were  at  prefent  very  fcarce  upon  the  ifland.  In  re- 
turning home  our  fervant,  who  carried  a bag  with  plants, 
and  another  with  iron  tools,  was  knocked  down  a few 
yards  behind  us,  and  would  have  been  robbed,  if  we  had  not 
turned  back  by  chance ; but  at  fight  of  us  the  thieves  ran 
off.  This  was  the  lecond  time  that  our  people  were  thus 
boldly  attacked  by  the  natives  of  Huahine,  who  feem,  upon 
the  whole,  to  be  more  licentious  under  the  infirm  govern- 
ment of  old  Orce,  than  thofe  of  Taheitec,  and  of  the  other 
Society  Iflands. 

This 
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This  old  chief  appeared  to  be  much  more  indolent  at 
this  time  than  at  our  firfl:  vifit,  and  his  intellects  feemed  to 
be  conflderably  impaired.  His  eyes  were  red  and  inflamed, 
and  his  whole  body  lean  and  fealy.  We  were  not  long  at 
a lofs  to  account  for  this  change,  having  obferved  that  he 
was  now  much  addicted  to  the  intoxicating  pepper- draught, 
of  which  he  drank  great  quantities,  prepared  exceflively 
ftrong.  Mahine  had  the  honour  of  drinking  with  him  for 
feveral  nights  together,  and  received  fuch  a fhare  of  his 
naufcouB  beverage,  that  he  commonly  awoke  the  next  morn- 
ing with  a violent  head-ache. 

We  made  another  cxcurfion  to  the  fame  place  the  next 
day,  and  brought  back  a number  of  corals,  (hells,  and 

I 

echini,  which  the  natives  had  gathered  for  us  on  the  fea- 
(liore.  We  received  prefents  of  hogs  and  targets  from  dif- 
ferent chiefs,  who  came  on  purpofe  to  viGt  their  old  ac- 
quaintances, and  would  not  fell  or  part  with  their  goods, 
till  they  faw  their  friend  for  whom  they  were  deftined. 
The  next  day  we  took  a walk  up  one  of  the  hills,  which 
is  every  where  planted  with  bread-trees,  pepper  and  mul- 
berry-trees, yams  and  eddoes.  The  mulberry  or  cloth-trees 
were  cultivated  with  particular  attention  ; the  ground  be- 
tween them  was  carefully  weeded,  and  manured  with 
broken  decayed  (hells  and  coral,  and  the  whole  plantation 
furrounded  with  a deep  furrow  or  channel,  in  order  to 
drain  it.  In  many  places  they  had  burnt  away  ferns  and 

various 
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rarious  ftirubs,  in  order  to  prepare  the  ground  for  future 
plantations.  At  a confiderable  height  upon  the  hill  we 
found  a houfe,  the  inhabitants  of  which,  an  old  woman 
and  her  daughter,  hofpitably  entertained  us.  We  gave 
them  feveral  beads  and  nails,  and  fome  red  feathers,  which 
lad  were  rather  accepted  as  a curiofity,  than  as  things  of 
great  value.  This  opinion  was  general  among  the  people 
at  Huahine  j they  wanted  hatchets  in  exchange  for  their 
hogs,  and  fmaller  iron  tools  for  other  provifions,  and  as 
we  were  well  flocked  with  animals,  we  did  not  like  their 
price,  though  it  was  the  fame  which  we  had  formerly 
given.  Since  red  feathers  have  really  no  intrinfic  value,  and 
are  only  ufed  for  ornament,  we  have  another  convincing 
proof  of  the  fuperior  affluence  and  luxury  of  the  Tahcitians, 
in  the  great  eagernefs  which  they  exprefled  to  purchafe 
them.  The  difference  is  obvioufly  owing  to  the  excellence 
of  their  country,  compared  to  Huahine,  where  the  ambient 
plain  is  fo  narrow  and  in  confiderable,  that  the  natives  are 
obliged  to  cultivate  the  hills. 

Several  bold  thefts  were  committed,  during  the  follow- 
ing days,  by  the  natives,  for  which  it  was  not  in  our  power 
to  obtain  redrefs.  Some  other  attempts  however  were  pu- 
nched. A party  of  petty  officers  were  gone  to  take  the  di- 
verfion  of  (hooting  on  a hill,  and  had  a marine  with  them, 
who  carried  fome  hatchets  and  nails  in  a bag.  A native 
who  attended  them,  feeing  that  their  fowling-pieces  miffed 
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HI*  fire  feveral  times,  took  his  opportunity,  when  the  marine 
had  laid  down  his  bundle,  to  fnatch  it  up,  and  ran  off  with 
it.  The  day  after  the  gentlemen  went  to  fee  a heiva  or 
public  dance,  and  luckily  found  the  thief  among  the  fpec- 
tators.  He  confclfed  his  mifdcmeanour,  but  promifed,  if 
they  would  pardon  him,  to  bring  them  fome  targets  in  re- 
turn, which  were  always  reckoned  equivalent  to  our  hatchets. 
They  were  contented  with  his  fubmiflion,  and  the  man 
puntflually  kept  his  word  the  next  day ; which  Chews  that 
he  was  by  no  means  to  be  compared  to  our  hardened  fin- 
ners,  but  was  fully  fenfible  of  the  generous  treatment  which 
he  had  met  with.  Another  attempted  to  Real  a powder- 
horn,  but  he  was  detected,  and  requited  by  blows.  Even 
the  poor  girl,  who  came  on  board  at  Taheitce,  tempted 
them  by  wearing  an  European  drefs.  A number  of  na- 
tives fet  upon  her  in  a houfe,  when  fhe  was  leaf!  aware  of 
it,  and  began  to  Clrip  off  her  cloaths ; when  fome  of  our 
people  fortunately  came  by,  who  put  the  thieves  to  flight. 
This  accident  frightened  her  fo  much,  that  Che  never  ven- 
tured out  of  the  (hip  alone  for  the  future. 

Thurfday  i9.  On  the  i 9th  we  took  a walk  towards  the  long  inlet, 
where  Dr.  Sparrman  had  been  robbed  about  eight  months 
before.  The  weather  was  rainy  at  firft,  and  the  Chowers 
became  fo  fevere,  that  we  retreated  into  a fmall  hut,  to  pre- 
vent our  being  wetted  to  the  Ckin.  We  found  here  a 
friendly  family,  who  immediately  offered  us  fome  frefh 
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bread-fruit  and  fome  fillies  to  cat,  that  being  always  the 
firft  mark  of  hofpitality  among  the  inhabitants  of  the 
South  Sea.  An  elderly  woman,  of  fome  note,  had  likewife 
taken  fhclter  under  the  fame  roof,  with  one  of  her  attend- 
ants, who  led  a hog  to  her  home.  As  we  fet  out  together, 
when  the  fhower  was  over,  the  good  woman  prefented  the 
hog  to  us,  and  invited  us  to  her  houfe,  which  lay  at  a conft- 
derable  diftancc.  Wc  eroded  the  hill,  and  defeended  to  the 
fea  Ihorc  on  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  ifland.  Our  way  was 
extremely  llippery  •,  but  wc  collected  a number  of  plants 
which  had  novelty  to  recommend  them.  The  weather 
changed  .before  we  reached  the  plain  below,  and  became 
delightfully  fair.  We  found  a bay,  with  an  extenfive  Qioal 
of  coral,  and  a fmall  iflet,  where  great  flocks  of  wild- 
ducks,  curlews,  and  fnipes  refided.  We  received  feveral 
refrefhments  from  the  natives,  which  our  friendly  old  lady 
endeavoured  to  procure.  After  we  had  amufed  ourfclves 
for  fome  time  with  fhooting,  we  crofled  the  hills  in  another 
diredtion,  and  palling  through  a fine  valley,  well  inhabited, 
and  rich  in  all  forts  of  plantations,  we  came  to  the  woman’s 
dwelling  on  the  fea  fhore.  Here  we  found  an  old  man, 
her  hulband,  and  a large  family,  fome  of  whom  were 
grown  up.  She  treated  us  with  Hewed  fowls,  bread-fruit, 
and  coco-nuts,  and  then  fent  us  in  her  own  canoe  to  the 
fhip,  which  lay  about  five  miles  off  by  fea,  but  at  leaft  twice 
as  far  by  land.  There  was  a kind  of  afliduity  to  ferve  us 
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in  this  good  woman's  behaviour,  which  1 had  not  often  ex- 
perienced in  thofe  numerous  indances  of  hofpitality,  daily 
obvious  to  the  flranger  in  the  South  Sea  iflands.  It  is  a molt 
convincing  proof  of  the  excellence  of  the  human  heart,  in 
its  fimplc  date,  before  ambition,  luxury,  and  various  other 
paflions  have  corrupted  it. 

We  llaid  on  board  the  next  day  till  the  afternoon,  and 
then  went  afliore  with  captain  Cook  to  a long  houfe,  which 
was  a common  receptacle,  or  carvanfcra,  for  many  fami- 
lies, who  travelled  thither  in  ordered  to  be  near  us.  We 
found  feveral  inferior  chiefs  there ; but  Oree  was  gone  to  a 
different  part  of  the  illand.  After  converfing  with  fhem  for 
fome  time,  feveral  natives  arrived,  who  brought  an  ac- 
count that  our  firft  and  fecond  lieutenant,  with  one  of  the 
mates,  had  been  dripped  by  feveral  robbers.  A great  num- 
, her  of  the  inhabitants  immediately  fled,  and  all  who  re- 
mained expreffed  drong  marks  of  fear.  We  could  not  col- 
led! with  certainty,  from  the  information  of  different  peo- 
ple, whether  our  officers  had  been  beaten  or  killed  •,  the  Ta- 
heitian  word,  matte,  expreffing  both  thefe  ideas;  We  were 
however  foon  relieved  from  this  date  of  fufpenfe,  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  gentlemen,  pcrfedlly  fafe,  with  their  arms 
and  cloaths.  They  informed  us,  that  having  been  fhooting 
near  the  lagoons,  they  had  been  attacked  unawares  by  fome 
of  the  natives,  who,  upon  their  refuting  to  part  with  their 
fowling-pieces,  had  beaten  them,  and  wreded  thofe  arms 
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out  of  their  hands ; that  a chief  happening  to  pafs  by 
during  the  ftrugglc,  had  come  to  their  affiflance,  and  had 
effedfed  the  recovery  of  every  article  which  had  been  taken 
from  them.  We  returned  on  board  together,  and  obferved 
that  the  natives  forfook  the  adjacent  country.  The  next 
morning  early,  Mahine,  who  had  flept  on  fhorc,  brought  a 
meffage  from  Oree  to  captain  Cook,  importing  that  there 
were  thirteen  offenders,  whom  he  could  not  punifh  with- 
out the  captain’s  affiflance : he  requcfled  him  therefore 
to  fend  twenty-two  armed  men,  which  he  expreffed  by  the 
fame  number  of  fmall  flicks,  and  promifed  to  join  them 
with  fome  of  his  own  warriors,  who  fliould  go  out  to  chaf- 
tifethe  rebels.  Captain  Cook  went  on  fhore  with  Mahine, 
in  order  to  be  more  fully  affured  of  Orce's  intention ; but 
not  undemanding  enough  of  the  language,  he  received  very- 
little  intelligence.  As  foon  as  he  returned  on  board,  he 
confulted  with  the  officers  ; and,  on  this  occafion,  the  fecond 
lieutenant  ingenuoufly  confeffed  that  they  themfelvcs  had 
been  the  aggreflors,  and  had  drawn  upon  them  the  fevere  re- 
venge which  the  natives  had  taken.  One  of  them  having 
fhot  a couple  of  ducks  in  the  lagoon,  defired  a native,  who 
attended  him*  to  fetch  them  out  of  the  water.  The  man, 
who  had  repeatedly  done  him  this  good  office  before, 
refufed  to  ferve  as  a fpanicl  any  longer.  Our  officer 
beat  him,  however,  till  he  went  in,  and  worked  himfelf 
through  the  mud  with  great  agility,  in  a motion  between 
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M*t'  fwimming  and  walking.  When  he  had  reached  the  ducks, 
which  lay  at  a confiderable  diflancc  from  the  Ihore,  he  fwam 
off  with  them  to  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  lagoon,  perhaps 
confcious  that  he  deferved  them  for  the  trouble  he  had 
taken.  As  this  did  not  agree  with  the  feaman's  intentions, 
he  loaded  his  mulket  with  ball,  and  fired,  but  fortunately 
milled  him.  He  was  preparing  to  load  again,  when  the 
croud  about  him,  feeing  the  life  of  their  countryman  fo 
wantonly  fported  with,  feized  his  arms.  He  called  to  his 
companions  for  help,  but  they  were  likewife  furrounded  ; 
and  though  one  of  them  fired  a load  of  Ihot  into  the  thighs 
of  a native,  this  only  exafperated  them  the  more ; fo  that  he 
was  beaten  and  bruifed  without  mercy.  Mahine’s  attend- 
ant, or  fervant,  a flout  youth,  of  a very  low  ftature,  accom- 
panied our  gentlemen,  and  fought  defperately  in  their  fa- 
vour, but  was  overpowered  by  numbers.  After  this  con- 

J> 

feffion,  the  cafe  was  greatly  altered  ; however,  the  captair* 
refolved  to  queftion  Oree  once  more,  and  to  that  purpofe 
defiled  my  father  to  accompany  him  to  the  Ihore,  being; 
convinced  that  no  perfon  on  board  was  at  this  time  fo  well 
verfed  in  the  language  of  the  country.  They  foon  learnt 
from  Oree,  that  he  intended  wc  fhould  march  to  the  dwell- 
ings of  the  natives  who  had  thus  done  themfclves  jufticc, 
and  who  feemed  to  have  withdrawn  themfelves  even  from 
his  power;  and  that  he  wilhed  to  take  all  their  goods  and 
hogs,  and  give  them  to  us.  Captain  Cook  returned  to  the 
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(hip,  and  felefted  a party  of  forty-fevcn  Europeans,  includ- 
ing the  officers,  Dr.  Sparrman,  my  father,  and  myfelf  ; not 
indeed  to  reduce  the  rebellious  fubjetfts  of  Orcc  to  their 
duty,  who  had  fo  much  reafon  to  complain  of  injuilice 
from  our  people,  but  perhaps  to  fhew  that  he  did  not  en- 
tirely approve  of  their  conduct.  We  landed,  and  marched 
with  Oree  and  a few  of  the  natives  towards  the  diflridl 
where  the  robbery  was  committed.  In  proportion  as  we 
advanced,  the  croud  at  our  heels  encrcafed  in  number  to  fe- 
veral  hundreds,  and  took  lip  arms  in  the  neighbouring 
houfes.  Orcc  himfelf  wielded  a fpear  ten  feet  long,  with 
a barbed  tail  of  fling-ray  at  the  point.  We  halted  at  the 
diftance  of  about  two  miles,  and  were  now  acquainted  by 
Mahine  that  the  natives  had  formed  the  plan  of  furround- 
ing and  cutting  us  off.  Oree  was  defirous  to  flay  behind  ■> 
but  captain  Cook  perfuaded  him  and  a few  other  chiefs  to 
go  with  us,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  croud  were  ordered  to  pro- 
ceed no  further,  under  pretence,  that  in  cafe  of  an  engage- 
ment, we  fhould  not  be  able  to  diflinguifh  friends  from  foes. 
We  marched  about  three  miles  to  a place  where  the  path  di- 
vided ; we  chofe  that  which  Jed  acrofs  a very  fteep  rock,  in  pre- 
ference to  another  at  the  foot  of  it.  Steps  were  cut  in  the  rock 
on  the  oppofite  fide,  where  we  defeended  again  on  the  plain. 
This  pafs  was  fo  dangerous,  that  captain  Cook  propofed  to 
leave  a detachment  of  his  petty  army  here  ; but  feeing  that 
the  croud  advanced  flowly  after  him,  in  fpite  of  Oree’s  or- 
ders. 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


izi 

tiers,  he  refolved  to  return,  and  declared  to  the  natives  that 
the  enemy  was  too  far  off  to  be  purlued.  We  came  back 
to  a fpacious  houfe,  about  halfway  to  the  fhip,  where  Orec 
regaled  us  with  coco  nuts.  Whilft  we  remained  there,  fome 
of  the  natives  brought  feveral  banana  ffalks,  two  dogs,  and 
a pig.  They  prefented  them  to  the  captain,  holding  a long 
fpeech  on  the  occafion,  which  was  rnoflly  unintelligible,  but 
feemed  to  relate  to  the  affair  that  had  brought  us  into  the 
field.  A large  hog  was  fliewn  to  us  at  the  fame  time,  but 
inllcad  of  being  prefented,  it  was  led  off  again.  From, 
hence  we  reached  the  fea  Ihore  oppofitc  the  fhip  about  noon, 
and  then  fired  our  mufkets  in  platoons  over  the  fea.  This 
manoeuvre  furprifed  the  natives  prodigioufly,  as  it  convinced 
them  that  we  could  keep  up  a conftant  fire,  of  which  they 
had  no  idea  before,  and  (hewed  them  to  what  vaft  dillances 
cur  balls  could  be  projected.  Thus  ended  our  warlike  ex- 
pedition, to  the  wifli  of  a few  individuals  amongft  us,  who 
had  too  great  an  affetffion  for  all  their  brethren,  to  defire 
their  de(lru<5lion.  It  was  not  fo  fatisfadlory  to  others,  who, 
inured  to  the  horrid  feenes  of  war  and  bloodfhed,  had  ac- 
quired, by  force  of  habit,  a deteftable  eagernefs  to  try  their 
fkill  in  (hooting  at  men,  rather  than  at  a mark  ! 

We  faw  but  few  natives  about  the  fhip  all  the  next  af- 
ternoon ; fome  fruit  was  however  exchanged  for  fmall  nails.  . 
Our  friends  vifited  us  the  next  morning,  with  many  pre- 
sents of  different  forts.  One  of  them,  a chief,  named  Mo- 
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rurua,  had  fingled  out  my  father  as  his  friend,  and  came 
with  his  wife  and  family  to  fee  us.  Several  articles  were 
diftributed  to  them,  in  return  for  thofe  which  the  chief  had 
brought ; but  he  thought  our  prefent  fo  much  more  valu- 
able than  his,  that  he  feemed  quite  enchanted,  and  his  eyes 
with  peculiar  eloquence  exprefled  a lively  fenfe  of  gratitude. 
He  returned  therefore  to  us  again  the  next  morning,  when 
we  were  getting  under  fail,  and  after  loading  us  with  new 
prefents,  diflolved  in  tears  at  parting. 

We  left  the  three  friends  of  Mahine  on  this  ifland,  but 
had  taken  on  board  another  native,  who  was  fent  from  Oree 
with  a meflage  to  O Poonee,  the  king  of  Borabora.  This 
ambaflador  appeared  to  be  a very  ftupid  fellow  ; we  could 
not  however  dive  into  the  fecret  of  his  million,  nor  were 
any  of  us  folicitous  about  it.  His  name  was  Hurree-hurree, 
which,  in  its  Englilh  acceptation,  feemed  to  be  remarkably 
well  chofen  for  a meflenger. 

The  next  day  before  noon  we  anchored  in  the  entrance  of 
Hamaneno  harbour,  on  the  ifland  of  Raietea,  and  fpent  the 
reft  of  the  day,  till  after  fun-fet,  in  warping  the  fliip  into 
the  bafon.  The  chief  O-Rea  came  on  board,  and  feemed 
highly  delighted  with  our  return.  The  appearance  of  Ma- 
hine and  Hurree  doubtlefs  ftrengthened  his  good  opinion  of 
us,  and  infpired  all  his  people  with  confidence.  We  went 
on  (horc  to  his  houfe  with  captain  Cook  the  next  morning, 
and  were  met  by  his  wife  and  his  daughter  Poyadua.  The 

wife 


i '-7 


Wat. 


Monday  sj» 


Tuefday  *+r 


Wednefd.  *£*. 


Digitized  by  Google 


128. 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


•*‘4. 

May. 


wife  cut  her  head  with  a fhark’s  tooth,  and  received  the 
blood  on  a bit  of  cloth  ; and  both  wept  and  fobbed  aloud  to- 
gether for  fome  time.  However  when  they  had  concluded 
this  ceremony,  they  were  as  merry  as  if  nothing  had  hap- 
pened. We  were  confined  to  his  houfe  by  heavy  fhowers 
of  rain  till  noon,  when  we  returned  to  the  fhip,  which  was 
now  brought  into  a narrow  creek,  where  flic  lay  clofe  to 
the  fhore,  for  the  convenience  of  watering. 

We  walked  along  this  creek  in  the  afternoon,  as  far  as 
the  intermittent  fhowers  would  permit.  The  fhore  was 
lined  with  innumerable  canoes,  whilil  every  houfe  and  fhed 
was  crouded  with  people,  many  of  whom  were  preparing 
large  and  luxurious  dinners,  from  heaps  of  provifions  which 
were  every  where  accumulated.  We  were  told  that  a pe- 
culiar fociety  or  order  of  perfons  of  both  fexes,  named  Ar- 

* 

reoy,  exifted  in  thefc  iflands  > and  that  they  aflembled  at 
times  from  all  parts,  and  travelled  through  all  the  iflands, 
feafting  and  caroufing  to  exccfs.  During  the  time  we  lay 
at  Huahine,  w'e  had  obferved  no  lefj  than  feventy  canoes, 
with  more  than  feven  hundred  of  thefc  arreoys  on  board, 
crofling  over  to  Raietea  in  one  morniDg.  We  were  told  that 
they  had  fpent  a few  days  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  and 
were  arrived  on  its  weftern  fhore  only  a day  or  two  before 
us.  We  took  notice  that  they  were  all  perfons  of  fome  con- 
fequence,  and  of  the  race  of  chiefs.  Some  of  the  men  were 
pundtured  in  large  broad  blotches  $ and  Mahine  allured  us, 
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t-hefe  were  ihe  moil  eminent  members  of  the  fociety,  and 
that  the  more  they  were  covered  with  pun&ures,  the 
higher  was  their  rank.  They  were  in  general  flout  and 
well  made,  and  all  profefled  themfelves  warriors.  Mahine 
had  a very  high  veneration  for  this  fociety,  and  told  us  he 
himfelf  was  a member.  They  are  united  by  the  ties  of  re- 
ciprocal fricndlhip,  and  exercife  hofpitality  towards  each 
other  in  its  greateft  latitude.  As  foon  as  an  arreoy  vifits  an- 
other, though  he  were  unknown  to  him,  he  is  fure  to  have 
his  wants  fupplied,  and  his  defires  gratified ; he  is  intro- 
duced to  other  members  of  the  order,  and  they  vie  with  each 
other  in  loading  him  with  carefles  and  prefents.  It  was  to 
this  principle  that  Mahine  aferibed  all  the  plcafures  which 
he  had  enjoyed  at  Tahcitee.  The  firft  people  who  faw  him 
on  board  were  arreoys  according  to  his  account,  and  in  that 
quality  made  him  a prefent  of  their  garments,  fince  he  had 
no  other  than  European  cloaths.  It  appears,  that  one  or 
more  perfons  of  each  little  family  of  chiefs  enter  into  this 
community,  of  which  the  invariable  and  fundamental 
charaifler  is,  that  none  of  its  members  are  permitted  to  have 
any  children.  From  the  accounts  of  the  molt  intelligent 
among  the  natives,  we  have  great  room  to  fuppofe,  that  the 
original  inflitution  required  their  living  in  perpetual  celi- 
bacy. As  this  law  was  too  repugnant  to  the  impulfes  of 
nature,  which  mull  be  uncommonly  flrong  in  their  climate, 

- they  foon  tranfgreficd  it ; but  preferved  the  intention  of  the 
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prefcribcd  abftinence,  by  fuffocating  their  unfortunate  off- 
fpring  immediately  after  birth. 

The  arreoys  enjoy  feveral  privileges,  and  are  greatly  re- 
fpeifted  throughout  the  Society  Iflands  and  Tahcitee;  nay, 
they  claim  a great  {hare  of  honour  from  the  very  circum- 
ftance  of  being  childlefs.  Tupaya,  when  he  heard  that  the 
king  of  England  had  a numerous  offspring,  declared  he 
thought  himfelf  much  greater,  becaufe  he  belonged  to  the 
arreoys*.  In  mofl  other  countries  the  name  of  a parent 
gives  honour  and  refpe<5t  ; but  when  an  arreoy,  at  Taheitee, 
emphatically  bellows  it,  it  is  meant  as  a term  of  contempt 
and  reproach.  The  arreoys  keep  great  meetings  at  Hated 
times,  travelling  from  one  illand  to  another.  They  feaft 
on  the  choiceft  vegetables,  and  on  plenty  of  pork,  dog’s 
flelh,  filh,  and  poultry,  which  is  liberally  furnilhed  by  the 
towtows,  or  lower  clafs,  for  their  entertainment.  The 
pepper-root  drink  is  prepared  and  fwallowed  in  furpriling 
quantities  on  thefe  occalions.  Wherever  they  go,  the  train 
of  fcnfual  pleafure  waits  upon  them.  They  are  amufed 
with  mulic  and  dances,  which  are  faid  to  be  particularly 
lafeivious  at  night,  when  no  other  fpciffators  belidcs  them- 
felvcs  are  admitted. 

In  a country  fo  far  emerged  from  barbarifm  as  Taheitee, 
it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  a fociety  would  have  maintained 


* This  anecdote  I have  heard  from  captain  Cook  in  converfation. 
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ilfelf  to  the  grefent  time,  which  appears  fo  injurious  to  the 
reft  of  the  nation,  unlefs  its  advantages  were  fo  confider- 

ablc,  as  to  require  its  continuance.  Two  rcafons  feem  to 
favour  the  cxiftencc  of  arreoys,  and  both  are  in  fomemeafure 
connected  together.  The  firfl  appears  to  be  the  necdliiy  of 
entertaining  a body  of  warriors,  to  defend  their  fellow- 
citizens  from  the  invafions  and  depredations  of  enemies. 
This  is  confirmed  by  the  circumflance,  that  all  the  arreoys 
are  warriors  ; but  as  love  might  be  fuppofed  to  enervate 
them,  they  were  retrained  to  that  celibacy,  which  they  have 
fince  found  it  too  difficult  to  obferve.  The  fccond  rcafon 
for  the  afl'oeiation  of  the  arreoys,  feetns  to  be  to  prevent  the 
too  rapid  propagation  of  the  race  of  chiefs.  An  intelligent 

man,  who  perhaps  was  once  the  law-giver  of  Taheitec, 
might  forefee,  that  the  common  people  would  at  length 
groan  under  the  yoke  of  this  numerous  and  ever-multiply- 
ing breed  of  petty-tyrants  *.  To  oblige  a part  of  them  to 
a fingle  life,  was  the  fhorteft  means  of  obtaining  this  end  j 
but  certain  glaring  advantages  were  to  be  held  out,  to  make 
them  fubmit  without  reluftance  to  fuch  a reftraint.  From 
hence  we  may  derive  that  high  efteem  with  which  the 
whole  nation  honours  the  order  of  arrcoy  ; and  likewife  ac- 
count for  their  authority,  and  for  their  gluttony  in  eating, 
which  has  been  the  privilege  of  warriors  in  every  country, 

* See  vot.  I.  p.  367. 
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before  they  became  the  tools  of  tyranny.  When  the  arreoys 
had  once  fo  far  departed  from  the  laws  of  their  firft 
inftitution,  as  to  admit  the  commerce  with  the  fex,  it 
is  eafy  to  conceive,  that,  by  infenfible  degrees,  they  have 
almoft  wholly  loft  the  original  chafle  and  fober  fpirit  of  the 
order.  They  are  at  prefent,  without  doubt,  the  moft 
luxurious  fet  of  people  in  the  ifland ; though  I have  not 
found  the  lcaft  rcafon  to  charge  them  with  a refinement  in 
voluptuoufnefs,  which  is  at  once  improbable,  and  inconfift- 
ent  with  the  tendernefs  of  the  whole  people.  We  have 
been  told  a wanton  tale  of  promifeuous  embraces,  where 
every  woman  is  common  to  every  man  : but  when  we  en- 
quired for  a confirmation  of  this  ftory  from  the  natives,  we 
were  foon  convinced  that  it  muft,  like  many  others,  be  con- 
fidered  as  the  groundlcfs  invention  of  a traveller’s  gay 
fancy'. 

Some  arreoys  arc  married  to  a woman,  in  the  fame  man* 
ner  as  Mahine  was  to  the  daughter  of  Toperrcc  * ; but 
others  keep  a temporary  miftrefs.  Many  may  perhaps 
revel  in  the  arms  of  fevcral  proftitutes,  which  are  to  be  met 
with  in  all  the  iflands.  This  diftolute  pleafure  is  however 
much  more  frequent  in  every  civilized  country  of  Europe  j. 
but  I apprehend  it  would  not  authorife  an  aflertion,  that  in 
Europe  there  cxifts  a fociety  of  men  and  women,  who  prac— 

* Sec  page  89. 
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tife  a particular  refinement  of  fenfuality  *.  When  we 
eonfider  the  whole  character  of  the  Tahcitians  ; when  we  re- 
collect their  gentlenefs,  their  generality,  their  affectionate 
friendlhip,  their  tendernefs,  their  pity,  we  cannot  recon- 
cile thefe  qualities  to  the  murder  of  their  own  offspring. 
We  fliudder  at  the  ftern  inhumanity  of  the  father,  but  much 
more  fo  at  the  obdurate  heart  of  the  mother,  where  the 
voice  of  nature,  and  of  powerful  inftinCt,  Ihould  cry  aloud 
for  mercy  and  protection.  The  paths  of  virtue  are  hut  too 
eafily  forfaken  ; ftill  we  arc  at  a lofs  to  conceive,  how  a peo- 
ple fo  much  left  to  nature,  could  arrive  at  fuch  a detcftablc 
pitch  of  depravity : but  cultom, 

That  monfter  cuftom,  who  all  fenfedoth  eat 

Of  habits  evil  -■■■■-  Shakespeare. 

gradually  blunts  every  feeling,  and  overcomes  the  Rings  of 
remorfe.  We  had  no  fooner  learnt  that  fuch  an  unnatu- 
ral and  barbarous  practice  fligmatized  the  fociety  of  arreoy, 
than  we  reprehended  our  young  friend  Mahine  for  valuing 
hirafclf  on  being  a member  of  fuch  a detellable  body.  We 
endeavoured  to  point  out  the  immorality  and  cruelty  of  this 
practice,  and  made  ufe  of  every  argument  which  our  re- 
flections could  furnifli,  or  our  words  exprefs.  We  eafily 
fucceedcd  in  convincing  him,  and  obtained  a promife  that 
he  would  not  kill  his  children,  but  feparate  from  the  fo- 


* Sec  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  407,  &c. 
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ciety  as  foon  as  he  fhould  receive  the  glorious  name  of  fa- 
ther. To  our  great  fatisfaCtion  he  allured  us,  that  the  in- 
dances  of  arreoys  having  children  were  extremely  rare.  It 
feems  that  they  choofc  their  wives  and  midrefles  among  the 
proftitutes  ; and  from  this  circumflance,  as  well  as  from 
their  great  voluptuoufncfs,  they  have  feldom  reafon  to  dread 
the  intrufion  of  an  unfortunate  infanr.  The  anfwers  of  O- 
Mai,  whom  I confulted  on  this  fubjeCt  after  my  return  to 
England,  gave  me  Rill  greater  pleafure,  as  they  foftened 
the  tranfgrelTion  at  lead  of  one  part,  and  entirely  freed  the 
bulk  of  the  nation  from  that  lhare  of  guilt,  which  the  fim- 
ple  acquiefcence  in  fuch  a heinous  crime  might  throw  upon 
them.  He  allured  me,  that  the  invariable  laws  of  the  com- 
munity of  arrcoy  required  the  extinction  of  their  offspring  ; 
that  the  pre-eminence  and  advantages  which  a man  enjoyed 
as  arreoy  were  fo  valuable,  as  to  urge  him  on  againft  his 
own  feelings  ; that  the  mother  was  never  willing  to  con- 
fent  to  the  horrid  murder,  but  that  her  hufband  and  other 
arreoys  perfuaded  her  to  yield  up  the  child  s and  that  when 
entreaties  were  not  fufficient,  force  was  fometimes  em- 
ployed. But  above  all,  he  added,  that  this  aCt  was  always 
performed  in  fccret,  and  fo  that  none  of  the  people,  not  even 
the  towtows  or  attendants  of  the  houfe,  were  prefent  ; be- 
cause, if  it  were  feen,  the  murderers  mud  be  put  to  death. 
This  being  the  cafe,  we  may  comfort  ourfclvcs  with  the  re- 
flection, that  criminal  individuals  are  not  more  numerous 
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in  the  Society  Iflands,  than  among  other  people ; and  that  ffi, 
the  votaries  of  vice  have  no  reafon  to  triumph,  in  fuppofing 
a whole  nation  accuftomcd  to  commit  unnatural  murders, 
without  a fenfe  of  wrong  *. 

The  arreoys  were  no  lefs  hofpitable  than  luxurious,  and  Thutrdl7 
it  was  not  for  want  of  invitation  that  we  did  not  partake  of 
their  rcfrdhments.  We  rambled  in  the  country  till  fun- 
fet,  and  then  returned  to  the  (hip,  which  Mahine,  the  wo- 
man, and  the  other  Indian  paflengers  had  now  left.  The 
next  morning  a great  number  of  natives  came  to  the  (hip 
in  their  canoes,  among  whom  were  many  women,  who 
remained  with  the  failors.  At  Huahine  the  commerce  of 
this  kind  had  been  very  inconftderable,  and  chiefly  confined 
to  women  who  were  only  on  a vifit  to  that  ifland  ; it  was 
therefore  refumed  here  with  the  greateft  eagernefs  by  our 
crew.  We  paffed  the  day  on  an  excurfion  to  the  northward, 
where  we  (hot  fcvcral  wild  ducks,  and  met  with  a hofpita- 
ble reception  in  different  cottages. 

The  next  was  a fine  day,  delightfully  tempered  by  a 
ftrong  eafterly  gale.  We  received  the  vifits  of  Orea  and  all 


* Depravity  is  much  more  at  home  in  our  polifhed  climate,  and  I mud  here 
mention  an  inflance  which  dains  focicty  with  indelible  dishonour.  In  the  me- 
tropolis of  England  there  are  wretches,  who  publicly  declare  their  (kill,  and 
offer  their  fcrvices,  to  procure  abortion.  (See  an  advertifement  to  that  effc£  in 
a public  paper.  No.  1321,  for  WedncfJay,  January  15,  1777.)  They  are  dif- 
fered with  impunity  to  make  a trade  of  dedroying  human  beings  in  the  womb. 
Such  is  the  fJutary  confcquencc  of  lenity  towards  the  murderers  of  innocent 
babes  ! 
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^”1-  his  family,  of  Boba,  the  viceroy  of  the  ifland  of  O-Taha, 
and  of  Tei'na,  the  fair  dancing-woman,  whofe  pi&ure  Mr. 
Hodges  had  formerly  attempted  to  draw  *.  Boba  was  a 
tall,  handfome  young  man,  a native  of  Borabora,  related  to 
Poonce,  the  king  of  that  ifland,  and  conqueror  of  Raietea 
and  Tahti.  Mahine  has  frequently  told  us,  that  he  is  def- 
tined  to  be  the  fucceflbr  of  O-Poone,  whofe  only  daughter 
Manvherua,  faid  to  be  a young  beautiful  princefs,  twelve 
years  old,  he  is  to  marry.  Boba  was  at  prefent  an  arreoy, 
and  kept  the  lively  Teina  as  his  miftrefs,  who  was  with 
child  in  confequence.  We  entered  into  converfation  with 
her  on  the  cuftom  of  killing  the  offspring  of  an  arreoy. 
The  fliort  dialogue  which  paffed  between  us  was  couched 
in  the  moft  Ample  expreflions,  becaufe  wc  had  not  fuffi- 
cicnt  knowledge  of  the  language  to  difeourfe  of  abftraifl: 
ideas.  For  the  fame  reafon  all  our  rhetoric  was  exhaufled 
in  a few  moments,  and  had  no  other  effect,  than  to  draw 
the  following  conccflion  from  Tcina-mai  : “ that  our  eatua 
(deity)  in  England  might  perhaps  be  offended  by  the  prac- 
tice of  the  arrcoys  * but  that  her’s  was  not  difpleafed  with 
it.  She  promifed,  however,  if  we  would  come  from  Eng- 
land to  fetch  her  child,  flic  might  perhaps  keep  it  alive, 
provided  we  gave  her  a hatchet,  a fhirt,  and  fomc  red  fea- 
thers.” This  was  faid  in  fuch  a laughing  tone,  that  wc 

* See  vol.  I.  p.  402.  and  the  plate  in  captain  Cook's  account  of  this  voy* 
age,  which  is  engraved  from  Mr.  Hodges’s  drawing. 
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bad  not  the  lead  room  to  believe  her  in  earned.  It  was  in 
vain  to  attempt  to  continue  the  convcrfation,  fince  a variety 
of  objedts  diverted  her  attention:  it  was  a wonder  indeed 
that  flie  had  lent  an  car  to  our  queftions  fo  long. 

In  the  afternoon  we  went  afhore,  to  fee  a dramatic  dance 
performed  by  Orea’s  daughter  Poyadua,  and  found  a great 
number  of  inhabitants  affembled  at  the  play-houfe  j this 
diverfion  being  admired  by  all  ranks  of  the  people.  Poya- 
dua difplayed  her  agility  as  ufual,  and  received  great  ap- 
plaufe  from  the  European  fpedtators.  The  interludes  per- 
formed by  the  men  were  fomething  different  from  thofe 
we  had  fecn  before.  We  could  plainly  underfland  the  name 
of  captain  Cook,  and  of  feveral  of  our  fhipmates,  men- 
tioned in  their  fongs,  and  they  feemed  to  reprefent  a theft 
committed  by  their  people.  Another  of  the  interludes  was 
the  invafion  of  the  Borabora  men,  which  they  exprelfed  by 
beating  one  another  with  a thong  or  whip,  which  made  a 
very  loud  fmack.  But  Rill  another  was  more  curious  than 
all  the  reft : it  represented  a woman  in  labour,  and  pro- 
voked immoderate  peals  of  laughter  from  the  multitude. 
The  man  who  adted  this  part  went  through  the  geflures, 
which  the  Greeks  were  wont  to  admire  in  the  groves  of 
Venus-Ariadne,  near  Amathus,  where  the  fame  ceremony 
was  adted  on  the  fecond  day  of  the  month  Gorpioeus,  in 
memory  of  Ariadne,  who  died  in  jChild-bed  *.  Thus  it  ap- 

* Vide  Plutarch,  in  ThefeO. 
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auv.  pears,  that  there  is  {carcel y a practice,  though  ever  fo  ridi- 
culous, cxiftingin  any  corner  of  the  world,  that  has  not  been 
hit  upon  by  the  extravagant  fancy  of  men  in  fome  other  re- 
gion. A tall  flout  fellow,  drefled  in  cloth,  perfonated  the 
new  born  infant  in  fuch  a ludicrous  ftyle,  that  we  could  not 
refufe  joining  in  the  plaudits  which  his  countrymen  be- 
llowed upon  him.  Anatomifts  and  midwives  would  have 
been  furprifed  to  obferve,  that  this  overgrown  babe  had 
every  neccflary  charadrcr  of  a child  newly  born  ; but  the 
natives  were  particularly  delighted  with  his  running  about 
the  Rage,  whilft  the  reft  of  the  dancers  endeavoured  to 
catch  him.  The  ladies  were  much  pleafed  with  this  feene, 
which*  according  to  the  fimplicity  of  their  ideas,  had  not 
the  leaf!  indecency  ; they  looked  on,  therefore,  unconcern- 
edly, and  were  not  obliged,  like  fome  European  dames,  to 
peep  through  their  fans.. 

Saturday  as.  The  next  morning  we  travelled  along  the  fliore  to  the 
fouthward,  and  met  with  a very  fertile  country,  and  hofpit- 
ablc  people.  We  came  early  to  a large  building  of  ftone, 
which  was  called  Marat  no  Parua,  Parua’s  burying-place. 

I have  already  mentioned  that  this  name  was  likewife 
given  to  Tupaya,  who  went  in  the  Endeavour;  but  l am 
doubtful  whether  the  burying-place  relates  to  Tupaya,  fince 
it  generally  bears  the  appellation  of  fome  living  chief. 
Indeed  it  is  not  improbable  that  another  Parua  might  be 
alive  on  the  ifland,.  after  whom  the  marat  was  named,  ef- 
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pecially  as  all  the  natives  in  the  neighbourhood  flrenuoufly  jtlv. 
aflerted,  that  this  Parua  was  an  aree,  which  was  not  always 
allowed  of  Tupaya.  This  monument  was  fixty  yards  long, 
and  five  wide;  the  walls  were  made  of  large  Hones,  and 
about  fix  or  eight  feet  high.  We  climbed  over,  and  found 
the  fpacc  within  covered  with  a heap  of  fmall  coral  Hones. 

From  thence  we  walked  on  fevcral  miles,  till  we  arrived 
at  a fpacious  bay,  where  three  little  ifiands  lie  within  the 
reef.  The  country  round  this  bay  was  fwampy,  and  well 
flocked  with  ducks.  Here  we  palled  fome  time  in  fhoot- 
ing,  and  then  embarked  in  two  fmall  canoes,  and  were 
fafely  landed  at  one  of  the  little  iflands.  We  found  a few 
coco  palms  and  lhrubs,  but  no  fruit-trees  upon  it ; and  there 
was  only  a Angle  filherman’s  hut,  containing  fome  nets, 
and  other  filhing  tackle.  We  returned  very  foon  to  the 
main  fliore,  having  found  no  lhells,  though  the  hope  of 
meeting  with  fome  had  principally  induced  us  to  crofs  the 
water.  We  dined  with  a native  who  had  invited  us,  at^d 
returned  to  the  flxip  in  a canoe  about  fun-fet.  The  chief 
Orea  had  dined  on  board  with  captain  Cook  during  our  ab- 
fcnce,  and  had  drank  about  a bottle  of  wine,  without  ap- 
pearing in  the  leafl  intoxicated.  He  had  however,  as  ufual, 
been  extremely  facetious,  and  had  converfcd  chiefly  of  the 
countries  which  we  had  lately  vifited,  and  of  which  he  had 
received  an  account  from  his  countryman  Mahine.  After 
being  fatisfied  in  regard  to  many  particulars,  lie  faid,  that 
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though  we  had  feen  a great  deal,  he  would  tell  us  of  an 
ifland  which  we  had  not  met  with  in  our  voyages.  “ It 
lies,’’  faid  he,  “ but  a few  days  fail  from  hence,  but  it  is  in- 
habited by  a monftrous  race  of  giants,  as  tall  as  the  main* 
mail,  and  as  thick  about  the  middle  as  the  drum-head  of 
the  capilan.  They  are  very  good-natured  people,  but  if 
they  are  ever  incenfed  againft  any  body,  they  take  him  up, 
and  throw  him  as  far  into  the  fea  as  I would  throw  a (lone. 
If  you  fliould  happen  to  come  there  with  your  fliip,  they 
would  perhaps  wade  up  to  it,  and  carry  it  a(horc  on  their 
backs.”  He  added  fcveral  other  ludicrous  circumflanccs,  and 
concluded  with  telling  U3  the  name  of  the  ifland,  Mirro-mirro, 
in  order  to  give  greater  weight  to  his  aflertion.  It  appeared 
evidently  to  us,  that  his  whole  (lory  was  a fine  piece  of 
irony,  direfbed  againft  thofe  parts  of  our  narrative  which  he 
did  not  believe,  and  of  which  he  could  have  no  conception. 
We  admired  the  witty  humour  which  was  fo  confpicuous 
in  this  little  flight  of  fancy,  and  with  M.  dc  Bougainville 
looked  up  to  its  great  fource,  the  affluence  of  the  country,, 
which  produces  contentment  and  pleafurc  *. 

Sunday  *$.  During  the  next  night  fome  of  the  natives  dole  the 
rudders,  grapnels,  and  boat-hooks  belonging  to  our  boats, 
which  were  fattened  to  the  buoy.  As  foon  as  this  thefts 
was  difeovered  in  the  morning,  the  captain  acquainted  Orca. 

* S«  his  Voyage  round  the  World,  Englilh  ed,  p.  jyy, 
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with  it,  who  immediately  embarked  with  him  in  a boar,  Vn»- 
and  rowed  feveral  miles  to  the  fouthward.  In  about  an 
hour’s  time  they  landed,  and  almoft  all  the  ftolen  articles 
being  returned  to  our  people,  they  came  back  to  the  fhip- 
entirely  fatisfied.  I had  been  on  fhore  in  the  creek  during 
this  time,  and  faw  a heeva,  or  dance,  performed  by  two 
little  girls ; but  their  drefs  was  not  fo  grand,  and  their 
aftion  much  inferior  to  that  of  Poyadua.  The  tatnow,  or 
head-drefs  of  plaited  hair,  was  not  laid  like  a turban,  but 
formed  fevcral  large  locks,  which  had  a pretty  eiTecf,  and: 
rcfemblcd  in  fome  meafure  the  high  heads  of  our  modern 
ladies. 

In  the  afternoon  Poyadua  performed  a dance  ; and  as  if 
fhe  meant  to  outfhine  the  other  a&reflcs.  Hie  had  orna- 
mented her  drefs  more  than  ufual,  and  wore  a great  quan- 
tity  of  various  forts  of  European  beads.  Her  wonderful 
agility,  the  graceful  motion  of  her  arms,  and  the  quick, 
vibration  of  her  fingers,  were  as  mucli  admired  there  by 
the  natives,  as  we  applaud  them  in  our  dancers ; and  Gncc 
all  thefe  accomplifhmcnts  are  taught  in  the  South  Sea 
iflands  by  nature  only,  it  mud  be  confefled  that  Poyadua 
deferved  the  encomiums  which  all  the  fpc&ators  be- 
llowed upon  her.  The  inhabitants  were  particularly 
delighted  with  the  extraordinary  contortions  into  which  fhe 
ferewedher  mouth;  though  we  were  fo  little  of  their  mind,, 
that  we  could  not  help  thinking  them  horridly  frightfulj 
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*Thc  meeting  of  the  arreoys  gave  rife  to  thefe  frequent  dra- 
matic entertainments ; their  prefence  feemed  to  enliven  the 
whole  country,  and  to  infpire  all  the  people  with  extraor- 
dinary chccrfulnefs.  They  frequently  fhifted  their  gar- 
ments, made  of  their  bell  kinds  of  cloth;  they  pafled  their 
time  in  luxurious  idlenefs,  perfuming  their  hair  with  fra- 
. grant  oils,  finging  and  playing  on  the  flute,  and  pafling 

from  one  entertainment  to  another ; in  fliort,  they  enjoyed 
the  bleflings  of  their  iflands  in  the  utmoft  extent ; and  fo 
much  refcmbled  the  happy  indolent  people  whom  Ulyflcs 
found  in  Phatacia,  that  they  could  apply  the  poet’s  lines  to 
rhemfelves  with  peculiar  propriety  : 

To  drefs,  to  dance,  to  fin g,  our  foie  delight, 

The  fcaft  or  bath  by  day,  and  Joirc  by  night.  Pope’s  Homer, 

Our  friend  Mahinc  was  perhaps  the  only  perfon  among 
the  nobility  who  did  not  enjoy  that  great  degree  of  happi- 
nefs  which  fo  vifibly  reigned  among  the  refl.  He  was  not 
received  with  thofe  diftingu idling  marks  of  favour  which 
had  been  lavifhed  upon  him  atTaheitec;  for  it  feems,  even 
in  the  South  Seas,  a man  is  no  where  lefs  efleemed  than  in 
his  own  country.  All  his  relations,  who  were  extremely 
numerous,  expected  prefents  as  their  due ; vvhilfl  at  Tahei- 
tee  his  liberality  made  him  friends,  and  procured  him 
great  advantages.  As  long  as  the  generous  youth  had 
fomc  of  thofe  riches  lefr,  which  he  had  collected  at  the 
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peril  of  his  life,  on  our  dangerous  and  difmal  cruize,  he  was 
perpetually  importuned  to  fliare  them  out;  and  though 
he  freely  diftributed  all  he  had,  fome  of  his  acquaintances 
complained  that  he  was  niggardly.  He  was  foon  reduced 
to  beg  a fupply  of  European  wares  from  his  friends  on 
board,  having  only  faved  a few  red  feathers,  and  fome 
other  curiofities,  as  a prefent  for  O-Poonee,  the  king  of  Bo* 
rabora,  to  whom  he  was  related.  Under  thefe  difagreeablc 
circumftances,  he  longed  to  return  to  Taheitce,  and  told  us 
he  was  refolved  to  fettle  there,  as  foon  as  he  (hould  have 
viCted  Pooncc,  and  his  other  relations  at  Borabora.  He 
would  willingly  have  embarked  with  us  again  for  England, 
if  we  had  given  him  the  leall  hope  of  returning  to  the 
South  Sea ; but  captain  Cook  having  told  him,  that  no  fliip 
would  ever  be  fent  to  his  iflands  again,  he  deprived  himfelf 
of  the  pleafure  of  feeing  our  country,  rather  than  part  for 
ever  from  his  native  groves.  When  we  rcflecft  on  the  fate 
of  his  countryman,  O-Ma'i,  we  have  fome  reafon  to  think 
this  determination  fortunate  for  his  heart  and  morals. 
The  fplendour  of  England  remains  unknown  to  him;  but 
at  the  fame  time  he  has  no  idea  of  thofe  enormities  which 
difgrace  the  opulent  capitals  of  the  world. 

After  the  dance  was  over,  Mahine  invited  us  to  the 
diftrift  in  which  his  lands  were  fituated.  He  had  frequently 
told  us,  that  he  had  pofleffions  in  this  ifland ; but  as  fome 
of  our  people  had  doubted  of  his  veracity,  he  was  glad  to- 
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jJ,”*  talce  an  opportunity  of  juftifying  lnmfelf.  The  next  morn- 

Mood>r  ing  therefore,  at  day  break,  we  fet  off  in  two  boats,  and 

taking  on  board  Orea  and  all  his  family,  we  arrived,  after 
two  hours  fail,  at  Wharai-te-Vah,  a diftrift  at  the  north- 
eaft  end  of  the  ifland.  We  were  welcomed  by  Mahine 
and  two  of  his  elder  brothers,  and  conduced  to  a fpacious 
houfe.  A fire  was  immediately  made  in  a hole  in  the 
ground,  and  fome  large  ftones  heated.  With  the  fame  pre- 
parations, which  are  already  deferibed  by  captain  Cook 
. in  his  former  voyage  *,  a large  hog  was  killed,  cleaned, 
wrapped  in  frefh  leaves,  and  put  into  the  hole  or  oven,  and 
covered  with  hot  ftones  and  a heap  of  earth.  Whilft  it 
continued  to  be  flewed  there,  with  a quantity  of  fruit,  my 
father,  with  Dr.  Sparrman  and  myfelf,  went  up  the  neigh- 
bouring hills,  where  we  found  nothing  new,  though  we 
were  at  leaft  feven  or  eight  miles  from  our  fliip.  After  a 
walk  of  two  hours  we  returned,  and  in  a fhort  time  our 
dinner  was  ferved  up  on  green  leaves.  The  fat  of  the  en- 
trails, together  with  the  blood,  had  been  wrapped  up  fe- 
parately  in  a few  leaves,  and  the  faticft  chiefs  and  arreoys 
in  company  immediately  fcized  upon,  and  fwallowed 
them  by  handfuls.  The  reft  dined  with  an  uncommon  de- 
gree of  voracity  ; whilft  a great  croud  of  towtows,  with  their 
greedy  looks,  devoured  the  feaft,  of  which  they  did  not  tafte 

• £ec  Hawkcfwonh,  vol.  II,  p.  IJ2, 
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a finglc  morfel.  Some  fhare  of  the  pork  was  given  to 
Orea’s  wife  and  daughter,  who  carefully  wrapped  it  up,  in 
order  to  eat  it  apart.  Thus  it  feems,  that  though  the  hog 
was  wholly  dreffed,  prepared,  and  diftributed  by  men,  yet 
this  did  not  make  it  improper  for  the  women  to  partake 
of  it.  At  other  times,  it  appears,  that  different  perfons 
cannot  eat  what  has  been  touched  by  one  or  other  of  the 
fame  family  * ; we  are  therefore  unable  to  conceive  by 
what  rule  their  cuftom  of  eating  feparately  is  conduced. 
The  Tahcitians  are  not  the  only  people  who  do  not  eat 
with  their  women;  fcvcral  nations  of  negroes,  and  even 
the  natives  of  Labrador,  have  adopted  the  fame  idea.  From 
the  general  conduct  of  thefe  African  and  Efkimaux  tribes,  an 
unnatural  contempt  for  the  fex  appears  to  be  their  motive 
for  this  unfociable  cuftom.  But  as  the  Taheitian  women 
are  very  kindly  treated,  and  highly  elleemed  by  the  men, 
the  cuftom  muft  have  fome  other  origin  among  them, 
which  a connected  feries  of  accurate  obfervations  may  per- 
haps in  time  lead  us  to  difeover. 

The  captain  had  taken  with  him  a few  bottles  of  brandy, 
which,  mixed  with  water,  makes  the  favourite  liquor  of 
failors,  called  grog.  The  arreoys  and  fome  other  chiefs, 
finding  it  ftrong,  and  almoft  as  naufeous  as  their  pepper- 
root  drink,  drank  very  freely  of  it,  and  afterwards  took 
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fome  fmall  cups  of  pure  brandy,  which  they  rclilhed  fo 
well,  and  repeated  fo  often,  that  they  were  foon  obliged  to 
lie  down  to  fleep.  We  returned  to  the  Ihip  about  five 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon ; and  the  day  being  remarkably 
warm,  we  went  alhore  to  bathe  in  a beautiful  fountain, 
which  we  had  conftantly  made  ufc  of  for  that  purpofe 
during  our  flay.  A fragrant  flirubbery  hung  round  it, 
fcrcening  from  the  fun  the  water,  which  was  temperately 
cool,  and  pcrfetftly  limpid.  We  found  the  ufe  of  this  bath 
extremely  refrelhing ; and  the  natives  had  probably  expe- 
rienced the  fame  effcdl,  as  they  conftantly  reforted  to  it 
every  morning  and  evening.  Such  pleafing  fpots  arc  fre- 
quent in  thefe  iflands  ; they  contribute  greatly  to  their  em- 
belliflimcnt,  and  without  doubt,  are  inftrumental  in  pre- 
facing the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

We  pafted  the  next  days  in  various  excurfions  towards 
the  hills,  where  we  colletfted  a few  plants,  which  we  had 
not  met  with  before.  Thefe  hills  exactly  refembled  thofe 
of  Taheitee,  but  were  fomewhat  lower.  We  found  a ro- 
mantic valley  between  them,  furrounded  by  a foreft  of  va- 
rious trees  and  Ihrubs,  and  furnilhed  with  a beautiful  ri- 
vulet, which  fell  in  many  cafcades  over  broken  rocks  and 
precipices. 

June.  On  our  returning  from  our  laft  walk,  we  received  a very 
interefting  piece  of  intelligence  from  the  natives.  One  of 
them,  juft  arrived  from  the  ifland  Huahine,  told  us  that 
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■two  fliips  lay  at  anchor  there,  one  of  them  confiderably 
larger  than  ours,  but  the  other  about  the  fame  fize.  Cap- 
tain Cook  called  the  man  into  his  cabin,  where  he  repeated 
the  fame  ftory  to  us,  and  confirmed  it,  by  aliening  that  he 
had  been  on  board  the  lefler  fliip,  and  had  been  made 
drunk  there.  We  enquired  for  the  names  of  the  captains, 
and  he  tolds  that  of  the  greater  fhip  was  Tabane,  and  the 
other  Tonno.  Thefe  were  the  names  by  which  the  natives 
defigned  Mr.  Banks  and  captain  Furneaux.  Captain  Cook 
was  therefore  furprifed  to  hear  them  named,  and  enquired 
of  what  ftature  thefe  perfons  were.  The  native  very 
readily  told  us,  that  the  one  whom  he  called  Tabane  was  a 
tall  man,  but  the  other  confiderably  Icfs.  This  anfwer  cor- 
refponded  extremely  well  with  truth ; but  as  it  was  very 
improbable  that  captain  Furneaux  would  remain  at  Huahinc, 
after  hearing  that  his  fenior  officer  lay  fo  near  him,  we 
concluded  that  the  (hips  mud  belong  to  fome  other  nation. 
At  our  return  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  we  heard  that 
captain  Furneaux  had  failed  from  that  fettlemcnt  long  be- 
fore the  time  when  he  was  fuppofed  to  be  at  Huahinc,  and 
that  Mr.  Banks  had  not  left  Europe.  We  hare  fince  learnt 
that  M.  St.  Denis,  a French  navigator,  has  been  in  the  South 
Seas  at  the  time  in  queftion  with  two  Ihips. 

The  chief,  O-Rea,  at  firft  confirmed  this  news,  but  after- 
wards fufpetfling  that  it  might  haflen  our  departure,  he 
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JuIe.  was  unwilling  to  give  his  opinion,  and  feeming  to  doubt  of 
the  truth  of  the  report,  always  abruptly  changed  the  fub- 
jeft  of  converfation,  with  all  the  art  of  an  European, 
politician. 

The  next  day  the  natives  came  in  great  numbers  to  the 
fliip  with  abundance  of  provifions,  which  they  fold  very 
Friday  j.  cheap,  as  captain  Cook  propofed  to  fail  the  next  day.  His 
ftore  of  hatchets  and  knives  had  been  expended  long  3go  -r 
our  armourer  was  therefore  fet  to  work  to  make  new  ones, 
which  were  ill-lhapen,  and  of  very  little  worth,  particularly 
the  knives,  [which  were  made  of  pieces  of  iron  hoops. 
The  natives  were  contented  with  them,  not  knowing  how 
to  diftinguilh  the  good  from  the  bad  by  the  eye.  They 
fometimes  picked  our  pockets,  or  Hole  what  we  did  not 
fufficiently  look  after  ; but  their  fimplicity  now  gave  room, 
for  a fevere  retaliation.* 

Among  the  natives  of  the  Society  Iflands  there  are  a few 
men  who  preferve  the  national  traditions,  together  with  all 
their  ideas  of  mythology  and  aftronomy.  Mahine,  whilft 
we  were  at  fca,  had  frequently  fpoken  of  them  as  the  mod 
learned  of  his  countrymen,  and  named  them  Tata-o-Rerro, 
which  we  would  exprefs  by  teachers.  After  much  enquiry* 
we  found  a chief,  named  Tootavai,  in  the  diftrift  of  Ha- 
maneno,  who  was  diftinguiflied  by  this  epithet.  As  our 
departure  was  fo  near  at  hand,  we  regretted  that  we  had  not 
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known  him  fooncr ; but  my  father  determined  to  employ 
his  remaining  time  in  making  enquiries  on  a fubjeft  fo 
interefting  as  the  hiflory  of  religious  opinions. 

Tootavat  was  plcafed  with  an  opportunity  of  difplaying 
his  knowledge  j he  was  flattered  with  the  attention  which 
we  paid  to  his  words,  and  therefore  continued  to  converfc 
on  the  fame  fubjeft  with  much  greater  patience  and  pcrfe- 
verance,  than  we  could  have  expcfted  from  a lively  inha- 
bitant of  thefe  iflands.  The  religion  of  the  iflanders  ap- 
pears to  be  as  Angular  a fyftcm  of  polytheifm  as  ever  was 
invented.  Few  nations  are  fo  wretched,  and  fo  wholly  oc- 
cupied with  the  means  of  preferving  their  exiftence,  as  to 
lay  afide  all  ideas  of  a creator.  Thefe  ideas  rather  feem  to- 
have  remained  traditionally  among  mankind,  ever  Gnce 
the  firft  ages,  when  the  Deity  revealed  himfelf.  Agreeably 
to  this  opinion,  the  people  of  Taheitee  and  the  Society 
Iflands  have  preferved  this  fpark  of  divine  inftrudtion,  and 
believe  the  exiftence  of  a Supreme  Being,  the  maker  and 
progenitor  of  all  things,  viflble  and  inviflble.  It  has  been, 
the  fate  of  mod  nations  to  inveftigate  more  or  lefs  the  qua- 
lities of  this  univerfal  and  incomprehenflble  fpirit,  and  to 
adopt  abfurdities,  by  overftepping  the  bounds  preferibed  by 
the  Creator  himfelf  to  our  fenfes  and  mental  faculties.  The 
different  attributes  of  the  Deity  were  foon  perfonifled  by 
narrow  minds,  which  could  not  contain  the  vaft  idea  of 
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"£  fuprcmc  perfcdlion.  Gods  and  goddeffcs  then  became  in- 
numerable, and  one  error  flill  gave  birth  to  many  more. 
Man,  in  the  courfe  of  education,  received  from  his  father 
the  knowledge  of  a God  ; and  a fpontancous  principle 
within  him  cheriflicd  this  idea.  Population  encreafed,  the 
diftindtions  of  ranks  took  place,  and  proportionately  in- 
fluenced the  gratification  of  the  fenfes.  In  every  fociety, 
fome  individual  or  other  took  advantage  of  the  general  pro- 
penfity  to  adore,  endeavoured  to  captivate  the  judgment 
of  the  multitude,  and  by  mifreprefenting  and  feparating  the 
qualities  of  the  Almighty,  converted  the  filial  affedtion  of 
mankind  towards  their  benefadtor  into  a jealous  dread  of 
bis  anger.  At  the  Society  Iflands  I apprehend  this  to  be 
the  cafe  : they  adore  divinities  of  all  forts  and  qualities  ; 
but  what  is  mod  lingular,  every  ifland  has  a feparatc  theo- 
gony.  This  will  appear  more  clearly  by  comparing  the 
following  account  with  the  obfervations  on  their  religion 
in  captain  Cook’s  firfl  voyage  *.  Tootavai  began  with 
telling  us,  that  in  every  ifland  of  this  group,  they  gave  the 
fupreme  God,  creator  of  earth  and  Ikies,  a different  name  ; 
' or,  to  exprefs  it  more  clearly,  that  in  every  ifland  they  be- 
lieve a different  deity,  though  always  one  of  thofe  which 
are  known  to  them  all,  to  hold  the  firfl  rank.  Thus  at 
Taheitccand  Eimeo,  they  fay  the  Supreme  Being  is  O-Rooa- 

* Sec  Hawkcfworth,  vol.  II.  p.  237,  &c. 
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hattoo  ; at  Huahine  they  maintain  that  it  is  Tanc  ; at 
Raietea,  O Roo  ; at  O-Taha,  Orra  ; at  Bolabola,  Taootoo;  at 
Mowrua,  O Too ; and  at  Tabbooa-mannoo  (Sir  Charles  Saun- 
ders’s Ifland)  Taroa.  Thirteen  divinities  prelide  over  the 
fca,  and  govern  it  a viz.  i.  Ooroohaddoo.  a.  Tama-ooee- 
3.  Ta-apce.  4.  O Tooareeonoo.  5.  Taneca.  6.  Tahou- 
mconna.  7.  Ota-mauwe.  8.  O Whai.  9.  O-Whatia. 
10.  Tahooa.  11.  Te  ootya.  12.  O-Mahooroo.  13.  O- 
Whaddoo.  But  notwithftanding  all  thefe  governors,  a dif- 
ferent divinity,  Oo-marreo,  is  faid  to  have  created  the  fea. 
The  fame  cafe  exills  with  regard  to  the  fun,  which  was 
created  by  O-Mauwee,  a powerful  god,  who  caufes  earth- 
quakes. The  divinity  which  refides  in,  and  governs  the 
fun,  is  called  Tootoomo-hororirree.  They  have  ventured 
to  attribute  to  this  deity  a beautiful  human  form,  whofc 
hair  defeends  down  to  his  feet.  They  aflert,  that  the  de- 
ceafcd  go  thither  to  dwell  with  him,  and  are  continually 
feafted  there  with  bread-fruit  and  pork,  which  need  no- 
preparation  from  the  fire.  They  believe  every  man  ta 
have  a feparate  being  within  him,  named  Tec,  which  a<5ls 
in  confequence  of  the  impreffion  of  the  fenfes,  and  com- 
bines ideas  into  thoughts  *.  This  being,  which  we  would 
call  the  foul,  exifts  after  death,  and  lodges  in  the  wooden 
images,  which  are  placed  round  the  burying-places,  and 

• The  natives  call  thoughts  parcu  nc  te  cbcot  which  literally  fignify  uerds  in 
the  belly , 
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which  are  called  by  the  fame  name,  tee.  Thus  the  belief 
of  a future  exigence,  and  that  of  the  combination  of  matter 
and  fpirit,  have  reached  the  remoteft  iflands  of  the  earth. 
Whether  they  have  any  idea  of  rewards  and  punifhmcnts  in  a 
future  Rate,  we  could  not  learn ; but  it  is  moft  reafonable 
to  fuppofe  that  fuch  ideas  have  occurred  to  a nation  fo  far 
advanced  as  the  Tahcitians.  The  moon  was  created  by  a 
female  divinity,  nanted  O-Heenna,  who  likewife  governs 
that  planet,  and  refides  in  its  black  fpot  or  cloud.  The 
women  fing  a Ihort  couplet,  which  feems  to  be  an  atfl  of 
adoration  paid  to  that  divinity,  perhaps  becaufe  they  fup- 
pofe her  to  have  fome  influence  upon  their  phyfical  ceco- 
nomy. 

Tc-Oowa  no  te  Malama, 

Te-oowa  tc  hccrarro. 

The  cloud  within  the  moon, 

That  cloud  I love  ! — ■ ■■  ■ 

We  may  venture  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Taheitian  goddefs  of 
the  moon  is  not  the  chafte  Diana  of  the  ancients,  but  ra- 
ther the  Phoenician  Aflarte.  The  flars  were  created  by  a 
goddefs  called  Tettoo-matarou,  and  the  winds  arc  governed 
by  the  god  Orree  ocree. 

Befides  thefe  greater  divinities,  they  have  a confiderable 
number  of  inferior  orders,  fome  of  whom  are  faid  to  be 
mifehievous,  and  to  kill  men  in  their  fleep.  They  are 
worfliipped  publicly  at  the  principal  marais,  or  monuments 
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of  Hone,  by  the  Tahowa-rahai,  or  high-pricft  of  the  ifland. 
The  beneficent  gods  arc  addreflcd  in  prayers,  which  are  not 
pronounced  aloud,  but  are  diftinguiflied  and  made  known 
only  by  the  motion  of  the  lips.  The  prieft  looks  up  to  the 
ikies,  and  the  eatua,  or  god,  is  fuppofed  to  come  down  and 
hold  converfe  with  him,  unfeen  by  all  the  people,  and  heard 
by  none  but  the  prieft  himfelf.  Surely  this  is  an  evident 
mark  of  the  influence  of  prieftcraft,  whofe  great  aim  is  ever 
to  veil  religion  in  myftery.  From  a principle  diredtly  op- 
pofite  to  this,  the  Chriftian  dotftrine  derives  one  of  thofe  in- 
conteftible  characters  of  a divine  origin,  which  diftinguilh 
it  from  all  the  deceitful  inventions  of  human  underftand- 
ing,  and  carry  perfuafion  to  the  mind.  This  religion  does 
not  wear  the  myfterious  cloak,  which  can  only  ferve  to  co- 
ver darknefs,  but  appears  to  us  divefted  of  all  kinds  of  trap- 
pings, and  throws  a pure  and  fteady  light  around.  It  ad- 
mits of  no  myftery,  and  its  true  and  venerable  minifters 
have  at  all  times  allured  and  convinced  us,  that  they  refetved 
no  private  knowledge  for  themfclves,  which  was  not  com- 
municated to  the  meaneft  of  thofe  who  bow  the  knee  to 
their  pure  and  divine  Creator  •,  “ for  all  lhall  know  him,  from 
the  leaft  to  the  greateft.”  Hcbr.  viii.  11, 

Offerings  are  made  to  the  gods, of  hogs  and  poultry  roafted, 
and  of  all  kinds  of  eatables ; but  the  inferior,  and  particularly 
the  malevolent  fpirits,  are  only  revered  by  a kind  of  hilling. 
Some  of  thefe  fpirits  arc  faid  to  come  into  the  houfes  of  the 
Vol.  II.  X natives 
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natives  at  night,  and  to  kill  them ; others  are  faid  to  in- 
habit a certain  deferred  ifland  named  Mannua,  where  they 
arc  vifible  in  the  ffiape  of  flrong,  tall  men,  with  fiery  eyes, 
and  devour  thofe  who  happen  to  approach  their  coaft : but 
this  rather  alludes  to  the  anthropophagy,  which,  as  I have 
before  obferved,  feems  to  have  exifted  at  thefe  iflands,  pre- 
vious to  their  prefent  (late  of  civilization.  A number  of 
plants  are  particularly  facred  to  the  deities.  The  cafuarina, 
the  coco-palm,  and  the  banana,  are  frequently  planted  near 
marais,  or  public  places  of  worfliip.  A fpccies  of  cratava, 
a fort  of  pepper,  the  biblfais  populneus,  the  dracana  terminalist 
and  the  cahpbyHum,  are  all  found  in  the  fame  places,  and  arc 
alike  confidcrcd  as  figns  of  peace  and  friendlhip.  Some 
birds,  fuch  as  a fpecies  of  heron,  king’s-filher,  and  cuckooj 
arc  alfo  confccratcd  to  the  deity ; but  I have  already  men- 
tioned, that  they  are  not  held  in  equal  veneration  by  all  the 
people  } and  it  is  alfo  to  be  obferved,  that  different  iflands 
protedl  different  birds. 

The  priefls  of  thefe  iflands  continue  in  office  during  their 
life,  and  their  dignity  is  hereditary.  The  high-prieft  of  every 
ifland  is  always  an  aree,  who  has  the  higheft  rank  after  the 
king.  They  are  confultcd  upon  many  important  occafions, 
partake  largely  of  the  good  things  of  the  country,  and  in 
fliort  have  found  means  to  make  thcmfelves  neceffary.  Be- 
fides  the  priefls,  there  is  alfo  in  every  diftridt  one  or  two 
teachers,  or  tata-o-rerro,  like  Tootavat,  who  are  /killed  in 
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theogony  and  cofmogony,  and  at  certain  times  inftrudt  the 
people  in  thefe  things.  The  fame  perfons  likewife  pre- 
fcrve  the  knowledge  of  geography,  together  with  their  ideas 
of  aftronomy  and  the  divifion  of  time.  They  have  the 
names  of  fourteen  lunar  months,  in  the  following  order  : 

i.  O-Pororo-mooa.  2.  O-Pororo-moorce.  3.  Moorehah. 
4.  Oohec-eiya.  5.  O-Whirre-amma.  6.  Taowa.  7.  O- 
Whirrc-erre-crre.  8.  O Tearree.  9.  Ote-tai.  10.  Warehoo. 

ii. Wahou.  12.  Pippirrec.  1 3.  E-Oonoonoo.  14.  Oo- 
mannoo.  The  firft  fcvcn  months  collectively  are  called 
Ooroo,  or  a bread-fruit  feafon  ; but  in  what  manner  they 
arrange  thefe  months,  in  order  to  effeCt  a complete  cycle  or 
a year,  is  a mytlery  to  us  at  prcfcnt.  It  fftould  fcem  that 
fome  of  the  months,  cfpccially  the  fecond  and  feventh,  are 
intercalary,  from  the  refemblancc  of  their  names  to  thofe 
of  the  firfl  and  fifth,  and  that  they  arc  infcrtcd  in  different 
years.  Each  of  the  lunations  confifts  of  twenty-nine  days. 
During  the  two  lafl  days  of  the  lunation,  they  fay  the  moon 
is  dead,  becaufc  it  docs  not  appear  ; it  is  therefore  plain 
that  they  begin  to  count  from  the  moon’s  firft  appearance, 
and  not  from  the  real  time  of  the  conjunction.  The 
twenty-fifth  day  of  the  thirteenth  moon,  E-Oonoonoo,  was 
our  third  of  June,  when  we  obtained  this  information. 

Tiie  name  of  tahowa,  which  the  Taheitians  apply  to 
ptiefls,  is  not  entirely  confined  to  them,  but  is  alfo  given 
to  thofe  perfons  who  know  the  virtues  of  a few  plants, 
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> 17 which  arc  ufcd  as  remedies  againft  different  diforders. 
Their  medicines  are  few,  and  very  fimple,  but  their  difeafes 
are  not  manifold  and  complicated. 

As  foon  as  we  had  obtained  thefe  accounts  from  Tootavai, 
the  (hip  unmoored,  on  the  fourth  of  June,  about  ten  in  the 
morning.  The  king  of  Raietea,  Ooooroo,  to  whom  the 
conqueror  O-roonee  had  left  the  title  and  honour  of  roy- 
alty, vilited  us  with  fome  of  his  relations,  juft  before  our 
departure.  O-Rea  with  his  family  was  likewife  on  board, 
and  Mahine  with  his  relations  came  to  take  their  leave.  The 
parting  feene  was  extremely  affecting  ; all  our  friends  (hed 
tears  plentifully,  but  poor  Mahine’ s heart  feemed  torn  to 
pieces  by  the  violence  of  his  grief.  He  ran  from  cabin  to 
cabin,  and  embraced  every  one  of  us,  without  being  able  to 
fpeak  a Angle  word.  His  tears,  his  fighs  and  looks  were 
eloquent  beyond  defeription.  At  laft  the  (hip  fet  fail  -,  he 
got  into  his  canoe,  and  continued  (landing  upright,  whilft 
all  his  countrymen  were  feated.  He  looked  at  us,  then 
hung  down  his  head,  and  hid  it  in  his  garments.  When 
we  had  cleared  the  reefs,  wc  dill  perceived  him  to  wave  his 
extended  arms  ; and  he  continued  his  addrefles  till  we  could 
no  longer  difeern  him. 

Thus  we  left  an  amiable  nation,  who,  with  all  their  im- 
perfedlions,  are  perhaps  more  innocent  and  pure  of  heart, 
than  thofc  who  arc  more  refined  and  better  inflrudled. 
Without  quoting  the  example  of  Mahine,  we  have  often 
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been  wimefies  to  reciprocal  a61fi  of  kindnefs,  which  con- 
vinced us,  that  the  focial  virtues  are  frequently  exercifcd 
amongfl  themfelves.  I have  feen  a fingle  bread-fruit,  ora 
few  coco-nuts  lhared  between  a number  of  people,  fo  that 
every  one  partook  of  them.  I have  obferved  them  parting 
with  their  cloaths,  and  doing  fcveral  charitable  actions  to 
each  other,  with  the  fame  good-will  which  they  exprefled 
towards  us.  We  fhould  indeed  be  ungrateful,  if  wc  did 
not  acknowledge  the  kindnefs  with  which  they  always 
treated  us ; they  were  ready  to  carry  us  on  their  backs  in 
and  out  of  our  boats,  to  prevent  the  furf  from  wetting  our 
feet ; they  often  loaded  themfelves  with  the  curiofities  which 
we  had  purchafed ; and  rarely  refufed  to  go  into  the  water 
in  queft  of  any  bird  which  we  had  fhot.  If  the  rain 
caught  us  on  our  excurfions,  or  the  heat  of  the  fun  and  the. 
fatigue  of  the  journey  opprefled  us,  we  were  invited  to  rc- 
pofe  in  their  dwellings,  and  feafted  on  their  beft  provifions ; 
our  friendly  hoft  flood  at  a diflance,  and  never  tailed  any 
thing  till  we  entreated  him ; whilft  fome  of  the  family 
were  employed  in  fanning  us  with  a leaf,  or  the  bough  of 
a tree.  Before  we  left  the  houfe  we  were  commonly  • 
adopted,  according  to  our  different  ages,  in  the  quality 
of  fathers,  brothers,  or  fons.  This  circumftancc  was  owing  ■ 
to  an  opinion  that  we  were  all  related.  The  chiefs  in  all 
the  Society  lllands  are  defeended  from  the  fame  family ; our 
officers,  therefore,  and  all  thofe  who  dined  or  meffed  to- 
gether, 
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gethcr,  were  by  them  confldered  as  relations.  They  fup- 
pofed  that  captain  Cook  and  my  father  were  brothers, 
purely  from  this  reafon  •,  for,  with  all  their  good  heart,  they 
are  but  indifferent  phyflognomifts.  Their  hofpitality  to- 
wards us  was  frequently  quite  difinterefted;  and  gave  us  a 
right  to  form  the  moll  flattering  conclufions  in  regard  to 
their  condud  towards  each  other.  They  arc  hofpitable 
without  feeming  to  know  it ; and  leave  to  ftrangers  who 
vifit  them,  the  pleafing  and  grateful  talk  of  recording  their 
virtues. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Run  from  the  Society  to  the  Friendly  ljlands. 


XTT  E fired  a falutc  of  feveral  guns  on  leaving  the  ifland 
" v of  Raietea,  in  honour  of  his  majefly’s  birth  day;  Saturday  4. 
and  this  difeharge  of  our  artillery  afforded  no  fmall  en- 
tertainment to  the  inhabitants.  During  the  fix  weeks 
which  we  had  fpent  at  Taheitee  and  the  Society  Iflands,  we 
had  been  well  refrelhed,  and  were  perfetflly  recovered  from 
our  bilious  and  fcorbutic  complaints : a venereal  diforder 
was,  however,  the  reward  of  thofe,  that 

■ - 'with  unbafhful  forehead,  woo’d 

The  means  of  ficlcncfs  and  debility.  Shakespeare. 

Nearly  one  half  of  our  crew  were  afflicted  with  this 
naufeous  and  Ihameful  difeafe ; though  it  was  in  general 
lefs  virulent  that  in  Europe.  Our  convcrfations  with  Ma- 
hine  on  its  ravages,  gave  us  the  greateft  rcafon  to  be  con- 
vinced, that  it  exifted  at  Taheitee  and  the  Society  Iflands 
previous  to  captain  Wallis’s  voyage  in  1768.  Mahine 
frequently  affured  us,  that  feveral  years  before  that  period, 
his  mother  died  of  this  difeafe  at  Borabora.  Its  appear- 
ance has  therefore  been  attributed  to  a wrong  caufe  in  various 
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parts  of  the  world.  For  the  fpace  of  near  three  centuries  the 
Spaniards  have  been  accufed  by  phylicians,  and  detefled  by 
moral  ids,  for  bringing  the  infection  from  America,  which 
is  now  incontrovertibly  proved  to  have  begun  in  Europe, 
previous  to  the  difeovery  of  America  *.  The  Englifh  and 
French  navigators  have  charged  each  other  with  the  intro- 
duction of  this  dcteflable  diforder  among  the  harmlefs  and 
hofpitable  Taheitians ; though  they  have  long  been  ac- 
quainted with  it,  and  are  not  ignorant  of  thp  art  of  curing 
itf.  Nay,  it  feems  that  their  Ample  diet,  the  falubrity  of 
their  climate,  and  a long  fpace  of  time,  have  abated  the 
acrimony  of  the  virus,  and  brought  it  to  that  inactive  flate 
to  which  it  is  now  reduced  in  South  America.  I am  far 

i 1 . t 

from  fuppofing,  that  the  venereal  complaint  has  been  car- 
ried to  America  from  Europe;  no,  the  fame  caufes  which 
could  give  birth  to  it  in  one  part  of  the  world,  are  fufficicnt 
to  produce  it  every  where  elfe.  The  commerce  of  our  crews 
with  the  women  of  Tonga  Tabboo,  and  the  Marquesas  ; 
nay,  their  remarkable  connections  with  the  falacious  fc- 

i . 

males  of  Eafter  Ifland,  had  no  Unifier  confequences.  It  may 
be  inferred  from  thence,  that  the  infection  has  not  yet  broke 
out  at  thofe  iflands,  though  fuch  inferences  are  fometimes 

* See  Petr.  Martyr.  ab  Angleria  Dec  ad.  American.— Diflertation  fur  1’Origine 
dc  la  Maladie  Venerienne,  par  M.  Sanchez.  Paris,  1752. — Examen  hiftorique 
fur  1'Apparition  de  la  Maladic  Vcneriennc  en  Europe.  Lifbonnc,  2774.— Dr. 
Hunter,  in  the  Phil.  Tranf,  and  others, 
t Sec  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  233. 
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fallacious*;  for  captain  Wallis  left  Taheitee  without 
having  a Angle  venereal  patient,  though  the  diftemper  is 
now  proved  to  have  cxifted  there  before  his  arrival.  It  is 
alfo  beyond  a doubt,  that  the  New  Zcelandcrs  f were  aflli&ed 
with  this  ditorder  before  any  Europeans  had  an  intercourfc 
with  them. 

We  pafled  the  illand  of  Mowrua  in  the  afternoon,  and 
flood  to  the  weftward  with  a favourable  trade-wind.  On 
the  6 th,  at  eleven  in  the  morning,  we  deferied  an  illand, 
which  captain  Wallis  named  after  lord  Howe.  It  is  very 
low,  confifting  of  coral  ledges,  which  enclofe  a lagoon  ; and 
by  its  direflion,  it  appears  to  be  the  fame  which  the  na- 
tives of  the  Society  Illands  call  Mopeehah.  We  found  it 
fituated  in  i 6°  4.6'  S.  lat.  and  1540  8 W.  Several  birds, 
called  boobies,  were  feen  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  little 
ifle,  which  was  to  appearance  uninhabited. 

The  next  day  at  noon  the  wind  lliifted,  and  became  con- 
trary. During  the  whole  afternoon  it  thundered  and 
lightned,  and  we  had  feveral  fmart  Growers.  The  night 
was  calm  ; but  we  fixed  the  elctflric  chain  at  the  mail-head, 
on  account  of  the  ftrong  lightning  which  Hill  continued. 
We  had  fo  faint  a breeze,  with  intervening  calms,  during 
the  next  three  days,  that  we  made  but  flow  advances. 
Tropic-birds  and  noddies  vifited  us  during  this  time ; and 

t Ibid.  p.  139. 
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our  crew  had  the  mortification  of  lofiog  a great  fhark,  after 

/ 1 • j • 1 * ' * ' 

they  had  hooked  and  fhot  him  with  three  bullets.  ,.r  ? v 

On  the  1 ith,  in  the  morning,  the  wind  frefhened  again, 
and  pufhed  us  on  to  the  W.  S.  W.  for  two  days,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  we  had  calms  and  foul  winds  to  cope 
with,  and  faw  frequent  flafhcs  of  lightning  at  night.  Sea- 
fowl  of  different  forts,  and  ftfhes,  fuch  as  bonitos,  dolphins, 
lharks,  and  grampuffes,  appeared  about  us  at  different 
times. 

/ * * * 

On  the  idtb,  in  the  morning,  at  eight  o’clock,  we  dif- 
covered  another  low  ifland.  We  were  clofc  to  it  about  three 
in  the  afternoon,  and  failed  round  it,  without  finding  a 
landing  place  or  harbour.  It  confifted  of  eight  different 
ifles,  conne&ed  by  reefs,  and  covered  with  trees,  particularly 
coco-palms,  which  made  it  look  remarkably  pleafant.  Vaft 
flocks  of  aquatic  birds  appeared  about  it,  from  whence  we 
concluded,  that  it  was  likewife  uninhabited.  In  fomc 
parts  there  were  extenfive  fandy  beaches,  where  turtles  pro- 
bably refort  to  lay  their  eggs.  The  fea  was  alfo  full  of 
good  fifh,  of  different  forts,  about  us.  This  pretty  little 
fpot  was  named  Palmerfton  Ifland,  and  lies  in  18?  4' S,  lat. 
and  1 6 3 0 1 o'  W. 

Wc  continued  fleering  to  the  W.  S.  W.  till  the  2 oth, 
when  we  faw  an  ifland  in  the  afternoon,  of  fomc  elevation, 
on  which,  before  funfet,  we  could  difeern  the  trees.  We 
tacked  all  night  to  windward,  and  at  the  return  of  day- 
light 
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light  Rood  towards  it.  Having  approached  within  about 
two  miles,  wc  ran  along  the  lhore,  which  now  appeared 
ftccp  and  rocky,  with  here  and  there  a narrow  Tandy  beach 
at  the  foot  of  the  rock.  It  was  nearly  level  every  where, 
and  its  greateft  height  feemed  not  to  exceed  forty  feet ; but 
it  was  covered  with  woods  and  fhrubberies  along  the  fum- 
mit.  About  ten  o’clock,  we  perceived  feven  or  eight  people 
running  clofe  to  the  water's  edge.  They  feemed  to  be  of  a 
blackilh  colour,  and  were  naked;  fomething  white  was 

■ -I  r - ' , , / 

wrapped  about  their  heads  and  loins,  and  each  had  a fpear, 
a club,  ora  paddle  in  his  hand.  In  feveral  chafms  between 
the  rocks,  we  obferved  a few  fmall  canoes  hauled  upon  the 
lhore.  We  now  likewife  took  notice  of  fome  coco-nut  trees, 
of  no  great  height,  which  flood  on  the  Hope  of  the  rocks. 
Two  boats  were  hoifted  out,  armed  and  manned,  in  which 
the  captain,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Sparrman,  Mr.  Hodges,  my 
father,  and  niyfelf,  went  afhore.  A reef  of  coral  furrounds 
the  whbft  coaft  at  a fhort  diftance ; but  having  found  an 
opening,  where  the  Turf  was  not  dangerous,  we  landed, 
and  climbed  up  bne  of  the  adjacent  rocks,  where  wc  polled ' 
fome  of  out  Tailors  and  marines.  It  confided  entirely  of 
fliarp  and  craggy  coral,  and  was  covered  with  a variety 
of  fmall  Ihrubby  plants,  common  to  the  low  iflands.  Be- 
fldes  thefe,  wc  found  Tome  new  Tpecies,  all  which  grew  be- 
tween the  crevices  of  the  coral,  without  the  lead  atom  of 
foil.  Some  curlews,  friipes,  and  herons,  of  the  fame  fort 
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which  We  had  obferved  at  Tahcitee,  likewifc  appeared  op 
this  ifland.  Having  walked  among  the  bufhes,  at  tb* 
diftance  of  about  fifty  yards  from  the  -water,  we  heard  a 
loud  halloo,  upon  which  Weretired  to  the  rock,  where  opr 
people  had  taken  poll.  We  now  learnt  that  captain  Cook, 
having  walked  U{i  a long  deepgulley,  which  lay  before  us, 
had  Entered  the  woods  at  a little  diftance  from  us.  He  had 
not  proceeded  ‘faf,  when  he  heard  fomebody  tumbling 
ddwn  fforh  a tree.  He  fuppofed  it  was  one  ofi  us,  and 
called  out  to  U9;  but' was  prcfently  undeceived  by  the 
(bouts  of  the  Indian.  We  now  called  to  the  natives  in 
thofe  South  Sea  dialers  which  we  were  acquainted  with, 
that  we  were  friends,  and  defired  them  to  come  down  to  us. 
They  were  heard  talking  and  (homing  to  each  other  for 
fomc  time  ; and  prefently  one  of  them  appeared  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  gulley.  His  body  was  blackened  as  far  as  the 
waift ; his  head  was  ornamented  with  feathers  ^placed  up- 
right, and  in  his  hand  he  held  a fpear.  Behind  him  we 
heard  many  voices  in  the  chafm,  though  the  trees  prevented 
our  feeing  the  people.  At  lad  a young  man,  to  all  appear- 
ance without  a beard,  ftepped  forward,  and  joined  the  firft. 
He  was  like  him  blackened,  and  had  a long  bow,  like  thofc 
of  Tonga-Tabboo,  in  his  right  hand.  With  the  left  he 
inftantly  flung  a very  large  done,  with  fo  much  accuracy, 
as  to  hit  Dr.  Sparrman’s  arm  a violent  blow,  at  the  diflancc 
of  forty  yards.  The  pain  which  it  occafioncd  irritated  mv 
• ■'  -i  friend 
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frichd'fo  much,  that  he  let  fly  at  his  enemy  ; ,but  it  did  not 
jrppear  that  the  fmall  fliot  had  any  effcft.  ; Both  the  nar 
tives  retired  foon  after  s and  though  we  ftaid  here  for  fome 
time,  performing  the  idle  ceremony  of  taking  pofleffion, 
we  faw  nothing  more  of  the  inhabitants.  After  we  had 
rcfumcd  our  courfe  alortg  fhore  in  the  boats,  wc  faw  the 
people  coming  to  the  water’s  fide  at  the  place  which  we 
had  left.  • The  appearance  of  the  coaft  was  flill  the  fame  as 
we  advanced.  We  landed  at  the  hazard  of  our  necks  in 

1 '*  *T  ' T . / 

another  place,  which  we  left  as  foon  as  the  boat’s  crew 
called  out,  that  they  perceived  the  natives  above  us.  We 
continued  till  we  came  to  a confiderable  chafm  in  the  rock, 
before  which  a flat  reef,  full  of  holes  and  cavities,  extended 
about  fifty  yards  off  fliore.  We  drew  up  a line  of  failors  on 
the  reef,  and  the  captain  with  us  walked  into  the  chafm, 
where  we  found  four  canoes.  They  were  very  nearly  of 
the  fame  ftrudture  with  thofc  of  Tonga-Tabboo,  and  had 
fome  carving,  but  were  not  fo  neatly  wrought.  They  were 
fingle,  and  had  llrong  out- riggers.  Some  were  covered  with 
coarfe  mats,  and  contained  filhing- lines,  fpears,  and  pieces  of 
wood,  which  appeared  to  have  ferved  as  matches  for  fifliing  at 
night.  The  captain  laid  a ftnall  prefent  of  beads,  nails,  and 
medals  on  each  canoe  ; but  whilft  he  was  fo  employed,  I per. 
ceived  a troop  of  natives  coming  down  the  chafm,  and  in- 
ftantly  acquainting  our  company  of  it,  we  all  retired  a 
few  fteps.  Two  of  the  natives,  drefled  with  feathers,  and 
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]”4e  blackened  as  the  other  before  mentioned*  advanced  towards 
us  with  furious  ftiouts,  and  fpears  in  their  hands.  We% 
called  in  friendly  terms  to  them  > but  to  no.  purpofe. 
The  captain  endeavoured  to  difeharge  his  mufket,  but  it 
miffed  fire.  He  defired  U6  to  fire  in  our  own  defence,  and 
the  fame  thing  happened  to  us  all.  The  natives  threw  two 
fpears  : captain  Cook  narrowly  efcaped  one  of  them  by 
Hooping the  other  Aid  along  my  thigh,  marking  my 
cloarhs  with  the  black  colour  with  which  it  wa9  daubed. 
We  tried  to  fire  again,  and  at  laft  my  piece,  loaded  with  fmall 
fliot,  went  off,  and  Mr.  Hodges  fired  a ball,  which  did  no 
execution.  At  the  fame  time  a regular  firing  began  behind 
us  from  our  party,  who  having  obferved  our  retreat,  had 
likewife  viewed  another  troop  of  the  natives  coming  down 
by  a different  path  to  cut  Us  off.  The  effcdl  of  the  fmall 
ihot  fortunately  flopped  the  natives  from  rufhing  upon  us, 
and  gave  us  time  to  retreat  to  our  men,  who  continued  to 
fire  with  great  eagernefs,  while  any  of  the  natives  remained 
in  fight.  Two  of  thefe  in  particular,  {landing  among  the 
bulhes,  brandidied  their  weapons  in  defiance  a confiderable 
while,  but  at  laft  retired,  one  of  them  appearing  to  be 
wounded,  by  the  difmal  howl  which  we  heard  prcfently 
after.  Wc  now  embarked,  and  refolved  to  abandon  a fet  of 
people,,  whom  no  entreaties  could  prevail  upon  to  become 
our  friends.  The  nature  of  their  country,  which  is  almoft 
inacccfliblc,  feems  to  have  contributed  to  make  their  tem- 
pers 
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pers  fo,  unfpciable.  The  whole  ifland  is  purely  3 coral-  'J*;, 
rock,  like  that  of  the  low  iflands,  op  which  we.favy  very 
few  coco-palms,  and  no  ufcful  trees.  -1  have  therefore 
formed  a conjecture,  that  the  interior  parts  arc  not  fo  barf 
ren,  but  fit  for  the  culture  of  nutritive  vegetables.  The  gOr 
neral  refemblance  of  this  ifland  to  a coral  ledge  raifed  out 
of  the  water,  almoft  leads  me  t,o:.fufpeCt  ihar.it  includes  a 
fertile  plain,  which  was  once  a lagoon.  Whether  a cop- 
vulfiqni  of,  the,  globe,  or  any  , other  caatfi?,  liftpd  fuch  a 
large  piece  ef  corabrqck  forty  feet  above  water,  is  a.pojnt 
which  tnuft  be  left,  to  future  philofophers  determine. 

The  boats  apd  arms  of  the  natives  ijefcmbled  thofe  of 
Tonga-Tabhoo,  and  it  is  therefore  probable  that  the  people 
have  the  fame  origin  » but  theif  numbers  are  inconfi- 
derable,  and  their  civilization  .lptle  advanced,  fioce  they,  arc 
favage,  and  go  naked.  Their  ifland  feems  to  be  about  three 
leagues  long,  and  was  called  Savage  Ifland.  . It  is  Ctuated 
ip  1 Sf?n’*'  S.  and  1169®  37-' W,  ni 

Having  reached  the  fltip,  the  boats  were  hoifted  in,  and 
flic  1 next  morning  we  continued  our  courfe  to  the  weft- 
ward.  A large  bighrfinned  whale,  which  was  feen  near 
the  lbip,  fpouted  up  the  water,  and  feveral  birds  and  fiih  at- 
tended us  as  ufoal  „. ,j,  o T.i  ii,,t  . 

On  the  twenty-fourth  at  night  we  lay  to,  as  we  expe&ed 
to  be  very  near  A Numoka,  or  Rotterdam  Ifland,  one  of  1 the 
Friendly  Ifles  discovered  by  Tafman.  in  . 1 643.  Breakers 
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were  heard  a head  at  two  o’clock,  and  the  land  appeared  at 
day-break.  We  flood  for  it,  and  foon  found  it  to  confift  of 
feveral  low  iflands,  connected  by  a vaft  reef.  Another  great 
reef  lay  to  the  northward,  and  wc  palled  between  them.  At 
noon  a canoe  came  off  towards  us,  though  the  neareft  land 
was  above  a league  diflant.  We  difeerned  two  men  in  it, 
who  flood  on  a long  while,  but  at  laft,  feeing  that  the  (hip 
gained  upon  them,  they  put  about  and  returned.  We  could 
not  help  admiring  the  difference  between  this  race,  and  the 
favages  whom  we  had  fo  lately  left,  and  agreed  that  the 
name  Friendly  was  very  juftly  given  to  them.  The  wind 
flackened  all  the  afternoon,  and  died  away  to  a perfefl  calm 
during  night.  We  approached  fo  near  one  of  the  reefs  by 
this  means,  that  we  ran  great  rifle  of  being  wrecked  ; but  a 
breeze  fpringing  up  in  the  morning,  we  were  out  of  danger 
in  a fhort  time. 

The  next  morning  we  failed  between  reefs  and  fmall 
iflands,  which  made  the  water  fmootli.  The  iflands  had  a 
little  more  elevation  than  the  common  coral  iflands  they 
were  covered  with  groves  and  tufts  of  trees,  which  gave  them 
a moft  enchanting  appearance.  The  houfes  were  feen  in 
great  numbers  among  the  trees  on  the  beach,  and  the  iflands 
had  an  air  of  happinefs  and  affluence.  One  of  thefe  little 
gardens  rofe  at  its  eaft  end  into  a white  perpendicular  cliff, 
with  lomething  like  horizontal  flrata.  At  our  diffance  it 
looked  like  the  baffion  of  a ruined  fort,  and  being  fringed 
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with  woods  and  palms,  formed  altogether  a romantic  view. 
Towards  noon  the ’wind!  (lackcncd,  and  canoes  put  off  from 
different  iflamls  to  vjfit  us,  though  they  were  above  a league 
diftant.  Some  of  them  worked  fo  hard,  that  they  were 
near  us  in  lefs  than  an  hour ; and  when  they  were  about  a 
tnufket-Qiot  off,  they  began  to  call' to  us  from  time  to  time, 
(till  continuing  to  paddle  towards  us.  Three  perfons  were 
in  the  canoe,  exa&ly  like  the  natives  of  Ea-oowhe  and 
Tonga-Tdbboo|!  whorh  we  had  fecn  in  Oftober,  17  7 j. 
When  thfey  were  along  fide,  a few  beads  and  nails  were  pre- 
fented  to  them,  for  which  they  immediately  fent  a bunch  of 
bananas,  and  fome  delicious  (haddocks  ftitrus  dectimamis)  on 
the  deck,  bcfidcs  a bunch  of  the  red  fruits  of  the  palm-nut 
tree  or  pandang  (aibrodaflytis)  which  is  a fign  of  friendfhip. 
This  being  done,  they  fold  us  all  the  (haddocks  and  fruit 
which  they  had,  and  came  on  board.  In  the  mean  while 
the  other  canoes  arrived,  and  afted  without  the  lead  cau- 
tion, as  if  we  had  been  long  acquainted.  They  taught  us 
the  names  of  all  the  iflands  in  the  neighbourhood  ; that 
with  the  high  cliff  they  called  Tcrrefetchta ; the  other, 
which  we  admired  fo  much  for  its  beauty,  Tonoomea:  both 
thefe  lay  to  the  cadward  of  us.  Mango-nooe  (great)  and 
Mango-eetee  (little)  were  two  idands  to  the  wed  of  us  ; and 
to  the  S.  W.  beyond  them  lay  Namoka-nooce  and  Namoka- 
eetee  the  fird  of  which  Tafman  has  called  Rotterdam 
Ifland,  or  Anamocka.  • ' * • 
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juYJ*.  After  dinner  the  breeze  frefhened,  and  we  failed  towards 
Namoka,  which  was  the  largcft  ifland  of  this  group.  The 
number  of  canoes  cncreafed  about  us  ; they  came  from  all 
the  neighbouring  ifland s with  fruit,  fifh,  and  pigs,  all  which 
they  difpofed  of  for  nails  and  rags. 

We  had  foundings  all  the  day  between  thefe  iflands,  at 
firfl  in  forty  and  fifty,  and  afterwards,  when  we  came  nearer, 
in  nine,  twelve,  fourteen,  and  twenty  fathom.  About  four 
o’clock,  having  hauled  round  the  fouth  end  of  Namoka,  we 
came  to,  on  the  lee  or  well  fide  of  it,  where  Tafman  for- 
V.  merly  lay.  Our  diflancc  from  the  fhore  was  about  a mile. 

The  coall  of  the  ifland  rofe  fifteen  or  twenty  feet  nearly  per- 
pcndicular,  after  which  it  appeared  almoft  level,  having  only 
a Angle  hillock  near  the  middle.  This  fleep  fhore  had  fo’me 
refemblance  to  the  coaft  of  Savage  Ifland,  which  we  had 
lately  left,  but  the  richnefs  of  its  woods  was  infinitely 
greater.  Innumerable  coco-nut  palms  out-topped  the  woodsj 
and  ornamented  the  ifland  on  all  fides. 

Whilft  we  were  coming  to  an  anchor,  one  of  the  natives 
caught  the  lead,  and  tore  the  line  which  one  of  our  people 
was  heaving.  He  was  defired  to  return  it,  but  took  no  no- 
tice of  the  captain  who  fpokc  to  him.  A mufket  with  ball 
was  fired  through  his  canoe  ; upon  which  he  calmly  re- 
moved to  the  other  fide  of  the  fhip.  Our  demand  was  re- 
peated, and  proving  inefFc&ual  again,  was  enforced  by  a 
load  of  fmall-fhor,  which  made  him  fmart.  He  inflantly 
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paddled  to  the  head  of  the  flrip,  where  a rope  hung  over- 
board, to  which  he  tied  the  line  and  lead.  His  countrymen 
were  not  fatisfted  with  this  reftitution  ; they  turned  him 
out  of  his  canoe,  and  made  him  fwim  on  fhore,  whilft  they 
continued  to  trade  with  us.  They  fold  us  coco-nuts,  ex- 
cellent yams,  bread  fruit,  bananas,  {haddocks,  and  other 
fruit.  They  alfo  brought  purple  water-hens  alive,  and  a 
fine  wcll-taftcd  fparut  ready  drelTcd  in  leaves ; alfo  a curious 
ftringy  root  baked,  which  contained  a very  nourilhing  pulp, 
of  fuch  a fweetnefs,  as  if  it  had  been  boiled  in  fugar.  All 
thefe  things  were  eagerly  bought  for  nails,  which  were 
cllccmed  according  to  their  fize,  and  for  pieces  of  our  cloth. 
Their  canoes,  their  perfons,  drefs,  cuftoms  and  language  fo 
entiiely  refcmbled  thofc  of  Tonga-Tabboo,  that  we  could 
perceive  no  difference.  As  this  ifland  is  at  a fhort  diftance 
from  Namoka,  it  is  not  improbable  that  the  inhabitants  of 
the  latter  might  have  heard  of  our  arrival  there  in  Otftobcr, 
J 7 7 3- 

The  next  morning  captain  Cook  landed  early  in  a fandy 
cove,  which  is  accurately  deferibed  by  Tafman.  It  is  en- 
clofed  by  a reef,  and  has  a narrow  entrance  for  boats  at  the 
fouth  end.  It  is  fo  fhallow,  that  our  boats  could  only  come 
in  at  high  water.  The  captain  purchafed  a pig,  and  was 
conducted  to  a pond  of  freih  water  at  a fhort  diftance  from 
the  beach,  the  fame  where  Tafman  had  fupplied  his  fliips 
with  water.  The  hofpitality  of  the  natives  was  cxcrcifed 
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in  its  utmoft  extent,  and  one  of  the  handfomeft  ladies  of 
the  ifland  complimented  the  captain  with  an  offer,  which 
was  not  accepted.  Having  examined  the  watering-place, 
he  returned  on  board  to  breakfaft,  and  gave  ftrift  orders, 
that  no  perfons  infc&cd  with  or  lately  cured  of  venereal 
complaints  fhould  be  fuffered  to  go  on  fhore,  and  that  no- 
woman fhould  be  admitted  in  the  fliip.  A number  of  la- 
dies came  off  in  feveral  canoes,  and  feemed  very  dclirous  of 
making  acquaintance  with  our  failers  ; but  after  paddling 
about  the  fhip  for  fomc  time,  they  were  obliged  to  return  to 
the  fhore,  very  much  difeontented.  Immediately  after 
breakfaft,  Dr.  Sparrman,  my  father  and  myfclf  accompanied 
captain  Cook  to  the  fhore,  where  a trade  commenced  for 
fhaddocks  and  yams,  which  the  natives  fold  us  in  prodi- 
gious quantities.  Bananas  and  coco  nuts  were  fcarce  in 
proportion,  and  bread-fruit  £1111  more  rare,  though  the 
trees  of  thefe  forts  were  very  numerous.  All  the  men  went 
nearly  naked,  a flight  covering  on  the  loins  excepted  } a few 
of  them,  however,  and  moll  of  the  women,  were  dreft 
from  the  waift  to  the  ancles,  in  a piece  of  ftiff  painted  cloth 
made  of  bark,  wrapped  feveral  times  round  them,  or  in 
mats. 

As  foon  as  our  boats  reached  the  fhore,  the  clamours  of 
all  thofe  who  had  fomething  to  fell  became  fo  exeeflively 
loud,  that  we  haftened  into  the  country,  whofe  afpeft  was 
very  inviting.  A confiderablc  variety  of  plants  covered  the 
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ground  in  wild  luxuriance ; and  the  great  number  of  plan- 
tations of  all  forts,  made  the  whole  ifland  rcfemble  a beau- 
tiful garden.  The  fences  which  had  confined  the  view  at 
Tonga-Tabboo,  were  here  much  lefs  frequent,  and  only  cn- 
clofed  one  fide  of  the  path,  leaving  the  other  open  to  the 
eye.  The  ground  was  not  perfctfUy  level  in  the  interior 
parts,  but  rofc  in  feveral  little  hillocks  lined  with  hedges 
and  bufhes,  which  formed  a mod  agreeable  profpedt.  The 
path  which  we  met  with,  fometimes  went  under  long  rows 
of  lofty  trees,  planted  at  confiderable  diftances,  between 
which  the  ground  was  covered  with  the  richcft  verdure ; 
fometimes  a thick  and  impenetrable  arbour  of  fragrant 
fhrubberies  vaulted  over  it  for  a confiderable  fpace,  and  hid 
it  entirely  from  the  fun  5 fometimes  plantations,  and  fome- 
times wilds  appeared  on  both  fides.  The  houfes  of  the  na- 
tives were  of  a Angular  ftru&ure  : their  height  was  about 
tight  or  nine  feet ; but  the  walls,  which  were  not  perpendi- 
cular, but  converged  towards  the  bottom,  were  not  above 
three  or  four  feet  from  the  ground,  and  very  neatly  made 
of  reeds.  The  roof  converged  into  a ridge  at  the  top  ; fo 
that  the  fe&ion  of  the  houfc  rcfcmbled  a pentagon.  It  was 
thatched,  and  the  roof  proje&cd  beyond  the  Hoping  walls  of 
the  houfe.  In  one  of  the  long  fides  there  was  always  an 
opening  about  two  feet  fquare,  and  eighteen  inches  from 
the  ground,  which  ferved  inftcad  of  a door.  The  length 
of  the  houfe  never  exceeded  thirty  feet,  and  the  breadth  was 
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commonly  eight  or  nine.  The  infide  of  thefe  houfes  was 
always  filled  with  large  roots  of  yams,  which  feem  to  be  the 
chief  fupport  of  the  natives.  To  fleep  upon  them  muft  be 
extremely  uncomfortable ; and  yet  a few  mats  are  only 
fpread  over  them  at  night,  which  cuftom  has  made  ac- 
ceptable to  thefe  people.  Thofe  narrow  little  ftools,  on 
which  the  Tahcitians  reft  the  head,  are  extremely  frequent 
here,  and  ferve  the  fame  purpofe.  We  alfo  obferved  fcveral 
open  fiicds,  on  a few  pods,  like  (bine  which  we  had  feen  at 
Tonga-Tabboo.  Thefe  were  laid  out  with  mats,  and  feemed 
to  be  intended  for  their  abode  in  the  day-time.  In  our 
ramble  we  palled  by  a number  of  thefe  habitations,  but  faw 
very  few  inhabitants,  they  being  modly  at  the  trading 
place.  Thofe  whom  we  met  were  always  very  civil,  and 
bowed  their  heads,  faying,  lelci  (good),  vioa  (friend),  or  fome 
fuch  word,  to  mark  their  good  temper  and  difpofition. 
They  were  our  conductors ; they  brought  us  flowers  from 
the  highcll  ttees,  and  birds  out  of  the  water;  they  often 
pointed  out  the  fined  plants  to  us,  and  taught  us  their 
names  ; we  needed  only  to  fhew  them  a plant,  of  which  we 
wished  to  have  fpecimcns,  and  they  would  go  to  any 
dillancc  to  procure  it.  Coco-nuts  and  (haddocks  they 
readily  offered  to  us  ; and  willingly  carried  great  loads  for 
us ; a nail,  a bead,  or  even  a fmall  rag  of  cloth,  being  con- 
fidcrcd  as  a valuable  prefent  in  return.  In  a word,  they 
were  on  all  occafions  ready  to  oblige  us. 

In 
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In  the  courfe  of  our  walk  we  found  a large  lake  or  la- 
goon of  falt-watcr,  at  the  north  end  of  the  ifland,  which  at 
one  place  reached  within  a few  yards  of  the  fca.  It  was 
about  three  miles  long,  and  one  wide.  Three  little  iflands 
full  of  trees,  arranged  in  the  moft  pidlurefque  manner, 
ferved  to  ornament  this  fine  piece  of  water,  of  which  the 
fliores  alfo  captivated  the  eye  by  their  variety  and  beauty. 
The  inverted  landfcape  on  the  water,  rendered  this  feene  flill 
more  beautiful,  efpccially  as  our  point  of  view  was  an 
eminence,  where  many  tall  trees  and  thick  fhrubberies 
fcrcened  us  from  the  fun. 

No  ifland,  which  we  had  hitherto  vifited,  had  offered  fq 
great  variety  of  views  to  us  in  fo  fmall  a fpace  ; nay,  vve 
had  no  where  found  fuch  abundance  of  beautiful  flowers* 
fo  agreeably  contrafting  their  various  tints,  and  mingling 
their  fweet  feents  to  perfume  the  air.  The  lake  was  full  of 
wild-ducks,  and  the  woods  and  (hores  abounded  with 
pigeons,  parroquct3,  rails,  and  fmall  birds,  which  the 
natives  brought  for  fale. 

At  noon  we  returned  to  the  trading  place,  where  captain 
Cook  had  purchafed  a great  quantity  of  fruit  and  roots,  a 
few  fowls,  and  one  or  two  fmall  pigs.  When  we  arrived  on 
board,  wc  found  they  had  been  equally  fuccefsful  there  in 
the  purchafc  of  provifions.  The  whole  poop  was  loaded1 
with  (haddocks,  which  wc  found  a moft  delicious  fruit,  off 
excellent  flavour ; and  of  yams  we  had  laid  in  fuch  a quan- 
tity,. 
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city,  that  wc  eat  of  them  every  day  for  feveral  weeks  after- 
wards inftcad  of  bifcuit.  Arms  and  utcnfils,  the  ufual  ar- 
ticles of  trade  of  thefc  iflanders,  had  likewife  been  plen- 
tifully fold,  efpccially  by  feveral  people  who  came  in  large 
double  failing  canoes  from  the  neighbouring  iflands. 
While  we  were  at  dinner,  one  of  our  fliipmates  was  obferved 
on  (horc,  furrounded  by  a great  croud  of  natives ; hut  no 
further  notice  was  taken  of  him,  though  he  nude  figoals 
for  a boat.  One  of  our  trading  boats,  which  was  fent 

* I 

afhore  as  foon  as  the  crew  had  dined,  ?ame  near  the  place 
where  he  was  Rationed,  and  took  him  on  board-  It  proved 
to  be  our  furgeon,  Mr.  Patton,  who  had  been  in  the  molt 
imminent  danger  of  lofing  his  life,  by  being  carelefsly  left 
upon  the  ifland  without  fupport.  From  his  account  it  is  very 
plain,  that  even  among  thefe  kind  and  wcll-difpoftd  people, 
there  were  fome  villains  who  greatly  refcmbled  the 
wretches  that  infdl  our  civilised  countries.  He  had  left 
the  landing  place,  and  engaging  a Angle  native  in  his  fer- 
vice  for  a few  beads,  had  rambled  over  great  part  of  the 
ifland.  His  fuccefs  in  (hooting  was  copGderable ; the  native 
carried  eleven  ducks,  with  which  he  returned  to  the  fandy 
cove.  The  boats  having  already  left  that  place,  he  was 
fomething  difconcertcd,  anti  the  croud  prefled  about  him, 
confeious  that  he  was  in  their  power.  He  walked  there- 
fore to  the  rocky  fhorc,  juft;  abreaft  of  the  (hip,  where  our 
people  favv  him.  In  going  thither,  the  man  who  carried 
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tlie  ducks  endeavoured  to  drop  fomc  of  them ; but  Mr. 
Patton  luckily  turning  about  at  that  moment,  he  picked 
them  up  again.  The  croud  notv  preffed  dofe  about  him, 
and  fevcral  of  the  men  threatened  him  with  jagged  fpears, 
whilft  nothing  but  the  appearance  of  his  fowling-piece  kept 
them  in  awe.  Several  women  were  fet  on  by  the  men,  to 
draw  him  off  his  guard,  by  a thoufund  lafeivious  gcflurcs 
and  attitudes;  but  his  Gtuation  \va3  of  too  fcricus  a nature 
to  permit  him  to  attend  to  them.  After  feme  time  a canoe 
arrived  from  the  fhip,  and  Mr.  Patton  agreed  with  the 
owner  to  carry  him  aboard  for  a nail,  the  laft  which  he 
had  left.  Juft  as  he  was  ftepping  into  the  canoe,  they 
fnatched  his  fowling-piece  from  him,  took  all  his  ducks 
except  three,  and  fent  away  the  canoe.  He  was  greatly 
aftonifhed  and  alarmed,  and  refolved  to  return  to  the  top  of 
the  rock,  where  he  expetfted  to  be  more  cafily  diftinguiflied 
from  the  (hip,  from  whence  he  hoped  for  afliftance.  The 
natives  now  laid  afidc  all  referve,  and  began  to  pluck  at  his 
cloaths.  He  readily  fuffered  them  to  fnatch  his  cravat  and 
handkerchief;  but  they  alfo  feized  his  coat,  and  refumed 

i 

their  threatening  gefturcs  with  fuels  violence,  that  he  ex- 
posed every  moment  would  be  his  laft.  Iiis  anxiety  and 
agony  cannot  well  be  painted.  He  put  his  hands  in  all 
his  pockets  to  fearch  for  fome  inftrument,  a knife  or  the 
like,  with  which  to  defend  himfelf ; he  found  nothing  but 
a wretched  tooth-pick-cafe;  he  opened  it,  and  held  it  out 
Vol.  II.  A a upon 
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upon  the  croud,  who  perceiving  it  hollow,  inflantly  flew 
back  to  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  yards : he  ibminued  to 
point  this  formidable  weapon  againft  the  enemy,  whofc 
fpcars  were  {fill  lifted  againft.  him.  The  meridian  fun 
Atone  burning  hot  upon  him  ; he  had  w'alkcd  the  whole 
day,  was  (pent  with  fatigue,  and  began  to  defpair  of  faving 
his  life,  when  a handfonie  young  woman,  remarkable  for 
her  flowing  cutis',  which  hung  down  on  her  bofom,  took 
pity'  on  his  wrcfclied  condition.  She  dipped  forward  from 
the  croud,  with  the  greateft  humanity  and  eofnpaffion  ex- 
prefll-d  in  her  eye ; ' innocence"  and  goodnefs  were  fo 
flrongly  marked  in  her  countenance,  that  it  was  impofliblc 
to  diftruft  her.  She  approached,  and  offered  him  a piece  of 
(haddock,  which  was  eagerly  and  thankfully  accepted ; and 
gradually  fupplied  him  with  more,  till  he  had  confumcd 
the  whole  fruit.  At  laft  the  boats  put  oft"  from  the  fhip,  at 
fight  of  which  the  whole  croud  difperfed ; only  his 
generous  benefafhefs,  and  an  old  man,  who  was  her  father, 
remained  fitting  near  Mr.  Patton,  with  that  unconcern 
which  a noble  and  virtuous  conduct  infpircs.  She  en- 

i . f , r 

quired  for  the  name  of  her  friend ; he  told  her  that  which 
the  Taheitians  had  given  him,  Patccnce ; and  flie  imme- 
diately adopted  it,  changing  it  into  Patfcenee.  On  ftepping 
into  the  boat,  he  gave  her  father  and  her  a few  prefents, 
which  he  borrowed  from  the  crew,  and  with  thefe  they  rc- 
turned  to  their  groves  highly  pleafed.  When  Mr.  Patton 
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came  on  board,  he  acquainted  captain  Cook  with  the  danger 
to  which  he  had  been  cxpofed ; bu^  though  he  had  only 
followed  the  example  of  many  of  his  fhipmates,  by  repofing 
confidence  \n  the  natives,  yet  the  lofs  of  his  fowling-piece 
was  confidcrcd  as  a proper  punifhmcnt  for  his  imprudence. 
The  afternoon  was  fpent  in  different  rambles  on  fhore.  My 
father,  with  a fingle  failor,  walked  over  a considerable  part 
of  the  ifland,  without  the  leaft  moleflation  from  thp  in- 
habitants, and  brought  on  board  a number  of  new  plants. 
No  other  complaints  arofc  againft  the  natives  .this  day,  ex- 
cept fomc  petty  thefts,  at  which  they  were  expert  like 
their  brethren  of  Tonga-Tabboo  and  the  Society  Iflands, , . 

The  next  morning  early  we  difeoyered  feveral  iflands  to 
the  N.  \V.  of  us,  which  a haze  in  that  quarter  had  hitherto 
Screened  from  our  figlit.  The  two.  weftermoft  were  high, 
one  peaked,  but  the  other  more  extenflve.  A thick  fmoke 
arofc  from  the  laft,  on  which,  during  the  night,  wc  had 
obferved  a fire.  r Tlic  natives  who  came  on  board  ac- 
quainted us  that  this  fire  was  conftant,  fo  that  we  concluded 
it  to  proceed  from  a volcano,  u They  called  this  ifland 
Tofooa  *,  and  the  peak  clofe  to  it^-Ghao  f.  To  the  north- 
ward of  thefe  two  wc  difeerned  thirteen  low  iflands,  each  of 
which  the  natives  named  to  us. 

* T.ifmjn  calls  it  AmS-Tofoa  ih  his  map.'J  Ana  or  lama  probably  fignfies  u 
mountain. 

$ 

f Telman  calls  it  Kaybay  in  his  map. 
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We  haftencd  afiiore  after  breakfaft,  to  refume  our  en- 
quiries. We  foon  left  the  beach,  where  the  natives  were 
again  aflemblcd  in  great  numbers  of  both  fexes.  A moft 
beautiful  kind  of  lily  (tritium  afiaticum)  was  the  firft  plant 
which  we  met  with;  and  fevcral  others,  not  lefs  valuable, 
were  collected  foon  after.  We  came  to  the  watering-place, 
which  was  a pond  about  a hundred  or  a hundred  and  fifty 
yards  long,  and  fifty  broad  ; it  contained  ftagnant  water, 
which  was  fomewhat  tainted  with  a brack ifli  taile,  and 
might  perhaps  have  fubterraneous  communications  with  the 
fiilt  lagoon,  which  in  one  place  adjoined  to  it.  Lieutenant 
Clerkc,  who  fuperintended  the  waters,  told  us  that  his 
muficct  had  been  nimbly  fnatchcd  away  by  one  of  the  na- 
tives, who  inftantly  ran  off  with  it.  We  advanced  to  the 
fait  lagoon,  and  botanized  among  the  fpacious  man- 
groves which  furrounded  it.  ' Thefe  trees  occupy  a vaft 
fpace  of  ground,  and  grow  more  and  more  intricate  by  age. 
Their  feeds  do  not  drop  off,  but  (hoot  down  from  the  top 
of  the  tree,  till  they  reach  the  ground,  where  they  take 
root,  and  fpread  new  branches.  Whilft  we  were  here,  we 
heard  three  great  guns  fired  ; but  the  found  being  broken 
by  many  intervening  objefts,  we  fufpetted  that  they  were 
only  mulkets  overcharged  as  ufual,  by  fome  young  gentle- 
men on  a (hooting  party.  We  left  the  lake  foon  after,  and 
paffed  through  a plantation,  where  the  natives  bowed  to  us 
very  kindly,  and  invited  us  to  fit  down  amongft  them. 

We 
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We  were  tlefirous  of  making  the  moil  of  our  time,  and 
therefore  foon  left  them,  and;  returned  to  the  frcih- water 
pond.  Having  fired  a mulkct  at  fomc  wild-ducks,  which 
were  in  great  plenty,  we  were  called  to  by  Mr.  Gilbert,  the 
mailer,  whotold  us  that  a volley  of  fmall  arms,  and  three  can- 
non had  been  fired  to  alarm  and  bring  us  back,  becaufe  a fray 
had  happened  between  the  nhtives  and  our  people^  We  joined/ 
him  in  a few  minutes,  and  found  with  him  the  captain,  and 
a file  of  marines,  together  with  two  native^  who  fat  on  their 
hams,  and  from  time  to  time  pronounced:  the  word  u>s<7, 
which  fignific3  " friend.”  We  fuppofed  that  the  theft  of 
Mr.  Clcrkc’s  muiket  had  given  occafion  to  this  diflurbance ; 
but  this  was  too  trifling  a circumftance  to  be  refented.  The 
cooper,  in  mending  the  watcr-caik,  was  not  fufliciently  at- 
tentive to  his  adze,  and  one  of  the  natives  had  fnatched  it 
up,  and  conveyed  it  away.  ' The  captain,  in  order  to  recover 
this  valuable  inflrumenr,  of  which  however  there  were  no 
lefs  than  a dozen  in  the  fliip,  ordered  his  people  to  feize  fe- 
veral  large  double  canoes,  which  had  probably  arrived  from 
different  adjacent  iflands.  They  performed  his  command, 
and  Mr.  Clerke's  gun  was  brought  back  by  the  aflonifhcd 
natives.  But  this  was  not  fuflicient,  and  another  canoe 
was  feized.  A native,  who  flood  upon  it,  defended  his  pro- 
perty, which  he  had  forfeited  by  no  offence,  and  took  up  a 
fpear,  which  he  feemed  refolved  to  employ  with  good  cffeifl. 
Captain  Cook  levelled  his  mufket  at  him,  and  bid  him  lay 
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I7J4- 

JUb  B. 


Digitized  by  Google 


1 8 2 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  TIIE  WORLD. 


JUSk. 


down  his  arms.  He  rcfufed,  and  received  a load  of  fliot 
through  his  wrift  and  thigh,  at  the  didance  of  eight  or 
nine  yards,  which  immediately  brought  him  to  the  ground^ 
The  volley  was  now  fired,  and  a boat  lent  off  to  the  Lhip, 
where  three  canon,  dirc&ed  againft  the  higheft  point  of  the 
iQand,  were  fired  off  one  after  another.  It  was  thought 
that  the  natives  would  now  have  left  us  ; but  a great  part 
Hill  remained  on  the  beach  confcious  of  their  innocence, 
and  feme  canoes  continued  to  ply  about  the  fliip.  The 
behaviour  of  one  of  the  natives  upon  this  occafion  was  fo 
remarkably  fioical,  that  our  people  could  not  help  taking 
notice  of  it.  He  had  a fnaall  canoe  in  which  he  always 
mec  the  other  canoes  before  they  reached  the  fliip,  took 
out  what  he  liked,  and  paid  their  owners,  a certain  fmall 
price  in  European  goods,  which  he  had  before  obtained  by 
barter.  With  his  new  cargo  he  returned  to  the  flaip,  and 
always  made  a confiderable  profit  upon  his  bargain.  As 
he  never  failed  to  vifit  each  canoe,  our  failors  called  him  a 
Cuftom-houfe  officer.  He  was  lying  clofe  to  the  fliip, 
baling  the  water  out  of  his  canoe,  when  the  guns  were 
difeharged  not  two  yards  over  his  head.  N'otwithflanding 
the  extraordinary  concuffion  at  fo  fliort  a diilance,  he  never 
once  looked  up,  but  continued  to  bale,  and  afterwards  to 
trade  ?s  if  nothing  had  happened. 

We  had  not  long  rejoined  the  captain  and  his  party, 
when  the  unlucky  adze  was  brought  back,  which  had 
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been  the  occafton  of  fo  much  mifehief.  A middle-aged 
woman,  who  feemed  to  have  great  authority,'  had  dif- 
patchcd  Lome  of  the  people  after  it,  and  they  returned  at 
the  fame  time  a cartridge-box,  and  Mr.  Patton’s  fowling- 
piece,  which  appeared  to  have  been  concealed  under  water. 
The  wounded  man  was  brought  to  us  on  a piece  of  wood 
carried  by  men.  He  feemed  almofl;  without  fenfation  ; 
and  was  fet  on  the  ground,  whilfl  the  natives  gradually  re- 
turned,  artd  began  to  take  courage.  The  women  in  par- 
ticular, were  very  defirous  of  relloring  the  general  tran- 
quility, and  their  timid  looks  feemed  to  charge  the  be- 
haviour of  the  Grangers  with  cruelty.  They  feated  them- 
felves  on  a fine  green  turf,  in  a group  of  fifty  or  more  to- 
gether, and  invited  feveral  of  us  to  fit  by  them.  Each  of 
them  had  fome  {haddocks,  which  they  broke  in  pieces, 
and  diftributed  to  us  with  every  mark  of  kindnefs  and 
peace.  Mr.  Patton’s  friend  w’as  one  of  the  foremofl,  and 
indeed  claimed  the  firft  tank  among  the  beauties  of  thofe 
illands.  Her  ftature  was  graceful,  and  her  form  exqui- 
fitcly  proportioned.  Her  features  were  more  regular  than 
any  I had  ever  feen  in  thefe  ifles,  full  of  fweetnefs  and 
the  charms  of  youth.  Her  large  dark  eyes  fparkled 
with  fire,  and  her  ebon  curls  floated  on  her  neck.  She 
was  of  a lighter  colour  than  the  common  people,  and 
wore  a brown  cloth  which  clofely  embracing  the  body 
immediately  under  the  breaft,  but  being  fomewhat  wider 
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towards  the  feet,  perhaps  fuited  her  better  than  the  mod 
elegant  European  drefs. 

Mr.  Patton  having  been  fent  for,  arrived  with  proper 
inflruments,  and  drefled  the  wounds  of  the  poor  native, 
whofc  countrymen  brought  many  banana  leaves,  which 
were  laid  on  over  the  drefling.  A bottle  of  brandy  was 
given  them,  with  dirc<5tions  to  wa(h  the  wounds  with  the 
liquor  from  time  to  time.  The  wound  was  not  dangerous, 
as  it  happened  in  a flefliy  part ; but  as  the  diftance  was  fo 
fhort,  the  fhot  had  torn  the  fleflt  very  much,  and  made  the 
wound  very  painful  to  the  poor  man.  After  this  we 
diftributed  fome  beads,  and  departed  making  various  figns 
of  friendihip.  The  natives  like  thofe  of  Tonga-Tabboo, 
were  flrangers  to  refentment,  and  continued  to  trade  with 
our  fliip  as  before.  They  feemed  to  poflefs  a truly  mer- 
cantile fpirit,  and  fpared  no  trouble  to  obtain  fome  of  our 
goods  or  curiofitics.  Among  the  reft,  they  were  much  de- 
lighted with  a great  number  of  young  puppies  which  we 
had  taken  on  board  at  the  Society  Iflands,  on  purpofe  to 
flock  fuch  iflands  as  were  not  provided  with  them.  We 
left  two  couple  on  Namoka,  of  which  the  natives  promifed 
to  take  particular  care.  Thefe  people  managed  their  canoes 
with  furprifing  agility,  and  fwam  with  the  greateft  eafe. 
Their  common  trading  canoes  were  neatly  made,  and  po- 
lifhed  like  thofe  which  I have  already  deferibed.  But  thofe 
of  the  neighbouring  iflands  were  of  a great  fize,  and  fome 
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of  them  contained  upwards  of  fifty  people.  They  always 
confided  of  two  large  canoes,  fattened  by  a tranverfe  plat- 
form of  planks,  in  the  midft  Of  which  they  had  eredted  a 
hur,  where  they  placed  their  goods,  their  arms,  and  utenfils, 
and  where  they  patted  great  part  of  their  time.  There 
were  likewifc  holes,  which  gave  admittance  into  the  body 
of  each  canoe.  Their  malls  were  ftout  poles  which  could 
be  ftruck  at  pleafure,  and  their  fails  were  very  large  and 
triangular,  but  not  very  proper  to  fail  by  the  wind.  All 
their  cordage  was  excellent,  and  they  had  alfo  contrived  a 
very  good  ground  tackle,  confiding  of  a ftrong  rope  with 
large  ftones  at  the  end,  by  means  of  which  they  came  to 
an  anchor.  ■ 

We  went  on  ttiore  again  after  dinner,  as  captain  Cook 
propofed  leaving  this  ifland  the  next  day.  We  patted 
through  fcveral  fields  and  wild  fhrubberies,  and  colledled  a 
number  of  valuable  plants.  We  alfo  made  a purchafe  of 
fcveral  arms,  fuch  as  clubs,  and  fpears,  and  of  l'ome  utenfils, 
vizv  fmall  flools,  large  wooden  diflics  and  bowls,  in  which 
the  people  prepare  their  victuals,  and  fome  carthern  pots 
which  fee  me  d to  have  been  long  in  ufe.  The  great  abun- 
dance of  their  arms,  dods  not  agree  with  their  good-nature 
and  hofpitable  difpofition,  unlefs  they  quarrel  with  their 
next  neighbours,  like  the  people  of  Tahcitec  and  the  So- 
ciety Iflands.  But  they  feemed  to  have  fpent  too  much  time; 

Vol.  II.  B b in 


185 


>774* 
JUN  it. 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


in  ornamenting  their  club?,  to  have  frequent  occafion  to- 
ufe  them. 

At  day-break  the  next  morning  we  unmoored  and  fet 
fail,  ftanding  towards  the  ifland  of  Tofooa,  on  which  we 
had  again  obferved  the  volcano  burning  during  night.  A 
whole  fleet  of  canoes  followed  us  feveral  miles,  trading 
with  a variety  of  articles,  particularly  their  dreffes,  utenfils, 
and  ornaments.  Some  of  them  likcwife  brought  fith  of 
different  forts,  which  we  had  found  very  well-tafted. 

The  ifland  of  Namoka,  which  we  left  after  a flay  of  two 
days  only,  was  not  above  fifteen  miles  in  circuit,  but 
feemed  to  be  remarkably  populous.  It  lies  in  ao°  17'  S. 
and  1 740  32'  W.  In  the  group  of  iflands  which  appeared 
around  it,  its  fize  was  the  moil  confiderable  ; but  all  feemed 
to  be  well  inhabited,  and  very  rich  in  vegetable  productions. 
They  are  fltuated  on  a kind  of  bank,  on  which  there  is 
from  nine  to  fixty  and  feventy  fathom  water,  and  the  foil 
is  probably  the  fame  in  every  ifland.  Namoka  confifts,  like 
Tonga-Tabboo,  of  a coral-rock,  covered  with  a rich  mould 
on  which  all  forts  of  vegetables  thrive.  We  had  no  time 
to  examine  the  hillock  in  its  centre,  which  feems  to  have 
had  a different  origin,  and  may  perhaps  be  volcanic.  At 
prefent  it  is  wholly  covered  with  the  richeft  groves,  like 
the  reft  of  the  ifland.  The  abundance  of  frefh  water  in  the  • 
pond,  is  an  advantage  which  the  people  of  Namoka  enjoy 
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in  preference  to  thofe  of  Tonga-Tabboo ; but  it  does  not 
appear  that  they  bathe  fo  regularly  as  the  Taheitians,  per- 
haps becaufe  the  ftagnant  water  is  not  very  inviting.  Its 
advantage  is  however  fo  much  felt,  that  the  natives  brought 
it  to  the  (hip  in  calabafhes,  and  did  the  fame  to  Tafman, 
which  implies  that  it  is  looked  upon  as  a valuable  article 
among  them.  The  abundance  of  water,  and  the  richncfs 
of  the  foil  likewife  feems  to  be  the  reafon,  that  bread-fruit 
and  (haddock  trees  are  much  more  frequent,  and  all  vege- 
tation infinitely  more  luxuriant  than  on  Tonga-Tabboo. 

The  fences  on  that  account  are  not  laid  out,  and  kept  up 
with  that  extreme  regularity,  though  they  are  ftill  preferved 
in  part.  The  long  walks  of  fruit-trees,  and  the  delightful 
green  turf  under  them,  were  rather  to  be  compared  to  the 
richeft  fpots  on  Ea  oowhe,  or  Middleburg  Ifland.  The 
tufted  arbours  which  vaulted  over  the  paths,  are  hung  with 
beautiful  flowers  of  all  kinds,  many  of  which  filled  the 
air  with  fragrance.  The  variety  of  feenes  formed  by  many 
little  rifings,  and  different  groups  of  houfes  and  trees,  to- 
gether with  the  lagoons,  confpire  to  adorn  this  ifland.  The 
fowls  and  hogs  which  we  faw  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
every  dwelling,  the  prodigious  number  of  (haddocks  which 
lay  under  every  tree,  hardly  noticed  by  the  natives,  and  the 
quantities  of  yams  which  filled  their  houfes,  gave  a piiflure 
of  abundance  and  affluence  which  delighted  the  eye  and 
comforted  the  heart.  At  fight  of  a plenteous  profpeff, 
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human  nature  feels  an  inftinttivc  fatisfattion,  and  good 
humour  and  joy  are  foon  revived  in  the  moll  dejefted  breaft. 
Amidft  the  difmal  feenes  of  our  voyage,  thefe  intervening 
moments  are  remarkably  contrallcd,  and  therefore  had  a 
great  effedt  upon  us.  It  is  fo  natural  to  dwell  upon  pleaf- 
ing  fubjedis,  that  I hope,  I need  not  apologize  for  my 
frequent  deferiptions  ; and  I mull  refer  the  reader  to  Mr. 
Hodges’s  view  in  the  interior  parts  of  Namoka,  which  will 
give  an  idea  of  a farm  in  that  ifland.  It  is  engraved  and 
inferted  in  captain  Cook’s  account  of  this  voyage. 

The  natives,  who  were  happy  enough  to  call  thefe  fertile 
groves  their  own,  did  not  appear  to  me  to  differ  in  any 
refpctff  from  thofe  of  Tonga-Tabboo,  and  Ea  oowhe.  Their 
ftature  was  middle  fized,  their  colour  a bright  chefnut  brown, 
and  their  whole  body  well  proportioned,  without  being  cor- 
pulent. Their  punftures,  their  drefs,  the  cuftoms  of  clipping 
the  beard,  and  powdering  the  hair,  their  arms,  utenfils,  and 
canoes,  their  language  and  manners  were  exadtly  fuch  as 
we  had  noticed  at  Tonga-Tabboo.  But  in  the  fhort  time 
which  we  Raid  on  their  ifland,  we  could  not  obferve  any 
fubordination  among  them,  though  this  had  ftrongly  cha- 
radterifed  the  natives  of  Tonga-Tabboo,  who  feemed  to 
defeend  even  to  fervility  in  their  obeifance  to  their  king. 
At  Namoka  we  could  not  diftinguifli  any  perfons  of  fuperior 
rank  or  authority,  unlefs  we  except  the  man,  whom  our 
failors  called  a Cuftom-houfe  officer,  and  who  infpefted  all 
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the  canoes  which  came  to  the  fliin.  The  woman  who  fent 

1 JME. 

for  the  Rolen  things,  appeared  alfo  to  have  fome  fway 
among  them and  fince  there  is  reafon  to  fuppofc,  that 
women  whofe  hair  are  allowed  to  grow  long,  have  fome 
prerogatives  above  the  reR  in  the  South  Sea  *,  Mr.  Patton's 
friendly  benefaftrefs  feems  to  have  been  a lady  of  a fu- 
perior  clafs,  which  her  whole  deportment  confirmed.  She 
was  the  only  woman  with  long  hair  whom  wc  faw  on  the 
ifland.  I am  far  from  concluding  that  the  people  of  Na- 
moka  have  no  fixed  government  j on  the  contrary,  their 
vicinity  and  fimilarity  to  other  iflanders,  amongfi  whom  a 
monarchical  government  takes  place,  and  the  example  of 
all  the  other  iflanders  of  the  South  Sea  which  former  navi- 
gators have  examined,  give  the  greatefl  room  to  fuppofe 
the  fame  exifling  there.  The  general  coincidence  of  their 
manners  with  thofe  of  Tonga-Tabboo,  flrongly  prove  that 
they  have  the  fame  origin,  and  probably  the  fame  religious 
notions  ; but  notwithRanding  this  agreement,  I never  found 
a jayelooka  or  burying- place,  during  my  rambles  upon  Na- 
moka,  nor  did  any  one  of  our  fliipmates  meet  with  a place 
in  any  wife  refembling  the  burying-places  which  we  found 
at  Tonga-Tabboo. 

It  appears,  from  the  accounts  of  former  voyagers,  that 
between  the  meridians  of  17  o°  eaR  from  Greenwich,  and 

* See  vol.  I.  p.  317. 
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i 8o°,  there  is  a great  number  of  iflands,  from  the  i oth  to 
the  2 ad  degree  of  latitude;  all  which,  as  far  as  they  are 
known,  feem  to  be  inhabited  by  one  race  of  people,  who 
fpeak  the  fame  dialect  of  the  South  Sea  tongue,  and  have  the 
fame  focial  and  mercantile  difpofition.  All  thefe  then  might 
be  added  to  the  Friendly  Iflands.  They  are  in  general  remark- 
ably well  inhabited,  particularly  thofe  which  we  vifited. 
Tonga-Tabboo  is  almoft  one  continual  garden,  and  Ea- 
ootve,  Namoka,  and  the  adjacent  iflands,  are  fome  of  the 
mod  fertile  fpots  in  the  Pacific  Ocean.  We  fhall  therefore 
be  extremely  moderate  in  our  calculation,  if  we  fuppofe  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  all  thefe  iflands  does  not  exceed 
200,000  perfons.  Their  healthy  climate,  and  its  excellent 
productions,  keep  them  free  from  thofe  numerous  difeafes, 
to  which  we  fall  an  eafy  prey,  and,  according  to  their  plain 
and  firaple  notions,  fatisfy  all  their  -wants.  Their  progrefs 
in  the  arts,  beyond  other  nations  in  the  South  Sea,  and  par- 
ticularly their  refinement  in  mufic,  ferve  to  pafs  away  their 
'•  time  agreeably,  and  give  them  tafte  to  acknowledge  and 
difeern  the  beauties  of  their  own  exquifite  forms,  from 
whence  one  of  the  flrongeft  ties  of  fociety  is  derived.  Their 
general  turn  is  aCtive  and  induftrious,  but  their  behaviour 
to  ftrangers  more  polite  than  cordial.  Their  peculiar  pro- 
penfity  to  trade  feems  to  have  fubllituted  this  infincere  civi- 
lity, in  the  room  of  real  friendfhip,  from  thofe  interefted 
and  mercenary  principles  which  commerce  infpircs.  Both 
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thefe  cha rafters  are  in  direft  oppofition  to  tliofe  of  the  Ta- 
heitians,  who  delight  in  an  indolent  life,  and  are  too  hearty 
in  their  affeftions  to  confine  them  to  outward  fliew  and 
fpecious  appearances.  However  there  are  many  luxurious 
individuals  (arreoys)  at  the  Society  Iflands,  wbofe  moral 
charafter  appears  to  be  fomewhat  depraved  •,  whilft  the  peo- 
ple of  the  Friendly  Iflands  feem  to  be  ignorant  of  vices, 
which  can  only  have  arifen  from  a fuperior  degree  of  opu- 
lence. 

The  canoes  which  accompanied  us  from  Namoka  re- 
turned at  noon  to  fcveral  low  iflands,  all  which  feemed  to 
be  well  inhabited  and  fertile,  like  fo  many  beautiful  gar- 
dens. After  dinner  the  wind  became  contrary,  and  abated, 
fo  that  we  rather  loft  than  gained  ground.  A few  canoes 
came  up  with  us  again,  for  the  natives  fpared  no  labour  to 
obtain  our  nails  and  rags  of  cloth.  Towards  evening  we 
were  furrounded  by  a little  fleet,  and  the  trade  was  very 
brifk,  chiefly  for  the  utenfils  and  arms  of  the  iflanders, 
which  arc  made  with  remarkable  neatnefs. 

The  canoes  returned  once  more  to  us  the  next  morning,  Thurfd»y 
putting  off  at  day-break  from  all  the  little  iflands  in  fight. 

Their  appearance  and  their  failing  afforded  us  much  enter- 
tainment. Before  the  wind  they  go  extremely  fwift,  being 
well  contrived  for  that  purpofe,  and  their  broad  triangular 
fail  gives  them  a very  pifturefque  form  at  a diftancc.  We 
left  them  in  a fhort  time,  when  the  breeze  frefhened,  and 
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failed  towards  the  two  high  iflands,  which  we  had  difeo- 
vered  whilft  we  lay  at  anchor.  In  the  afternoon  three  ca- 
noes came  up  with  us  again  ; and  one  of  them,  with  5 o 
men  on  board,  traded  with  us  juft  as  we  were  in  the  narrow 
paftage  between  both  iflands.  The  larger,  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  which  is  called  Tofooa,  appeared  to  be  inhabited. 
Some  of  the  natives  on  board  our  (hip  told  us  it  had  frefh 
water,  together  with  coco-nut,  banana,  and  bread-fruit  trees. 
We  faw  indeed  a number  of  palms,  and  a great  quantity  of 
the  club-wood.  The  whole  ifland,  though  fteep,  was  in 
fame  places  covered  with  verdure  or  Qirubbery.  Towards  the 
fca,  and  efpecially  towards  the  other  ifland,  the  rocks  feemed 
burnt,  and  black  fand  covered  the  fliore.  We  approached 
within  a cable's  length  of  it,  but  found  a depth  of  eighty 
fathom,  which  prevented  our  coming  to  an  anchor.  The 
rocks  towards  the  paflage,  which  was  not  above  a mile 
acrofs,  were  cavernous,  and  in  fame  places  had  a rude  co- 
lumnar fliape.  The  day  was  fomewhat  hazy,  and  the  top 
of  the  ifland  was  therefore  covered  with  clouds.  The  fmoke 
however  rolled  up  with  impetuofity,  and  feemed,  before  we 
had  palled  the  ftrait,  to  iflue  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
mountain.  As  faon  as  we  had  palled  it,  it  appeared  to  arife 
from  the  fide  which  we  had  juft  left.  This  deception 
proves,  that  the  top  of  the  mountain  was  hollow,  or  formed 
a crater,  from  whence  the  vapour  was  thrown  up.  There 
was  a fpot  on  the  N.  W.  fide  of  the  ifland,  fomewhat  below 
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the  place  where  we  faw  the  fmoke  come  out,  which  had 
the  appearance  of  being  lately  burnt : it  was  deftitute  of 
verdure,  though  the  mountain  on  both  hdes  of  it  was  co- 
vered with  various  plants.  When  we  came  exadlly  into 
the  line  in  which  the  fmoke  was  carried  by  the  wind,  we 
had  a fmall  fliowcr  of  rain,  and  many  of  us  felt  it  very 
biting  and  Iharp,  when  it  dropped  into  our  eyes.  It  is 
probable  from  thence,  that  it  carried  down  with  it  fome 
particles  which  the  volcano  had  ejeded.  The  wind  being 
at  S.  S.  E.  and  freflicning,  we  left  this  ifland,  without  being 
able  to  make  any  farther  obfervations  upon  it ; though  it 
well  deferved  the  attention  of  the  learned,  who  make  the 
revolutions  which  our  globe  has  undergone,  the  objeft  of 
their  ufcful  and  curious  enquiries. 

We  failed  to  the  W.  S.  W.  and  continued  the  famecourfc 
all  the  next  day.  The  following  day,  very  near  noon,  we 
difeovered  land,  which,  from  the  direction  of  our  track,  had 
never  been  feen  by  other  navigators.  We  ran  toward  it, 
and  before  night  approached  pretty  near  it ; but  found 
breakers  before  us,  which  obliged  us  to  tack  all  night,  for 
fear  of  an  accident.  Several  lights  which  appeared  on 
fliore  as  foon  as  it  was  dark,  announced  to  us  that  the  ifland 
was  inhabited. 

The  next  morning  we  bore  down  upon  it  again,  and 
came  round  its  eaft  end.  It  appeared  to  be  about  feven 
miles  long,  and  had  two  fmall  hills  of  very  gentle  afeenr, 
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wholly  covered  with  woods,  like  the  reft  of  the  ifland. 
One  end  Hoped  into  a flat  point,  on  which  we  obferved  fine 
grove*  of  coco-palms,  and  fruit-trees,  together  with  houfes 
in  their  (hade.  A fine  fandy  beach  furrounded  the  fhorr, 
and  at  the  diftance  of  half  a mile,  a coral  reef  cncompafled 
the  eaft  fide  of  the  ifland,  which  at  the  points  projected  near 
two  miles  from  the  Ihore.  On  this  reef  we  foon  perceived 
five  blackifli-brown  men,  with  clubs  in  their  hands,  looking 
at  us  very  attentively.  We  hoifted  a boat  out,  and  fent  the 
mafter  to  found  an  opening  between  the  reefs  which  we 
faw  before  us.  He  went  on  through  the  entrance  towards 
the  fhore,  where  we  obferved  upwards  of  thirty  inhabitants 
fitting.  Amongft  them  ten  or  twelve  were  armed  with 
fpears  ; but  as  foon  as  our  boat  came  near,  they  hauled  a 
canoe  into  the  woods,  which  had  brought  their  five  men  to 
and  from  the  reef,  and  all  ran  off  when  the  mafter  landed. 
He  laid  fomc  nails,  a knife,  and  a few  medals  on  the  fandy 
beach,  and  returned  on  board,  to  acquaint  the  captain  that 
there  was  no  bottom  in  the  entrance  of  the  reef,  and  not 
fufficicnt  depth  within  it.  He  had  obferved  a dozen  or 
more  large  turtles  fwimming  in  the  harbour;  but  being 
deftitutc  of  harpoons,  or  other  inftruments,  could  not  ftrike 
any  of  them.  Our  boat  was  hoifted  in  again,  and  the 
hopes  of  botanizing  on  this  ifland  were  entirely  fruftrated. 
We  continued  (landing  along  its  reef,  on  which  wc  obferved 
fo  me  large  Angle  rocks  of  coral,  near  fifteen  feet  above  the 
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(furface  of  the  water,  narrow  at  the  bafc,  and  fpreading  out  jj7^ 
at  the  top.  Whether  an  earthquake  had  raifcd  them  fo 
high  out  of  the  fea,  in  which  they  muft  have  been  formed, 
or  whether  fome  other  caufe  ought  to  be  affigned  for  this 
curious  faft,  remains  to  be  determined. 

A few  miles  to  the  wdlward  of  the  ifland  we  found  a 
great  circular  reef  of  coral,  including  a lagoon.  It  was 
fufpetflcd  that  this  lagoon  might  be  the  abode  of  turtles, 
and  two  boats  were  hoifted  out  in  the  afternoon  to  go  in 
quell  of  them.  The  filhery  proved  very  unfuccefsful,  not 
a Angle  turtle  being  feen,  and  the  crew  hoilled  the  boats  in 
again  before  funfet.  We  then  left  this  new  difcovery, 
which  was  named  Turtle  Ifland,  and  is  fituated  in  1 90  48’ S. 
and  178°  a'W. 

We  ran  to  the  W.  S.  W.  with  a frefh  trade-wind  by  day, 
but  tacked  every  night.  No  birds  attended  us  on  this 
courfc,  except  now  and  then  a white  booby,  or  a man  of 
war  bird.  The  fair  weather,  the  yams  of  Namoka,  and 
the  hope  of  making  new  difeoveries  in  this  part  of  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  which  had  never  been  vifited  before,  kept  us  all 
in  very  good  fpirits. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  having  reached  nearly  176°  E.  and 
being  in  10"  S.  we  changed  our  courfe  to  the  N.  W.  Our 
frelh  gale  continued  without  any  change  till  the  1 3th,  wCdn«rd.  13. 
when  it  was  fomewhat  abated,  and  a few  drops  of  rain  fell 
both  at  night  and  in  the  morning.  The  fecond  anniverfary 
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jJJ*  of  our  departure  from  England,  which  happened  on  this  day, 
was  celebrated  by  the  failors  with  their  ufual  mirth.  They 
drank  plentifully,  having  faved  a part  of  their  daily  allow- 
ance, for  this  folcmn  occafion,  and  drowned  every  gloomy 
idea  in  grog,  the  mariner’s  Lethe.  One  of  them,  of  a fa- 
natical turn,  compofed  a hymn  on  the  occafion,  as  lie  had 
done  the  firft  year  ■,  and  after  ferioufly  exhorting  his  fellows 
to  repentance,  fat  down  and  hugged  the  bottle  heartily  ; but 
like  all  the  reft,  he  proved  unequal  to  the  conflict,  and  funk 
under  the  powerful  influence  of  his  adverfary. 

The  wind  frefliened  very  much  the  two  following  days, 
and  on  the  third  the  weather  became  hazy,  with  fhowera  of 
rain.  A calabafli,  which  we  obferved  drifting  pad  the  Chip, 
feemed  to  indicate  the  near  approach  of  land  ; and  indeed  a 
few  hours  after,  about  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  on  the 
Saturday  16.  i 6 th,  we  made  it  at  a little  diftance  before  us,  being  high, 
and  of  confidcrable  extent.  The  gale  encreafed  towards 
night,  and  the  (hip  rolled  very  much  j the  rains  were  in- 
ceflant  at  the  fame  time,  and  coming  through  the  decks 
into  our  cabins,  thoroughly  foaked  our  books,  doaths,  and 
beds,  depriving  us  of  reft.  The  fame  heavy  gales,  with 
bad  weather,  continued  all  the  next  day,  and  fo  involved  the 
land  in  clouds,  that  we  could  fcarce  difeern  it,  but  were 
forced  to  (land  off  and  on.  This  weather  was  the  more 
difagrccable,  as  it  was  unexpected  in  a fea,  which  has  al- 
ways been  termed  Pacific.  It  proves,  that  no  entire  reliance 
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may  be  had  upon  general  denominations  * and,  that  though 
ftorms  and  hurricanes  arc  perhaps  very  feldorn  felt  in  this 
ocean,  yet  it  is  not  wholly  free  from  them.  Its  weflern 
part  is  particularly  known  for  drong  gales.  When  captain 
Pedro  Fernandez  de  Quiros  left  his  Tierra  del  Efpiritu  Santo  •, 
when  M.  de  Bougainville  was  on  the  coall  of  the  Louiftade  \ 
and  when  captain  Cook,  in  the  Endeavour,  explored  the 
eadern  coaft  of  New  Holland,  each  of  them  met  with 
dormy  weather.  Perhaps  it  may  be  owing  to  the  large 
lands  which  are  fituated  in  this  part  of  the  ocean  } at  lead  it 
is  known,  that  the  Hated  winds  of  the  torrid  zone  become 
variable  in  the  neighbourhood  of  high  and  extenfive 
coafts. 

The  weather  was  a little  clearer  the  next  morning,  fo 
that  we  could  venture  to  run  in  Ihore.  We  didinguifhed 
two  idands,  which  were  the  Whitfun  and  Aurora  Idands, 
of  M.  de  Bougainville,  and  ran  for  the  northern  extremity  of 
the  latter. 

Thus,  after  fpending  two  years  in  viliting  the  difeoveries 
of  former  voyagers,  in  rectifying  their  midakes,  and  in 
combating  vulgar  errors,  we  began  the  third,  by  in- 
vedigating  a group  of  idands  which  the  French  navigator, 
preflfed  by  necedity,  and  ill  fitted  out,  had  left  with  preci- 
pitation. It  was  referved  for  this  lad  year  to  teem  in  new 
difeoveries,  and  to  make  amends  for  the  two  fird.  We  had, 
it  is  true,  no  reafon  to  complain,  fince  mod  of  the  countries 
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\ve  had  vifitcd,  were  fcarcely  known  to  the  world,  from  the 
vague  ind  unphilofophical  accounts  of  the  difcot/erers. 
We  had  room  to  make  a variety  of  obfervations  on  men  and 
manners,  which,  though  they  ought  to  be  the  firft  objects  of 
travellers,  have  ftill  been  poftponed,  even  by  thofc  who  have 
aimed  at  being  lodked  upon  by  the  world  as  the  molt  en- 
lightened. But,  as  mankind  are  ever  captivated  by  the 
charms  of  novelty,  the  hiftory  of  our  tranfaftions,  during  the 
enfuing  months,  will  have  that  advantage  at  leaft  to  recom- 
mend it  to  their  attention. 
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CHAP.  I. 

An  account  of  our  JJay  at  Mallicollo,  and  difcovery  of  the  New 

Hebrides. 

■f  T 7 E reached  the  north-point  of  Aurora  ifland  at  eight 
’ ^ in  the  morning,  on  the  i 8th  of  July,  and  palling  MoadJT  '** 
very  dofe  to  it,  obferved  vaft  numbers  of  coco-nut-palms 
on  all  parts  of  it,  not  excepting  the  high  ridges  of  the 
ifland.  The  whole,  as  far  as  a thick  haze  permitted  us  to 
fee,  was  clad  in  thick  forefts  which  had  a pleafing,  but 
wild  appearance.  My  father  had  a momcntancous  glimpfe 
of  a fmall  rocky  peak  to  the  northward,  which  M.  Bougain- 
ville calls  Pic  de  l’Etoile,  or  Pic  d’Averdi  5 but  the  clouds 
which  moved  with  great  velocity  foon  involved  it.  By  the 
help  of  glafles  fome  natives  were  feen  on  Aurora,  and  as 
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we  approached  nearer,  we  heard  them  calling  to  one  an- 
other. Having  palled  the  north  end  of  Aurora,  we  Hood 
to  the  fouthvvard  along  its  weftern  coall,  as  far  as  the  wind 
would  permit,  which  blew  more  foutherly  than  cafterly. 
We  had  only  this  advantage,  that  being  fheltered  by  the 
land  on  all  (ides,  the  water  was  remarkably  fmootb,  though 
the  gale  continued.  The  illand  which  M.  de  Bougainville 
named  the  Iflc  of  Lepers,  was  right  a-hcad  of  us,  and  we 
palled  the  day  in  tacking  between  it  and  Aurora.  At  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  approached  within  a mile  and 
a half  of  the  former,  and  in  fpitc  of  the  clouds  which 
relied  on  its  heights,  faw  fo  much  of  the  lower  grounds, 
that  we  had  reafon  to  think  it  a very  fertile  illand.  The 
place  where  we  approached  it  was  very  deep,  nor  could  we 
find  bottom  wiih  one  hundred  and  twenty  fathoms.  How- 
ever, the  north  eaft  point  was  lower,  and  covered  with  all 
forts  of  trees.  The  palms  in  particular  were  innumerable, 
and  to  our  furprize  grew  on  the  hills,  where  we  had  never 
feen  them  in  other  illands.  Several  confiderable  cafcadcs 
rulhed  down  the  precipices  into  the  fea,  amidft  fhrubberies 
which  formed  as  rich  an  ornament  as  in  the  landfcapcs  of 
Dufky  Bay.  Having  put  about,  we  obferved  a turtle  fleeping 
on  the  water,  which  the  violence  of  the  wind  did  not  feem 
to  alFetR.  We  tacked  all  night  in  order  to  gain  to  the  fouth- 
ward,  being  delirous  of  palling  between  the  Ille  of  Lepers 
and  Aurora.  We  came  clofe  under  the  former  again  at 
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eight  in  the  morning.  Having  put  about,  a fmall  canoe 
ventured  out  with  a Angle  man  in  it.  We  made  a fhort  ’* 

trip,  and  returned  towards  the  fhore,  where  three  men  in 
another  canoe  were  preparing  to  come  to  us.  Several  peo- 
ple fat  on  the  rocks  and  projecting  bluff  points.  Some  were 
blackened  from  the  head  downwards,  as  far  as  the  bread ; 
they  had  fomething  white  on  their  heads,  but  went  naked, 
with  a rope  about  the  waid.  Only  one  of  them  had  a 
cloth  acrofs  one  fhoulder,  which  came  under  the  oppofite 
arm  like  a fcarf,  and  then  round  his  loins  ; it  feemed  to 
be  of  a dirty  white  with  a reddilh  border.  All  thefe  peo- 
ple were  of  a dark  brown  colour,  and  armed  with  bows 
and  long  arrows.  Thofe  who  came  off  in  canoes,  came 
very  near  us,  talking  loud  and  unintelligibly  for  fome  time, 
but  condantly  refufed  to  come  on  board.  Having  been 
obliged  to  put  about  the  (hip,  they  left  us,  and  returned  to 
their  countrymen  on  fliore.  In  feveral  places  we  obferved 
reeds  like  hurdles,  danding  up  between  the  rocks,  which 
feemed  to  be  fo  placed  in  order  to  catch  fidi. 

We  now  approached  the  ide  of  Aurora,  where  we  ob- 
ferved a fine  beach,  and  the  mod  luxuriant  vegetation  that 
can  be  conceived.  The  whole  country  was  woody  } num- 
berlcfs  climbers  ran  up  the  highed  trees,  and  forming  gar- 
lands and  fedoons  between  them,  embellifhcd  the  feene. 

A neat  plantation  fenced  with  reeds,  dood  on  the  dope  of 
the  hill,  and  a beautiful  cafcade  poured  down  through  the 
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jJZv.  adjacent  forcft.  About  two  o'clock  three  canoes  came  ofF 
from  the  ifland  of  Aurora,  when  we  were  clofe  in  fhore, 
hut  as  we  could  not  ftay  for  them,  they  returned  like  thofc 
of  Lepers  Ifland.  The  ifland  of  Aurora  is  about  twelve 
leagues  long,  but  not  above  five  mile3  broad  in  any  part, 
lying  nearly  north  and  fouth.  The  middle  is  in  i$°  6'  S. 
and  1 68°  24  E.  Its  mountain  or  ridge  is  Iharp,  and  of 
confidcrablc  height.  Whitfun  Ifland,  which  lies  about 
four  miles  to  the  fouth  of  it,  runs  in  the  fame  diredlion, 
and  is  of  the  fame  length,  but  appears  to  be  fomewhat 
broader  at  its  northern  extremity.  Its  middle  lies  in  1 5 0 
4 s'  S.  and  in  1 68°  28'  call  longitude.  The  Iflc  of  Lepers 
is  alrnoft  as  large  as  Aurora,  but  of  greater  breadth,  and 
its  fituation  is  nearly  eaft  and  weft  ; the  middle  lies  in  15° 
2 o'  fouth,  and  id8°  3' eaft. 

Whitfun  Ifland,  as  well  as  the  Ifle  of  Lepers,  having 
more  Hoping  expofures  than  Aurora,  appear  to  be  better 
inhabited,  and  to  contain  more  plantations.  At  night  we 
obferved  many  fires  on  them,  particularly  the  firft,  where 
they  extended  to  the  tops  of  the  hills.  This  circumftance 
feems  to  prove,  that  they  live  in  great  meafure  on  agricul- 
ture ; and  fincc  they  have  but  few  canoes,  and  their  fliores 
very  ftcep,  fifhing  does  not  feem  to  employ  them  fo  much 
as  other  iflanders. 

Wcdi«rd.  ao.  The  ifland  which  M.  de  Bougainville  has  placed  to  the 
fouthward  of  Whitfun  Ifland,  came  in  fight  the  next 
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morning,  but  was  (till  fo  much  involved  in  clouds,  that  wc  JJJ* 
could  not  diftinguifla  its  form  or  height.  We  palled  all 
that  day  in  working  to  windward,  which  we  performed 
with  better  fuccefs,  as  the  gale  had  a little  abated. 

The  next  morning  we  had  moderate  and  fair  weather,  Thursday  11. 
and  faw  M.  dc  Bougainville’s  fouthern  ifland  very  diftin&ly. 

There  was  a pallage  between  it  and  the  fouth  end  of  Whit- 
fun  Ifland,  about  fix  miles  in  breadth.  A long  low  point 
extended  from  this  fouthern  ifland  to  the  eaftward ; and 
all  its  north  fide,  though  ftcep  towards  the  fea,  rofe  from 
thence  with  a gentle  and  gradual  afeent  to  the  higheft 
mountains  in  the  centre.  In  the  mountains,  which  were 
flill  covered  with  clouds,  we  obferved  fome  volumes,  as  it 
appeared,  of  fmoke,  which  indicated  a volcano.  This 
ifland  is  about  feven  leagues  in  length,  and  its  middle  lies 
in  1 6 0 1 s'  S.  and  i 6 8 ° 2 o'  E. 

Later  in  the  day  we  difeovered  land  to  the  wellward, 
which  proved  to  be  the  fouth-wcllernmoft  land  feen  by  M. 
de  Bougainville.  We  advanced  towards  ir,  overjoyed  with 
the  variety  of  new  iflands  which  prefented  thcmfclves  to  our 
view.  Having  reached  the'N.  W.  end  of  the  former  ifland, 
on  which  we  fufpefted  a volcano,  we  were  convinced  of  its 
cxillcnce,  by  columns  of  white  fmoke,  which  rolled  up  with 
great  violence  from  the  fummit  of  an  inland  mountain. 

The  whole  fouth  weft  coaft  of  this  ifland  floped  into  a very 
fine  and  extenfive  plain,  on  which  innumerable  fmokes 
arofe,  between  the  richcft  groves  which  our  eyes  had  be- 
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held  fince  our  departure  from  Taheitee.  The  populoufncfs 
of  the  country  was  ftrongly  evinced  by  its  fertile  appear- 
ance, and  by  the  number  of  fires.  We  opened  two  other 
iflands  to  the  fouth -call ward,  after  parting  the  weft  end  of 
this  land,  one  of  which  was  a very  high  peak,  which  looked 
like  a volcanic  mountain.  Another  ifland,  with  three  high 
hills,  alfo  appeared  to  the  fouth,  at  a great  diftance.  The 
weftern  land,  towards  which  we  failed,  was  not  lefs  beauti- 
ful than  that  which  we  left.  Its  groves  had  the  richeft 
tints  of  verdure,  and  coco-palms  were  fcattcred  between 
them  in  vaft  numbers.  The  mountains  rofe  far  inland^ 
and  before  them  lay  feveral  lower  grounds,  all  covered  with 
woods,  and  bounded  by  a fine  beach.  At  noon  we  came 
clofe  in  Ihore,  and  faw  many  natives  wading  into  the  water 
to  the  waift,  having  clubs  in  their  hands,  but  waving  green 
boughs,  the  univerfal  figns  of  peace.  One  of  them  had  a 
fpear,  and  another  a bow  and  arrows.  Contrary  to  their 
expectations,  and  perhaps  their  wifhes,  we  put  about  again. 
However  after  dinner  two  boats  were  hoifted  out,  and  fent 
to  found  in  a little  harbour,  which  we  obferved  from  the 
fliip.  The  whole  fouth  point  of  this  little  bay,  which  was 
bounded  by  a coral  reef,  was  lined  by  feveral  hundred  in- 
habitants, of  whom  a few  ventured  out  in  their  canoes  to- 
wards the  fliip  and  the  boats.  They  did  not  approach  near 
the  fhip  whilft  flic  ftaid  out  at  fca  ; but  the  boats  having 
made  the  fignal  for  good  anchorage,  we  came  in  after  them, 
into  a narrow  harbour,  with  reefs  at  the  entrance,  but 

which 


. Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


20  S 


which  feemed  to  go  inland  to  a conftdcrablc 'dillance.  Our 
boats  returned  on  board,  and  the  officer  acquainted  the  cap- 
tain, that  the  natives  had  come  within  a few  yards  in  their 
canoes,  but  had  not  offered  the  lead  infult  ; on  the  contrary, 
they  had  waved  green  boughs,  and  dipping  their  hands 
into  fait  water,  had  poured  it  on  their  heads.  This  com- 
pliment our  officer  returned,  much  to  their  fatisfadlion,  it 
being  probably  a Ggn  of  friendfhip.  They  now  approached 
the  fhip  in  their  canoes,  waving  green  plants,  particularly 
the  leaves  of  the  dracana  terminalis,  and  of  a beautiful  croton 
viriegatum,  and  repeating  the  word  Tomarr  or  Tomarro  con- 
tinually, which  feemed  to  be  an  expreffion  equivalent  to 
the  Taheitian  Tayo  (friend.)  The  greater  part  of  them 
were  however  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  and  a few 
with  fpears  ; being  thus  prepared,  at  all  events,  both  for 
peace  and  war.  By  degrees  they  ventured  near  the  fhip, 
and  received  a few  pieces  of  Taheitee  cloth,  which  they  ea- 
gerly accepted.  Prefently  they  handed  up  fomc  of  their  ar- 
rows in  exchange  ; at  firll  fuch  as  were  pointed  with  wood 
only,  but  foon  after  even  fuch  as  were  armed  with  points  of 
bone,  and  daubed  with  a black  gummy  fluff,  on  which 
account  we  fufpefted  them  to  be  poifoned.  A young  Ta- 
heitian puppy  was  therefore  wounded  in  the  leg  with  one 
of  thefe  arrows,  to  try  its  effedl ; but  wc  perceived  no  dan- 
gerous fymptoms. 

The  language  of  thefe  people  was  fo  utterly  different 
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from  all  the  South  Sea  dialects  which  we  had  hitherto 
heard,  that  wc  could  not  undcrlland  a Angle  word  of  it.  It 
was  much  harllicr  than  any  of  them,  and  the  r,  r,  cl,  and 
other  confonants  abounded  in  it.  The  people  themfelves 
differed  from  any  that  we  had  hitherto  feen.  They  were  all 
remarkably  Render,  and  in  general  did  not  exceed  five  feet 
four  inches  in  height.  Their  limbs  were  often  indifferently 
proportioned,  their  legs  and  arms  long  and  Aim,  their  co- 
lour a blackifh  brown,  and  their  hair  black,  frizzled  and 
woolly.  Their  features  were  more  extraordinary  than  all 
the  reft.  They  had  the  flat  broad  nofe  and  projecting 
cheek  bones  of  a Negroe,  and  a very  fliort  forehead,  which 
had  fometimes  an  unufual  direction,  being  fomething  more 
depreffed  than  in  well-formed  men.  Many  of  them  were 
befides  this  painted  with  a black  colour  in  the  face  and 
over  the  breaft,  which  disfigured  them  more  than  their  na- 
tural uglinefs.  A few  had  a fmall  cap  on  the  head,  made 
of  matted  work,  but  all  went  (lark  naked,  and  tied  a rope 
fo  fall  round  their  belly,  that  it  made  a deep  notch.  Molt 
other  nations  invent  fome  kind  of  covering,  from  motives 
of  fliamc  ; but  here  a roll  of  cloth  continually  faflened  to 
the  belt,. rather  difplays  than  conceals,  and  is  the  very  oppo- 
fite  of  modefly. 

They  continued  about  the  fliip,  talking  with  great  voci- 
feration, but  at  the  fame  time  in  fitch  a good-humoured 
manner,  that  we  were  much  entertained.  We  had  no 
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fboncr  looked  at  one  of  them,  that  he  began  to  chatter  with-  j”v. 
out  referve,  and  grinned  almoft  like  Milton’s  Death.  This 
circumflance,  together  with  their  (lender  form,  their  ugly 
features,  and  their  black  colour,  often  provoked  us  to  make 
an  ill-natured  comparifon  between  them  and  monkies.  We 
fhould  be  forty,  however,  to  fupply  Rouffeau,  or  the  fuper*- 
Licial  philofophers  who  re-echo  his  maxims,  with  the  flia- 
dow  of  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  Orang-outang  fyftcm. 

We  rather  pity  than  defpife  thefe  men,  who  can  fo  far  for- 
get and  abufe  their  own  intellectual  faculties,  as  to  degrade 
themfclvcs  to  the  rank  of  baboons. 

When  it  was  dark  the  natives  returned  on  fhore,  where 
they  made  a number  of  fires,  and  were  heard  fpeaking  as 
loud  among  thcmfclves  as  they  had  done  to  us.  About 
eight,  however,  they  all  returned  to  the  fliip  in  their  canoes, 
with  burning  firebrands,  in  order  to  have  another  conver- 
fation.  On  their  part  they  carried  it  on  with  furpriGng  fpi- 
rit,  but  we  did  not  reply  with  equal  volubility.  The  even- 
ing was  very  fine  and  calm,  and  the  moon  drone  out  at 
times.  Seeing  that  we  were  not  fo  talkative  as  themfelvcs, 
they  offered  to  fell  us  their  arrows  and  other  trifles ; but 
captain  Cook  prohibited  the  trade,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
them.  We  were  furprifed  with  their  behaviour,  it  being 
unufual  to  fee  any  Indians  awake  and  active  about  the  fhip 
after  funfet.  Some  thought  they  only  came  as  fpics,  to  fee 
whether  wTc  were  upon  our  guard ; but  their  inoffenfive  be- 
haviour 
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j”4;  haviour  feemed  to  free  them  from  this  fufpicion.  When 
they  found  us  rcfolved  not  to  barter  with  them,  they  re. 
treated  to  the  fliore  towards  midnight.  We  heard  them 
finging  and  beating  their  drums  all  night,  and  could  ob- 
ferve  them  fometimes  dancing  ; fo  that  we  concluded  they 
were  of  a very  chcarful  difpofition. 

FiiJjy  ii.  They  gave  us  very  little  refpite  in  the  morning.  At 
day  break  they  came  off  in  their  canoes,  and  began  to  call 
to  us,  frequently  intermixing  the  word  Tomarr  in  their 
noify  fpeeches.  Four  or  five  of  them  came  on  board  the 
fhip  without  any  arms  : they  foon  became  familiar,  and 
with  the  greateft  cafe  climbed  up  the  (hrouds  to  the  malt- 
head.  When  they  came  down  again,  the  captain  took  them 
' into  his  cabin,  and  gave  them  prefents  of  medals,  ribbons, 
nails,  and  pieces  of  red  baize.  They  were  the  moll  intel- 
ligent people  we  had  ever  met  with  in  the  South  Seas  ; they 
underftood  our  figns  and  geftures,  as  if  they  had  been  long 
acquainted  with  them,  and  in  a few  minutes  taught  us  a 
great  number  of  their  words.  Their  language  was  really 
as  we  had  immediately  fufpedted,  wholly  diftintfl  from  that 
general  language,  of  which  fevcral  dialedls  are  fpoken  at 
the  Society  Ifles,  the  Marquefas,  the  Friendly  Hies,  the  Low 
Iflands,  Eafter  Ifland,  and  New  Zeeland.  It  wras  not  diffi- 
cult to  pronounce,  but  contained  more  confonants  than  any 
of  the  dialedts  here  mentioned.  The  moll  fingular  found 
was  a flraking  or  vibration  of  brrr  together.  Thus,  for  in- 
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Ranee,  one  of  our  friends  was  called  MambrrRm,  and  the 
other  Bonombrrooat.  Whatever  they  faw,  they  coveted ; 
but  they  never  repined  at  a refufai.  The  looking-glades 
which  we  gave  them  were  particularly  admired,  and  they 
took  great  pleafure  in  looking  at  themfelves ; io  that  thefc 
ugly  people  feemed  to  have  more  fclf-conceit,  than  the 
beautiful  nation  at  Tabcitec  and  the  Society  Iflands.  They 
had  perforated  cars,  and  a hole  in  the  feptum  narium,  into 
^vhich  they  put  a bit  of  Rick,  or  two  little  pieces  of  white 
felenite  or  alabaRcr,  which  are  tied  together  in  an  obtufe 
angle.  On  the  upper  arm  they  wore  bracelets,  very  neatly 
wrought,  of  fmall  pieces  of  black  and  white  fhells.  Thefe 
bracelets  fitted  fo  elofely,  that  it  was  plain  they  had  been  put 
on  whilR  their  owners  were  young;  for  at  prefent  it  was 
quite  impoflible  to  draw  them  over  the  elbow.  Their  Reins 
were  very  foft  and  fmootb,  and  of  a footy  or  blackiflt- 
brown  colour,  which  was  heightened  by  black  paint  in 
the  face.  Their  hair  was  frizzled,  and  woolly  to  the 
touch,  though  not  of  .the  foftcR.  Their  beards  were  frizzled, 
but  not  woolly,  and  well  furniflied  with  hair.  They  bad  no 
pundfnres  on  their  body,  but  indeed  they  could  not  have  been 
feen  on  their  black  fkin  at  any  confiderable  diflance.  Mr. 
Hodges  took  an  opportunity  of  drawing  their  portraits,  one 
of  which  has  been  engraved  for  captain  Cook’s  account  of 
the  voyage.  It  is  very  charadferiftic  of  the  nation  ; but  we 
mud  lament,  that  a defcdl  in  the  drawing,  has  made  it  ne- 
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jvlV  ceflary  to  infringe  the  cojiume , and  to  throw  a drapery  over 
the  fhoulder,  though  thefe  people  have  no  kind  of  cloathing. 
They  were  eafily  perfuaded  to  lit  for  their  portraits,  and 
feemed  to  have  an  idea  of  the  reprefentations. 

Wc  were  deeply  engaged  in  convcrfation  with  them,  and 
they  feemed  happy  beyond  meafure,  when  the  firll  lieu- 
tenant came  into  the  cabin.  He  acquainted  captain  Cook 
that  one  of  the  natives  having  been  denied  admittance  into 
the  Ihip,  which  was  by  this  time  crouded  with  them,  had 
pointed  his  arrow  at  the  failor  in  our  boat,  who  puflied 
back  his  canoe.  Before  he  had  done  fpeaking,  our  acute 
natives  guefled  his  errand,  and  having  before  obferved  the 
windows  open,  one  of  them  inftantly  jumped  out,  and 
fwam  to  his  outrageous  countryman  to  hold  his  hands. 
The  captain  went  upon  deck  prefently,  and  took  up  a 
mufleet,  which  he  pointed  at  the  native,  who  perlifted  in  his 
attitude  in  fpite  of  his  fellows.  Seeing  that  captain  Cook 
had  levelled  at  him,  he  alfo  pointed  his  arrows  at  him.  At 
this  moment,  the  reft  of  the  natives  around  the  fhip  called 
to  thofc  in  the  cabin ; thefe  fearing  the  worft  confequences 
from  the  violence  of  their  countryman,  hurried  out  of  the 
windows,  notwithftanding  all  our  endeavours  to  quiet  their 
apprehenfions.  Wc  heard  a mulket  fired  off  the  inflant 
after,  and  repairing  on  deck,  faw  the  native  who  had  re- 
ceived fome  fmall  fhot,  very  deliberately  laying  by  his 
arrow,  which  was  only  pointed  with  wood,  and  feletfting 

one 
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one  of  thofe  which  we  believed  to  be  poifoned.  As  loon 
as  he  had  taken  aim,  the  third  lieutenant  fired  at  him 
again  •,  the  fmall  Ihot  which  he  received  in  his  face, 

obliged  him  to  give  up  all  thoughts  of  fighting,  and  he 

' ■ r 

paddled  quickly  towards  the  fhorc.  At  the  fame  moment 

an  arrow  was  (hot  off  from  the  other  fide  of  the  (hip,  which 

■ 

fell  in  the  mizen  (hrouds.  A ball  was  fired  after  the  na- 

. . • • i t . ‘ 1 . • * . 

five  who  fent  it  to  us,  but  luckily  without  cffetfl.  Every 
canoe  now  moved  gradually  towards  the  (hore,  and  all 

i . • i i 

who  were  on  board  flung  themfelves  into  the  fea ; one  in 

. 

particular,  who  was  at  the  mall-head  when  the  fray  began, 
not  thinking  of  any  harm,  came  down  with  the  greateft 

precipitation  when  the  mufkets  went  off.  To  terrify  thefe 

•r  f J tJt • '•'<  i.j  . 

people,  and  to  give  them  a fpecimen  of  our  power,  a cannon 

1 *•  »J  - ’J  l 

was  fired  over  their  heads  among  the  trees  on  fliore.  This 
accelerated  their  retreat ; the  neared  to  us  jumped  out  of 
rheir  canoes  in  a fright,  and  all  reached  the  (hore  in  great 
confufion.  Prefently  their  drums  began  to  beat  in  different 
parts,  to  give  the  alarm,  and  the  poor  fellows  were  feen 

running  along  fliore,  and  huddling  under  the  buflies  to- 

‘ 1 

gether,  in  clofe  confultation  on  this  alarming  crifis  of  their 
affairs.  In  the  mean  while  we  went  quietly  to  breakfafl. 

At  nine  o’clock  fome  canoes  again  made  their  appear- 
ance, rowing  round  the  fliip,  and  very  cautioufly  coming 

* 'J  ' • ' • • 5 • 

nearer.  We  waved  to  them  with  a branch  of  the  dracana 

UrminaJis,  which  we  had  before  received ; and  after  they  had 
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dipped  their  hands  in  the  fea,  and  put  them  on  their  heads, 
they  received  a few  prefents  which  captain  Cook  gave  them, 
and  went  away  to  the  fliore.  Two  of  our  boats  were  now 
manned,  and  a party  of  marines  embarked  with  the  cap- 
tain, my  father,  Dr.  Sparrman,  myfelf,  and  feveral  others. 
A reef  bounded  the  Ihore  at  the  diflancc  of  tltirty  yards  or 
more.  It  was  fo  fliallow,  that  we  were  forced  to  ftep  out, 
and  wade  to  the  beach,  where  our  marines  formed  without 
oppofition.  We  were  received  by  a croud  of  no  lefs  than 
three  hundred  perfons,  all  armed,  but  very  friendly  and  in- 
ofifenfive  in  their  behaviour  towards  us.  A middle-aged 
man,  rather  flronger  than  the  generality  of  the  people,  gave 
away  his  bow  and  quiver  to  another,  and  came  unarmed  to 
Ihake  hands  with  us,  in  fign  of  peace  and  amity  ; he  was 
perhaps  a chief  among  them.  A pig  was  brought  at  the 
fame  time,  and  prefented  to  the  captain,  apparently  as  a 
kind  of  expiation  for  their  countryman’s  ill  behaviour  ; but 
perhaps  it  was  only  a ratification  of  the  peace  which  we 
had  concluded.  This  interview  is  reprefented  in  a fine 
plate,  defigned  by  Mr.  Hodges,  and  engraved  for  captain 
Cook’s  account  of  this  voyage.  After  we  had  received  the 
pig,  we  exprefled  by  figns  that  we  wanted  wood,  and  they 
immediately  pointed  out  fomc  trees  which  grew  clofe  to 
the  beach,  which  we  cut  down,  and  fawed  in  pieces.  The 
beach  did  not  exceed  fifteen  yards  in  breadth  ; and  our 
fituation  was  very  precarious  in  cafe  of  an  attack.  The 

marines 
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marines  therefore  drew  a line  before  them,  which  the  natives 
were  defire  not  to  tranfgrcfs.  They  readily  complied  with 
this  regulation ; but  their  numbers  encrcafed  from  all  parts 
continually.  They  were  all  armed  with  bows  ready  ftrung, 
made  of  a tough  dark-brown  wood,  finer  than  mahogany ; 
and  with  arrows,  which  they  held  in  a cylindrical  quiver, 
formed  of  leaves.  All  thefe  arrows  were  made  of  reeds 
about  two  feet  long;  thofe  of  the  common  fort  had  a point 
about  a foot  or  fifteen  inches  long,  confiding  of  a polilhed 
jetty  black  wood,  like  ebony,  but  exccflivcly  brittle ; the  reft, 
which  were  kept  in  quivers,  were  all  pointed  with  a ftiort 
bit  of  bone,  two  or  three  inches  long.  This  was  inferted  in 
a notch  of  the  reed,  which  was  again  curioufly  and  firmly 
united  together  by  means  of  Angle  coco-nut  fibres,  wound 

i 

acrofs  each  other,  fo  as  to  form  little  rhomboidal  compart- 
ments, about  t'o  of  an  inch  fquare,  which  were  filled  up  with 
minute  attention,  alternately  with  a reddifh,  green,  and 
white  earthy  colour.  The  point  of  bone  itfelf  was  very 
fliarp,  and  fmeared  with  a black  refinous  fubftance. 

We  left  our  lines,  and  walked  over  amongft  the  natives, 
who  convcrfed  with  us,  and  with  great  good-will  fat  down 
on  the  flump  of  a tree  to  teach  us  their  language.  They  were 
furprifed  at  our  readinefs  to  remember,  and  feemed  to  fpend 
fome  time  in  pondering  how  it  was  pofliblc  to  preferve  the 
found  by  fuch  means  as  pencil  and  paper.  They  were  not 
only  afliduous  in  teaching,  but  had  curiofity  enough  to 

learn 
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July*'  ^earn  our  language,  which  they  pronounced  with  fuch  ac- 
curacy, that  we  had  rcafon  to  admire  their  extenfive  fa- 
culties and  quick  apprehenfton.  Obferving  their  organs  of 
fpeech  to  be  fo  flexible,  we  tried  the  mod  difficult  founds  in 
the  European  languages ; nay,  we  had  recQurfe  to  jhe  com- 
pound Ruffian  fin-b,  all  which  they  pronounced  at  the 
firft  hearing,  without  the  lead  difficulty.  We  prefeptly 
taught  them  our  numerals,  which  they  repeated  rapidly  on 
their  fingers;  in  ffiort,  what  they  wanted  in  perfonal  at- 
traiftion,  was  amply  made  up  in  acutenefs  of  undemand- 
ing. We  began  to  trade  with  them  for  their  armsj  but 
they  were  at  firft  very  loth  to  exchange  them  ; boweyer,  a 
handkerchief,  or  piece  of  Taheitee  cloth,  or  Engliflifricze, 
was  of  fome  value  among  them.  They  began  to  fell 
their  common  arrows,  and  afterwards  thofe  which 
were  poifoned ; but  advifed  us  not  to  try  the  points 
againft  our  fingers,  making  us  underftand,  by  the 
plaincft  figns,  that  with  a common  arrow,  a man  might 
be  fhot  through  the  arm  without  dying,  but  that  the 
flighted  fcratch  with  one  of  the  other  fort  was  mortal. 
If  notwithftanding  this  information,  we  attempted  to  bring 
the  point  on  our  fingers,  they  caught  hold  of  our  arm, 
with  the  mod  friendly  gefture,  to  fave  us,  a^  it  were,  from 
imminent  danger.  Bcfides  bows  and  arrows,  they  wore  a 
club  of  the  cafuarini-wood,  which  hung  on  their  right 
flioulder,  from  a thick  rope,  made  of  a kind  of  grafs.  This 

club 
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club  was  commonly  knobbed  at  one  end,  and  yery  well 
poliflied,  like  all  their  manufadures; , It  did  not  exceed 
two  feet  and  a half  in  length,  and  appeared  to  be  referved 
for  clofe  engagement,  after  emptying  the  quiver.  On  the 
left  wrift,  they  wore  a circular  wooden  plate  neatly  covered, 
and  joined  with  draw,  about  five  inches  in  diameter,  upon 
which  they  broke  the  violence  of  the  recoiling  bow-ftring, 
and  prevented  it  from  hurting  their  arms.  This  kind  of 
ruffle,  and  their  ornaments,  fuch  as  the  bracelets  above 
mentioned,  pieces  of  Ihell  cut  in  form  of  large  rings, 
which  were  alfo  worn  on  the  arm,  the  done  in  their  nofe, 
and  the  (hell  which  hung  on  their  bread,  fufpended  by  a 
firing  round  the  neck,  they  at  this  time  refufed  to  fell. 

We  obferved  no  new  plants  on  the  borders  of  the  beach 
where  our  people  cut  down  trees  ; but  the  country  within 
looked  very  tempting,  being  one  great  fored.  Dr.  Sparr- 
man,  and  myfelf,  obferving  a path  which  afeended  irrto  the 
wood  behind  fome  bulhes,  went  in  unnoticed,  and  advanced, 
about  twenty  yards,  where  we  fortunately  found  two  fine 
new  plants.  But  we  had  fcarccly  made  this  valuable  ac- 
quifition,  when  fome  of  the  natives  appeared  coming  from 
the  country,  who  at  fight  of  us  dopped,  and  made  repeated 
figns  to  us  to  return  to  the  beach.  We  beckoned  to  them,, 
and  fhewed  them  the  plants  which  wc  had  colleded,  in? 
timating  as  well  as  our  gedures  could  exprefs  it,  that  wc 
had  come  for  no  other  purpofe.  This  pretence  availed  us 
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nothing  ; and  as  they  continued  to  call  us  out  of  the  wood, 
we  complied  for  fear  of  raifing  a new  diflurbance.  The 
wood  which  wc  had  thus  fuddenly  quitted,  was  very  dark 
and  interfperfed  with  bullies.  However,  a broad  mafs  of 
light  in  the  interior  parts,  feemed  to  indicate  a plantation, 
which  we  fhould  have  readied,  if  we  had  not  been  too  early 
interrupted.  The  various  voices  of  women  and  children^ 
which  iflued  from  that  fpot  confirmed  our  conjecture.  The 
trees  which  grew  in  the  wood,  were  in  general  of  well 
known  forts  ; but  among  the  under-woods  there  appeared 
feveral  forts  hitherto  unnoticed.  From  the  Ihip  however, 
we  had  perceived  vaft  numbers  of  coco-palms,  fome  bana- 
nas, bread-fruit,  and  other  valuable  cultivated  trees,  of 
which  the  natives  had  given  us  the  names. 

Captain  Cook  having  in  the  mean  while,  alked  for  frefli 
water,  the  perfon  whom  we  fuppofed  to  be  a chief,  font  for 
a calabalh  full,  which  was  very  pure,  and  alfo  prefented  the 
captain  with  a coco-nut ; but  in  fpite  of  all  our  enquiries, 
we  could  not  prevail  upon  the  natives  to  bring  us  any 
more.  A few  of  them  wore  a frnall  bunch  of  greens  on 
their  arm,  which  we  knew  to  be  part  of  an  Qdoriferous 
plant  of  a new  genus,  named  tmdia  (For ft.  Nov.  Gen.)  Some 
l'ufFercd  us  to  take  and  examine  it,  but  others  took  it  out 
of  our  hands  and  threw  it  away,  with  an  angry  expreffion, 
as  if  it  was  cither  noxious  or  ominous.  We  had  frequently 
eaten  the  feeds  of  this  plant,  which  ate  finely  aromatic, 
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without  fuffering  the  leaft  inconvenience,  and  were  well  j2l». 
convinced,  that  the  whole  plant  was  very  harmlefs  ; but 
whether  it  might  not  be  a fign  of  enmity  or  defiance,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  many  others  arc  cftcemcd  emblems  of 
friendftvip,  muft  remain  in  doubt. 

The  tide  was  now  fo  low,  that  the  reef  remained  quite 
dry  behind  us,  and  a great  number  of  the  natives  had 
walked  over  it  to  our  boats,  where  they  traded  with  the 
crew.  Being  in  fome  meafure  furrounded  by  thefe  people, 
the  marines  were  placed  alternately  towards  the  fliore  and 
the  fea,  in  order  to  prefent  a front  both  ways  ; though  it 
did  not  appear  that  the  natives  had  the  lead  intention  of 
quarrelling  with  us.  We  converfed  very  freely  with  them, 
and  their  tongues  ran  on  with  fuch  unremitted  volubility, 
that  we  compared  the  noife  about  us,  to  the  confufed  uproar 
in  a great  fair.  Our  aftonilhment  therefore,  may  fooner  be 
conceived  than  deferibed,  when  this  chattering  ceafed  all 
at  once,  and  a dead  filcnce  fuccecded. — We  looked  at  each 
other,  we  threw  our  eyes  wildly  about,  and  joined  the  wings 
of  our  corps  dc  garde.  The  natives  feemed  to  Hand  in  ex- 
pectation of  fome  mifchance ; but  by  degrees  feeing  us 
quiet,  they  began  to  talk  again,  and  in  a few  minutes, 
mutual  confidence  was  reftored.  The  circumllance  which 
had  given  rife  to  this  alarm  was  trifling  in  itfelf,  but  ex- 
prefled  the  good  difpofition  of  the  natives  towards  us.  One 
of  our  boat’s  crew,  had  defired  a native  to  flioot  an  arrow 
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into  the  air  as  high  as  he  could.  The  man  very  readily- 
complied,  and  had  drawn  his  bow,  when  forac  of  his  coun- 
trymen, recolle&ing  that  we  might  look  upon  this  as  an 
infringement  of  the  peace,  called  out  to  him  to  flop,  and 
alarmed  all  the  people  on  the  beach,  by  pronouncing  a few 
words,  which  immediately  produced  univerfal  lilence,  ex- 
prefling extreme  jealoufy  in  a moil  dreadful  manner,  and 
affording  a proper  fubjedt  to  exercife  the  talents  of  painters 
and  poets.  Affrighted  countenances,  full  of  anxiety  and 
horrid  fufpenfe  ; many  a wild  flare,  many  a gloomy,  mif- 
chievous  look,  and  fomc  undaunted  Ready  glances ; an 
inCnite  variety  of  attitudes ; a charaCteriftic  difference  in  the 
manner  of  handling  the  arms  •,  the  fccne,  the  groups  of 
inhabitants,  &c.  all  confpircd  to  furnilh  the  proper  requi- 
fites  for  a good  picture. 

As  foon  as  this  alarm  was  over,  our  wood-cutters  refumed 
their  occupations,  and  the  natives  admired  their  fkill.  A 
few  women  now  likewife  came  to  our  lines,  but  remained 
at  fome  diftance.  They  were  of  fmall  flaturc,  and  had  the 
mofl  difagrecable  features  which  we  had  obferved  in  the 
South  Sea.  Thofc  who  were  grown  up,  and  probably  mar- 
ried, had  fhort  pieces  of  a kind  of  cloth,  or  rather  matting 
round  their  waifts,  reaching  nearly  to  the  knees  ; the  reft 
had  only  a firing  round  the  middle  with  a whifp  of  ftraw ; 
and  the  younger  ones,  from  infancy  to  the  age  of  ten  years, 
went  ftark  naked,  like  the  boys  of  the  fame  age.  Some  of 
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thefe  women  had  covered  their  heads  with  the  orange 
powder  of  turmeric- root  fome  had  daubed  their  face,  and 
others  their  whole  body  with  this  colour,  which  on  their 
dark  fkins  had  a moll  filthy  effedt.  But  with  their  coun- 
trymen it  is  probably  eltcemed  an  ornament,  as  the  tadc  of 
mankind  is  aftonifhingly  various.  We  did  not  obferve, 
that  thefe  women  had  any  finery  in  their  ears,  round  their 
neck,  or  arms ; for  it  feems  it  is  falhionable  in  the  ifland, 
only  for  the  men  to  adorn  themfelves.  Wherever  that  is 
the  cafe,  the  fex  is  commonly  opprefled,  defpifed,  and  in  a 
deplorable  fituation.  They  were  feen  with  bundles  on  their 
backs,  which  contained  their  children,  and  had  a mod 
miferable  appearance.  The  men  feemed  to  have  no  kind 
of  regard  for  them,  would  not  permit  them  to  come  nearer ; 
and  as  oft  as  we  went  towards  them,  the  women  ran 
away. 

About  noon  a great  part  of  the  croud  difperfed,  probably 
to  take  their  dinner.  Captain  Cook  received  an  invitation 
from  the  chief,  to  accompany  him  to  his  dwelling  in  the 
woods,  but  declined  it ; and  having  continued  on  fhore  till 
one  o’clock,  we  all  re-imbarked  in  the  bed  order,  without 
any  moleftation  from  the  natives,  who  remained  on  the 
beach  till  we  were  on  board.  M.  de  Bougainville  had  not 
been  fo  fortunate  at  the  llle  of  Lepers  ; the  natives  were  very 
friendly  to  appearance,  till  all  his  men  were  embarked  ; 
but  a flight  of  arrows  was  then  fent  after  them,  and  re- 
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vengcd  by  a volley  of  mufkctry,  which  killed  feveral 
natives.  As  thefe  iflanders  live  in  fight  of  each  other,  and 
M.  de  Bougainville’s  vifit  was  fo  recent,  the  natives  with 
whom  we  had  to  deal,  were  probably  apprifed  of  the  power 
of  Europeans,  and  therefore  atted  with  caution. 

Immediately  after  dinner,  captain  Cook  and  my  father 
went  afliorc  on  the  north  fide  of  the  harbour,  in  quell  of 
our  buoy,  which  the  natives  had  conveyed  thither,  and 
which  we  faw  on  the  beach  by  the  help  of  our  glaflcs.  In 
the  mean  time  the  fouthern  Ihore,  on  which  we  had  landed 
in  the  morning,  was  entirely  clear  of  the  natives  ; but  in 
the  woods  we  heard  the  frequent  fqueaking  of  pigs,  from 
whence  it  may  be  concluded  that  the  natives  pofiefs  great 
numbers  of  thefe  animals.  Soon  after  our  boat’s  depar- 
ture, feveral  natives  in  their  canoes  came  alonglide  to  trade 
with  us.  They  readily  fold  us  their  bows  and  arrows, 
clubs  and  fpears,  for  old  rags  and  other  trifles,  plying  be- 
tween the  fliip  and  the  Ihore  all  the  evening.  Their  canoes 
were  fmall,  not  exceeding  twenty  feet  in  length,  of  indif- 
ferent workmanlhip,  and  without  ornament,  but  provided 
with  an  outrigger.  The  number  which  came  to  the  Ihip 
never  amounted  to  more  than  fourteen,  which  feems  to 
confirm  that  thefe  people  are  no  great  filhermen. 

Our  boat  returned  before  funfet,  with  the  buoy  which 
they  had  taken  as  foon  as  they  landed,  without  any  oppo-  r 
fition  on  the  part  of  the  natives.  Some  trifling  appendages 
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to  it  were  loft,  but  thefe  could  eafily  be  replaced.  The  in- 
habitants  of  that  part  traded  with  the  captain  and  his  com- 
pany, felling  their  arms  and  ornaments  for  various  trifles  of 
no  intrinfic  worth.  An  old  woman  parted  with  two  femi- 
tranfparent  bits  of  felenites,  cut  into  a conical  fhape,  and 
connected  at  the  pointed  ends,  by  means  of  a ribbon  made 
of  leaves.  The  diameter  of  the  broad  end  was  about  half 
an  inch,  and  the  length  of  each  bit  three  quarters  of  an 
inch.  She  took  it  out  of  the  hole  in  the  cartilage  of  her 
nofc,  which  was  very  broad,  ugly,  and  fmeared  with  black 
paint.  Our  people  took  great  pains  to  obtain  refrelhments 
from  the  natives  ; but  notwithftanding  all  their  figns,  they 
did  not  bring  a Angle  article  of  food.  Our  goods,  no  doubt, 
did  not  feem  valuable  enough  in  their  eyes,  to  be  confldered 
as  an  equivalent  to  eatables,  which  arc  always  the  real  riches 
of  mankind.  Upon  this  plain  principle  the  people  of  the 
South  Sea  always  aifted  j and  from  the  value  which  they 
put  on  our  goods,  after  they  were  acquainted  with  their 
ufes,  we  can  with  a degree  of  certainty  judge  of  their  opu- 
lence, or  the  fertility  of  their  country.  From  hence  they 
dill  proceeded  northward,  towards  the  exterior  point  of  the 
harbour.  Here  they  found  fome  bananas,  bread-fruit  trees, 
coco-palms,  and  other  plants,  feparated  by  an  enclofure  ; 
and  near  them  fome  dwellings  of  the  natives,  wretched  ho- 
vels, of  an  inconflderable  flze,  and  fo  low  that  they  could 
hardly  ftand  upright  in  them.  They  conflfted  of  a roof 
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/JI?.  thatched  with  palm-leaves,  relling  on  a few  polls.  Here 
however  they  obferved  a great  many  hogs,  and  fomc  com- 
mon poultry.  The  natives  feemed  to  be  convinced  that  our 
people  had  no  Gnifter  intentions,  and  exprelled  much  lefs 
curiofity  than  in  the  morning.  Their  numbers  were  in- 
conGderable  in  this  place ; and  though  they  did  not  entirely 
approve  of  captain  Cook’s  vilit  to  their  houfes,  they  did  not 
oppofe  it  with  perfeverance.  From  hence  our  gentlemen 
proceeded  farther  towards  the  point,  till  they  came  in  fight 
of  the  three  iflands  to  the  call  ward,  of  which  they  learnt  the 
names.  The  larged,  on  which  we  had  obferved  the  vol- 
cano, was  called  Ambrrym,  the  high  peek  Pa-oom,  and  the 
fouthcrnmoll  Apte.  This  good  fuccefs  encouraged  them 
to  point  to  the  land  on  which  they  flood,  and  to  enquire 
-of  the  natives  by  what  name  that  was  diftinguilhed.  The 
name  of  Mallicollo,  which  they  immediately  received  in 
anfwer,  was  fo  ftrikingly  fimilar  to  Manicolo,  which  cap- 
tain  Quiros  had  received  and  preferved  above  i 6 o years 
ago,  that  they  rejoiced  to  obtain  fuch  indifputable  proof  of 
his  veracity.  It  appears  from  Quiros’s  account,  that  he  ne- 
ver vifited  Mallicollo  himfelf,  but  only  received  intelligence 
of  it  from  the  natives ; however,  that  his  Tierra  del  Efpiritu 
Santo  is  a part  of  this  group  of  iflands,  feemed  at  prefent  to 
be  very  clear.  Having  obtained  this  information,  they  re- 
turned to  their  boats  ; but  in  their  way  one  of  them  picked 
up  an  orange  on  the  Ihore,  which  he  Ihewcd  to  the  natives. 
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They  told  him  the  name  which  it  bears  in  their  country, 
and  thus  gave  another  proof  that  the  accounts  of  Quiros, 
relative  to  the  productions  of  the  lands  difcovcrcd  by  him, 
are  not  void  of  foundation.  We  had  found  fhaddocks  in 
the  Friendly  Iflands,  but  never  met  with  oranges  in  any 
iiland  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  before.  The  ideas  of  the  natu- 
ral riches  of  the  ifland  of  Mallicollo  were  confiderably 
raifed  after  this  confirmation  of  Quiros’s  reports.  Our  peo- 
ple rowed  into  the  harbour  near  two  miles,  and  found  irs 
bottom  filled  with  mangroves,  but  could  not  meet  with 
frcfli  water.  A river  probably  flowed  into  the  fca  among 
thefe  mangroves,  but  it  was  in  vain  to  attempt  a paflage 
through  the  clofe  tiflue  of  their  branches,  which  multiply 
out  of  every  feed,  without  forming  a feparate  tree.  The 
evening  was  very  hot,  and  they  returned  on  board  heartily 
tired.  As  they  rowed  along  the  fhore,  they  heard  the 
drums  beating,  and  faw  the  natives  dancing  to  the  found 
by  their  fires.  Their  mufic,  and  that  which  they  made  the 
preceding  night,  was  not  remarkable  either  for  harmony  or 
variety,  but  feemed  to  be  of  a more  lively  turn  than  that  of 
the  Friendly  Iflands. 

During  night  feveral  of  our  people  tried  to  fifla,  and 
fome  of  them  were  fuccefsful.  One  caught  a fliark  nine 
feet  long,  which  was  now  very  acceptable,  all  our  frcfli  pro- 
vifions  being  entirely  confumed,  excepting  a few  yams, 
which  were  eaten  inftcad  of  bread.  Another  took  an  In- 
dian 
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,’:7y  dian  fucking-fifh  (telenets  naucratesj  near  two  feet  long  ; and 
a third  made  prize  of  two  large  red  fifhes  of  the  fea-bream 
kind  (probably  the  fparus  erytbrmus,  Linn.)  one  of  which  he 
kept  for  his  meffmates,  and  the  other  he  prefented  to  the 
lieutenants.  The  captain  received  a fltare  of  the  (hark,  on 
which  we  fcafted  the  next  day,  when  the  whole  {hip’s  com- 
pany regaled  themfelves  with  a frelh  meal.  Sharks  do  not 
afford  a very  palatable  food,  but  it  was  at  all  times  pre- 
ferable to  fait  provifions,  and  ncceffity  taught  us  to  relifli 
it.  This  ferere  teacher  reconciles  the  Greenlander  to  whale- 
blubber,  and  the  Hottentot  to  filthy  inteflines  ; and  time 
makes  thefe  indelicate  viands  acceptable  and  delicious  to 
their  taftc.  This  Ihark,  when  cut  open,  was  found  to  have 
the  bone  point  of  a poifoned  arrow  flicking  in  his  head, 
having  been  Ihot  quite  through  the  lkull.  The  wound  was 
healed  fo  perfeflly,  that  not  the  fmalleft  veftige  of  it  ap- 
peared on  the  ouiGde.  A piece  of  the  wood  Hill  remained 
flicking  to  the  bony  point,  as  well  as  a few  fibres  with 
which  it  had  been  tied  on  ; but  both  the  wood  and  the 
fibres  were  fo  rotten,  as  to  crumble  into  duft  at  the  touch. 
Tilhcs  therefore  are  not  affeaed  by  thefe  arrows,  which  we 

J , ' * • ' • ' • * * 1 ' 

fuppofed  to  be  poifoned. 

The  next  morning  we  weighed  the  anchor  and  fet  fail, 
having  fcarcely  had  time  fuflicient  to  (ketch  a plan  of  the 
harbour,  which  was  honoured  with  the  title  of  Tort  Sand- 
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wich.  Its  fituation,  deduced  from  aftronomical  obferva- 
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tions,  is  in  i6°  28'  fouth  lat.  and  167°  $6'  call  long.  We  jJlr- 
were  becalmed  before  we  could  clear  the  reefs,  and  obliged 
to  fend  our  boats  ahead  to  tow  us  out,  which  they  perform- 
ed very  (lowly  and  with  great  difficulty.  In  the  mean  time 
the  natives  came  to  us  with  all  their  fourteen  canoes,  and 
fold  us  great  numbers  of  arrows  of  all  kinds  and  fome 
clubs.  They  made  feveral  trips  between  the  (hip  and  the 
lhore,  as  they  had  done  the  preceding  day,  and  feemed  to 
be  very  eager  to  part  with  their  arms  for  Taheitec  cloth. 

We  repeated  our  demand  for  provifions ; but  they  would  not 
liften  to  it,  and  only  parted  with  what  they  could  more 
eafily  fpare  or  replace.  Towards  noon  we  got  clear  of  the 
harbour,  and  left  Mallicollo  with  the  fea-breeze,  which 
then  frelhened,  Handing  over  to  Ambrrym,  or  the  Ifland  of 
Volcanoes.  Whether  we  might  have  obtained  fome  re- 
freffiments  by  flaying  a few  days  longer  and  improving 
our  acquaintance  with  the  natives,  is  very  uncertain ; for 
Cnee  they  fet  no  value  on  our  iron- ware,  we  could  offer  no 
equivalent  for  their  proviGons. 

The  ifland  of  Mallicollo  is  about  twenty  leagues  long 
from  north  to  fouth,  and  the  port  which  we  had  left  lies 
in  its  fouth-eaft  extremity.  Its  inland  mountains  are  very 
high,  clad  with  forefts,  and  without  doubt  contain  many 
flne  fprings,  though  we  could  not  trace  them  between  the 
trees.  The  foil,  as  far  as  we  were  able  to  examine  it,  is  a 
rich  and  fertile  mould,  like  that  which  covers  the  plains  of 
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the  Society  Iflands  ; and  the  vicinity  of  the  volcano  at  Am- 
brrytn  gave  us  great  room  to  fuppofe  that  Mallicollo  is  no 
ftranger  to  the  procefles  carried  on  in  thefc  natural  labora* 
lories;  Its  vegetable  prodiuftiona  feem  to.  be  luxuriant  and 
in  great  variety,  and  the  u fitful  plants  not  left  numerous 
than  in  the  iflands  we  had  before  vifited.  Coco  nuts,  bread- 
fruit, bananas,  fugar- canes,  yams,  eddoes,  turmcrick,  and 
oranges  were  feen  on  the  ifland,  and  enumerated  by  the 
natit^s.  Hogs  and  common  poultry  are  their  domefilq  ani- 
mals i to  which  we  have  added  dogs,  by  felling  them  a pair 
of  puppies  brought  from  the  Society  Iflands.  They  re- 
ceived them  with  flrong  figns  of  extreme  fatisfaflion  ; but 
as  they  called  them  hogs,  (broods,)  we  were  convinced  that 
they  were  entirely  new  to  them.  We  did  not  find  any  other 
quadruped  during  our  fliort  flay,  nor  is  it  probable  that, 
on  an  ifland  fo  far  remote  from  continents,  there  fhould  be 
any  wild  animals  of  that  clafs.  In  the  courfc  of  one  day, 
and  confined  to  a barren  beach,  it  is  not  likely  that  we  could 
form  a more  adequate  idea  of  the  animals  than  of  the  ve- 
getables of  this  country.  We  faw  enough,  however,  to  be 
convinced,  that  the  woods  are  inhabited  by  many  fpecies  cf 
birds,  among  which  there  are  doubtlefs  fome  which  have 
as  yet  efcaped  the  attention  of  namralifts. 

The  productions  of  Mallicollo  are,  however,  lefs  remark- 
able and  ftriking  at  firft  fight  than  the  race  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. To  judge  of  their  numbers  from  the  croud  we  faw 

at 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

at  Port  Sandwich,  I fhould  conclude,  that  they  arc  far  from 
inconfiderable  but  confidering:  the  great  fize  of;  ibe  iilamlj 
I cannot  fuppofe  it  to  be  very  populous.  Fifty  thoufand  is* 

I think,  the  greateft.  number  we  can  admit  j and  thefe  are 
not  confined,  m the  fkirts  of  the  lulls;  as  at  Taheitce,  but 
difpeefed  over  the  whole  extent  of  ttiorc  than  fix  hundred 
fquare  miles..  We  ought  to  figure  their  country  to  our- 
fielves  as  one  extenfive  foreft:  they  have  only  begun  to  clear 
and.  plant  a few  infulated  fpots,  which  are  loll  in  it^  like  fmali 
illands  in  the  vaft  Pacific  Ocean.  Perhaps  if  we  could  ever 
penetrate  through  the  darknefs  which  involves  the  hiftory 
cf  this,  nation,  we  might  find  that  they  have  arrived  in  the 
$outh  Sea  much  later  than  the  natives  of  the  Friendly  and 
Society  lllands.  So  much  at  lead  is  certain,  that  they  ap- 
pear to  be  of  a race  totally  diftinifl  from  thefe.  Their  form, 
their  language,  and  their  manners  flrongly  and  completely 
mark  the  difference.  The  natives  on  fome  parts  of  New 
(guinea  and  Papua  feem  to  correfpond  in  many  particulars 
with  what,  wc  have  ofaferved  among  the  Mallicollefc.  The 
black  colour  and  woolly  hair  in  particular  are  chara&eriftics 
common  to  both  nations..  If  the  influence  of  climate  be 

. • v . • 

admitted,  which  is  fo  flrongly  defended  by  count  Buffon, 
it  offers  another  proof  that  Mallicollo  has  been  but  lately 
peopled  *,  fince  the  interval  of  time  has  not  been  fnfhcicnt 
to  work  a change  in  the  colour  and  hair  of  the  inhabitants.’ 

* The  rentier  will  perceive  that  *e  only  ufe  this  expreffion  comparatively. 
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But  lI  am  far  from  bcirtg  cdnvifieed:  c#  this , general  and 
powerful  influence  of  climates/1  I have  only  ventured  out  . 
into  the  great  field  of  probabilities,  and  am  ready  to  quit  i 
my  opinion  as  foon  as  another  more  juft  and  more  rational  ■ 
is  offered.  New  Guinea  and  the  iflandt  adjacent;  the  only. a 

e • «.  , . I ^ ,f  i .f  . 

countries  from  whence  we  can  expert  fome  light  on  this  ( 
fubjeft,  Hill  remain  unknown  to  uS,  not  only  in  regard  ta  ■ 
their  geographical  fituation,  but  more  efperially  as  to  theic 
inhabitants.  From  the  voyagers  who  have  vifited  that  pwt 
of  the  world*  it  appears  that  many  diftinA  tribes  dwelt  . 
in  its  different  parts;  But  it  is  particularly  to  be  remarked, 
that  befides  the  black  race,  there  are  alfo  fome  of  a lighter 
colour,  who,  if  we  may  judge  frdm  their  cuftoms,’  feCm  to 
be  related  to  the  natives  of  the  Society  and  Friendly  Iflands. 
Some  other  tribes  there  are  who  may,  in  all  probability,  be 
a mixture  of  both  races.  The  (lender  form  of  the  Mallicol- 

It  • £ i 

lefe  is  a character,  as  far  as  1 know,  peculiar  to  them  and 
the  New  Hollanders ; but  that  nation  hath  nothing  in 
common  with  them  in  all  other  refpefts.  Their  cuftom  of 
tying  a rope  very  fall  round  their  belly  is  flill  more  Angu- 
lar, and  would  be  fatal  to  a perfon  unaccuftomed  from  in- 
fancy to  fuch  an  abfurd  ligature.  The  rope  was  as  thick 
as  a man’s  finger,  and  cut  fuch  a deep  notch  acrofs  the 
navel,  that  the  belly  feemed  in  a manner  double,  one  part 
being  above  and  the  other  below  the  rope.  Their  bracelets 

■ • . • • h » ' 

• Darn  pier,  Carteret,  Bougainville. 
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which  prefs  the  upper  arm  <o  plofely,  mud  have  been,  put 
on  while  the  natives  are  very  young,  one}  appear  to  have 
been  con  triveii  upon  the  lame  p^oriple.  ^ The  futures  of 
thefc  people,  though  remarkably  irregular  and  ugly,  yet 
are  full  of  great  fprightlinefe,  and  exprefa  a quick  compre- 
henfiont  Tbe$r  lip*  apd  tbe  lower  part  of  their  face  are 
entirely  different  froro,thofe  of  African  Negroes  } but  the 
upper  part,  .elpecially  the  nofe,  is  of  a very  fimilar  conform- 
ation and  the  fubfiance  of  the  hair  the  fame.  The  depref- 
fiou  of  their  forehead  may  perhaps  be  artificial,  as  the  heads 
of  infants  may  be  fqueezed  into  all  kinds  of  forms.  On 

' ■ ■ n-nr-i.-.  u.  IU.  .C/Til}  >.  ..... 

tile  continent  of  America  jhpre  are  many  infiances  of  nations 

who  disfigure  their  beads  to  make  them  refemblc  the  fun, 
the  moon,  tor  foxpe  other  objeft.  But,  upon  the  whole,  this 
figure  of,  the  forehead  among  the  Mallicollefe  is  not  carried 
to  excefs,  and  does  not  remarkably  encreafe  their  uglinefs. 

Tbe  climate  of  MallicoIIo,  and  the  adjacent  ifiands,  is  very 
warm,  but  perhaps  not  at  all  times  fo  temperate  as  at  Ta- 
heitee,  bccaufe  the  extent  of  land  is  infinitely  greater.  How- 
ever,  during  our  fliort  flay  we  experienced  no  unufual  de- 

' 1 ‘ ' « I % . • 3 

gree  of  beat,  the  thermometer  being  at  76°  and  78°, 

*»  • ‘i  .1  u 1 "I.'J  w / 

which  is  very  moderate  in  the  torrid  zone.  Drefs,  in  fuch 

a climate,  is  to  be  confidered  as  an  article  of  luxury,  and 

~ >'•••»  • 1 ■ :c  • ..?.h  1 

cannot  properly  be  placed  among  the  indifpenfible  necefia- 
ries.  At  MallicoIIo  they  have  not  yet  attained  that  degree 

• 1 

of  opulence  which  could  have  fuggefted  the  invention  of 

4 . ’ " V 
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garments.  In  their  tufted  groves  they  neither  feel  the 
fcorching  beams  of  a vertical  fun,  nor  ever  know  the  ua« 
comfortable  fenfation  of  cold.  Briars  and  fhrubberies  oblige 
them  to  take  fome  precaution,  and  the  impulfes  pf  nature 
towards  the  cncreafe  of  the  fpecies,  have  fuggefled  the  mod 
fimplc  means  of  preferving  the  faculties  and  guarding 
againft  the  dangers  of  mutilation,  (fee  pag.  206.)  We  are 
too  apt  to  look  upon  the  principles  which  are  early  inftilled 
into  our  mind  by  education  as  innate,  and  have  frequently 
miflakcn  a moral  fentiment  for  a phyfical  inftinft.  From 
the  contemplation  of  unpolifhed  people,  we  find  that  mo- 
defty  and  chaflity,  which  have  long  been  fuppofed  inherent 
in  the  human  mind,  are  local  ideas,  unknown  in  the  ftate 
of  nature,  and  modified  according  to  the  various  degrees  of 
civilization.  It  is  not  likely  that  the  Mallicollcfc  have  ever 
thought  of  banifhing  unfcafonablc  ideas  from  the  rairxl,  by 
a contrivance  which  feems  much  more  apt  to  provoke  their 
defires.  Nay,  k is  uncertain  whether  the  fcaniy  drefs  of  their 
women  owes  its  origin  to  a fenfe  of  fiiame,  or  to  an  artful 
endeavour  to  plcafe. 

The  ideas  of  beauty  feem  to  be  more  obvious,  though 
Angular  and  different  among  divers  nations.  The  Malli- 
collefe  arc  not  fatisfied  with  the  charms  of  their  own  per- 
fon,  but  think  that  a done  hung  in  the  nofe,  a bracelet,  a 
necklace  of  Ihclls,  and  a Ibining  black  paint,  fet  them  off 
to  greater  advantage.  Their  women,  as  far  as  we  could 

obferve, 
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obfcrve,  havtt  no  trinkets,  bat  paint  themfelves  with  the 
yellow  colour  of  turmcrick,  which  has  a peculiar  aromatic 
fmell.  The  natives  of  the  Friendly  Iflcs  powder  their  hair 
And  the^wom^n  of  Eafler  liland  likewife  paint  their  face 

and  garments  with  it.  It  may  therefore  be  employed, 

♦ 

on  account  6f  its  fuppofed  virtues,  rather  than  for  ornament. 
The  Mallicollefe  differ  very  remarkably  from  the  lighter- 
coloured  nation  of  the  South  Sea,  by  keeping  their  body 
entirely  from  pundturcs,  which  characterize  all  the  various 
tribes  of  that  race. 

Their  food  feems  to  be  principally  vegetable,  fincc  they 
apply  themfelves  to  agriculture.  At  times  they  may  like- 
wife fcaft  on  pork  or  fowls  ; and  though  we  had  no  time 
to  obferve  any  implements  of  fifhing,  yet,  as  they  have 
canoes,  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  they  have  not  entirely 
negledted  the  produce  of  the  ocean.  Ourfhort  flay  did  not 
give  us  an  opportunity  of  feeing  any  of  their  tools ; but 
from  the  workmanfhip  of  their  boats,  and  the  conftrudlion 
of  their  houfes,  we  have  no  great  reafon  to  admire  their 
fkill  in  the  arts.  Their  ifland  being  wholly  covered  with  • 
forefts,  it  muff  require  a great  deal  of  labour  to  cultivate  a 
fpot  of  ground  fufficient  for  their  fupport.  The  country 
itfclf  appears  very  fertile;  but  the  luxuriant  growth  of 
wild  vegetables,  eaftly  conquers  and  deftroys  the  more  tender 
fhoots  of  thofe  which  are  planted.  This  being  the  cafe,  it 
may  ferve  to  account  for  the  cuftom  of  confining  their  limbs 
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/ to  a fmall  and  flender  form,  by  ropes,  bracelets,  8cc.  Such 
monftrous  contrivances  to  pinch  and  contra#  the  body,  feem 
to  be  di#ated  by  neceffity,  and  in  time  may  have  been 

• ' ••  -<l  • : a i.  ...  . 

adopted  as  the  marks  of  beauty.  As  their  agriculture  is  fo 
toilfome,  it  is  plain  they  have  not  time  to  manufafture  a 
drefs,  for  which  they  have  no  immediate  neceffity.  Repofe 
y and  indolence  are  the  favourite  principles  of  fmall  un- 
civilized focieties,  and  neceffity  alone  forces  them  to  become 
induftrious.  We  have  obferved  that  the  Mallicollefe  pafs 
away  a part  of  their  time  with  muGc  and  dancing.  Their 
inftruracnts  are  doubtlefs  very  Gmple;  we  heard  no  other 
than  drums  ; and  thefc,  together  with  whittles  or  pipes,  are 
moll  eaGly  invented.  The  common  tranfaftions  of  domcllic 
life  are  fo  quiet  and  regular,  that  human  nature  feems  to 
require  fome  eicentric  movement  to  animate  it.  At  times 
to  be  extravagant  in  the  motions  and  exercifes  of  the  body, 
to  produce  a variety  of  founds  from  various  fubttances,  and 
to  Grain  the  vocal  organs  beyond  their  ufual  fcale,  are 
fun# ions  perhaps  indifpcn&bly  neceflary  in  the  revolution 
of  human  life,  to  a#  as  fpurs  or  Jiimuli,  and  to  fwceten  the 
labours  of  the  day. 

The  drums  of  the  Mallicollefe  not  only  ferve  as  a 
palliate,  but  are  likewife  employed  to  found  an  alarm  in 
cafes  of  danger.  We  have  great  reafon  to  believe,  that 
they  are  frequently  involved  in  quarrels  with  the  iflanders 
in  the  neighbourhood  ; and  it  is  not  improbable,  that  living 
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difpcrfcd  throughout  the  ifland  in  fmall  families,  they  fre- 
quently difagree  amongft  themfelvcs.  We  never  faw  the  Mal- 
licollefe  without  their  arms,  (except  thofe  who  came  into  the 

captain’s  cabin) ; and  it  feems  much  more  care  and  ingenuity 

■ T.  ‘ l ’ . , . ^ ..  « . 

has  been  bellowed  on  this  part  of  their  manufactures  than 

• •. x ■ . ;>■  • ”, 

upon  any  other.  Their  bows  arc  ilrong,  elaftic,  and  nicely 
polilhed ; their  arrows  well  wrought ; and  thofe  which  we 
fuppofed  to  be  poifoned,  were  very  neatly  ornamented.  The 
cuftom  of  poifoning  the  arrows  is  a proof  of  their  under- 
ftanding  ; and  the  defire  of  revenge  againft  unjuft  opprelfion, 
may  have  fuggefted  it.  Their  fmall  ftature,  and  flender 
make,  feem  indeed  to  require  fome  artifice  to  fupply  the 
place  of  ftrength ; but  it  is  at  this  moment  doubtful, 

I 

whether  their  arrows  are  really  poifoned.  The  dog  on 
which  we  made  the  experiment  on  the  day  of  our  arrival, 
recovered  perfectly  without  any  afliftance,  though  he  was 
afllifted  with  the  mod  dreadful  illnefs  from  eating  part  of 
a poifoned  filh.  Another  experiment  was  tried  in  the  fc- 
quel  upon  a difFerent  dog;  an  incifion  was  made  in  his  leg 
with  a lancet,  and  the  gummy  fubftancc,  fuppofed  to  be  the 
poifon,  was  laid  into  it,  and  covered  with  a plaftcr.  The 
dog  was  very  lame  a few  days,  from  the  fwelling  and 
lc fieri ng  of  the  wound;  but  gradually  recovered  like  the 
iirll.  The  iflanders  of  Santa  Cruz  *,  who  killed  a number 
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* F--nont  Ifland,  of  captain  Carteret  ,— Sec  Hawkcfworth,  vol.  1.  p.  576. 
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of  captain  Carteret’s  men,  feem,  according  to  his  description, 
to  be  very  like  the  Mallicollefe ; and  are  likewife  accufed  of 
having  poifoned  arrows  *,  by  the  Spanifh  navigator  who 
firft  difeovered  that  ifland.  Their  bows  and  arrow's,  accord- 
ing to  captain  Carteret,  are,  however,  of  a remarkable 
length  f,  and  the  latter  pointed  with  flints.  Quiros  alfo 
mentions  poifoned  arrows  among  the  natives  in  the  Bay  of 
St.  Philip  at  St.  Jago  t ; but  from  both  inflances  it  appears, 
that  the  fuppofed  poifon  was  not  very  efficacious.  The 
wooden  ruffle,  which  fecures  the  arms  of  the  Mallicoljefe 
againft  the  recoil  of  the  bow-firing,  feems  to  imply  a fre- 
quent ufc  of  their  bows.  Befides  the  miffllc  weapons, 
fuch  as  arrows  and  fpears,  they  have  alfo  fhort  clubs,  feem- 
ingly  for  clofe  engagement,  and  are  thus  well  prepared  for 
all  occafions.  Their  behaviour  towards  us  was  in  general 
harmlefs,  but  cautious.  We  received  no  invitations  to  flay 
with  them  ; for  they  did  not  like  the  proximity  of  fuch  pow- 
erful people,  being  probably  accuftomed  to  acts  of  violence 
and  ill  ufage  from  the  reft  of  their  neighbours.  In  fome 
of  their  countenances  we  thought  we  could  trace  a mif- 
chievous,  ill-natured  difpofition ; but  we  might  miftake 
jealoufy  for  hatred.  It  is  probable,  that  being  continually 
on  their  guard,  and  engaged  in  wars,  they  have  fome 

* See  iUcnthfii’s  voyage  in  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  collection,  vol.  I.  p.  78. 
f The  bows  are  fix  feet  five  inches,  and  the  arrows  four  feet  four  inches. 

| Sec  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  colleflion,  vol.  I.  p.  135. 
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chiefs  and  leaders  in  battle,  who,  like  the  coraipandcrs  at 
New  Zeeland,  arc  obeyed  at  the  titne;of  adtion.  The  only 
man  whom  we  fuppofed  to  be  a chief,  at  Mallicollo,  did  not 
appear  to  Be  refpe&ed  ; and  if  wat  only  when  he  procured 
us  fome  frcfli  water,  that  we  could  attribute  to  him  any  au- 
thority at  all.  '-^Remarks  on  the  government  of  a people 
are  feldom  to  be  made  at  the  firft  interview,  and  therefore  I 
only  offer  probabilities  inficad  of  fadls.  Their  religion  is 
entirely  unknown  to  us,  as  well  as  the  particular  culloms  of 
domeftic  life ; nor  can  it  be  fuppofed,  that  we  could  gather 
any  intelligence  concerning  their  difeafes.  Wc  did  not  take 
notice  of  any  fick  perfon  among  them  during  our  ftay; 
however,  according  to  Mr.  de  Bougainville’s  account,  the 
natives  on  an  adjacent  ifland  are  fubjedl  to  the  leprofy  in 
fuch  a high  degree,  that  he  named  it  the  Ifle  of  Lepers. 

The  general  character  of  the  Mallicollcfe  ought  to  be 
confidercd  with  a retrofpedl  to  their  civilization.  Difpcrfed 
into  fmall  tribes,  who  have  frequent  caufes  of  difpute,  it  is 
not  furprifing  that  they  are  cautious  and  diftrullful.  At  the 
fame  time,  however,  their  behaviour  towards  us  fliewed, 
that  they  had  no  propenfity  to  quarrel  without  a caufe,  but 
wilhed  to  give  no  offence;  and  were  in  general  much  dif- 
pleafcd  with  a few  individuals  among  themfelves  who  at- 
tempted to  infringe  the  peace.  Green  boughs,  their  figns  of 
friendlhip,  confirmed  this  good  difpofition.  The  ceremony 
of  pouring  water  on  their  heads,  is  flill  more  important,  as  it 
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j”*'_  fhews  a great  fimilarity  between  them  and  the  people  of  New 
Guinea.  Dampict  obferved  exactly  the  fame  fign  of  amity 
at  Pulo  Sabuda,  on  the  weftern  coaft  of  New  Guinea*. 
The  fhort  converfations  which  we  had  with  the  Mallicollefe, 
proved  them  to  be  a people  of  quick  perception  j their 
fenfes  are  acute,  and  their  intellects  very  open  to  improve- 
ment. From  their  amufements  it  may  be  concluded,  that 
they  are  cheat  ful  and  good-humoured  ; and  if  1 may  venture 
another  conjecture,  they  only  want  the  impulfc  of  an  am- 
bitious individual  to  bring  them  into  a higher  (late  of  civi- 
lization. After  this  detail,  it  is  time  to  refume  the  thread 
of  our  voyage. 

Having  cleared  the  reefs  of  Port  Sandwich,  and  Handing 
towards  the  Ifle  of  Ambrrym,  we  gradually  came  in  fight 
of  the  fouth-eaft  extremity  of  Mallicollo,  where  four  or  five 
fmall  iflands  form  a kind  of  bay.  Ambrrym,  on  which 
the  volcano  is  fituated,  appears  to  be  upwards  of  twenty 
leagues  in  circuit.  The  centre  of  the  ifland  lies  in  i 6°  i s' 
S.  and  i 68°  a o'  E.  Pa-oom,  the  high  peak  to  the  fouth  of 
it,  is  of  an  inconfiderable  fize,  but  we  were  dubious  whe- 
ther the  land  which  we  faw  before,  or  to  the  weftward  of 
it,  and  which  was  of  moderate  height,  is  connected  with  it 
or  not.  The  whole  circuit  of  both  parts,  fuppofing  them 
to  form  a fingle  ifland,  cannot  exceed  five  leagues.  The 
peak,  according  to  our  observations,  lies  in  i 6°  2 s'  S.  and 
• Sec  Dampier’s  Voyages,  vol.  III.  p.  1E6. 
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1 68°  30'  E.  Apce,  the  ifland  to  the  fouth  of  this  peak, 
is  large,  hilly,  and  of  the  fame  extent  as  Ambrrym,  being 
nearly  feven  leagues  long.  Its  middle  is  fituatcd  in  160 
42  S.  and  1680  36'  E.  The  numerous  fmokcs  which 
arofe  from  all  thefe  iflands,  gave  us  rcafon  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  natives  drefs  their  victuals  above  ground,  by  an  open 
fire.  At  the  Society  and  Friendly  Ifles,  where  the  inhabi- 
tants are  accuflomcd  to  Hew  their  food,  by  means  of  heated 
Hones  under  the  ground,  we  rarely  perceived  either  fmoke 
or  fire. 

The  frcfli  meal  with  which  all  our  fliip’s  company  re- 
galed thcmfelves  this  day,  was  very  near  being  fatal  to 
fome  of  them.  All  the  lieutenants  and  their  mdTmatcs, 
together  with  one  of  the  mates,  feveral  midfliipmen,  and 
the  carpenter,  having  eaten  of  the  red  fca  breams  (fpants 
crytbrinus')  of  which  two  had  been  caught,  were  in  the  fpacc 
of  a few  hours,  feized  with  violent  fymptoms  of  being 
poifoned.  It  began  with  great  heat  in  the  face,  acute 
head  ache,  fevere  vomiting,  and  diarrhsea  ; the  arms,  knees, 
and  legs  were  fo  benumbed,  that  they  could  fcarccly  walk, 
or  (land  ; the  falival  glands  were  fwelled,  and  a moft  co- 
pious difeharge  enfued  ; they  were  alfo  troubled  with  acute 
pains,  and  fpafms  in  the  bowels.  A hog,  which  had  eaten 
of  the  garbage  was  feized  with  fimilar  fymptoms,  fwelled 
to  a great  fize,  and  died  at  night.  Several  dogs  on  board, 
having  received  a (hare  of  the  entrails,  and  fome  being  fed 
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«m-  upon  part  of  the  boiled  fifli,  were  affedted  in  the  fame 

July.  r r ... 

manner  ; they  groaned  moll  pitifully,  had  violent  Teachings, 
and  could  hardly  drag  their  limbs  along.  A little  favourite 
parroquet  from  the  Friendly  Wes,  which  familiarly  hopped 
on  its  mailer’s  Ihoulder,  having  likewife  tailed  a moifel  of 
the  fifk,  died  the  next’ day.  In  a word,  the  joy  of  having 
obtained  a frelh  meal  was  fuddenly  converted  into  forrow  ; 
and  the  only  comfort  in  this  misfortune  was,  that  our  furgeon 
had  dined  with  the  captain  this  day,  and  by  that  means 
efcaped  the  fate  of  his  melTmates. 

We  Hill  continued  in  fight  of  Mallicollo,  Ambrrym,  Apee, 
Sunday  14.  and  Pa-oom,  the  next  morning ; but  flood  towards  the 
fouthernmoft  ifland  then  in  fight,  and  difeovered  on  the 
2 1 ft,  which  from  the  three  hills  upon  it,  was  named  Three- 
Hills  Ifland  (fee  p.  204.)  We  approached  within  half  a 
mile  of  it,  and  obferved  it  to  be  of  the  fame  nature  with 
thofc  already  difeovered.  It  was  well  wooded,  and  proba- 
bly well  inhabited ; for  fomc  of  the  natives  appeared  on 
the  fhorc,  who  refembled  thofc  of  Mallicollo,  and  were 
armed  like  them  with  bows  and  arrows.  A very  extenfive 
reef  runs  out  from  the  fouth  point  of  the  ifland,  with  fome 
rocks  in  it.  The  whole  ifland  feemed  to  be  about  five 
leagues  in  circuit;  its  greateft.  extent  was  from  north-eaft 
to  fouth-weft  ; and  according  to  aftronomical  obfervations, 
it  is  fituated  in  170  4'  S.  latitude,  and  1680  32'  E.  longi- 
tude. At  noon  we  put  about,  and  flood  fox  fcvcral  fmall 
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iflands  and  broken  lands,  which  appeared  off  the  S.  E.  end 
of  the  ifland  of  Apce,  and  now  lay  to  the  N.  E.  of  us.  We 
likewife  had  fight  of  a peak  to  the  S.  E.  and  of  fome  land 
beyond  that,  which  feemed  very  large,  though  at  a great 
diftance.  The  number  of  iflands  in  this  group  was  very 
furprifing -,  and  their  direction  to  the  fouthward,  gave  us 
great  hopes  of  continuing  to  make  difcoverics,  which 
might  gradually  lead  us  back  once  more  to  New 
Zeeland. 

We  flood  on  towards  thefe  north-eaflerly  lands,  and 
came  among  them  in  the  afternoon.  They  were  of  an  in- 
confiderable  fizc  when  compared  to  Mallicollo,  Ambrrym, 

Apee,  or  even  to  Three-hills  Ifland,  and  Pa-oom.  Moft  of 
them,  however,  were  inhabited  ; which  circumftance  we  col- 
lefted  particularly  in  the  evening,  when  we  faw  fcvcral 
fires,  even  on  thofe  which  we  had  by  day  light  judged  to 
have  no  inhabitants.  After  funfet  we  were  becalmed  for 
fevcral  hours  in  the  midft  of  thefe  ifles ; the  darknefs  of  the 
night,  and  fevcral  broken  rocks  clofe  to  us  on  all  fides, 
rendered  our  fituation  extremely  critical.  The  navigator,, 
who  means  to  explore  new  iflands,  and  give  an  ac- 
curate account  of  their  pofition,  is  often  in  danger  of 
lofing  his  (hip.  It  is  impoflible  for  him  to  form  a juft 
conception  of  the  coaft,  without  approaching  clofe  to  it 
but  he  muft  neceffarily  be  expofed  to  the  dangers  of  a fud- 
den  ftorm,  a funken  rock,  or  a fwift  current,  which  are  fuf- 

ficicnt^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


MO 

*-7V 

JVLY. 


Monday  25. 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

fkicnt,  in  a few  moments,  to  deflroy  all  his  hopes  of  glory. 
Prudence  and  caution  are  very  neceffary  in  the  conduct  of 
every  great  enterprize  ; but  it  feems,  that  in  a voyage  of 
difeovery,  as  in  every  undertaking  of  confequence,  a certain 
degree  of  rafhncfs,  and  reliance  on  good  fortune,  become 
the  principal  roads  to  fame,  by  being  crowned  with  great 
and  undeferved  fucccfs. 

Thcfe  dangerous  iflands  received  the  name  of  Shepherd’s 
Ifles,  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  A.  Shepherd,  F.  R.  S.  profeffor  of 
aftronomy  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge.  We  obtained  a 
frefli  breeze  the  fame  night,  and  tacked  off  and  on  till  the 
next  morning  at  day-break,  when,  being  near  the  fouther- 
rooft  ifland,  we  flood  away  to  the  fouthward  for  the  lands 
which  we  had  difeovered  the  day  before.  We  paffed  to  the 
caftwaid  of  Three-hills  Ifland,  towards  two  other  ifles  a few 
leagues  to  the  fouth  of  it,  of  a much  fmaller  fize,  but  co- 
vered with  verdure  and  groves  in  the  fame  manner.  We 
failed  between  one  of  them  and  a high  columnar  rock, 
which  we  named  the  Monument,  from  its  remarkable 
fliape.  The  furf  which  had  beaten  upon  it,  had  worn  fc- 
veral  deep  furrows  and  channels  into  it.  It  looked 
blackith,  might  be  an  hundred  and  fifty  yards  high,  and 
was  not  wholly  deftitute  of  verdure.  A great  number  of 
boobies  and  terns  were  feen  flying  about  it,  and  feemed  to 
have  taken  up  their  refidence  on  it.  The  larger  ifland, 
near  which  it  was  fituated,  was  called  Two-hills  Ifland,  by 
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captain  Cook,  bccaufe  it  had  only  two  elevations  of  any  re- 
markable fize. 

We  now  flood  due  fouth,  towards  the  large  land  which 
appeared  in  that  quarter,  and  which  we  had  already  noticed 
on  the  24th.  A canoe,  with  a triangular  fail,  was  obferved 
at  a great  diftancc,  coming  from  the  S.  W.  towards  Three- 
hills  Ifland.  The  natives  of  thefe  different  iflands  have 
therefore,  in  all  likelihood,  a friendly  intcrcourfe  with  each 
other,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  different  inhabitants  of 
the  Society  and  Friendly  Iflands.  In  the  afternoon  we  had 
almoft  made  the  fouthern  ifland,  which  now  appeared  to 
confift  of  two  i and  were  preparing  to  pafs  to  windward  of 
•both,  being  near  the  eaftermoft  of  them,  when  the  breeze 
fuddenly  failed  us,  and  we  were  carried  to  the  weft  by  the 
tide  or  current  at  a great  rate.  Our  fituation  this  night  was 
no  lefs  dangerous  than  on  the  preceding,  with  this  difference 
only,  that  the  moon  Ihonc  very  bright,  and  we  could  judge 
of  the  quick  advances  which  we  made  towards  the  weftern 
ifland.  Its  northernmoft  point  was  of  a great  height,  rocky, 
black,  and  almoft  perpendicular,  having  only  a narrow 
beach,  and  a few  fcattered  rocks  at  the  bottom.  We  re- 
mained in  the  moll  dreadful  fufpenfe  till  near  ten  o’clock, 
as  the  current  was  fo  ftrong,  that  hoifling  out  our  boats 
would  fcarcely  have  availed  us  any  thing.  The  {hip’s 
head,  her  ftern,  or  her  broad-fide,  were  by  turns  directed 
towards  the  fliore,  on  which  we  heard  the  furf  breaking 
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with  a much  more  dreadful  found  than  it  had  ever  had 
before,  when  unconnected  with  the  ideas  of  immediate 
danger  ; at  lad  we  fortunately  drifted  clear  of  the  point  at 
a fliort  didance. 

The  next  morning  a gentle  breeze  fprung  up,  with  which 
wc  advanced  towards  the  land  again.  We  now  ran  within 
the  eaftermoft  ifiand,  which,  though  it  was  not  above  eight 
or  nine  miles  in  circuit,  was  however  inhabited,  many  of 
the  people  running  along  Ihorc  to  gaze  at  us,  with  bows, 
arrows,  and  darts  in  their  hands.  This  ifle  had  a hill 
of  moderate  height  in  its  centre,  which  appeared  to  be 
deditute  of  woods  in  mod  parts,  the  cultivated  lands  and 
groves  lying  at  its  foot  and  on  its  fird  dope.  They  confided 
of  coco-palms,  bananas,  and  various  other  trees ; amongd 
which  we  difeerned  a number  of  Email  huts,  and  on  the 
beach,  fcveral  canoes  hauled  adrore.  The  land  oppofite  to 
the  wed  was  about  four  or  five  leagues  didant  from  it,  and 
now  likewife  appeared  to  confid  of  two  idands.  One  of 
thefe  to  the  north,  the  fame  on  which  we  were  near  being 
lod,  was  Email,  not  above  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  in  circum- 
ference, but  of  moderate  height,  like  the  former,  and  with 
much  the  fame  afpeCt  To  the  Eouth  of  it,  the  main  idand 
appeared,  which  extended  no  lefs  than  ten  leagues  from  N.  W. 
to  S.  E.  It  was  of  a moderate  height,  like  the  two  others 
near  it,  but  very  gently  doping  in  all  parts,  and  prefented 
to  the  eye  many  beautiful  profpe&s.  Thick  groves,  and 
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cxtcnfive  trafts  of  dear  ground,  were  very  agreeably  varied,  j’”* 
and  the  latter  had  a rich  ycllowilh  colour,  which  cxadlly 
refcmbled  the  golden  corn-fields  of  Europe.  We  all  agreed 
that  this  illaiul  was  one  of  the  finell  we  had  hitherto  feen 
in  the  new  group,  and  feemed  to  be  well  fituated  for  the 
purpofe  of  an  European  fettlement.  We  kept  at  a con. 
iiderable  dillancc  from  it  •,  but  it  appeared  to  us  to  be  more 
thinly  inhabited  than  thofe  which  we  had  left  to  the  north- 
ward. This  circumftance  would  facilitate  the  cftablilh- 
ment  of  a colony ; and  if  the  fpirit  of  philanthropy  could 
ever  animate  the  planters,  they  would  here  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  become  the  benefadors  of  the  natives.  From 
what  we  obferved  at  Mallicollo,  this  race  of  men  is  very 
intelligent,  and  would  readily  receive  the  improvements  of 
civilization.  There  appeared  to  be  a bay  towards  the  N. 

W.  end  of  the  illand,  which  we  did  not  examine,  on  account 
of  feveral  fmall  iflands  and  reefs  lying  before  it  to  the  eaft- 
ward.  It  appeared  to  form  a deep  indenture  on  the 
fhore,  and  to  be  more  acceffible  from  the  wefiward.  Cap- 
tain Cook  named  this  extenfive  illand  Sandwich,  that  to  the 
north  Hinchinbrook,  and  the  other  to  the  call  Montagu. 

The  middle  of  Sandwich  Illand  lies  in  170  40*  S.  lat.  and 
j d 8°  30'  E.  long. 

We  ran  to  the  fouth-ealhvard  all  the  afternoon  and  WcduM.  ,7. 
night ; but  at  day-break,  the  next  morning,  another  illand 
was  feen  ahead,  about  fourteen  leagues  dillant,  Sandwich 
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■ being  ftill  faintly  in  light,  nearly  at  the  fame  diftance. 
Our  Ihips  now  perfectly  refembled  an  hofpital ; the  poifoned 
patients  were  ftill  in  a deplorable  fituation  ; they  continued 
to  have  gripes,  and  acute  pains  in  all  their  bones : in  the 
day  time  they  were  in  a manner  giddy,  and  felt  a great 
hcavinefs  in  their  heads  ; at  night,  as  foon  as  they  were 
warm  in  bed,  their  pains  redoubled,  and  robbed  them  en- 
tirely of  llcep.  The  fecretion  of  falfaa  was  cxcelfivc ; the 
Ikin  peeled  off  from  the  whole  body,  and  pimples  appeared 
on  their  hands.  Thofe  who  were  lefs  afflitfted  with  pain, 
were  much  weaker  in  proportion,  and  crawled  about  the 
decks,  emaciated  to  mere  Ihadows-  We  had  not  one  lieu- 
tenant able  to  do  duty ; and  as  one  of  the  mates,  and  feveral 
of  the  midlhipmen  were  likewife  ill,  the  watches  were  com- 
manded by  the  gunner  and  the  other  mates.  The  dogs 
^ which  had  unfortunately  fed  upon  the  fame  fifli,  were  in  a 
ftill  worfe  condition,  as  we  could  not  give  them  any  relief. 
They  groaned  and  panted  raoft  piteoufly,  drank  great  quan- 
tities of  water,  and  appeared  to  be  tortured  with  pain. 
Thofe  which  had  eaten  of  the  entrails  were  infinitely  more 
afletfted  than  the  reft.  One  of  thefe  poor  creatures  was 
doomed  to  be  a martyr,  being  the  fame  upon  which  we 
tried  the  Mallicollefc  arrows  j however,  he  luckily  got  the 
better  of  both  thefe  attacks,  and  was  brought  to  England. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  captain  Quiros  complains  of  a fort  of 
fiQi,  which  he  calls  pargos,  that  poifoned  great  parr  of  his 
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crew,  in  the  bay  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  James.  Nothing  is  j'JZt. 
more  probable,  than  that  it  was  of  the  fame  fpecics,  pargos 
being  the  Spanifh  name  of  the  fea-bream  (pagrus.J  It  is  to 
be  fufpetfted,  at  the  fame  time,  that  thefe  filhes  arc  not 
always  poifonous,  but,  like  many  fpccies  in  the  Weft  and  Eaft 
Indies,  may  acquire  that  quality,  by  feeding  on  poifonous  ve- 
getables. The  circumftance,  that  the  inteftines  were  more 
poifonous  than  the  reft,  fccms  to  confirm  this  fuppofition  ; 
the  greateft  part  of  the  venom  remaining  in  the  prima  via, 
wbilft  only  a fmall  part  was  carried  into  the  mufcles,  by 
the  chyle  and  blood. 

We  had  had  very  mild  weather  after  leaving  Mallicollo, 
but  the  trade-wind  had  blown  frefh  from  time  to  time.  At 
prcfent,  however,  being  in  fight  of  this  new  illand,  we  were 
flopped  by  light  airs  and  faint  breezes.  All  the  next  day  Thorfti,y  *». 
we  lay  becalmed,  and  rolled  about  very  uncomfortably,  be- 
ing fet  to  the  northward  fevcral  leagues  by  a current.  In 
the  evening  we  difcovered  another  ifland  very  far  off  to  the 
fouth-eaftward,  of  which  for  the  prefent  we  took  no  notice. 

The  day  after  we  obtained  a breeze  towards  noon,  which  Fridjy  «9. 
continued  till  the  next  day  in  the  evening,  and  brought  us  falurd  30. 
within  fix  leagues  of  the  land.  In  the  afternoon  one  of 
the  dogs,  lefs  affefted  with  the  poifon  of  the  fifli  than  the 
reft,  being  quite  recovered,  we  determined  to  try  another 
experiment  with  the  poifon  of  the  Mallicollcfe  arrow.  An 
incifion  was  made  with  a lancet  in  his  thigh,  and  the  re- 
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finous  fubflance  flicking  on  the  bony  point  of  the  arrow, 
as  well  as  the  green  earthy  fluff  which  lodged  in  the  com- 
partments formed  by  the  coco  nut  fibres,  were  feraped  ofF, 
and  laid  into  the  wound,  covered  with  a plafler,  in  ordor 
to  make  the  experiment  as  fair  as  poflible.  The  dog,  as  I 
have  already  mentioned,  recovered  as  quickly  as  if  nothing 
had  been  laid  into  the  wound. 

The  next  morning  it  was  abfolutely  calm  again,  and 
many  of  our  failors  obferved,  that  the  ifland  before  us  was 
certainly  enchanted,  becaufe  our  attempts  to  come  near  it 
had  hitherto  failed.  At  prefent  we  faw  the  other  ifland  to 
the  fouth,  which  had  been  difeovered  on  the  28  th,  more 
diflinclly  than  before.  The  nearer  ifland  feemed  to  be  lefs 
fertile  and  agreeable  than  thofe  which  wc  had  hitherto  dif- 
eovered ; it  feemed,  however,  to  be  inhabited,  which  v\c 
concluded  on  feeing  a great  fmokc  rife  from  it.  Our  fitua- 
tion  was  the  more  difagrecable,  as  it  was  tantalizing  to  be 
in  fight  of  land,  and  not  to  be  able  to  approach  it.  Not- 
withflanding  its  fuppofed  barrennefs,  which  precluded  the 
hope  of  refrefhmcnts,  we  were  all  very  defirous  of  being 
better  acquainted  with  it.  Wc  never  felt  the  tedioufnefs  of 
being  confined  to  the  (hip  more  feverely,  nor  ever  wifhed 
more  eargcrly  to  have  intercourfc  with  human  creatures. 
The  company  of  favages,  and  an  opportunity  of  contem- 
plating their  manners,  dwellings  and  plantations,  were  at 
prefent,  in  our  eftimation,  deferable  objcfls.  In  the  after- 
noon 
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noon  two  (harks  were  caught,  which  fwam  about  the  (hip, 
attended  by  pilot  and  fucking- fifties.  One  of  thefe  huge 
voracious  animals  feemed  to  be  a fpccies  of  epicure,  having 
in  his  maw  no  lefs  than  four  young  turtles,  of  eighteen 
inches  in  diameter,  two  large  cuttle-filhes,  and  the  feathers 
and  (kcleton  of  a booby  ; but  though  he  was  well  fed,  Ire 
did  not  difdain  a piece  of  fait  pork,  with  which  we  baited 
our  hook.  The  failors  had  no  fooner  hauled  them  on  deck, 
than  every  one  drew  his  knife,  and  in  a few  moments 
divided  them  into  fmall  pieces,  which  they  haftened  to  drefs, 
and  to  devour.  One  of  the  (harks  making  fome  refiftance 
in  hauling  up,  was  (hot  dead  by  our  officers,  who  were 
equally  concerned  with  the  reft  of  their  (hipmates  to  pre- 
vent his  efcapc.  In  this  manner  we  revenged  the  caufe  of 
the  whole  fubmarine  creation.  Salt  provifions  are  more 
loathforae  in  hot  climates  than  every  where  clfe,  which  is 
partly  owing  to  the  raging  third  they  occafion.  As  we 
had  lived  upon  fait  meat  fince  we  left  Namoka,  it  may  be 
cafdy  imagined  that  no  (hark  was  ever  more  delicious  to 
our  tafte.  A faint  breeze  fprung  up  at  night,  with  which 
we  proceeded  towards  the  land  once  more.  We  difeerned 
a ftngle  rock  the  next  morning  lying  olT  its  north  end,  at 
the  diftance  of  a few  leagues  ; and  as  we  approached,  found 
•the  illand  lefs  barren  than  we  had  at  firft  fuppofed.  To- 
wards ten  o’clock,  we  were  moft  dreadfully  alarmed  by  a 
fre  in  the  (hip.  Confufion  and  horror  appeared  in  all  our 
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faces,  at  the  bare  mention  of  it ; and  it  was  fome  time  be- 
fore proper  meafurcs  were  taken  to  Hop  its  progrefs : for  in 
thefc  moments  of  danger,  few  are  able  to  collect  their  fa- 
culties, and  to  adt  with  cool  deliberation.  The  mind  which 
uncxpedled  and  imminent  danger  cannot  ruffle  for  a time,  is 
one  of  the  fcarceft  phxnomena  in  human  nature ; no  won- 
der then,  that  it  was  not  to  be  met  with  among  the  fmall 
number  of  perfons  to  whom  the  (hip  was  entrufted.  To  be 
on  board  of  a {hip  on  fire,  is  perhaps  one  of  the  mod  trying 
fituations  that  can  be  imagined  ; a dorm  itfelf,  on  a danger- 
ous coad,  is  lefs  dreadful,  as  it  does  not  fo  entirely  preclude 
all  hopes  of  efcaping  with  life.  Providentially,  the  fire  of 
this  day  was  very  trifling,  and  extinguiflied  in  a few  mo- 
ments. Our  fears  fuggeded  that  it  was  in  the  fail-room  ; 
but  we  foon  found,  that  a piece  of  Taheitec  cloth,  carelefsly 
laid  near  the  lamp  in  the  Reward's  room,  had  taken  fire, 
and  raifed  a quantity  of  fmoke,  which  gave  the  alarm.  In 
proportion  as  we  advanced  towards  the  land,  we  difeerned 
fine  woods  upon  it,  interfperfed  with  glades  and  plantations 
on  the  very  fummitsof  the  hills.  A number  of  coco-palms 
were  likewife  obferved  upon  it,  which  had  not  however  that 
noble  appearance,  by  which  we  didinguiflied  them  in  other 
countries. 

In  the  afternoon  we  came  up  with  the  weft  fide  of  the 
ifland,  and  running  clofc  to  the  fliore,  we  obferved  fcveral 
fmall  beaches,  at  the  foot  of  deep  hills,  covered  with  plan- 
tations. 
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rations,  Thefe  chiefly  confifted  of  bananas,  and  were  con- 
fined in  neat  enclofures,  near  which  we  alfo  noticed  fevc- 
ral  houfes  like  fheds.  Thirty  or  forty  natives  were  feen 
running  along  the  fliore,  armed  with  bows  and  arrows,  as 
well  as  fpears.  They  looked  very  fwarthy  at  a diflancc, 
and  refembled  the  people  of  Mallicollo.  Some  women 
were  obferved  among  them,  who  wore  a kind  of  petticoat, 
apparently  made  of  leaves  and  ftraw,  which  defeended  to 
the  mid  leg,  or  fometimes  nearly  to  the  ancles  ; the  men  on 
the  contrary  were  naked,  like  the  Mallicollefe.  We  en- 
tered a kind  of  open  bay,  where  the  natives  of  both  fexes 
waded  a good  way  into  the  water,  and  called  to  us,  to  all 
appearance,  with  very  friendly  geftures.  We  flood  acrofs 
the  bay,  where  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  anchor.  It 
was  growing  dark  when  we  opened  the  fouthernmoft  point, 
and  faw  the  coaft  flretching  to  the  eaft.  As  the  wind  was 
falling  again,  we  did  not  attempt  to  Hand  in  fhore  any 
longer,  but  rather  endeavoured  to  keep  dff  during  night, 
for  fear  of  being  fet  towards  it  by  the  current.  Every 
morning  and  evening,  at  fun-rife  and  fun  fet,  our  failors 
waflied  the  decks  from  one  end  to  the  other,  to  prevent 
the  heat  from  drying  them  up  too  much,  and  making 
them  leaky.  This  evening  one  of  the  marines,  who  was 
drawing  water  on  the  Ihip’s  fide,  for  this  purpofe,  had  the 
misfortune  to  fall  over-board.  He  was  not  able  to  fwim  ; 
however,  by  bringing  the  fliip  to  inflantly,  and  throwing  a 
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number  of  ropes  over-board,  one  of  which  he  feized,  wc 
fuccecdcd  in  our  endeavours  to  fave  him.  The  poor  fellow 
was  immediately  conduced  between  decks,  by  his  com- 
rades  the  marines,  being  much  weakened  by  the  elFor 
lie  had  made  to  fave  himfelf  by  keeping  fall  hold  of  the 
rope,  as  well  as  the  fudden  fear  of  death.  They  fhifted 
his  clothes,  and  gave  him  a dram  or  two  of  brandy  to 
revive  the  animal  fpirits,  treating  him  with  peculiar  ten- 
dernefs,  the  refult  of  an  efprit  du  corps,  to  which  failors  are 
at  prefent  utter  ftrangers. 

The  calms  which  had  fo  long  pcrfecutcd  us,  were  not 

l • i ■ ‘y-  LuOlfljOll  ) I! A 

vet  at  an  end.  Our  (hip  lay  like  a log  on  the  water  all 

1 ■ r , • 

night,  and  the  next  day  being  gradually  drifted  into  the  bay 
which  we  had  palled  the  day  before,  the  boats  were  hoilled 

* 1 1 f i 1 1 l i .* 

out,  and  fent  in  quell  of  anchorage.  They  had  no  foundings 

> * ct.  bt.  . 

till  they  came  near  the  Ihore,  but  there  had  round  twenty 

fathom,  at  the  diftance  of  three  cables  lengths  (fix  hundred 
yards.)  The  natives  were  feen  running  to  the  beach  again,  but 
our  people  held  no  converfe  with  them  for  captain  Cook 
feeing  a breeze  fpring  up,  made  the  fignal  for  them  to 
return,  and  hoilled  them  in  again.  The  cannon  which  was 

J.  i.  • 4 i *» 

fired  on  the  occafion,  feemed  to  have  no  particular  effeft  on 
the  natives,  who  were  doubtlefs  utterly  unacquainted  with 

^ V».i  i f\ 

our  arms,  and  with  Europeans. 

Wc  failed  round  the  N.  W.  point  of  the  illand,  and  in  the 
morning  advanced  towards  the  Angle  rock,  which  wc  had 
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noticed  before.  A very  remarkable  mountain  with  a 

v ,roai j:  on  rf  ...fv/  ->n/)  i.m,'  ; ..  j 

double  fummit,  which  had  fome  refcmblancc  to  a faddle, 

i 

lay  on  the  ifland  juft  abreaft  of  this  rock,  and  feemed  to  be 

' 

of  great  height,  even  though  the  reft  of  the  ifland  had  a 

r.  \i  Xf  WqaJt  doy-i  k , I . , 

cpnnderable  elevation.  The  detached  rock  appeared  to  be 

■TrJ  .0  Dion  Jilt  Jjnirpo.'t  VJ  • t • 

covered  with  woo(l,  and  our  fhip  being  greatly  in  want  of 

rill  v )u  1 . 4 1 1 r *Ti  1 5 

fuel,  two  boats  were  hoifted  out  and  fent  towards  it.  The 
hopes  of  making  fome  botanical  acquifitions,  engaged  us  to 
embark  in  one  of  thefe  boats.  The  diftancc  which  had 
been  fuppofed  trilling,  was  found  to  be  near  five  miles  ; but 
after  rowing  all  this  fpace,  wc  were  wholly  difappointed. 

An  enormous  furf  broke  upon  the  rock  on  all  fides,  which 

1 , 

rendered  the  landing  abfolutely  impracticable.  In  vain  we 
rowetj  all  round  it,  calling  many  a longing  look  at  the 

• * * ' * l'.  1 1 - * » '*.**'■  • 1 * % ' 1,  * , \ ' t ' il.. 

verdure  and  trees  with  which  we  faw  it  covered.  A large 
bat,  and  fome  fmall  birds  were  obferved  flying  through  its 

bulhes  ; and  a number  of  fifh  fwam  among  the  broken 

lint  ‘ >.:i  i< 

rocks  ; but  the  former  did  not  come  within  mulket-fliot, 


and  the  others  refufed  to  take  our  hooks. 


Returning  back 
to  the  Ihip  we  caught  a water-fnake  (coluber  hticaiuhtus,  Linn  J 

. f f J f • { 

of  the  fame  fort  which  had  been  obferved  fo  plentiful  on 
one  of  the  low  ifles  off  Maria  Bay,  in  Tonga-Tabboo.  (See 
vol.  I.  p.  478.) 


.1.  i . 


After  returning  on  board,  a gentle  breeze  fprung  up, 
and  we  flood  into  a kind  of  bay,  clofe  under  the  Saddle- 

' I IlM.  V 

peak,  to  the  weftward  of  it.  We  came  in  towards  evening, 
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jJfJit r.  and  found  the  bay  Very  extenfive,  above  eight  miles  widej: 
but  not  above  two  deep.  The  Saddle  which  forms  a kind' 
of  peninfula,  lies  oh  its  call  fide,  and  (belters  it  from  the* 
trade-wind,  being  very  deep  towards  tile  point,  but  gra- 
dually Hoping  iniodcfl'erdiills  towa:rds"the  bottom  of  the 
bay.  Every  part  of  the  (bore  was  well  cultivated  between' 
the  wild  groves  s and  every  plantation  feemed  to  be  eti- 
clofed  in  very  neat  fences  of  reed,  exactly  refembling  thole 
which  we  had  obferved  at  the  Friendly  Ifles.  We  dropped' 
an  anchor  about  a quarter  of  a mile  from  (hore,  having  a 
low  point  a-hcad  of  us,  behind  which  there  appeared  to  be 
a harbour.  The  natives  lined  the  (hore  in  great  crouds; 
fome  of  them  fwam  off,  and  came  within  hail,  but  no 
nearer  ; crying  out  and  fcrcaming  aloud  to  us.  They  ap- 
peared at  a diftance  to  refemble  the  Mallicollefe,  and  were 
fwarthy  ; one  of  them  however,  had  reddilh  hair,  and  was 
fairer  than  the  reft.  It  was  remarkable  that  not  a (Ingle 
canoe  appeared,  either  on  the  water,  or  hauled  alhore  ; 
though  wc  can  hardly  fuppofe  fo  fine  an  ifland  to  be  defti- 
tutc  of  boats.  As  it  was  growing  dark,  all  the  fwimmers 
returned  to  the  (hore,  and  made  feveral  fires  in  their  plan- 
tations. Our  provifion  of  frc(h  water  being  very  low,  and 
that  which  we  filled  at  Namoka  being  very  bad,  wc  re- 
joiced to  have  found  a place,  where  the  appearance  of  the 
country,  gave  us  the  greateft  hopes  of  meeting  with  a fre(h 
fupply,  not  only  of  this  ncccflary  article,  but  of  all  forts 
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of  rcfrcfhmcntB.  All  thofe  who  had  been  poifoned  by  the 
Tied  fifh  at  Mallicollo,  were  not  yet  wholly  recovered,  but 
felt  their  pains  returning  every  night,  their  teeth  lofe,  and 
their  gums  and  palate  excoriated.  They  likewife  hoped  to; 
get  rid  o£  the  remains  of  their  tedious  ficknefs,  by  making, 
fome  ftay  on  this  ifland,  and  recruiting  their  ftrength  with: 
wholefonoe  frcCh  food,  to  which  they  had  long  been  (han- 
gers. But  all  our  expectations  proved  abortive  and  pre-: 
mature/ 

Early  in  the  morning,  captain  Cook  ordered  two  boats 
to  be  properly  armed  and  manned,  and  commanding  him- 
fclf  in  one,  and  entrutting  the  other  to  the  care  of  the  matter, 
went  in  fearch  of  a/;  convenient  watering-place.  He  firtt 
rowed  towards  the  Chore  directly  abreatt  of  the  fhip,  where 
a number  of  natives  not  lefs  than  fixty,  were  affembled  on 
the  beach.  As  foon  as  he  was  near  the  Chore,  fomc  of  the 
natives  came  into  the  water,  round  the  boats,  where  the 
captain  diftributed  to  them  nails,  medals,  Taheitec  cloth, 
& c.  with  which  they  feemed  vaftly  delighted.  lie  foon 
put  off,  and  rowed  along  the  Chore,  more  ahead  of  the 
fhip,  round  the  low  point  which  I have  already  mentioned, 
the  natives  running  along  in  the  fame  direction.  The 
boats  having  got  round  the  point,  which  might  be  about 
three  quarters  of  a mile  off,  continued  out  - of  fight  near 
an  hour.  In  the  mean  time,  the  natives  were  obferved 
running  towards  the  point  from  all  parts,  whilft  a great 

number 
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number  fat  down  oppofite  the  fhip,  gazing  at  it  with  the 
greateft  attention.  At  once  -we  heard  the  difcharge  of 
fiomc  muflcets,1  and  an  irregular  fire  kept  up  for  fome 
time.  Upon  this  alarm,  ariother  boat  was  inftantly  equip- 
ped, and  fent  to  the  affiftance  of  the  former,  arid  a fwivel 
fliot  directed  over  the  point.-  A great'  gan  was  likewife 
brought  upon  the  fore-caflle,  and  fired  off  towards  the 
hills.  This  ilruck  a panic  into  the  inhabitants  in  our 
fight,  who  all  haficned  to  fereen  themfelves  in  the  buihes  ; 
many  were  feen  running  out  of  the  plantations  on  the  hills, 
roufed  by  the  found,  and  hurrying  away  again,  as  foon 
as  they  beheld  their  countrymen  put  to  flight.  We  affi> 
faw  fevcral  dragging  a dead  or  wounded  man  up  One  of 
the  hills,  from  the  place  where  we  heard  the  fifo  of  our 
boats.  In  a little  time  the  captain  returned  in  one  boar, 
while  the  two  others  continued  to  found  in  rli£  bay.  One 
of  our  fcamen  was  brought  into  the  fhip  with  a wound  in 
the  cheek  and  another  in  the  wrifl ; and  we  had  the  fol- 
lowing account  from  captain  Cook  and  thofe  who  accom- 
panied him,  concerning  this  unfortunate  attack.  The  boats 
had  no  fooner  rowed  round  the  point  than  they  found  a 
good  landing-place,  where  the  captain  and  another  perfon 
ftepped  afhore.  He  found  fcveral  hundred  natives  armed 
with  Lows  and  arrows,  clubs,  and  long  fpears.  Their  fla- 
ture  was  of  the  middle  fize,  and  much  fupefior  to  that  of 
the  Mallicollefe  ; they  were  indeed  nearly  of  the  fame 
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fwarthy  hue,  but  better  limbed  and  better  featured.  They 
went  (lark  naked,  with  a rope  only  about  the  middle,  and 
were  for  the  reft  to  the  full  as  ,indccent  in  the  eyes  of 
Europeans  as  the  Mallicollefe.  Black  paint  and  ruddle  were 
likewife  not  {pared  on  fome , of  their  faces  ; their  hair  was 
black, r very  curly  or  frizzled,  but  not  woolly  in  all  perfons 
alike,  and  in  a great  quantity.  Some,  however,  had  redclilh 
hair,  and  all  had  ftrong  black  beards. 

Captain  Cook  began  with  diftributing  prefents  to  feveral 
of  the  natives,  and  particularly  to  a man  who  appeared  to 
have  fome  authority  over  the  reft.  Having  expreffed  by 
figns  that  he  wanted  frelh  water  and  other  provifions,  the 
chief, lent,  away  fome  men,  and  continued  to  converfe  by 
figns.  In  a fhort  time  the  men  returned,  bringing  a hol- 
low bamboo  filled  with  frefh  water,  a few  coco-nuts,  and 
the  root  of  a yam.  Our  people  underftood  from  their  gef- 
tures,  that  they  had  fetched  the  water  at  a little  diftance, 
but  it  feemed  the  natives  were  not  inclined  to  let  them  walk 
thither  to  examine  it.  Their  numbers  encreafing  every 
moment,  the  captain  re-embarked,  and  ordered  his  .boat  to 
be  pufhed  off.  One  of  the  natives  immediately  feized  an 
Oar,  but  another  took  it  out  of  his  hand  and  threw  it  back 
towards  the  boat.  Some  then  took  hold  of  the  gang-board, 
which  the  failors  had  neglected  to  fccure,  and  hauled  the 
boat  back  to  the  Qiorc,  whilft  others  came  into  the  water 
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and  feizcd  the  boat  itfelf,  taking  out  two  other  oars.  The 
chief  flood  near  the  boat,  and  fecmed  to  dirett  this  whole 
manoeuvre.  Captain  Cook  levelled  his  mulket  at  the  na- 
tives, but  here,  as  at  Savage  Ifland,  (fee  pag.  i 6 6.)  the  piece 
milled  fire  feveral  times.  The  natives  feeing  him  take  aim, 
and  readily  conceiving  that  what  he  held  in  his  hand  was 
a weapon,  drew  their  bows  and  poifed  their  fpears.  A 
volley  of  arrows  was  directed  at  our  people,  and  feveral 
fpears  were  thrown  into  the  boat.  One  of  them,  without 
any  carving  and  perfectly  blunt,  wounded  a fcaman  in  the 
check.  Captain  Cook,  feeing  the  lives  of  his  people  in 
danger,  ordered  them  to  fire,  but  it  was  fome  time  before 
any  of  them  could  difeharge  their  mulkcts.  The  firft  dif- 
charge  killed  two  natives,  who  fill  clofe  to  the  boat.  The 
reft,  Hill  undifmayed,  ran  back  a little  at  firft,  but  return- 
ed brilkly  to  the  charge,  throwing  ftones  and  fhooting 
arrows  at  our  people.  The  other  boat  likewifc  fired  upon 
them,  but  only  two  or  three  of  their  mulkcts  went  off; 
however,  they  alfo  killed  and  wounded  fome  other  natives. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  though  the  beft  flints  are  to  be  had  in 
England,  and  though  government  allows  the  higheft  price 
for  them  to  the  contractors,  yet  arc  our  troops  fupplied  with 
the  very  worft  flints  by  thefe  people,  who  ufc  every  means 
to  amafs  a fortune  at  the  expence  of  the  public.  Some  at- 
tention ought  to  be  paid  to  an  article,  upon  which  the  lives 
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of  many  thoufand  fubje&s,  nay  often  the  fuccefs  of  engage- 
ments, in  great  meafure  depends  *.  An  arrow  hit  the 
mailer  on  the  naked  bread,  but  being  entirely  fpent,  it  did 
not  even  fetch  blood.  It  confided  of  a reed,  armed  with  a 
long  point  of  black  wood,  which  was  jagged  or  bearded 
with  many  indentures  on  one  fide.  Some  of  the  natives 
who  were  wounded  crawled  upon  all  fours  into  the  buihes. 
When  our  fwivels  and  cannon  were  fired  from  the  fliip,  the 
whole  croud  difperfed  ; fome,  however,  hid  thcmfelves  be- 
hind a fandy  elevation,  which  ferved  as  a bread-work,  from 
whence  they  continued  to  annoy  our  people,  who  for  fome 
time  amufed  thcmfelves  to  fire  at  them  as  often  as  their 
heads  appeared.  At  lad,  captain  Cook  feeing  a third  boat 
come  to  his  adidancc  returned  on  board,  and  ordered  the 
other  two  to  found  the  bay.  From  his  account  of  this 
unhappy  difputc,  Mr.  Hodges  has  invented  a drawing,  which 
is  meant  as  a representation  of  his  interview  with  the  na- 
tives. For  my  own  part,  I cannot  entirely  perfuade  myfelf 
that  thefe  people  had  any  hodile  intentions  in  detaining  our 
boat.  The  levelling  of  a mufket  at  them,  or  rather  at  their 
chief,  provoked  them  to  attack  our  crew.  On  our  part  this 

• It  has  been  obferved  by  foreigners,  who  have  been  fpc&ators  of  military 
manoeuvres,  abroad  as  well  as  in  Hyde- Park,  that  upon  a company's  firing  fevc- 
ral  rounds,  fix  private  men  at  lead  retire  behind  the  lines  to  draw  or  to  fire  their 
mi  ff's,  which  did  not  go  off  before.  This  lingular  circumftance  is  not  owing 
to  any  <icfc&  in  the  locks,  but  to  the  badnefs  of  the  flints.  Atl  foreign  troops  are 
in  that  refped  fuperior  to  the  Bricifh. 
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ao”Jst  manoeuvre  was  equally  neceflary  ; but  it  is  much  to  be  la- 
mented  that  the  voyages  of  Europeans  cannot  be  performed 
without  being  fatal  to  the  nations  whom  they  vifit. 

After  break  fa  (l  we  weighed  the  anchor,  and  prepared  to 
Rand  farther  into  the  bay,  our  boats  having  found  conve- 
nient anchorage  nearer  to  the  watering-place.  All  the 
wellern  coaft  of  the  bay  was  covered  with  thoufands  of 
palms,  which  had  a beautiful  cH'ctR,  and  appeared  to  be 
different  from  the  coco-palm.  We  foon  came  in  fight  of 
the  place  where  the  engagement  had  happened.  A few  na- 
tives who  flood  here  and  there  on  the  fhore,  ran  into  the 
woods  on  feeing  the  fhip.  We  faw  the  two  oars  which  they 
had  taken  out  of  the  boat  ftuck  in  the  ground  and  leaning 
on  the  bufhes ; but  it  was  not  thought  proper  to  fend  a boat 
in  queft  of  them,  though  the  coaft  was  clear.  After  we 
had  entertained  hopes  of  coming  to  an  anchor  again  for 
fome  time,  the  captain  gave  orders  to  put  about,  and  flood 
to  the  call  ward  round  the  faddle-peak,  which  was  now  called 
Traitor’s  Head.  We  tacked  all  the  morning,  in  order  to 
weather  that  point,  but  could  not  accomplifh  it  till  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  we  opened  a bay  immedi- 
ately to  the  ea  ft  ward  of  it.  This  bay  extended  very  far 
inland,  and  feemed  to  contain  feveral  fnug  creeks  or  har- 
bours. The  lands  on  both  fides  were  covered  with  the 
thickcfl  woods,  which  had  a mod  fertile  and  enchanting 
appearance.  To  the  foutb,  the  land  Hoped  very  gently,  of- 
fering 
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fering  a fine  expofure  of  vaft  extent  almoft  wholly  culti-  AJ"J;Tf 
vated,  and  in  all  likelihood  rich  in  vegetable  produttions. 

We  were  juft  abreaft  of  this  bay,  and  perhaps  in  doubt 
whether  we  fhould  not  go  in,  when  the  ifland  appeared  in 
fight  again  to  the  fouth,  which  we  had  already  difeovered 
on  the  28th  of  July.  Captain  Cook  now  refolved  to  re- 
linquiflr  the  nearer  ifland,  and  to  proceed  to  the  more  dif— 
tant  one,  in  order  to  leave  as  little  unexplored  as  pofliblc. 

The  breeze  was  very  frefli,  and  we  left  the  ifland  with  great 
rapidity.  It  is  fituated  in  1 8°  48'  fouth  latitude,  and  169° 

20'  caft  longitude*,  and  is  nearly  of  a fquarc  figure,  which 
mcafures  at  leaft  30  leagues  in  circuit.  We  flood  foutherly 
towards  the  new  ifland,  with  ftudding  fails  fet,  which  had 
been  in  difufe  with  us  ever  fince  we  arrived  among  this 
group  of  ifles.  Several  fires  appeared  upon  the  ifland  at 
night,  one  of  which  blazed  up  from  time  to  time  like  the 
the  flame  of  a volcano. 

At  day-break  we  faw  a low  ifland  to  the  north-eaftward  Friday, 
of  us,  having  palled  clofc  to  it  during  the  night,  and  a high 
one  nearly  caft  of  us,  at  the  diftance  of  eight  or  nine 
leagues.  The  low  ifland  was  covered  with  coco-palms, 
but  we  could  not  determine  whether  it  confifled  of  a circu- 
lar reef  or  not.  The  large  ifland,  towards  which  we  flili 

* We  have  given  it  the  name  of  Irromanca,  for,  as  wc  afterwards  learnt 
on  an  adjacent  ifland,  this  is  the  name  by  which  it  is  known  among  the  natives, 
hie  the  tie*:  chapter. 
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direfted  our  courfe,  extended  from  N.  W.  to  S.  E.  and  con- 
fided of  a high  range  of  mountains.  Towards  the  fouth- 
eadern  extremity,  at  the  end  of  a fecondary  range  of  hills, 
we  difeovered  a volcano,  of  which  we  had  really  fecn  the 
fire  at  night.  It  was  a low  hill,  much  lower  than  any  it* 
the  fame  range,  and  of  a conical  drape,  with  a crater  in 
the  middle.  Its  colour  was  reddifh  brown,  confiding  of  a- 
heap  of  burnt  dones,  perfectly  barren,  but  it  offered  a very 
driking  fight  to  our  eyes.  A column  of  heavy  fmoke  rofe 
up  from  time  to  time,  like  a great  tree,  whofe  crown  gra- 
dually fpread  as  it  afeended.  Every  time  that  a new  co- 
lumn of  fmoke  was  thus  thrown  up,  we  heard  a very  deep- 
rumbling  found  like  thunder,  and  the  columns  followed 
each  other  at  very  fhort  intervals.  The  colour  of  the  fmoke 
was  not  always  the  fame;  it  was  white  and  yellowifh  in 
general,  but  fometimes  of  a dirty  reddifh  grey,  which  we 
fufpedlcd  to  be  partly  owing  to  the  fire  in  the  crater  which 
illuminated  the  fmoke  and  allies.  The  whole  idand,  except 
the  volcano,  is  well  wooded,  and  contains  abundance  of 
fine  coco-palms;  its  verdure,  even  at  this  feafon,  which 
was  the  winter  of  thefe  regions,  was  very  rich  and  beautiful. 

After  eight  o’clock  we  hoided  out  our  boats,  and  the 
madcr  went  to  found  a harbour,  which  appeared  in  view 
to  the  ead  of  the  volcano.  They  ran  in  very  fad,  and 
were  followed  by  two  canoes  of  the  natives,  which  put  off 
from  different  parts  of  the  coad  ; another  canoe  was  feen  at 
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a diftancc  failing  along  (hore.  In  a little  time  they  made 
fignals  for  the  (hip  to  follow.  We  flood  on  into  the  har- 
bour, which  has  a narrow  entrance,  and  as  we  kept  a man 
conftantly  founding  in  the  chains,  we  were  greatly  alarmed 
when  our  foundings  fuddcnly  decreafed  from  fix  fathom  to 
three  and  a half ; however,  an  inftant  afterwards  we  had 
four,  five,  and  more  fathoms.  It  appeared  that  we  had 
providentially  palled  over  a rock  before  the  entrance,  on 
w hich  we  had  run  the  greateft  rifk  of  ftriking.  The  har- 
bour was  a fmall  fnug  bafon,  where  we  let  go  our  anchor 
in  four  fathom,  furrounded  by  a number  of  natives  in 
their  canoes. 

This  was  the  only  anchorage  where  we  made  any  flay  in 
all  the  extenfive  duller  of  iflands  which  we  had  now  dif- 
covered.  We  provided  our  (hip  with  wood  and  water,  but 
did  not  obtain  any  refrcfhments  worth  mentioning.  The 
principal  advantage  which  we  derived  from  putting  in  here, 
conGfted  in  a few  remarks  on  a race  of  people,  in  a great 
meafure  diftind  from  all  the  tribes  which  were  known  to 
us  before.  But  while  we  were  entertained  with  various  new 
and  ftriking  objeds,  it  was  very  difagreeable  to  be  tanta- 
lized with  the  fight  of  wholefomc  vegetable  and  animat 
food,  with  which  the  natives  did  not  choofe  to  fupply  us- 
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Account  of  our  Jiay  at  Tanna,  and  departure  jrom  tie  New  Hebrides. 


T TAVING  brought  the  ffiip  to  an  anchor,  we  were  well 
pleafed  to  fee  the  natives  coming  off  in  their  canoes 
from  different  parts  of  the  bay,  and  paddling  round  about 
us  at  a little  diftance.  Their  behaviour  at  firft  was  very  ir- 
rcfolute;  though  all  were  armed  with  fpears,  clubs,  bows 
and  arrows.  One  or  two  came  clofe  to  us,  and  fent  a yam, 
or  a coco-nut,  upon  the  deck,  for  which  we  made  them 
prefents  of  our  goods.  In  a few  moments  the  number  of 
canoes  encreafcd  to  feventeen  •,  fome  of  them  contained 
twenty-two  men ; others  ten,  feven,  five,  and  the  fmalleft 
only  two;  fo  that  the  number  of  people  about  us  exceeded 
two  hundred.  They  pronounced  feveral  words  to  us  from 
time  to  time,  and  feemed  to  propofe  queftions ; but  if  we 
uttered  a word  of  the  Taheitee,  or  Mallicollo  dialed,  they 
repeated  it,  without  feeming  to  have  the  lead  idea  of  it. 
By  degrees  they  were  familiarized  with  our  appearance, 
and  ventured  clofe  along  fide.  Wc  had  hung  a net  over- 
board aflern,  containing  fait  meat  for  dinner,  which  the  fea 
water  was  to  ffelhen,  as  we  did  every  day ; one  of  the  na- 
tives, 
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tives,  an  old  man,  feizcd  this  net,  and  was  about  to  detach 
it ; but  being  called  to,  he  inftantly  defiftcd.  However,  an- 
other {hook  his  dart  at  us  upon  this  occafion,  and  flill  an- 
other adjufted  an  arrow  to  his  bow,  taking  aim  by  turns 
at  different  perfons  on  the  quarter-deck.  Captain  Cook 
imagined  that  the  difcharge  of  a cannon  might  be  of  great 
fcrvice,  to  prevent  any  unhappy  differences  with  the  na- 
tives, by  apprizing  them  of  our  power.  He  made  fign 
accordingly  to  the  canoes  to  paddle  afide,  in  order  to  keep 
clear  of  the  {hot.  It  was  remarkable  that  they  were  not 
offended  by  this  fign,  which  had  the  air  of  authority,  but 
readily  dropped  aftern.  The  gun  was  fired  towards  the 
fhore,  and  the  two  hundred  people  leaped  out  of  their 
canoes  into  the  fca  in  the  fame  inflant.  Only  a Angle 
young  man,  very  well  made,  and  of  a very  open  friendly 
countenance,  remained  {landing  in  his  canoe,  without  the 
leaft  marks  of  furprize  or  fear,  but  looking  with  a mixture 
of  mirth  and  contempt  at  his  affrighted  countrymen.  They 
prefcntly  recovered  theif  ftation  in  their  canoes,  and  feeing 
no  ill  confcquences  had  enfued  after  our  bravado,  converfed 
very  loud  with  each  other,  and  feemed  to  laugh  at  their  - 
own  fears.  They  kept  off  however  at  a little  diflance,  and 
did  not  Ihew  any  hoftile  inclinations. 

Captain  Cook  did  not  like  the  {hip’s  birth,  but  rcfolvcd 
to  carry  her  deeper  into  the  bay.  To  that  purpofc,  a boat 
was  fent  off  with  an  anchor,  and  our  people  proceeded  in 

their 


26$ 

August. 


Digitized  by  Google 


2<$4 

»T7f* 

August. 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

their  operation  without  beiDg  molefted.  The  buoy,  how- 
ever, which  belonged  to  our  firft  anchor,  appeared  fo  tempt- 
ing, that  an  old  Indian,  who  was  quite  bald,  put  off  in  his 
canoe,  and  endeavoured  to  carry  it  away,  at  firft  by  towing 
it,  but  afterwards  by  detaching  it  from  its  rope.  As  foon 
as  we  perceived  that  he  was  feriouflv  at  work  about  it, 
captain  Cook  called  to  him  to  defift,  but  he  was  not  able  fo 
much  as  to  divert  his  attention.  The  captain  fired  a 
mulket  loaded  with  fmall  fliot  at  him  ; and  fome  of  the  fhot 
having  ftruck  him,  he  immediately  threw  the  buoy  out  of 
his  canoe.  A few  moments  after,  however,  feeling  himfelf 
very  little  hurt,  he  returned  once  more  to  complete  his 
former  undertaking.  A mulket,  with  a ball,  was  now  fired 
rather  Ihort  of  him  into  the  fea  ; upon  this  he  left  the  buoy, 
and  came  long  fide  to  prefent  us  with  a coco-nut.  There 
was  fomething  bold  and  generous  in  his  behaviour,  which 
I think  plainly  indicated,  that  he  offered  us  his  friendlhip, 
after  making  trial  of  our  fpirit.  Our  boat  having  laid  the 
anchor  in  the  ground  with  another  buoy,  came  on  board, 
and  we  began  to  warp  in  by  it.  The  buoy  tempted  another 
native,  notwithftanding  the  corrcdtion  which  his  country- 
man had  received.  He  was  afraid  of  taking  it  up ; but 
paddled  feveral  times  towards  it,  and  as  often  turned  back 
again.  At  laft  the  temptation  prevailed,  and  he  began  to 
haul  it  into  bis  canoe.  A large  mulkctoon  was  fired  at  him, 
and  the  ball  fell  dofe  to  him,  ftt iking  the  water  feveral 
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times,  and  at  laft  dropping  on  the  beach.  A number  of 
people  flood  near  the  place,  and  immediately  ran  off  j but 
the  man  in  the  canoe  returned  again  to  the  buoy.  Another 
mufketoon,  a fwivel,  and  laft  of  all  a cannon  were  fired, 
which  terrified  him  and  all  the  natives  both  on  the  water 
and  on  ftiore,  without  doing  them  any  hurt. 

We  brought  the  fliip  deeper  into  the  bay,  after  this  little 
difturbance  ; but  in  warping  her  in,  lhe  ftruck  aground  fe- 
veral  times,  being  drawn  out  of  the  deep  channel.  The 
water  was  very  fmooth,  and  the  bottom  covered  with  mud, 
fo  that  Ihe  could  receive  no  material  damage,  and  the  fault 
was  eafily  redreffed.  We  then  went  to  dinner  very  quietly, 
and  afterwards  proceeded  to  the  beach  in  three  boats,  well 
manned,  efpecially  by  all  our  marines.  The  opportunity 
feemed  very  favourable,  as  the  number  of  natives  in  fight 
was  very  fmall,  and  not  likely  to  give  us  any  trouble.  A 
few  of  them,  who  were  feated  in  the  grafs  along  the  beach, 
ran  off  upon  our  landing,  but  returned  as  foon  as  we 
beckoned  to  them.  On  our  left,  or  to  the  weftward,  we 
faw  a body  of  about  a hundred  and  fifty,  well  armed,  who 
advanced  towards  us  with  the  green  branches  of  coco-palm, 
which  they  prefented  us  in  Cgn  of  peace.  We  diftributed 
medals,  Taheitee  cloth,  and  iron  ware,  to  conciliate  their 
good  will ; and  afterwards  exchanged  thefe  articles  for  a 
few  coco-nuts  which  they  brought  us,  after  we  had  pointed 
to  the  trees,  and  made  our  wants  intelligible  by  different 
Vol.  II.  M m geftures. 
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gcfturcd.  A One  of  our  firfl  requefts  was,  that  they  fhould 
fit  down,’  which  was  imperfedlly  complied  with:  another, 
that  they  fhould  not  tranfgrefs  a line  which  wc  drew  on 
the  fand  ; and  to  this  they  readily  affented.  We  presently 
found  a pond  of  very  palatable  freftjwater,  and  made  figns 
to  the  natives,  that  we  came  to  provide  ourfelves  from 
thence,  and  that  we  alfo  defired  leave  to  cut  fome  trees. 
They  immediately  pointed  out  fevcral  wild  trees  which  we 
might  cur,  only  excepting  the  coco-palms,  of  which  innu- 
merable quantities  covered  the  flipre.  Wc  filled  two  fmali 
barrels  with  water,  and  cut  down  a few  trees,  to  {hew  in 
what  manner  we  intended  to  proceed  ; and  the  natives  ap- 
peared to  be  fatisfied.  Our  marines  were  however  drawn 
up,  and  the  leaft  motion  they  made  fo  terrified  the  inhabi- 
tants, that  they  ran  off  to  a confiderable  difiance,  only  a few 
old  men  remaining  near  us.  We  defired  them  to  lay  down 
their  arms  ; and  even  in  this  demand,  which  was  in  ufclf  un» 
reafonablc,  the  greateft  part  acquiefced.  Their  flature  was 
of  the  middle  fize,  and  their  perfons  infinitely  fironger,  and 
better  proportioned,  than  thofe  of  the  Mallicollefe.  Their 
colour  was  a dark  or  chefnut  brown,  with  ,a  very 
fwarthy  mixture.  Like  the  natives  of  Mallicollo,  they  went 
ftark  naked,  havdilg  only  a firing  round  the  belly,  which 
did  not  cut  their  body  in  fuch  a {hocking  manner,  as  we 
had  obferved  at  that  ifland.  Wc  faw  fome  women  at  a dif- 
tancc,  who  did  not  feem  to  be  fo  ugly  as  thofe  of  Mallicollo, 
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and  wore  a kind  of  petticoat,  which  defcendcd  below  the 
knee.  Two  girls  had  each  a long  fpear  in  their  hand,  but 
did  not  venture  nearer  than  the  reft.  We  colletflcd  a num- 
ber of  words  from  thefe  people,  among  which,  Ifar  the 
grealefl  pari  Weri  dmirely1  hew  to  u&;  but  fometimes  they 
exprefled  the  Tame  iddi  by  two  words,  one  of  which  was 
new,  and  the  other  correfponded  with  the  language  of  the 
Friendly  Illands ; from  whence  we  had  reafon  to  conclude, 
thai' 'they ‘ have  fame  neighbours  of  the  other  race,  who 
/peak  drat  language.  They  alfo  told  ais<  that  they  call 
their  own  Wand  Tans  a,  a word  which  fignifics  “earth"  in 
the  Malay  language.  This  laft  wc  looked  upon  as  a great 
acquifition  ; for  the  indigenous  name  of  a country  is  always 
permanent.  1 Wc  made  but  a fhort  flay  among  thefe  peo- 
ple, and  returned  on  board  as  foon  as  we  had  filled  our 
calks.  We  now  thought  the  peace  concluded,  and  every 
difficulty  conquered  ; but  wc  found  matters  in  a very  dif- 
ferent fituation  the  next  morning.  Our  intercourfe  with 
them  had  hitherto  been  peaceable,  becaufe  they  did  not 
feel  them felves  a match  for  ub;  but  it  feems  they  were  very 
far  from  purpofing,(to  give  us  free  admittance i into  their 
country.  They  looked  upon  us  as  invaders,  rand; appeared 
jealous  of  their  property,  and  rcfolvcd.to  defend.it.  i >1 
We  favrThe  flame  of  the  volcano  in  the  evening,,  blazing 
up,  with" an  explofion  once  in  five  minutes  or  itbcrcaboutsi 
The  tranfaftions  Of  the  day  prevented  my  /peaking  of  this 
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wonderful  phxnomenony  though  k was  in  continual  agita^ 
ilon. ""  Some  Of  the  Wplofiona  refembled  wtry  violent  clape 
of  thunder,  and  a rumbling  noife  continued  for  half  a mK 
nute  together.  The  whole  air  was  filled  with  fmoky  parti- 
cles and  with  afhes,  which  oceafioned  much  painwhtn  they 
fell  into  the  eye.  The  decks,  rigging,  argali  parts, of  the 
fhip  were  covered  with  black  fherl  allies  in  the  fpace  of  a 
few  hours,  and  the  fame  fand,  mixed  with  fmall  cinders- 
and  pumice  ftoncs,  covered  the  fca- fhore.  The  didance  of 
this  volcano  from  our  harbour  was  five  or  fix  miles  ; bu* 


fcveral  hills  lay  between,  fo  that  wc  only  faw  its  fummit,, 
which  threw  up  the  fraoke  from  a crater,  confiding  of  ftve- 
jal  ragged  points. 

Early  in  the  morning,  the  fhip  was  moored  dill  more 
conveniently  and  nearer  to  the  fhore.  The  natives  appear- 
ed at  fun-rife  coming  out  of  their  groves  and  confuhing  to- 
gether on  the  beach.  In  order  to  make  the  fequel  more 
intelligible,  it  will  be  neceflfary  to  give  a flight  fketch  df  the 
appearance  of  the  country  which  enclofed  the  haxbour. 
The  point  which  forms  its  eaftern  fhore  is  very  low  and. 
flat,'  but  prefently  rifes  into  a level  hill,  about  fifteen  otr 
twenty  yards  high,  which  is  wholly  laid  out  in  plantations. 
This  encompafles  the  eaftern  and  fouthem  fhore  of  the  bay, 
being  near  three  miles^long,  and  extending  feveral  miles  im- ' 
knd  to  the  fea  on  the  other  fide.  Where  this  flat  hill  ends, 
a fine  plain  covered  with  planttaions  runs  to  the  fouthward* 
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neared  are  of  eafy  afcent.  To  th$  \veft  this,  plain,  as  well 

as  the  whole  bay  itfelf,  is  enclofed  by.  a.  deep  hill, .three  or 
four  hundred  yards  high,  whiph  is  nearly  perpendicular  in 
mod  places.  A narrow  beach  of  large  broken  fhingles  and 
donee  runs  along  the  wedern  fliorc,  but  a perpendicular 
rock  feparates  it  from  the  fouthern  beach.  This  lad  is  very 
broad,  and  confids  of  a firm  black  fajid ; it  bounds  the 
plain,  and  is  the  fame  where  we  cut  wood  and  filled  our 
calks  with  water.  A beach  of  coral  rock  and  (hell  fand 
continues  from  thence  along  the  foot  of  the  flat  hill  quite 
to  the  eaftern  point  of  the  harbour.  The  flat  hill  does  not 
lie  clofe  to  this  beach,  but  a fpacc  of  level  land,  thirty  oij 
forty  yards  wide,  covered  with  groves  of  palms,  extends  to 
its  foot.  The  whole  fouth-ead  corner  of  the  bay  is  filled 
with  a flat  reef  of  coral,  which  is  overflowed  at  low  water. 

A few  canoes  put  off  one  by  one  from  the  Ihorc,  and 
each  brought  a coco-nut  or  two  and  a clufler  of  bananas 
for  fale,  which  they  readily  exchanged  for  Taheitee  cloth. 
As  foon  as  the  natives  in  them  had  difpofed  of  their  cargo, 
they  returned  to  the  fliore  and  brought  off  another,  f One 
of  them  offered  captain  Cook  his  dub,  and,  having  agreed 
to  take  a piece  of  doth  for  it,  it  was  let  down  into  his  ca~ 
noe.  However,  he  bad  no  fooner  received  this  cloth,  ,tham 
be  took  no  farther  trouble  to  fulfil  hia  agreement.  The 
captain  fpokc  to  him  feveral  times,  by  fuch  fig  ns  as  the 
• mam 
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A'”*lT.  man  fccmed  to  underhand,  but  all  in  vain  j a muftcr, 
charged  with  fmall  (hpt  was  fired  into  his  face,  upon  which 
he,  and  two  men  who  were,  with  him,  betook  themfelves  to 

. . Jl-.r  • TV:  [llil  j . ...  rt.  ■/  I ■ 1 .1  . I.  , 

paddling  with  the  greateft  agility.  Their  canoe  was  pur-/ 
fued,  from  deck  by  fevcral  Ihot  from  .thc.ihip’s  mnfketopns  j 
one  of  them  fell  fo  near  them,  and  rebounded  fo  often  from 
the  water,  that  they  all  jumped  into  the  fea  and  fwam 
afhorc.  A great  concourfe  of  natives  was  prefently  obferv-; 
ed  near  the  fpot  where  they  landed,  to  whom  they  probably 
related  their  ftory.  A few  minutes  after,  a fingle  man  came 
ofF  to  us  in  a canoe,  with  fomc  fugar-canes,  coco-nuts,  and 
yams,  lie  was  an  old  man,  of  a low  ftaturc,  Jmt  had  a 
very  friendly  countenance,  which  announced  hi?  gopd  dif- 
pofition.  He  had  been  active  the  preceding  afternoon  to 
preferve  the  peace  with  our  people,  and  his  arrival  was 
therefore  the  more  acceptable  to  us.  Captain  flgok  made 
him  a prefent  of  a complete  drefs  of  the,  belt  red  Taheitee 
cloth,  with  which  the  old  man  was  highly  plcafed.  He  had 
in  his  canoe  two  large  clubs,  none  of  thefe  people  ever  go- 
ing without  arms;  but  captain  Cook,  being  in,  one  of  our 
boats  along  fide,  took  them  out  and  threw  them  into  the 
fea,  making  figns  to  the  man,  that  all  his  countrymen  on 
Ihorc  Ihould  lay  down  their  arms.  The  old  fellow  liked 
tins  propofal  exceedingly,  and  feeming  entirely  contented 
with  the  lofs  of  his  clubs,  returned  to  the  (bore,  where  wc 
obferved  him  parading  for  fome  time  in  his  new  drefs. 

Vaft 
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Vaft  numbers  of  people  were  now  fcen  aflcmbling  on  the 
beach  froth  all  quarters  of'  the  ifland,  iut  far  the  greateft 
part  came  down  from  the  ftcep  hill  on  the  weft  Cde  of  the 
bay.  The  bullies  and  groves  on  the  plain  Were  filled  wi  lt 
men,  of  Whom  hiine  went  without  arms.  Towards  nine 
o'clock/ hatfihg  fixed  a fpring  on  the  cable,  we  prepared  to 
land  In  the  launch  and  tWo  other  boats,  with  all  our  ma- 
rines  and  a party  of  feamen  well  armed.  As  foon  as  the 
natives  faw  our  boats  coming,  they  hallened  out  of  the 
bufhes  on 'the  beach,  and  formed  chiefly  in  two  large  bo- 
dies, one  on  each  fide  of  the  watering-place.  That  on  the 
weft  fide  was  by  far  the  mod  confiderable,  confiding  of  no 
lefs  than  feven  hundred  men,  in  a compart  body,  who 
feemed  prepared  for  aftion.  On  the  call  fide  we  guefled 
there  might  be  about  two  hundred  men,  who,  though  equal- 
ly well  armed,  had  however  a more  peaceable  look.  In  the 
middle,  between  them,  flood  the  little  old  man  who  had 
been  with  us  juft  before,  and  two  other  natives.  Thefe 
three  were  unarmed,  and  had  laid  a heap  of  bananas  on 


the  beach.  Having  approached  within  twenty  yards  of  the 
beach,  captain  Cook  called  to  the  natives,  and  made  figns 
for  them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  to  recede  from  the 
beach.  But  of  this  demand  they  took  no  manner  of  no- 
tice, perhaps  thinking  it  abfurd  and  unjuft  that  a few 
ftrangers  Ihould  preferibe1  laws  to  them  on  their  own 
ground.  As  it  was  not  thought  prudent  to  land  between 
. the 
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the  two  bodies  of  natives,  and  to  expofe  ourfelves  to  an  at- 
tack in  which  many  of  thefe  innocent  people,  and  perhaps 
fomc  of  us,  might  have  been  killed,  captain  Cook  ordered 
a mulket-ball  to  be  fired  over  their  heads,  in  order,  if  pof- 
fible  to  frighten  them  away.  Indeed,  the  whole  body  was 
immediately  in  motion  at  the  found  s but,  foon  recovering 
from  their  furptize,  the  greatdl  number  flood  their  ground. 
One  of  them,  Handing  clofe  to  the  water’s  edge,  was  fo  bold 
as  to  turn  his  pofteriors  towards  us,  and  flap  them  with 
his  hand,  which  is  the  ufual  challenge  with  all  the  nations 
of  the  South  Sea.  Captain  Cook  ordered  another  mulkct  to 
be  Ihot  into  the  air,  and,  at  this  fignal,  the  (hip  played  her 
whole  artillery,  conftfting  of  five  four-pounders,  two  fwivcls, 
and  four  mulketoons.  The  balls  whiflled  over  our  beads, 
and  making  fome  havock  among  the  coco-palms,  had  the 
defired  efledl,  and  entirely  cleared  the  beach  in  a few  mo- 
ments. Only  our  old  peace  maker,  with  his  two  friends, 
remained  unconcerned  near  his  pile  of  fruit,  which  he  pre- 
fented  to  the  captain  as  foon  as  he  had  landed,  at  the  fame 
time  defiring  him  not  to  flioot  any  longer.  An  interefling 
picture,  reprefenting  this  landing  at  Tanna,  compofed  by 
Mr.  Hodges,  with  great  ingenuity,  has  been  engraved  for 
captain  Cook’s  account  of  this  voyage.  It  is  one  of  thofe 
pieces  in  which  the  Ikill  of  that  able  artifl  is  difplayed  in 
its  full  force. 

Our 
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« Our  firft  care  was  to  draw  up  the  marines  ip  two  lines, 
to  guard  the  watered  Stakes  were  driven  into  the  ground 
on  both  fides,  and  ropes  fattened  to  them,  leaving  a fpacc 
©f.  fifty  or  fixty  yards  clear,  for  our  people  to  pafs  and 
repafs  unmoletted.  By  degrees  theynventured  out  of  the 
butties*  and  came  upon  the  beach,  where  we  made  figns,to 
them,  not  to  tranfgrefs  our  lines,  which  none  of  them  at- 
tempted. ' The  captain  once  more  repeated;  his  figns,  that 
they  Ihould  lay  down  their  arms  ; thofe  on  the  weft  did 
not  attend  to  them,  but  the  other  party,  whp  were  in  fome 
meafure  connected  with  our  old  friend,  complied  for  the 
greateft  part.  The  old  man  told  us  his  name,  which  was 
Paw  yangom,  and  was  permitted  to  ftay  within  the  lines 
. if  he  chofe.  r i.V  ,.’p  ir  . 

We  now  endeavoured  to  advance  into  the  woods  in  queft 
of  plants,  but  we  had  not  got  twenty  yards,  before  we  fiiw 
numbers  of  natives  behind  every  bufli,  who  kept  up  a com- 
mu nidation  between  the  two  parties  on  the  beach.  It  was 
therefore  impofliblc  to  make  any  gicat  acquifitions  at  firft, 
and  we  contented  ourfelves  with  two  or  three  new  fpccics. 
With  thefe  we  returned  on  the  beach,  and  by  endeavouring 
to  converfe  with  the  party  on  our  left  (to  the  eaft  of  us) 
filled  our  vocabularies  with  many  words  of  their  language. 
We  often  offered  to  purchafe  their  arms,  but  they  con- 
flantly  refufed  to  part  with  them.  However,  one  of  them 
difpoftd  of  a cylindrical  piece  of  alabaftcr,  two  inches  long, 
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■m-  which  he  Wore  as  a nofe -jewel.  Before  he  delivered  it,. 

AOoust*. 

he  wafhed  it  in  the  fca,  whether  from  a principle  of  clcan- 
linefs,  or  not,  we  cannot  determine.  Daring  the  whole 
rime  of  our  flay  on  fhore  this  morning,  the  natives  did  not 
attempt  to  moled  or  attack  us ; and  thofc  on  our  left  feemed 
very  well  difpofed,  and  gave  us  hopes,  that  we  might  eda- 
hlifli  a friendly  intercourfe  with  them  in  a fliort  time.  As 
we  now  faw  a great  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  ifland 
aflemblcd,  we  had  the  bed  opportunity  of  forming  an 
adequate  idea  of  their  general  habit  of  body,  their  drefs 
and  arms.  They  are  of  the  middle-fized  dature,  but  many 
among  them  may  be  reckoned  tall.  Their  limbs  are  well 
made,  and  rather  flender ; fome  are  likewife  very  dout  and 
drong ; but  thofe  beautiful  outlines,  which  are  fo  frequent 
among  the  people  of  the  Society  and  Friendly  lflands,  and 
of  the  Marquefas,  arc  rarely  to  be  met  with  at  Tanna. 

I did  not  obferve  one  fingle  corpulent  man  among  them; 
all  are  atdive,  and  full  of  fpirit.  Their  features  are  large, 
the  nofe  broad,  but  the  eyes  full,  and  in  general  agreeable. 
Mod  of  them  have  an  open,  manly,  and  good-natured 
air,  though  fome  may  likewife  be  found,  a3  in  other  na- 
tions, whofe  countenance  betrays  malevolence.  The  colour 
of  their  hair  is  black ; however,  we  obferved  fome  which 
had  brown  or  yellowUh  tips.  It  grew  very  thick  and 
bufhy,  and  in  generally  frizzled  ; but  in  a few  individuals, 
it  dill  preferved  a degree  of  woollinefs.  The  beard  is  like- 
wife • 
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wife  thick,  black,  and  frizzled.  The  colour  of  their  whole 
body  is  a dark  chcfnut  brown,  which  is  frequently  mixed 
with  a blackifli  hue,  fo  that  it  appears  at  firft  fight,  as  if  it 
were  fullied  with  foot ; and  their  fkin  is  extremely  foft  to 
the  touch,  as  is  obferved  to  be  the  cafe  with  Negroes.  They 
almoft  go  perfectly  naked ; but,  true  to  the  general  charac- 
teriftic  of  mankind,  wear  feveral  forts  of  ornaments.  They 
drefs  their  hair  after  the  following  method : they  take  a 
quantity,  not  exceeding  a pigeon’s  quill  in  thicknefs,  and 
wrap  it  in  a thin  thread  or  ribbon,  made  of  the  flalk  of  a 
bindweed,  fo  that  only  a fmall  tuft  remains  at  the  end. 
All  the  hair  on  the  head  is  difpofed  exa&ly  in  the  fame 
manner,  fo  that  they  have  feveral  hundred  queues , three  or 
four  inches  long,  {landing  an  end,  and  diverging  every 
way, 

Like  quills  upon  the  fretful  porcupine.  Shakespeare. 

If  thefe  parcels  are  a little  longer,  from  five  to  eight  or 
nine  inches,  they  hang  down  on  both  fides  of  the  head, 
and  in  that  cafe,  the  wearer  ftrongly  refcmbles  a river-god, 
with  his  lank  hair  all  foaked  and  dripping.  Some  how-1 
ever,  and  particularly  thofe  who  have  woolly  hair,  let  it 
grow  without  torturing  it  into  any  particular  form,  or,  at 
fartheft,  tie  it  in  a bunch  on  the  crown  of  the  head  with  a 
leaf.  Moft  of  them  wear  a thin  Rick  or  reed,  about  nine 
inches  long,  in  their  hair,  with  which  they  occafionnlly 
dilturb  the  vermin  that  abound  in  their  heads.  A reed 
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fcr  with  tock’s  or  owls  feathers,  is  likewife  fometimes  fluck 
in  the  hair  as  an  ornament.  A few  of  them  alfo  wear  a 
cap  made  of  a green  plantane  leaf,  or  of  matted  work,  oa 
their  heads.  Some  twift  their  beard  into  a kind  of  rope, 
but  the  greater  number  leave  it  in  its  natural  form.  The 
cartilage  between  the  noftrils  is  commonly  perforared,  and 
in  the  aperture,  they  wear  a cylindrical  ftone,  or  a bit  of 
reed,  half  an  inch  thick.  The  ears  are  pierced  with  a very 
large  hole,  in  which  they  wear  a number  of  rings  of  tortoife- 
fhell,  or  of  a piece  of  white  fhell  an  inch  in  diameter,  and 
three  quarter’s  of  an  inch  broad.  Sometimes  one  ring  is 
fattened  within  the  other,  fo  as  to  form  a kind  of  chain. 
Round  their  neck  they  fometimes  pafs  a firing,  to  which, 
they  fatten  a fhell,  or  a fmall  cylindrical  piece  of  green 
nephritic  ftone,  refembling  that  which  is  common  at  New 
Zeeland.  On  the  left  upper  arm,  they  commonly  have  a 
bracelet  made  of  a piece  of  coco-nut-fhell,  either  curioufly 
carved,  or  plain  and  polifhed,  between  which  they  fre- 
quently flick  fome  plant,  as  the  cuodia  bortenjis  *,  the  croton 
variegatum,  lycopodium  pbkgmaria,  v'ttex  trijolia , or  a fpecies  of 
cpidtndrum.  Some  of  them  wear  a belt,  or  fafh,  of  a kind  of 
coarfc  cloth,  made  of  the  inner  bark  of  a tree,  which  is 
commonly  of  a dark  cinnamon  colour.  Round  their  mid- 
dle they  tie  a firing,  and  below  that,  they  employ  the  leaves 

* See  Forft.  Nov.  Gener.  Plantar. 
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of  a plant  like  ginger  f>  for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  in  the 
lame  manner  as  the  natives  of  Mallicollo.  Boys,  as  foon 
as  they  attain  the  age  of  fix  years,  are  already  provided 
with  thefe  leaves,  which  feems  to  confirm,  what  I have 
obferved  in  regard  to  the  Mallicollefe,  viz.  that  they  do  not 
employ  this  covering  from  motives  of  decency.  Indeed  it 
had  fo  much  the  contrary  appearance,  that  in  the  perfon  of 
every  native  of  Tanna  or  Mallicollo,  we  thought  we  beheld 
a living  representation  of  that  terrible  divinity,  who  pro- 
teiRed  the  orchards  and  gardens  of  the  ancients.  To  com- 
plete the  lift  of  their  ornaments,  I mull  add  their  paints  and 
incifions.  The  paints  are  referved  for  the  face  s they  arc 
red  ochre,  white  lime,  and  a colour  Ihining  like  black  lead  ; 
all  thefe  they  mix  with  coco  nut  oil,  and  lay  on  the  face  in 
oblique  bars,  two  or  three  inches  broad.  The  white  colour 
is  feldom  employed,  but  the  red  and  black  is  more  fre- 
quent, and  fometimes  each  covers  one  half  of  the  face. 
The  incifions  are  chiefly  made  on  the  upper  arm,  and  the 
belly,  and  fupply  the  place  of  puntftures,  which  are  com- 
mon in  the  lighter-coloured  race  of  men,  who  inhabit  the 
Friendly  and  Society  Iflands,  New  Zeeland,  Eaftcr  Ifland, 
and  the  Marquefas.  They  cut  the  flcfli  with  a bamboo,  or 
fliarp  (hell,  and  apply  a particular  plant,  which  forms  an 
elevated  fear  on  the  furface  of  the  Ikin,  after  it  is  healed. 
Thefe  fears  are  formed  to  reprefent  flowers,  and  other  fan- 
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cicd  figures,  \vhich  are  deemed  a great  beauty  by  the  natives. 
A finglcman  only  was  obferved,  who  had  a figure  punftured 
on  his  bread,  which  appeared  to  have  been  performed  in  the 
fame  manner  as  among  the  nations  above  enumerated. 

n'.M.J  ; 1 .I.,  . ■ • '111  . . 

The  weapons  which  the  men  of  Tanna  conftantly  carry 

are  bows  and  arrows,  clubs,  darts  and  flings.  Their  young 

men  arc  commonly  (lingers  and  archers,  but  thofe  of  a 

more  advanced  age  make  ufe  of  clubs  or  darts.  The  bows 

are  made  of  the  beft  club- wood  (cjfuarina)  very  ftrong  and 

claflic.  They  poli(h  them  very  highly,  and  perhaps  rub 

them  with  oil  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  keep  them  in 

repair.  Their  arrows  are  of  reed,  near  four  feet  long.  The 

fame  black  wood,  which  the  Mallicollcfe  employ  for  the 

point,  is  likewife  made  ufe  of  at  Tanna  ; but  the  whole 

point,  which  i3  frequently  above  a foot  long,  is  jagged  or 

bearded  on  two  or  three  fides.  They  have  likewife  arrows 
»>  ' ' , 
with  three  points,  but  thefe  arc  chiefly  intended  to  kill  birds 

and  fifli.  Their  flings  arc  made  of  coco- nut  fibres,  and 

worn  round  the  arm  or  waift  j they  have  a broad  part  for 

the  reception  of  the  (lone,  of  which  the  people  carry  with 

them  fevcral  in  a leaf.  The  darts  or  fpears  are  the  third 

: j f \ .c 

fort  of  miffile  weapons  at  Tanna.  They  arc  commonly 
made  of  a thin,  knotty,  and  ill-fhaped  flick,  not  exceeding 

i]  . j i f>  f ! j ^ * j i ‘- 1 • j ^ ° 

half  an  inch  in  diameter,  but  nine  or  ten  feet  long.  At 

: . . vi  • a : • ; , . . i , , • . ° ► 

the  thickcft  end  they  are  lhaped  into  a triangular  point,  fix 

or  eight  inches  long,  and  on  each  corner  there  is  a row  of 

eight 
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eight  or  tea  beards  or  hooks.  Thefe  darts  they  throw 
with  great  accuracy,  at  a fhort  diftance,  by  the  help  of  a 

i"'  ; ^ 'y  -*  ■ ' f / 

piece  of  plaited  cord,  four  or  five  indies  long,  which  has  a 
knob  at  one  end,  and  an  eye  at  the  other.  They  hold  the 
dart  between  the  thumb  and  fore  finger,  having  previoufly 

r i 

placed  the  latter  in  the  eye  of  the  rope,  the  remaining 
part  of  which  is  flung  round  the  dart,  above  the  hand,  and 
forms  a kind  of  noofe  round  it,  ferving  to  guide  and  con- 
fine the  dart  in  its  proper  direflion,  when  it  is  once  pro- 
jefted.  I have  feen  one  of  thefe  darts  thrown,  at  the  dif- 
tance of  ten  or  twelve  yards,  into  a flake  four  inches  in 
diameter,  with  fuch  violence,  that  the  jagged  point  was 
forced  quite  through  it.  The  fame  thing  may  be  Laid  of 
their  arrows  ; at  eight  or  ten  yards  diftance  they  fhoot  them, 
very  accurately,  and  with  great  force  ; but  as  they  are  cau- 
tious of  breaking  their  bows,  they  fcldom  draw  them  to 
the  full  ftretch,  and  therefore  at  twenty-five  or  thirty  yards 
their  arrows  have  little  efTcift,  and  arc  not  to  be  dreaded. 
The  clubs  are  referved  for  clofe  engagement,  and  every 
grown  man  carries  one  of  them,  befides  fome  of  the  mifiilc 
weapons.  They  arc  of  four  or  five  different  fhapes.  The 
moft  valuable  are  made  of  the  cafuarina,  about  four  feet 
long,  ftrait,  cylindrical,  highly  polillicd,  and  knobbed  at 
each  end.  One  knob,  which  they  grafp  in  the  hand,  is 
round,  but  the  other,  with  which  they  flrike,  is  cut  out 

into 
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into  the  figure  of  a Aar,  with  many  prominent  points. 
Another  fort  of  clubs  are  about  fix  feet  long,  and  have  a 
great  knob  or  lateral  cxcrefcence  at  one  end,  which  appears 
to  belong  to  the  root.  Thcfe  are  made  of  hard  wood,  but 
of  a grcyifli  colour.  A third  kind  is  about  five  feet  long, 
and  has  a flat  piece,  eight  or  ten  inches  long,  projedting  at 
right  angles,  which  greatly  rcfcmbles  a farrier’s  fleam  in 
fliape,  and  is  formed  with  a very  fharp  edge.  A fourth  is 
exactly  like  this,  but  has  one  of  thefe  flat  blades  on  each 
fide  of  the  handle.  Laftly,  a fifth  is  limply  a piece  of  coral 
rock,  about  eighteen  inches  long,  and  two  in  diameter, 
rudely  flvtped  into  a cylinder.  Sometimes  this  is  likewife 
made  ufe  of  as  a miflile  weapon. 

We  faw  but  few  women  on  this  day,  and  thofe  who  ap- 
peared kept  at  a great  diflancc  from  us  ; however  they  all 
feemed  ill  favoured,  and  of  fmallcr  flature  than  the  men. 
The  young  girls  had  only  a firing  tied  about  the  middle, 
with  a little  wifp  of  dry  grafles  fattened  to  it,  before  and 
behind  ; but  thofe  of  a maturer  age  wore  a fhort  petticoat 
made  of  leaves.  Their  ears  were  hung  full  of  tortoifelhell 
rings,  and  necklaces  of  fhells  fell  on  their  bofom.  Some 
of  the  oldcfi  had  caps  made  of  a plantane-leaf,  or  of  matted 
work,  but  this  hcad-drefs  was  rather  uncommon. 

Towards  noon  the  greater  part  of  the  natives  left  the 
beach,  as  the  weather  grew  very  hot,  and  the  hour  of 
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taking  food  was  approaching.  We  likcwifc  embarked, 
having  filled  a quantity  of  frefh  water,  and  returned  to  dine 
on  board. 

About  three  in  the  afternoon  we  went  afliore  again,  and 
did  not  find  a finglc  man  on  the  beach.  At  a confidcrable 
diftance  to  the  eaftward  %vc  faw  about  thirty  fitting  under 
the  fliade  of  their  palms,  but  they  did  not  care  to  come  to- 
wards us.  We  took  this  opportunity  of  rambling  about 
two  or  three  hundred  yards  into  the  country,  where  we 
colle&ed  fcvcral  new  plants.  We  found  that  part  of  the 
plain,  at  the  foot  of  the  level  hill,  was  uncultivated,  and 
filled  with  a variety  of  fpontaneous  fhrubs  and  trees,  but 
did  not  venture  far  out  of  the  reach  of  protection,  as  we 
were  not  yet  upon  a fure  footing  with  the  natives.  Having 
palled  fome  time  in  the  buflies,  we  walked  towards  the 
people  whom  we  had  obferved  feated  on  the  grafs.  Our 
friend  Paw-yangom  met  us  about  halfway,  and  presented 
my  father  with  a little  pig,  for  which  he  received  a large 
nail,  and  a piece  of  Tahcitcc  cloth  in  return.  This  good 
old  man  now  accompanied  us  to  our  boats,  where  captain 
Cook  had  given  orders  to  haul  the  fcinc.  By  degrees  the 
natives  whom  we  had  fecn,  all  came  towards  us  unarmed, 
and  converfed  with  us,  as  well  as  they  could,  with  the 
greateft  cordiality.  Our  fifliermen  were  extremely  fuccelT- 
ful,  and  took  upwards  of  three  hundred  weight  of  mullets 
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and  other  fifli  *.  Paw-yangoni  feemed  greatly  defirous  of 
obtaining  forae  of  them;  and  we  made  him  exceedingly 
happy,  by  gratifying  his  dcfirc.  About  funfet  we  returned 
in  high  fpirits  with  our  capture,  it  being  a long  time  Cnee 
we  had  been  able  to  provide  a frefla  meal  for  the  whole  Clip’s 

• *r  • \ , . 

company. 

The  volcano  which  had  played  at  long  intervals  in  the 
morning,  entirely  ceafed  its  explofions  in  the  afternoon. 
The  next  morning,  however,  at  four  o’clock,  it  began  to- 
blaze  up  again ; fome  Ciowers  of  rain  having  fallen  over 
night.  Its  fires  afforded  us  a molt  pleafing  and  magniCcenr 
fight.  The  fmoke,  which  flowly  rolled  up  from  time  to 
time,  in  thick  and  heavy  volumes,  was  coloured  with  all  the 
various  hues  of  yellow,  orange,  crimfon,  and  purple,  which 
died  away  into  a reddifh  grey  and  brown.  As  often  as  a 
new  explofion  happpened,  the  whole  country,  with  its 
fhaggy  forefts,  was  tinged  with  the  fame  orange  and  pur- 
ple, according  to  its  diftance,  or  particular  expofure  to  the 
volcanic  light. 

Wc  landed  after  breakfaft.  The  natives,  ‘who  were 
afremblcd  in  great  crouds,  though  not  near  fo  numerous  as 
the  day  before,  did  not  attempt  to  hinder  our  landing,  but 
immediately  made  way  for  us.  Captain  Cook  however 

* • • I •’**./ 

* Particularly  a fort  common  in  the  Weft  Indies,  and  there  called  tea- 
pounders  ( /ftx  argtnttui.  N.  S.) 
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found  it  neceffary  to  ftretch  ropes  again  on  both  fides,  in 
order  to  keep  our  back  free  from  them.  The  greater  part 
Hill  refufed  to  fell  their  arms ; but  fome  were  not  fo  ftriiHV, 
and  parted  with  both  darts  and  fpears.  My  father  gave 
Paw-yangom  a hatchet  for  the  pig  which  he  had  received 
the  day  before,  and  explained  to  him  the  ufe  of  it.  He  was 
extremely  well  pleafed  with  it,  and  fhewed  it  to  his  country- 
men. Many  of  them  made  ftgns  to  us  that  they  wanted 
the  fame  prefent,  which  we  promifed  them,  if  they  would 
bring  us  hogs  ; but  this  offer  was  entirely  unfuccefsful.  A 
tent  was  erefted  this  day,  where  Mr.  Wales,  the  aflronomer, 
made  his  obfervations.  A few  of  the  natives  were  in  high 
fpirits,  and  danced  about,  fhaking  their  darts  at  fome  of  our 
people,  but  the  reft  remained  very  quiet.  At  noon  captain 
Cook  returned  on  board  with  us,  leaving  the  lieutenant  of 
marines  with  his  men  on  fhore.  We  had  not  been  long  on 
board,  before  we  heard  a mufket  fired,  and  faw  the  natives 
difturbed.  However,  they  were  foon  pacified,  and  returned 
to  their  former  flation.  All  our  people  came  off  about 
three  of  the  clock,  in  order  to  dine  on  board.  We  then 
heard  that  one  of  the  inhabitants  had  offended  the  officer, 
by  making  the  fame  unmannerly  geflure  with  which  we 
had  been  challenged  the  day  before.  Upon  this  he  was 
fhot  in  the  thigh,  and  made  off  into  the  woods.  His  coun- 
trymen likewife  prepared  to  run  away,  but  their  old  people 
pacified  them. 
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The  fuccefs  of  the  preceding  afternoon  tempted  us  to 
haul  the  feine  a fecond  time  this  evening,  by  which  means 
we  got  about  forty-eight  pounds  of  fifli.  When  we  landed 
we  faw  very  few  natives,  but  in  a fhort  time  they  colleided 
near  us  in  great  crouds,  moll  of  them  without  any  arms, 

* f 

having  left  them  in  the  bufhes,  probably  to  pleafe  us.  To- 
wards funfet  they  all  difpetfed,  and  only  a few  remained, 
who  came  up  and  told  us  that  they  wanted  to  go  to  fleep. 
We  made  figns  to  them  to  depart,  and  they  all  left  us  im- 
mediately. We  thought  we  might  explain  this  behaviour 
as  a kind  of  ceremony,  and  that  they  did  not  think  it  civil 
to  leave  their  guefts  alone  in  their  own  country.  This  cir- 
cumllance  would  imply,  that  they  have  ideas  of  propriety 
and  decency,  which  we  fhould  hardly  have  expected  among 
an  uncivilized  people. 

The  next  morning  Dr.  Sparrman,  with  my  father  and 
myfelf,  landed  under  the  fleep  mountain  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  bay,  where  a parry  of  failors  wrere  fent  to  load  flringlc 
for  ballad.  A little  fwell  came  in  upon  the  fhoic  in  this 
place,  which  obliged  us  to  wade  through  the  furf.  . On  the 
deep  fidcs  of  the  hill  we  gathered  feveral  new  plants,  and 
did  down  the  precipice  feveral  times.  Different  forts  of 
minerals  appeared  in  this  place.  The  principal  flrata  of 
the  deep  hill  ccnfid  of  a fpccies  of  clay,  very  fofr,  and 
crumbling  in  pieces  when  expofed  to  the  air  and  moidure. 
We  alfo  found  a fpecics  of  black  fand-done,  a fubdancc  re- 
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fembling  rotten-done  (lapis  fuil/us),  and  forac  pieces  of 
chalk,  which  were  cither  pure,  or  tinged  with  a rcddifh 
colour,  perhaps  ariftng  from  particles  of  iron.  We  walked 
feveral  hundred  yards  along  the  beach,  towards  the  weft 
point  of  the  harbour,  and  at  laft  feeing  a path  which  led 
up  the  hill,  prepared  to  advance  into  the  country,  when  we 
were  met  by  a number  of  natives,  who  were  all  armed. 
Wc  then  rejoined  our  party,  who  loaded  ballaft,  and  tradq^ 
with  the  natives  for  a few  fugar-canes  and  coco-nuts. 
They  all  fat  down  on  the  rocks  near  us  ; and  one  of  them, 
to  whom  the  reft  paid  fomc  deference,  exchanged  names 
with  my  father.  He  was  called  Oomb-ycgan.  This 
euftom  of  making  friendfhip,  by  a reciprocal  exchange  of 
names,  is  common  in  all  the  fouthern  iflands  which  we 
had  hitherto  vilited,  and  in  reality  has  femething  in  it  very 
engaging  and  affaftionate.  After  having  been  in  this 
manner  adopted  among  the  natives,  we  continued  upon  the 
beft  terms  imaginable,  and  collected  great  fupplcmcnts  to 
the  vocabulary.  They  made  us  a prefent  of  fotne  leaves  of 
a fig,  which  had  been  wrapped  in  banana-leaves,  and 
flewed.  They  were  extremely  well  tailed,  and  might  be 
eaten  as  a fubftitutc  for  our  fpinach,  Wc  likewife  ob- 
tained two  large  plantancs  of  the  coarfcr  fort ; which 
proved,  that  even  here  the  fpiric  of  hofpitality  is  natural  to 
the  inhabitants.  The  women  and  children  brought  down 
thefe  dainties  from  the  hills,  and  prefented  them  to  us  j but 
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they  were  fo  extremely  timorous,  that  if  we  only  fixed  our 
eyes  upon  them,  they  inftantly  ran  away,  to  the  great  en- 
tertainment of  the  men.  However,  their  coming  fo  near 
us,  was  fufficicnt  proof  that  we  had  made  great  progrefs 
towards  gaining  their  confidence.  We  obferved  fome  of 
them  which  had  a fmile  on  their  countenance,  but  in  ge- 
neral they  looked  gloomy  and  melancholy.  They  had  ear- 
-rings and  necklaces  like  the  men,  and  the  married  women  wore 
caps  of  matted  work.  The  greater  part  of  them  had  nofe- 
jcwels  of  white  Hone.  Whenever  we  prefented  a bead,  a 
nail,  or  ribbon  to  any  of  the  people,  they  refufed  to  touch 
it,  but  defired  us  to  lay  it  down,  and  then  took  it  up  in  a 
leaf.  Whether  this  was  owing  to  fome  fuperflitious  no- 
tions, or  to  a fancied  idea  of  cleanlinefs,  or  of  civility,  muft 
remain  a matter  of  doubt.  Towards  noon  our  party  re-em- 
barked, and  we  went  on  board  with  them,  the  greateft  part 
of  the  natives  having  already  retired  to  their  dwellings  on 
the  hill.  The  afternoon  was  fpent  in  filhing  again,  but 
without  our  former  fuccefs,  for  we  only  caught  about  two 
dozen  of  fiflj,  after  many  repeated  hauls  of  the  net.  The 
natives  on  the  beach  were  very  numerous ; and  their  pre- 
fence  made  it  improper  for  us  to  ramble  far  into  the  woods. 
Wc  therefore  confined  ourfelves  to  the  fkirts,  and  collected  a 
few  words  of  their  language. 

We  returned  to  the  fame  place  the  next  morning,  where 
our  people  had  loaded  ballad  the  day  before.  We  climbed 
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about  the  rocks  for  feveral  hours  in  the  heat  of  the  day, 
without  much  fuccefs  •,  and  were  only  tantalized  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  a rich  foreft,  into  which  we  could  not  venture 
to  advance  with  any  degree  of  prudence.  Before  we  returned 
on  board  again,  we  difeovered  a hot  fpring  coming  out  of 
the  rock  clofc  to  the  water’s  edge.  We  had  no  thermometer; 
at  hand  ; but  the  degree  of  heat  was  fuch,  that  we  could  not 
bear  to  hold  a finger  in  the  water  above  a Angle  fccond.  As 
foon  as  we  had  returned  to  the  Chip  at  noon,  captain  Cook 
likewife  came  from  the  watering  party,  and  brought  one  of 
the  natives  with  him  in  his  boat.  We  foon  difeovered  him 
to  be  the  fame  young  man,  who  had  Ihewcd  fo  much  cool— 
nefs  and  bravery  on  the  firft  day  of  our  arrival,  by  remain- 
ing in  his  canoe,  when  near  two  hundred  of  his  country- 
men leaped  into  the  fca  at  the  difeharge  of  a cannon,  (fee 
p.  263.)  He  told  us  his  name  was  Fannokko,  and  en- 
quired for  our  names,  which  he  endeavoured  to  remember. 
He,  as  well  as  all  his  countrymen,  had  not  the  fame  facility 
of  pronunciation  as  the  Mallicollefe ; we  were  therefore 
obliged  to  tell  him  our  names,  modified  according  to  the 
fofter  organs  of  the  Tahcitians.  His  features  were  rather 
handfome  ; his  eyes  large,  and  very  lively  5 and  the  whole 
countenance  exprefled  good-humour,  fprightlinefs,  and 
acutenefs.  To  mention  only  a Angle  inftance  of  his  inge- 
nuity ; it  happened  that  my  father  and  captain  Cook,  on 
comparing  their  vocabularies,  difeovered  that  each  had  col- 
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lcJted  a different  word  to  flgnify  the  (ky ; they  appealed  to 
him,  to  know  which  of  the  two  expreflions  was  right ; he 
prefcntlv  held  out  one  hand,  and  applied  it  to  one  of  the 
words,  then  moving  the  other  hand  under  it,  he  pronounced 
the  fccond  word ; intimating  that  the  upper  was  properly  the 
fky,  and  the  lower  the  clouds  which  moved  under  it.  He 
likewiie  gave  us  the  names  of  feveral  iflands  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. That  from  which  we  came  to  Tanna,  and  on 
which  captain  Cook  had  an  unhappy  difference  with  the  na- 
tives, he  called  Irromanga.  The  low  ifland  which  we  had 
paffed  in  (landing  in  to  this  harbour  lie  named  Immer;  a 
high  ifland,  which  we  had  difeovered  to  the  eaft  of  Tanna, 
on  the  fame  day,  Irronan ; and  another  to  the  fouth,  which 
we  had  not  yet  feen,  Anattom.  He  fat  down  to  dinner  with 
us,  and  tailed  of  our  fait  pork,  but  did  not  eat  more  than  a 
Angle  morfcl  of  it.  Some  yams,  fried  in  lard,  or  Amply 
boiled,  he  reliflied  better ; but  he  ate  very  fparingly  upon 
the  whole,  and  Aniflied  his  repaft  with  a fmall  portion  of 
pye,  made  of  dried  and  worm-eaten  apples,  which  feemed  to 
be  very  agreeable  to  his  palate.  He  alfo  tailed  a little  wine 
after  dinner ; but  though  he  drank  it  without  flicwing  any 
diflike,  he  did  not  choofc  to  take  a fecond  glafs.  His  man- 
ners at  table  were  extremely  becoming  and  decent  5 and  the 
only  pradlice  which  did  not  appear  quite  cleanly  in  our  eyes, 
was  his  making  ufe  of  a (lick,  which  he  wore  in  his  hair, 
inftead  of  a fork,  with  which  he  occaflonally  fcratched 
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his  head.  As  his  hair  was  drcffed  in  the  highcft  fafhion  of 
the  country,  a la  porc-JpL,  greafed  with  oil  and  paint,  our 
ftomachs  were  fo  much  the  more  eafily  offended  ; though 
Fannokko  had  not  the  lead  notion  that  fuch  an  adlion  was 
rcprehenGblc. 

After  dinner  wc  walked  about  the  decks  with  him,  and 
{hewed  him  different  parts  of  the  {hip.  He  foon  fixed  his 
eyes  on  one  of  our  Taheitian  dogs,  which  he  called  fobga, 
hog ; a fure  fign  that  dogs  are  unknown  in  his  country. 
He  feemed  fo  defirous  of  poffefling  this  creature,  that  cap- 
tain Cook  made  him  a prefent  of  one  of  each  fex.  Befidcs 
this,  he  received  a hatchet,  a large  piece  of  Taheitee  cloth, 
fome  fpike-nails,  medals,  and  other  trinkets  of  lefs  value, 
with  which  we  carried  him  back  to  the  {hol'e,  happy  beyond 
exprefiion.  As  foon  as  he  landed  he  left  the  beach  with  his 
riches,  and  walked  into  the  country  to  his  home. 

We  took  a walk  to  the  eadward  along  the  {hore  of  the 
bay,  and  looked  into  the  groves  which  fkirted  the  flat  hill, 
of  which  I have  fpoken  above.  We  found  thefe  groves  to 
confift  of  coco-palms,  and  feveral  fpccies  of  fltady  fig-trees* 
with  eatable  fruits,  nearly  of  the  fize  of  common  figs.  We 
alfo  obferved  feveral  flieds,  under  which  fome  of  their 
canoes  were  fccurcd  from  the  fun  and  weather  ; but  there 
were  no  habitations,  except  towards  the  eaftern  point.  Wc 
were  dill  above  three  hundred  yards  from  thence,  when  a 
great  number  of  natives  came  and  begged  us  not  to  go 
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farther  ; fome  likewilc  ran  to  captain  Cook,  and  pointing  to 
us,  defircd  him  to  recall  us.  Wc  returned  to  our  party,  and 
endeavoured  to  penetrate  into  the  country,  immediately  at 
the  back  of  our  waterers.  We  found  a path,  which  led 
through  a variety  of  bufhes,  upon  the  flat  hills.  In  our 
way  to  it,  wc  croffed  fome  glades,  or  meadows,  enclofed 
in  woods  on  all  fides,  and  covered  with  a very  rich  herb- 
age of  the  mod  vivid  green.  On  our  afeending  the  hill, 
wc  were  met  by  three  natives,  who  endeavoured  to 
perfuade  us  to  return ; but  feeing  us  refolved  to  proceed, 
they  accompanied  us.  We  pafled  through  a little  airy 
grove,  into  fcveral  extenfive  plantations  of  bananas,  yams, 
eddoes,  aud  fig-trees,  which  were  in  fome  places  enclofed  in 
fences  of  (lone  two  feet  high.  We  heard  the  furf  beating  on 
the  fhore  to  the  foutli,  and  feeing  the  three  natives  very  un- 
eafy  at  our  progrefs,  we  told  them  wc  only  wilhed  to  behold 
the  fea.  They  led  us  to  a little  eminence,  from  whence  we 
got  fight  of  it,  and  of  an  ifland  eight  or  ten  leagues  diftanr, 
which  was  the  fame  that  Fannokko  had  named  Anattom. 
It  appeared  to  be  of  confiderable  height ; and  though  not  of 
the  fame  extent  as  Tanna,  was  probably  about  ten  or  twelve 
leagues  in  circuit.  Having  feen  this  ifland,  the  natives  in- 
vited us  to  go  on  farther  inland  with  them,  with  the  fame 
eagernefs  which  they  had  before  exprefled  to  keep  us 
back;  but  as  we  took  notice,  that  one  of  them  was  fent  be- 
fore the  reft,  we  did  not  care  to  truft  their  invitations  at  that 
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time,  which  might  however,  for  aught  I know,  have  been 
very  friendly  and  honeft.  We  retreated  therefore  gradually 
to  the  beach,  having  picked  up  a new  plant,  and  feen  fo 
much  of  the  country,  as  only  made  us  more  dclirous  of 
examining  it.  Our  people  had  once  more  tried  their 
luck  in  filhing,  but  were  not  by  far  fo  fortunate 
as  the  firft  time.  The  natives  attended  to  their  method 
of  hauling  the  net,  and  from  their  geftures,  we  learnt 
that  they  are  unacquainted  with  this  contrivance, 
and  only  dart  or  fhoot  with  arrows  at  the  fifij,  when 
they  rife  near  the  furface  of  the  water.  They  never 
failed  to  beg  for  fome  fifli  as  often  as  our  people  hauled 
the  feine,  which  is  fome  confirmation  that  they  rarely  catch 
or  ftrike  them.  As  often  as  they  took  notice  of  any  thing 
new  to  them,  they  broke  out  into  the  interjeftion,  bcebou  ! 
They  likewife  made  ufe  of  the  fame  word,  when  they  were 
fuddenly  furprifed,  when  they  admired,  or  difliked,  or 
coveted  any  thing.  The  different  tone  and  gefture  with 
which  it  was  either  drawled  our,  or  quickly  repeated  fcvcral 
times  in  a breath,  ftrongly  marked  the  various  alfc&ions  of 
the  mind.  They  fnapped  their  fingers  at  the  fame  time, 
cfpecially  when  they  exprefled  their  admiration. 

We  went  on  fhore  at  the  watering-place  the  next  morn- 
ing, immediately  after  breakfaft.  A party  of  our  people 
had  been  there  ever  fincc  day-break,  and  told  us  they  had 
feen  many  of  the  natives  palling  by  them,  from  the  eaftern 
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part  of  the  bay,  loaded  with  bundles,  which  they  carried 
into  the  country.  Our  men  were  of  opinion  that  they  had 
actually  removed,  in  order  to  remain  undifturbed,  and  out 
of  the  reach  of  our  fire-  arms  5 but  as  we  never  found  many 
habitations  on  this  part  of  the  fliore,  our  arrival  might  at 
firft  have  drawn  together  a number  of  people  from  other 
parts  of  the  ifland,  who  occafionally  lodged  in  the  woods 
thereabouts,  but  now  returned  to  their  own  dwellings,  feeing, 
that  no  farther  mifehief  was  to  be  apprehended  from  the 
ftrangers,  who  had  arrived  among  them.  We  endeavoured 
to  conquer  their  diffidence  more  and  more,  by  counting  on. 
our  fingers,  that  we  only  intended  to  remain  a certain 
number  of  days  on  the  ifland  ; and  we  found  that  they 
were  always  much  pleafed  and  pacified  by  this  intelligence. 
It  muft  be  obferved,  however,  that  all  thofe  who  carried 
loads  this  morning  were  women,  whilft  the  men  walked  on 
unconcernedly  without  any  incumbrance,  except  their  arms. 
It  fhould  appear  from  this  circumflance,  that  the  people  of 
Tanna  are  not  yet  arrived  at  that  advanced  ftate,  which 
diflinguifhes  the  natives  of  the  Society  and  Friendly  Iflands. 
All  favage  nations  have  the  general  charadtcr  of  ufing  the 
other  fex  with  great  unkindnefs  and  indignity,  obliging 
them  to  perform  all  forts  of  laborious,  and  humiliating 
operations. 

The  removal  of  the  natives  was  foon  difcemible,  as 
thofe  who  came  on  the  beach  to  us,  were  in  very  fmall 
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numbers.  We  therefore  took  the  opportunity  of  walking 
out  upon  the  plain,  behind  the  watering-place.  We  met 
with  feveral  ponds  of  flagnant  water,  in  which  the  natives 
had  planted  great  quantities  of  eddoes  ( arum.)  The  coco- 
palms  formed  fpacious  groves,  full  of  different  fhrubberics, 
where  a great  number  of  birds  of  different  forts,  chiefly 
fly-catchers,  creepers,  and  parroquets  refided.  We  faw  like- 
wife  many  lofty  trees,  covered  with  nuts,  which  are  com- 
mon at  Tahcitee,  ( inocarpus  Nov.  Gen.,)  Thefe  trees  were 
commonly  the  refort  of  pigeons  of  different  kinds,  and 
chiefly  of  the  fort  which  are  to  be  met  with  at  the  Friendly 
Iflands,  where  the  natives  catch  and  tame  them.  It  fliould 
feem  that  the  inhabitants  of  Tanna  likewife  pradlife  fowl- 
ing ; for  one  of  our  lieutenants  fhot  a pigeon  this  dayr 
which  had  two  very  long  white  feathers  faftened  to  its 
tail  by  firings  5 he  had  believed  it  to  be  a new  and  Angular 
fpccies  of  bird,  till  he  difeovered  the  artifice.  We  met  with 
fome  natives  on  this  cxcurfion,  who  told  us,  that  one  of  our 
people  had  killed  two  pigeons ; but  this  intelligence  was 
only  valuable  to  us,  on  account  of  the  language  in  which 
it  was  conveyed,  which  was  exadUy  the  fame  with  that 
fpoken  at  the  Friendly  Iflands.  It  appeared  to  us  that  he 
made  ufe  of  this  language,  in  order  to  be  more  intelligible 
to  us,  having  frequently  obferved  that  we  pronounced 
feveral  words  of  it.  We  expreffed  fome  furprize  however, 
at  his  knowledge,  and  he  then  repeated  the  fame  meaning 
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in  tlic  language  of  Tanna,  which  was  totally  diftindt  from 
the  other.  lie  added  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  former 
language  was  fpoken  at  the  ifland  of  Irronan,  which  lies 
feven  or  eight  leagues  to  the  eaft  of  Tanna  *.  Perhaps  a 
colony  of  the  fame  race,  who  inhabit  the  Friendly  Iflands, 
and  all  the  eafterly  iflands' of  the  South  Pacific  Ocean,  may 
have  fettled  on  that  ifland  ; or  perhaps  the  natives  of  Ir- 
ronan keep  up  a communication  with  the  Friendly  Iflands, 
by  means  of  fome  Ifles  unknown  to  us,  lying  between 
them. 

We  made  another  excurfion  in  the  afternoon,  and  faw 
but  few  inhabitants  in  our  way,  though  we  advanced  near 
three  miles  on  the  plain.  We  always  told  them,  that  we 
wanted  to  kill  birds,  and  they  immediately  went  on  with- 
out giving  us  any  uneaGnefs.  We  Ihot  indeed  a number 
of  fmall  birds,  but  the  grafs  was  fo  thick  that  we  loft 
almoft  all  of  them.  We  palled  by  fome  plantations 
of  bananas  and  fugar-cancs,  but  faw  no  houfes,  the 
greateft  part  of  the  ground  being  uncultivated,  and 
covered  with  fhady  forefts,  or  low  fhrubberics.  At  the 
end  of  the  plain  wc  obferved  a long,  and  fpacious  valley, 
from  whence  we  faw  a great  number  of  fmokes  rifing,  and 
heard  the  promifeuous  voices  of  many  men,*  women,  and 
children.  We  flood  in  a path,  on  both  fides  of  which  were 
thick  fhrubberics  ; and  the  vale  itfelf  was  fo  full  of  groves, 

* He  lilcewife  acquainted  ui,  that  Irronan  was  fometimes  called  Footoona. 
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that  we  neither  faw  the  people,  whofe  voices  we  heard,  nor 
any  of  their  dwellings.  It  being  late  in  the  evening,  we 
proceeded  no  farther,  and  without  difcovering  ourfelves, 
retreated  to  the  beach. 

The  volcano  had  been  quiet  ever  Cnee  the  7 th,  and 
though  it  continued  to  emit  fmoke  from  time  to  time,  yet 
the  rumbling  had  entirely  ceafed.  The  fire  within  the 
crater,  Hill  however  illuminated  the  clouds  of  fmoke.  We 
had  heavy,  and  almoft  continual  rains  all  night.  In  the 
morning  we  landed  on  the  beach,  and  faw  but  few  in- 
habitants ; we  therefore  repaired  to  its  wefternmoft  corner, 
where  we  had  obferved  a path  which  led  to  the  fteep  hill 
on  the  well  fide  of  the  bay.  We  afeended  by  very  eafy 
fteps,  through  the  moll  delightful  groves  of  fpontaneous 
trees  and  flirubs,  which  every  where  fpread  a fragrant  and 
refrclhing  fmell.  Several  kinds  of  flowers  embelliflied  the 
tufted  foliage,  and  the  moll  beautiful  bindweeds  climbed 
like  ivy  to  the  fummits  of  the  tailed  trees,  and  adorned 
them  with  garlands  of  blue  and  purple  blofloms.  A 
number  of  birds  twittered  round  us,  and  gave  life  to  a 
feene,  which  would  without  them  have  been  inanimate. 
Indeed,  we  did  not  fee  a finglc  native  on  the  fit  ft  flopc  of 
this  hill,  nor  did  we  meet  with  any  plantations.  Having 
walked  up  about  half  a mile  by  different  windings,  we 
came  to  a little  glade,  covered  with  delicate  herbage,  and 
furrounded  with  the  moll  beautiful  wild  trees  of  the  wood. 
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Here  the  funfhonc  exceflivcly  hot  upon  us,  the  place  being 
entirely  fheltcred  from  winds.  A fulphureous  fmell  how- 
ever, foon  betrayed  a kind  of  fleam  riGng  out  of  the 
ground,  which  added  to  the  heat  of  the  place.  There  was 
a little  mound  of  whitifh  earth,  which  looked  as  if  it  were 
calcareous,  on  the  left  fide  of  the  path,  almofl  hid  by  the 
branches  of  fcveral  forts  of  wild  fig-trees,  that  throve  lux- 
uriantly in  this  neighbourhood.  From  this  mound  wc 
faw  a vapour,  or  fleam  rifing  continually ; the  earth  was  fo 
hot,  that  we  could  hardly  bear  to  Hand  upon  it,  and  we 
found  it  impregnated  with  native  fulphur.  When  we 
llirred  in  the  white  earth,  we  found  the  fleam  coming  up 
fafler ; and  on  fading  it,  we  obferved  a flyptic  or  ailringent 
quality,  like  that  of  alum  in  it.  From  this  place  we 
walked  on  a great  way  higher,  and  came  to  another  open 
place,  which  lay  on  the  dope,  and  was  rather  barren.  FIcre 
likewife  wc  found  two  other  fpots,  which  emitted  fieam, 
but  not  in  fuch  quantities  as  the  fird,  nor  fo  drongly 
feented.  The  earth  which  covered  thefe  folfatarras,  was  of 
the  fame  nature  as  that  on  the  fird,  and  had  a grccnifh 
tinge  from  the  fulphur  with  which  it  was  penetrated.  But 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  it,  we  found  red  ochre  of  the  fame 
fort  with  that  which  the  natives  employ  to  paint  their  faces. 
The  volcano  was  more  loud  than  ever  we  had  known  it 
this  day,  and  at  every  cxplofion  we  obferved  the  fieam 
rifing  much  more  copioufly  than  before,  in  thick  white 
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clouds,  from  the  folfatarras.  This  circumftance  feems  to 
indicate,  that  they  have  a fubterraneous  connexion  with, 
or  arc,  by  fome  means  unknown  to  us,  affe&ed  by  the 
convulfions  of  this  burning  mountain.  We  remarked  that 
this  was  the  fecond  time  the  cxplofions  of  the  volcano  had 
recommenced  after  fhowers  of  rain } and  were  therefore 
led  to  fufpeift,  that  the  rain  in  fome  meafure  excites  thcfe 
explofions,  by  promoting  or  cncreafing  the  fermentation 
of  various  mineral  fubftanccs  in  the  mountain.  Having 
contemplated  thefe  lingular  fpiracula,  we  mounted  flill 
higher,  and  difeovered  a great  number  of  plantations,  in 
different  parts  of  the  foreft.  The  path  continued  to  be  very 
good  and  cafy  of  afeent,  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  very 
fhady  trees  ; but  as  foon  as  it  approached  the  plantations, 
we  loft  it  by  fome  means  or  other,  and  it  feemed  as  if  the 
natives  had  purpofely  contrived  it  fo,  in  order  to  prevent 
being  furprifed  by  their  enemies.  At  laft  we  reached  the 
fummit  of  this  hill,  and  went  down  the  other  fide  of  it,  in 
a narrow  lane  between  hedges  of  reeds,  in  Gglit  of  the  fea, 
which  wafhes  the  north-eaft  coaft  of  the  ifland.  In  a little 
time  we  got  fight  of  the  volcano  between  the  trees,  and  per- 
ceived that  the  walk  which  led  to  it,  acrofs  fcvcral  hills  and 
vallies,  could  not  be  lefs  than  two  leagues  long  from  our 
Ration.  We  faw  its  eruption  however,  and  took  notice  of 
immenfe  maffes  of  rock  which  it  hurled  upwards  in  the 
fmoke,  and  fome  of  which  were  at  lead  as  lar^e  as  the  hull 
Vol.  II.  of 


•77*. 

August. 


Digitized  by  Google 


2p8 

August. 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

of  our  long-boat.  We  were  thinking  to  go  on  towards  it,, 
as  we  had  hitherto  met  with  no  bad  accident,  nor  fcen  fo 
much  as  a fingle  native  on  our  walk  : however,  our  voices- 
mull  have  alarmed  fome  of  them  in  the  plantations  along 
which  we  pafled,  for  we  prefcntly  heard  one  or  two  blow- 
ing on  great  conchs,  which,  among  many  favage  nations, 
and  particularly  in  the  South  Seas,  are  ufed  to  alarm  the 
country.  At  this  found  we  inllantly  refolved  to  retreat, 
and  got  fafely  down  to  the  folfatarra  which  we  had  laft  dif- 
covered,  unfeen  by  any  of  the  natives.  Here  we  met  a few 
of  them  coming  up  the  hill  from  the  fea  fide,  who  feemed 
greatly  furprifed  to  fee  us  fo  far  advanced  into  their  recedes* 
We  told  them  that  we  went  about  to  Ihoot  birds,  and  de- 
fired  them  to  bring  us  fomething  to  drink.  They  went  on 
without  feeming  to  take  much  notice  of  our  requeft ; but 
after  we  had  botanized  on  the  fpot  above  a quarter  of  an 
hour,  and  were  juft  preparing  to  defeend,  we  faw  a whole 
family  of  men,  women,  and  children,  coming  down  with 
abundance  of  fugar- canes  and  two  or  three  coco-nuts.  We 
fat  down,  and  after  rcfrefliing  ourfelvcs  with  the  juices, 
which  thefe  vegetables  contained,  made  our  hofpitable 
friends  fcvcral  prefents,  with  which  they  parted  from  us 
well  contented.  We  went  down  with  our  acquilitions,  and 
came  on  the  beach  when  the  boats  were  going  on  board. 
The  natives  had  now  begun  to  trade  with  yams,  fugar  canes,, 
coco-nuts,  and  bananas ; and  though  they  only  fupplied  us. 
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fparingly,  yet  we  were  highly  plcafcd  even.  with  this  fmall 
beginning,  hoping  that  in  time  we  might  obtain  more  con- 
fiderablc  fupplics.  They  fet  no  value  on  our  iron-ware, 
but  preferred  Taheitee  cloth,  fmall  pieces  of  green  nephri- 
tic Hone  from  New  Zeeland,  mother  of  pearl  (hells,  and, 
above  all,  pieces  of  tortoifefhell.  For  thefe  lall  they  fold 
their  arms ; at  firft,  parting  only  with  darts  and  arrows, 
but  afterwards  difpofing  alfo  of  their  bows  and  clubs. 

In  the  afternoon  we  landed,  and  walked  along  the  fea- 
(hore  towards  the  cad  point,  where  the  natives  had  prevent- 
ed our  going  on  two  days  before.  We  met  fome  of  them, 
who  talked  with  us  a few  moments  ; but  whilft  they  flood 
near  us,  we  took  notice  of  a Angle  man  fitting  behind  a 
tree,  with  his  bow  bent  and  the  arrow  pointed  towards  us. 
As  foon  as  he  perceived  himfclf  difeovered,  and  a mufket 
pointed  at  him,  he  threw  his  arms  into  the  bu(h  and  crept 
out  to  us,  and  I believe  he  really  bad  no  bad  intent,  though 
fuch  kinds  of  jefts  are  not  much  to  be  trufted.  We  reach- 
ed the  caftcrn  point  of  the  harbour,  and  there  gathered 
fome  beautiful  red  flowers,  which  had  tempted  us  ever  fincc 
we  came  to  an  anchor ; they  belonged  to  a fpecies  of  yam- 
boos  or  eugenia.  As  we  were  going  to  crofs  the  point  and 
to  proceed  along  the  fliore  beyond  it,  fifteen  or  twenty  na- 
tives crouded  about  us,  and  begged  us  with  the  greateft 
earneftnefs  to  return.  We  were  not  much  inclined  to  com- 
ply with  their  demand,  but  they  repeated  their  intreaties, 
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and  at  lad  made  figns  that  we  (hould  be  killed  and  eaten. 
The  fame  geftures,  though  much  lefs  intelligible,  had  been 
made  to  us  two  days  before,  but  we  had  paid  very  little  at- 
tention to  them,  unwilling,  upon  fucli  flight  teftrmony,  to 
fuppofc  that  they  had  any  idea  of  anthropophagy.  How- 
ever, at  prefent  we  could  no  longer  be  miflaken  $ for,  hav- 
ing pretended  to  mifunderftand  them,  and  making  them 
believe  that  we  thought  they  offered  us  fome  provifions,  we 
began  to  move  forward,  and  expreffed  that  we  fhould  be 
glad  to  eat  fomething.  They  were  very  eager  to  undeceive 
us,  and  fhowed,  by  ligns,  how  they  killed  a man,  cut  his 
limbs  afunder,  and  feparated  the  flefh  from  the  bones. 
Laftly,  they  bit  their  own  arms,  to  exprefs  more  clearly  that 
they  eat  human  flefh.  We  turned  from  the  point,  but 
walked  towards  a hut  which  we  obferved  about  fifty  yards 
from  it,  where  the  ground  began  to  rife.  Here  feveral  of 
them,  feeing  us  advance,  took  up  arms  out  of  the  hut, 
perhaps  to  force  us  to  return.  It  was  not  our  wilh  to  of- 
fend tkefe  people  in  their  own  country,  and  therefore  we 
checked  a fpirit  of  curiofity,  which  might  have  proved  fa- 
tal to  fome  of  them,  if  they  had  obliged  us  to  defend  our 
lives.  The  motives  for  purfuing  our  difeoveries  on  this 
point  were  not,  however,  of  a trifling  nature.  Every  morn- 
ing, at  day-break,  wc  heard  a flow  folcmn  fong  or  dirge 
fung  on  this  point,  which  lafled  more  than  a quarter  of  an 
hour.  It  feemed  to  be  a religious  ac%  and  gave  us  great 
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reafon  to  fufpeft  that  fome  place  of  worfhip  was  concealed  avIv»t. 
in  thcfe  groves,  and  the  conftant  endeavours  of  the  natives 
to  keep  us  from  this  place,  greatly  confirmed  us  in  this 
fuppofitiem.  Having  walked  back  a little  way,  we  refolved 
to  get  upon  the  fiat  hill  in  a place  where  the  afeent  was 
eafy,  and  where,  being  very  near  the  point,  we  hoped  to  be 
able  to  make  fome  obfervations.  When  we  had  reached  the 
top,  which  was  about  thirty-five  or  forty  feet  perpendicular 
in  height,  we  found  ourfelves  in  a fpacious  plantation, 
chiefly  confiding  of  innumerable  banana-trees.  We  found 
it  interfperfed  with  coco-palms  and  other  tall  and  tufted 
trees,  which  entirely  impeded  the  profpeft  on  all  fides,  and 
feparated  from  other  plantations  by  various  fences  of  reeds, 
very  neatly  made,  much  refembling  thofe  of  Tonga-Tabboo 
and  Namoka.  Here  the  natives  began  to  repeat  their 
threats,  and,  if  pofiible,  made  it  more  plain  to  us  than 
before,  that  we  fhould  be  killed  and  eaten  if  we  went  on. 

We  told  them  we  only  wiflied  to  fhoot  fome  birds,  but  they 
did  not  feem  to  pay  much  attention  to  this  excufe,  and  I 
know  not  whether  we  fhould  have  made  any  difeoveries  this 
afternoon,  if  the  little  friendly  old  man,  Paw-yangom,  had 
not  luckily  met  us.  We  exprefled  reciprocal  joy  on  finding 
each  other,  and  the  old  man  immediately  conduced  us 
ilong  the  edge  of  the  hill  towards  its  weftern  extremity. 

Here  we  faw  great  numbers  of  fig-trees,  which  the  natives 
cultivate  for  the  fake  of  the  fruit  and  the  leaves.  They  are 
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of  two  or  three  different  kinds,  and  one  fort,  in  particular, 
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bears  figs  of  the  common  fizc,  which  are  woolly,  like 
peaches,  on  the  outfide,  and  have  a beautiful  crimfon  pulp 
like  pomegranates.  They  are  fwcetifli  and  juicy,  but,  upon 
the  whole,  rather  inftpid.  The  yamboos,  (eugcritd,)  a cool* 
ing  watery  fruit,  of  the  fizc  of  pears,  but  with  an  agreeable 
tartnefs,  likewife  grew  here  in  great  abundance  on  large 
trees  ; and  we  alfo  obferved  fome  fine  cabbage- palms,  (arcca 
olcracea.)  We  advanced  into  a little  thicket  of  various 
flowering  fhrubs,  and  in  a few  minutes  found  ourfelves 
on  a fine  open  area  not  lefs  than  an  hundred  yards  fquare, 
on  the  ikirts  of  which  we  faw  three  habitations  of  the  na- 
tives. Many  lofty  trees,  richly  furnilhed  with  foliage,  made 
this  recefs  impenetrable  to  the  eye  from  the  outfide.  Among 
the  reft  we  noticed  an  immenfe  wild  fig-tree  in  one  corner 
of  the  green,  of  which  the  ftem  was  three  yards  in  diame- 
ter, and  the  branches  fpread  at  lead  forty  yards  on  all  fidcs 
in  the  moft  piifturcfque  manner.  At  the  foot  of  this  beau- 
tiful tree,  which  was  ftill  in  full  vigour,  we  faw  a fmall 
family  feated  round  a fire,  on  which  they  roafted  fome  yams 
and  bananas.  They  ran  away  into  their  huts  at  fight  of  us, 
but  Paw-yangom  telling  them  they  had  nothing  to  fear, 
they  came  out  again ; the  women  and  girls,  however,  re- 
mained at  a great  diftance,  and  only  peeped  at  us  behind 
the  bulhes.  We  fat  down  with  them,  and  they  offered  us 
fome  of  their  provifions,  with  the  fame  hofpitality  which 
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we  had  experienced  in  other  iflands.  Their  huts  were,  pro- 
perly  fpeaking,  large  flieds,  of  which  the  roof  readies  down 

i:  ' ii rf r !u  ■ ; ; 

to  the  very  ground,  and  forms  a ridge  at  top.  They  are 

^ * . i.  . i ' * : . • . 

open  at  both  ends,  having  only  a fmall  enclofurc  or  railing 
of  reeds  and  flicks  about  eighteen  inches  high.  The  height 
of  the  ridge  in  the'  largeft  was  nine  or  ten  feet,  and  the 
width  on  the  floor  between  the  roofs  nearly  the  fame.  The 
length,  however,  was  confiderable,  and  exceeded  five  and 
thirty  feet.  The  conftrudion  of  thefe  huts  is  very  fimple; 
two  row  of  flakes  are  placed  in  the  ground,  bending  towards 
each  other,  and  thofe  which  are  oppofite  are  tied  together. 
Over  thefe  they  lay  fevcral  mats,  made  of  coco-nut  leaves, 
which  form  a thatch  fufficient  to  defend  them  from  the  in- 
clemencies of  the  air.  We  faw  no  manner  of  utenfils  or 
furniture  in  thefe  houfes.  The  floor  was  covered  with  dry 
grafs,  and  a few  mats  of  palm-leaves  lay  fpread  in  different 
parts.  We  likewife  obferved  that  all  the  infide  was  black- 
ened by  fmoke,  and  found  in  every  hut  the  veftiges  of  fcv-. 
eral  fire-places.  In  the  middle  of  the  area,  we  faw  three 
tall  poles  Handing  clofe  together,  which  were  made  of  the 
ftems  of  coco-palms,  and  conncfled  together  by  means  of 
tranfverfe  laths  at  the  top.  A vaft  number  of  fmall  flicks 

! 

were  fattened  acrofs  them  from  the  top  to  within  nine  or 
ten  feet  of  the  bottom,  and  thefe  were  hung  with  old  coco- 
nuts. As  they  make  ufe  of  the  oil  in  the  kernel,  and  em- 
ploy the  fliell  for  bracelets,  they  probably  keep  them  in  this 
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place  to  feafon  them.  All  the  fkirts  of  the  flat  hill,  where 
we  faw  no  habitation,  are,  as  I have  already  obferved,  well 
flocked  with  immenfe  numbers  of  wild  coco-palms,  and  the 
ground  underneath  them  is  covered  with  nuts,  of  which  as 
it  lhould  feem  they  take  the  trouble  to  colledt  only  an  in- 
confiderable  quantity.  Little  bits  of  their  cloth,  which  they 
wear  as  fafltes  or  belts,  were  fufpended  on  the  bullies  which 
furrounded  the  green  } and  the  prefents  which  Paw-yangom 
had  received,  among  which  was  a laced  hat,  were  placed  in 
the  fame  manner  like  fo  many  trophies.  This  was  a con- 
vincing proof  to  me  of  the  general  honefty  of  the  people  to- 
wards each  other.  At  Tahcitee  they  are  already  obliged  to 
fufpend  their  goods  to  the  roofs  of  their  houfes,  in  order 
to  keep  them  out  of  the  reach  of  thieves ; but  here  they 
are  fafe  on  every  bufli.  It  muft  be  obferved  likewife,  in 
confirmation  of  this  remark,  that  during  our  flay  among  the 
people  of  Tanna,  we  had  not  a Angle  inftance  of  their  deal- 
ing the  lead  trifle  from  any  one  of  our  people.  The  na- 
tives having  obferved,  that  though  we  looked  into  their 
huts,  we  did  not  attempt  to  do  any  hurt,  to  difplace  or  take 
any  thing,  foon  became  more  reconciled  to  our  appearance, 
and  the  boys,  from  fix  to  fourteen  years,  who  had  hitherto 
kept  aloof,  ventured  to  come  near,  and  fuflcred  us  to  feize 
their  hands.  We  diftributed  medals  with  filk  ribbons  to 
them,  and  gave  them  handkerchiefs  of  Taheitee  cloth, 
which  entirely  conciliated  their  aflfedtion,  and  banilhed  rc- 

ferve 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  NVORI.D. 

fcrve  and  the  remains  of  apprchenfion.  Didrud  and  fuf- 
picion,  are  not  yet  known  to  the  boy ; he  is  frank  and  ho- 
ned, and  thinks  every  body  is  like  himfelf.  We  learnt  all 
their  names,  and  preferved  them  in  memory,  and  it  can 
hardly  be  thought  how  much  this  little  artifice  aflifted  us 
in  gaining  their  good  graces  •,  they  were  overjoyed  that  wc 
remembered  them,  and  came  running  as  often  as  we 
called.  Having  fpent  fomc  time  with  them,  wc  got  up  to 
return  to  the  beach,  and  old  Paw-yangom,  who  did  not 
care  to  go  down,  it  being  very  near  ftin-fet,  gave  directions 
to  two  or  three  young  men  to  ihew  us  the  neared  path. 
We  took  leave  of  him  very  heartily,  and  made  Lome  addi- 
tion to  the  prefents  he  had  already  received.  In  our  way 
we  told  our  conductors,  pointing  to  the  coco-palms  near  the 
beach,  that  wre  were  dry,  and  fliould  be  glad  to  tade  fome 
of  them.  Upon  this  they  immediately  led  us  into  another 
path,  where  a number  of  palms  dood  in  the  midd  of  the 
plantation.  From  thence  they  took  fome  nuts,  and  pre- 
fented  them  to  us,  which  we  interpreted  as  a mark  of  great 
good-nature  i but  when  we  taded  the  liquor,  wc  found  that 
they  had  done  us  a particular  kindnefs  or  civility,  it  being 
infinitely  more  delicious  than  that  of  the  nuts  near  the 
beach.  We  now  looked  at  the  trees,  and  finding  them  in 
very  fine  order,  concluded  that  thofc  below  were  wild  ; but 
thefe,  planted  and  brought  to  perfection  by  the  care  of  the 
inhabitants.  It  is  well  known  that  by  means  of  cultivation 
Vol.  II.  R r the 


3o  s 


Avgust, 


Digitized  by  Google 


306 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


aVJdit  the  coco-palm,  as  well  as  all  other  trees,  is  made  fitter  for 
domeftic  purpofes;  and  the  Javanefe  have  many  varieties, 
of  which  the  nuts  are  much  improved  *.  The  fort  which 
is  ufual  in  the  Society  Iflands  is  one  of  the  befl,  and  like- 
wile  owes  its  excellence  to  culture  ; nor  do  I remember  to 
have  feen  any  variety  there  refembling  the  wild  palms  of 
Tanna,  which  thrive  even  on  the  mountains.  Having  been 
well  refreflied  through  the  benevolence  of  our  friendly  In- 
dians, we  proceeded  towards  the  beach,  and  in  a few  mi- 
nutes rejoined  our  watering-party  there,  by  a path  which 
led  us  direftly  down.  Here  we  rewarded  our  condutflors 
to  the  bell  of  our  power,  and  embarking  in  a boat  return- 
ed to  the  (hip  for  the  enfuing  night. 

The  Angular  nature  of  the  folfatarra  on  the  wefiern  hill 
fo  much  attra&cd  our  attention,  that  we  haflcncd  thither 
again  the  next  morning,  and  Mr.  Hodges  was  of  the  party. 
The  volcano  continued  to  thunder  all  the  day,  and  threw 
up  vaft  quantities  of  minute  black  alhes,  which,  when 
more  accurately  examined,  proved  to  be  long  needle-like 
and  femitranfparent  flterls.  The  whole  country  was  flrewed 
with  tlicfc  particles,  and  they  proved  remarkably  dangerous 
to  our  eyes  in  botanizing,  as  every  leaf  on  the  illand  was 
entirely  covered  with  them.  It  may  however  be  remarked, 
* that  the  volcano  and  its  produttions  feem  to  contribute 
greatly  to  that  prodigious  luxuriance  of  vegetation  which 


• See  HawteeCwortb,  vol.  III.  p.  736. 
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is  fo  remarkable  on  this  ifland.  Many  plants  here  attain 
twice  the  height  which  they  have  in  other  countries  ; their 
leaves  arc  broader,  their  flowers  larger,  and  more  richly 
feented.  The  fame  obfervation  has  been  made  in  various 
volcanic  countries.  The  foil  of  Vefuvius  and  Etna  is  reck- 
oned the  mod  fertile  in  Italy  and  Sicily  ; and  fome  of  the 
beft  flavoured  wines  which  Italy  produces  are  raifed  upon 
it.  The  volcanic  ground  on  the  Habichtfwald,  in  Hefle, 
though  fltuated  in  a high,  cold,  and  barren  country,  is  fur- 
prifingly  fertile,  and  covered  with  verdure.  All  kinds  of 
plants,  indigenous  and  foreign,  thrive  with  luxuriance,  and 
make  this  beautiful  fpot,  on  which  the  gardens  of  the 
landgrave  are  fltuated,  the  admiration  of  all  beholders. 
Nay,  to  confine  ourfelves  to  our  own  voyage,  the  Society 
Iflands,  the  Marquefas,  and  fome  of  the  Friendly  lflands, 
where  we  found  volcanic  remains,  as  well  as  Ambrrym  and 
Tanna,  where  we  actually  faw  burning  mountains,  have  a 
rich  and  fertile  foil,  in  which  nature  difplays  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the  vegetable  kingdom.  Eafler  Ifland  itfelf,  wholly 
overturned  by  fome  volcanic  eruption,  produces  different 
vegetables  and  ufeful  roots,  without  any  other  foil  than 
flags,  cinders,  and  pumicc-ftoncs  ; though  the  burning  heat 
of  the  fun,  from  which  there  is  no  fhcltcr,  fhould  feem  fuf- 
ficient  to  flirivel  and  deftroy  every  plant.  1 ■ 

We  foon  reached  the  firft  fmoking  place,  but  feeing  the 
natives  fomewhat  higher,  we  did  not  flop,  and  walked  up 

R r 2 to 


IT7V 

Avcuir. 


Digitized  by  Google 


308 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


t*?4> 

August. 


to  them.  They  were  the  fame  who  had  behaved  fo  well 
to  us  the  day  before,  and  they  now  fent  fome  of  their  peo- 
ple up  into  the  country,  as  foon  as  they  faw  us.  Mr. 
Hodges  fketchcd  fome  views,  whild  we  palTed  our  time  in 
examining  fcveral  plants,  and  fufpended  a thermometer, 
with  Fahrenheit’s  fcale,  on  a tree  in  the  {hade.  This  Ther- 
mometer Hood  at  7 8°  on  board  the  fhip,  at  half  an  hour 
pad  eight,  which  was  the  time  of  our  departure.  Having 
been  carried  up  clofe  to  the  body,  it  had  rifen  to  87°  ; but 
after  hanging  five  minutes,  at  a diftance  of  twenty  yards 
from  tire  folfatarra,  it  remained  at  8o°.  We  made  a hole- 
in  the  earth,  deep  enough  to  contain  the  thermometer  in 
its  whole  length,  and  fufpending  it  from  a flick  into  this 
hole,  it  rofe  in  half  a minute  to  1700.  We  left  it  there 
for  the  fpace  of  four  minutes,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time 
it  dill  marked  the  fame  degree.  The  indant  it  was  taken 
out,  it  fell  to  1 6 o°,  and  in  a few  minutes  gradually  to  80® 
again.  The  fleam  which  ifTues  from  this  place  is  confe- 
quently  of  the  hotted.  The  natives,  who  obferved  that  we 
dirred  in  the  folfatarra,  defired  us  to  leave  it,  telling  us  it 
would  take  fire,  and  refemble  the  volcano,  which  they 
called  ajpjor.  They  feemed  to  be  extremely  apprehenfive  of 
fome  mifchance,  and  were  very  uneafy  as  often  as  we  made 
the  lead  attempt  to  didurb  the  fulphurcous  earth.  We 
walked  higher,  and  found  fcveral  other  fpots  fmoking,  and 
of  the  fame  nature  with  that  before  dcfcribed.  By  this 
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time  the  meflengers,  whom  the  people  had  fent  off,  came 
back  with  fugar-cancs  and  coco-nuts,  and  treated  us  as 
they  had  done  the  preceding  morning.  After  this  refreflr- 
ment  we  advanced  higher  up  the  hill,  towards  another  in 
fight,  from  whence  we  hoped  to  have  a nearer  view  of  the 
volcano  ; but  upon  our  approaching  fome  plantations,  the 
natives  came  out,  and  pointed  out  a path,  which  they  pre- 
tended led  dircftly  to  the  volcano  or  aflbor.  We  followed 
them  for  feveral  miles,  through  various  windings,  being 
continually  furrounded  by  woods,  which  hid  the  country 
from  us  on  all  fides.  At  laft  we  found  ourfelves  near  the 
fea-fliorc,  from  whence  we  had  fet  our,  and  faw,  or  thought 
we  faw,  that  the  inhabitants  had  been  artful  enough  to  lead 
us  far  from  their  dwellings,  where  they  diflike  the  prefence 
of  Grangers.  One  of  them  was  a very  intelligent  man,  and 
gave  us  the  names  of  feveral  iflands  in  the  neighbourhood, 
fome  in  diretftions  where  we  had  not  been.  As  we  knew 
that  captain  Cook  had  colletfted  a lift  of  names  of  countries 
the  day  before,  all  which  he  afterwards  found  to  be  diftritfts 
on  the  ifle  of  Tanna,  we  particularly  enquired  of  our  In- 
dian, whether  the  places  which  he  enumerated  were  like- 
wife  fituated  on  this  iiland  •,  but  he  exprefsly  faid  there  was 
the  fea  (taflee)  between  them  ; and  feeing  us  make  circles 
on  a paper,  made  figns  that  we  were  right. 

We  fpent  the  afternoon  in  an  eicurfion  round  the  flat  hill 
*0  the  fouth-eaftward.  Here  we  found  fome  new  plants, 
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and  met  with  a few  natives,  who  offered  to  conduct  us  to 
the  fca  on  the  other  fide.  However,  obferving  that  they 
only  endeavoured  to  lead  us  back  to  the  watering  place  by 
another  path,  we  left  them,  and  walked  on  alone  through 
the  plantations,  many  of  which  were  cnclofcd  with  fences 
of  reed  five  feet  high.  However  another  native  foon  came 
after  us,  and  brought  us  to  the  beach  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  ifland.  We  faw  the  ifle  of  Anattom  again,  and  the  na- 
tive pointed  a little  to  the  north  of  it,  where  he  faid  another 
ifland  was  fituated,  which  he  called  Eetdnga.  This  cincum- 
flance  flrengthens  the  conjecture  which  I ventured  before, 
that  there  is  fome  connection  or  intercourfe  between  Tanna 
and  the  Friendly  Iflands.  The  name  of  Eetonga  has  a great 
fimilarity  with  that  of  Tonga-Tabboo,  and  fome  of  the  na- 
tives of  Middleburgh  Ifland,  or  Eaoowhe,  really  call  it 
Eetonga-Tabboo.  The  latter  part  of  the  word,  (Tabboo)  is 
affixed  to  other  iflands  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  -,  viz.  Tabboo- 
amannoo  (Saunders  Ifland)  and  Tabboo  at  *.  I will  not 
pretend  to  fay  that  the  people  of  Tanna  defign  the  ifland  of 
Tonga-Tabboo  by  their  Eetonga  ; but  there  is  room  to  fup- 
pofe  that  fome  other  ifland  of  that  name  may  be  fituated 
towards  the  Friendly  Iflands  which  facilitates  the  connec- 
tion. When  we  had  fatisfied  our  curiofity  we  returned  to 

the  beach  at  the  bay,  where  our  people  had  once  more 

•* 

* An  ifland  enumerated  by  the  Tahcitiane. 
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caught  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  weight  of  fifla.  AJ”*T, 
This  good  fortune  enabled  the  captain  to  give  the  whole 
fhip's  company  another  frefh  meal,  which  was  confirmed 
with  the  greateft  avidity.  The  bay  contained  great  plenty 
of  fifh,  and  fome  of  the  petty  officers,  who  took  the  trou- 
ble  of  fifhing,  caught  feveral  albecores  and  cavalhas  of  pro- 
digious dimenfions  during  night.  Two  fifh  of  the  fame 
fpecies  which  had  poifoned  fo  many  perfons  at  Mallicollo 
were  likewife  taken  one  morning  ■,  but  though  I wiffied  par- 
ticularly to  draw  and  deferibe  this  fpecies,  in  order  to  en- 
able future  navigators  to  be  on  their  guard,  yet  fuch  was  the 
greedinefs  with  which  all  our  fhipmates  now  feized  on  a 
frefh  meal,  that  in  fpite  of  the  example,  which  was  recent 
in  all  our  memories,  the  fifh  were  cut  up,  failed,  and  pep- 
pered the  moment  they  came  out  of  the  water.  Fortunate- 
ly thofc  who  dined  upon  them  did  not  feel  any  bad  effcdls; 
a farther  proof  that  thofe  which  poifoned  the  officers  had 
fed  upon  fome  noxious  vegetables,  and  by  that  means  ac- 
quired a bad  quality,  which  is  not  natural  to  them.  Our 
failors  relied  on  the  experiment  of  the  filver-fpoon,  which 
remained  perfectly  untainted  after  being  boiled  with  the 
fifh  ■,  but  it  is  at  prefent  well  known  that  this  mark  is  ex- 
tremely fallacious,  and  that  only  certain  forts  of  poifons 
tinge  that  metal  with  an  unufual  colour.  The  natives  flill 
continued  to  fell  us  fome  yams,  but  the  trade  was  very  far 
from  being  btifk.  Tortoife-fhell  was  the  only  commodity 
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which  they  were  defirous  to  obtain;  but  as  we  had  never 
expected  a demand  for  it,  it  happened  that  there  were  only 
a few  fmall  pieces  in  the  fliip,  which  had  been  accidentally 
purchafed  at  Tonga-Tabboo.  Thofe  who  were  in  pofleflion 
of  this  valuable  article  were  far  from  making  proper  ufe 
of  it.  Notwithdanding  the  loatlifomenefs  of  fait  meat,  the 
failor  could  not  be  brought  to  have  a fmgle  provident 
thought  for  the  future,  and  exchanged  his  tortoifc-fhell  for 
bows  and  arrows,  indcad  of  laying  up  a dock  of  yams. 

Our  fliort  cxcurGons  into  the  country  did  not  produce 
fuch  great  difcoverics  in  botany,  as  to  confine  us  to  the  fhip 
a whole  day.  We  therefore  hadened  afliore  every  morn- 
ing, and  endeavoured  to  colleft  materials  for  new  obferr 
vation.  On  the  13  th,  we  walked  up  the  fiat  hill  to  the 
eadward,  in  order  to  vifit  our  friends  who  lived  with  old 
Pavv-yangom.  We  arrived  at  the  plantations  unfeen  by 
any  of  the  natives,  who  now  came  down  in  very  fmall 
numbers  to  the  beach,  their  curiofity  being  fatisfied,  and 
their  didrud  confidcrably  lefiened.  We  heard  one  of  the 
men  at  work  cutting  down  a tree  with  his  hatchet  of  done, 
and  obferved  him  through  the  bufiics  a long  while.  The 
tree  was  not  fo  thick  as  a man’s  thigh,  and  yet  it  was  a 
very  laborious  undertaking,  with  fuch  a tool  as  this 
hatchet,  to  cut  it  in  two.  We  went  up  to  him,  and  he  im- 
mediately left  off  working,  in  order  to  talk  to  us.  Several 
boys,  who  remembered  us,  came,  calling  us  by  name,  and 
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brought  us  handfulls  of  figs  and  yamboos ; and  the  women 
likewife  ventured  to  come  and  look  at  us.  We  examined  the 
hatchet  which  the  man  employed,  and  found  it  formed  exatilly 
like  thofe  which  are  madeufeof  at  the  Friendly  and  Society 
Mands.  The  blade  was  of  a black  Rone,  which  rcfembled  the 
bafaltes  employed  at  thofe  places,  and  he  told  us  it  came  from 
the  ifle  of  Anattom.  He  fhewed  us  at  the  fame  time  an- 
other kind  of  hatchet,  to  which  a broken  fhcll  was  fattened 
inftead  of  a blade.  This  fhell,  which  feemed  to  be  a part  of 
a mitre-lhell  (valuta  mitraj,  he  faid  was  brought  from  the 
low  ifland  Immer,  a few  leagues  to  the  northward  of  the 
bay.  It  appeared  that  he  was  clearing  a piece  of  ground, 
in  order  to  plant  it  with  yam9.  He  had  already  cut  down 
a quantity  of  bulhes,  which  lay  in  heaps,  and  which  he 
told  us  he  would  fet  on  fire.  We  proceeded  from  hence 
towards  the  fea  fhorc  on  the  other  fide,  attended  by  a num- 
ber of  boys,  and  feveral  young  men.  We  (hot  fome  birds  in 
our  way  thither,  and  colletted  feveral  new  plants  in  the  plan- 
tations, which  were  more  delightfully  fituated  than  any 
we  had  hitherto  fccn.  We  found  in  them  a variety  of 
odoriferous  plants,  and  fome  others,  which  it  feems  were 
cultivated  only  for  their  elegant  appearance,  as  is  fre- 
quently pra&ifed  in  gardens.  We  alfo  took  notice  of  the 
catappa-tree,  of  which  the  nuts  have  a large  delicious  ker- 
nel, twice  as  big  as  an  almond.  It  had  fhed  its  leaves  at 
prefent ; but  the  nuts  of  the  laft  feafon  were  Hill  flicking 
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on  the  branches : the  boys  broke  the  hard  (hell  between 
Hones,  prefcnting  the  kernel  to  us  on  a clean  freffi  IeaE 
They  were  as  afftduous  at  prefent  in  offering  their  fervices 
as  the  Taheitians,  and  from  lefs  interefted  motives.  If  we 

“ ■ U.1H,  '■  pi  ' ,r  : ; 

had  collcfted  a plant,  of  whifh  we  could  find  no  other  fpc- 
cimens,  we  only  (hewed  it  them,  and  away  they  flew  to 
gather  it  for  us,  in  places  where  they  khew  it  was  to  be 
found.  They  were  extremely  fond  of  feeing  U3  fhoot, 

eagerly  pointed  out  birds  on  the  fummits  of  the  coco-palms, 

- n?  ov  * !l 

and  were  overjoyed  as  often  as  we  killed  them.  Near  every 
hut  we  faw  fome  poultry,  and  fcveral  well  fed  hogs ; and 
here  and  there  we  obferved  rats  running  over  the  path,  of 

the  fame  fort  which  is  common  in  the  other  iflands  of  the 

■ r 

Pacific  Ocean.  They  particularly  frequented  the  fields  of 
fugar-cane,  in  which  they  make  great  depredation.  The 

natives  had  therefore  dug  fcveral  holes  all  round  thefe 

* ' 1 1, 

plantations,  in  which  they  catch  thefe  animals.  When  we 
came  to  the  fca  fliore,  we  walked  to  the  northward  along 
the  beach  a good  away,  in  order  to  come  to  the  point, 

O fi . 

which  the  natives  from  the  other  fide  had  repeatedly 

: ■ 

guarded  from  our  fight.  On  the  fhore  we  obferved  fome 

• 

fmall  huts,  which  we  took  to  be  the  abode  of  fifhermen, 
and  from  whence  we  concluded  that  we  had  been  formerly 
miftaken,  in  fuppofing  them  unacquainted  with  fi(hing;‘ 

. *•  > n >\m  ’ iif,  /!■) 

however,  we  faw  no  inhabitants,  no  nets,  nor  fi(h  in  thefe 

, 1 *rjy"f  fif.  ^ 

huts,  but  only  fome  darts,  which  might  be  ufed  as  har- 
poons, 
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poons,  or  nth -gigs.  Our  attending  Indians1  were  greatly 

f . 

alarmed  on  feeing  us  go  on  towards  the  point,  and  with 
much  anxious  intrcaty  prevailed  on  us  togtveup  all  thoughts 
of  going  to  examine  that  pan  of  the  ifland.  They  repeated 
to  us  thefigns  of  eating  human  flefh  ; and  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  but  that  this  pra&ice  dill  prevails  among  them. 
Thofe  who  contend,  that  anthropophagy  has  the  plea  of  the 
mod  cruel  neceflity,  will  hardly  be  able  to  account  for  its 
exidence  in  a natioh  living  in  a rich  and  fertile  country, 
having  plenty  of  vegetable  food,  and  likewife  well  provided 
with  domeftic  animals.  The  principle  of  revenge  feems 
much  more  likely  to  have  produced  this  extraordinary 
cullom,  wherever  it  has  been  obferved.  Sclf-prefervation  is 
doubilefs  the  firfl.  law  of  nature,  and  the  paflions  are  fubfer- 
vient  to  its  purpofes.  In  civilized  communities  we  have 
tacitly  confented  to  laws  and  regulations,  and  delegated  to 
certain  individuals  the  power  to  redrefs  our  wrongs ; but 
among  favages  every  man  rights  himfelf,  and  anger  and 
revenge  are  implanted  in  his  bread,  to  reprefs  the  injuries 

V « J*,  y,  /t 

and  oppredions  of  others.  They  arc  equally  natural  to 
him  as  the  fentiments  of  general  philanthropy  •,  and  how- 
ever  different  and  oppofne  thefe  two  impulfes  of  nature 
may  feem,  yet  they  are  fprings,  which  by  ailing  againd 
each  other,  keep  the  whole  fydem  of  human  fociety  in 

I i 1 * JO‘  y f J , r,  , ■ 

condant  motion,  and  prevent  its  total  fubverfion  or  corrup- 

i i . . ,i 

tion.  A man  wholly  deditutc  of  philanthropy  is  a 
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monftcr,  juIUy  detefted  by  all  marikintl;  Jbuf  another,1  en- 
tirely incapable  oF  tinger,  & a Ihcepifh  wt'etch,rliable  to  be 
infulted  by  every  mean-fpirited  villain.  A nation,  or  I 
may  fay  a family,  (as  favages  feldom  live  in  greater  com- 
munities), which  has  been  frequently  expdfedtb  the  attacks 
and  infults  of  others,  naturally  cOntrafks  a degree  of  hatred 
and  inveteracy  againft  its  oppreffors,  which  renders  its  re- 
venge more  furious,  unbounded,  and,  in  our  cye»i  more 
cruel.  If  the  enemy  have  ufed  treacherous  arts,  they  create 
diftruft,  and  in  the  end  form  a malevolent  difpolition, 
which  foon  has  recourfe  to  the  fame  bafenefs.  At  the  lead 
fhadow  of  an  injury  they  are  up  in  arms,  and  threaten  to 
bear  down  all  before  them1:  when  they  are  actually  pro- 
voked, they  are  ruled  by  no  other  law  but  that  6f  the 
ftrongeft,  and  exterminate  their  foes  with  a degree  of  fury, 
which  is  capable  of  the  mod  horrid  excefles  *.  j On  the  con.- 

• 1 (•  fv  jt  , 

trary,  a nation,  which  has  not  experienced,  or  has  long  lod 
the  remembrance  of  mifehievous  enemies,  and  inveterate 
broils,  which,  by  applying  to  agriculture,  has  arrived  to  a 
degree  of  opulence,  luxury,  and  civilization,  and  acquired 
new  and  refined  ideas  of  philanthropy,  is  unaccufiomed  to 
the  fudden  overflowings  of  the  bile,  and  flow  to  refent  an 
affront  The  natives  of  Tanna  doubtlefs  are  engaged, 

either  in  civil  feuds  with  each  other,  or  in  frequent  wars 

b >,.  •>. , 

• ' ■ , n >:l 


* See  vol.  I.  p.  173. 
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with  the  a<djaqcnt  iflan4ep ; their  referved  diftruflful 
behaviour  to wardfr/US;  at  firft,  and  tbeir  cuflom  of  going 
conftantly  armed,  feents  clearly  to  prove  the  truth  of  this 
aflertion.j,  ,i\VrQ;h5ve  t,lierefprc,  I think, , great  room  to  be- 
licvcy  i.  that  , thRjivipJ^ncc  .af  r^fentment  .has  infenfibly  led 
tiscra.  I too  the ^ct^AptP' of  eating  human  flefli,  which  they 
pra&ife  accocding  to  their  own  confeilion.  But  we  mull 
flill  remain  utterly  ignorant  of  the  reafons  which  induced 
them  to  prohihit.pufraccejs  fpyvards  thq  caflcrn  point  of  the 
harbour,  . x , ,it  ) h~. 

We  turned  back  with  our  Indians  to  their  great  joy 
and  faiisfaSion.  They  led  us  on  by  a path  which  we 
had  never  trodden  before,,  through  a variety  of  the 
richeft  plantations,  kept  in  excellent  order.  The  boys 
ran  before  us,,,  and  gave  us  repeated  marks  of  their 
fkill  in  warlike  excrcifes.  They  flung  a ftone  with  great 
accuracy,  and  made  ufe  of  a green  reed,  or  ftilT  grafs,  in 
lieu  of  a dart.  They  had  attained  to  fuch  perfetflion  in 
throwing  the  latter,  that  they  never  failed  to  hit  their  objc<5l, 
and  knew  to  give  the  reed,  which  every  breath  of  air  might 
turn  out  of  it3  way,  fo  much  force  and  moment,  that  it 
entered  above  an  inch  into  the  hardeft  wood.  They  poifed 
it  between  the  lowed  joint  of  tire  thumb,  and  the  hand, 
■without  touching  it  with  a Angle  finger.  The  youngdl 
among  them,  five  or  fix  years  old,  already  habituated  them- 
felves  to  this  cxcrcifc,  and  thus  prepared  one  day,  to  wield 

their 
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their  amis  vfrith  activity  and  effeft.  By  various  bindings 
we  came  back  to  their  habitations,  where  the  women  were 
employed  in  drclling  their  dinner.  They  had  made  a fire 
of  a few  flicks  above  ground,  under  the  fig-tree,  and 
broiled  the  roots  of  yams  and  eddoes  over  -it;!  As  foon 
as  we  arrived  they  were  flartled,  and  begin  to  tun  away, 
but  our  conductors  quieted  them,  and  they  continued  their 
operations.  We  fat  down  on  the  trunk  of  a tree  which 
lay  before  one  of  the  houfes,  and  endeavoured  to  talk 
with  our  new  friends  as  well  as  we  could,  whilft  fome  of 
them  were  gone  to  fetch  us  fome  refreshments.  Wc  col- 
lected a number  of  words  of  their  language  on  this  oc- 
cafion,  and  had  the  plcafure  to  fatisfy  their  curiofity  re- 
fpeCting  our  drefs,  arms,  and  various  implements,  con- 
cerning which  they  had  hitherto  not  ventured  to  afk  a 
Angle  queftion.  The  inhabitants  of  adjacent  plantations 
hearing  of  our  arrival,  croudcd  about  us,  and  feemed 
much  pleafed  that  they  could  converfe  amicably  and  fa- 
miliarly with  us.  As  1 happened  to  hum  a fong,  many 
of  them  very  eagerly  intreated  me  to  fing  to  them,  and 
though  not  one  of  us  was  properly  acquainted  with  raufic, 
yet  we  ventured  to  gratify  their  curiofity,  and  in  faCb,  of- 
fered them  a great  variety  of  different  airs.  Some  German 
and  Englilh  fongs,  efpecially  of  the  more  lively  kind, 
pleafed  them  very  much  ; but  Dr.  Sparrman’s  Swedifii  tunes 
gained  univerfal  applaufc;  from  whence  it  appeared  that 
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their  judgment  of  muGc  was  not  influenced  by  the  fame 
rules  which  regulate  the  tafte  of  other  countries..  When 
we  had  performed,  we  defired  them  in  return  to  give  us  an 
opportunity  of  admiring  their  talents,  and  one  of  them  im- 
mediately began  a very  Ample  tune;  jt  was  however  harmo- 
nious, and,  as  far  as  we  could  judge,  fuperior  to  the  mufic 
of  all  the  nations  in  the  tropical  part  of  the  South  Sea,  which 
we  had  hitherto  heard.  It  ran  through  a much  more  con- 
fidcrable  compafs  of  notes,  than  is  employed  at  Tahcitee,  or 
even  at  Tonga-Tabboo  ; and  had  a ferious  turn  which  diftin- 
guiflicd  it  very  remarkably  from  the  foftcr  effeminate  mufic; 
of  thofe  iflands.  The  words  feemed  to  be  metrically  ar- 
ranged, and  flowed  very  currently  from  the  tongue.  When 
the  firft  had  finifhed  his  fong,  another  began  ; his  tune 
was  different  as  to  the  compoficion,  but  had  the  fame  ferious 
ftyle  which  flrongly  marked  the  general  turn  of  the  people. 
They  were  indeed  feldom  fecn  to  laugh  fo  heartily,  and  jell 
fo  facetioufly,  as  the  more  polilhed  nations  of  the  Friendly 
' and  Society  Iflands,  who  have  already  learnt  to  fet  a great 
value  on  thefe  enjoyments.  Our  friendly  natives  likewife  pro- 
duced a muGcal  inftrument,  which  confifted  of  eight  reeds, 
like  the  fyrinx  of  Tonga-Tabboo,  with  this  difference,  that 
the  reeds  regularly  decreafed  in  fize,  and  comprehended  an 
exffave,  though  the  Angle  reeds  were  not  perfe&ly  in  tune. 
We  might  perhaps  have  had  an  opportunity  of  hearing 
them  play  on  this  inftrument,  had  not  the  arrival  of  fome 
of  their  brethren  with  a prefent  of  coco-nuts,  yams,  fugar- 
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cancs,  and  figs,  obliged  us  in  civility  to  transfer  our  at- 
tention from  the  muficians,  to  thofe  who  brought  us  fuch 
a valuable  gift.  And  here  I cannot  but  lament,  that  the 
ingenious  and  obliging  friend,  who  communicated  to  me 
his  remarks  on  the  mufic  of  the  Friendly  Illands,  of  Ta- 
heitec  and  New  Zeeland,  did  not  likewife  vifit  the  ifland  of 
Tanna,  which  in  that  refpedt  would  doubtlefs  have  fur- 
ni flied  him  with  fome  curious  and  ufeful  obfervations. 

If  we  have  before  obferved  the  principle  of  revenge  to 
have  been  adtive  among  the  natives  of  Tanna,  we  mud 
allow  at  the  fame  time,  that  benevolence,  and  a love  of 
the  fellow- creature,  are  not  entirely  banifiied  from  their 
hearts.  As  there  is  the  greateft  rcafon  to  fuppofe,  that  their 
life  is  frequently  difturbed  by  the  troubles  of  war,  we  can- 
not be  furprifed  at  the  diftruft  which  they  all  exprefled 
towards  us,  on  the  firft  days  of  our  acquaintance  ; but  as 
foon  as  they  were  thoroughly  convinced  of  our  harmlefs 
intentions,  they  naturally  gave  way  to  a contrary  impulfe, 
which  nothing  but  the  necefiity  of  felf-prefervaiion  could 
have  filenced  folong.  They  did  not  indeed  trade  with  us,  be- 
caufe  their  affluence  is  not  yet  equal  to  that  of  theTalieitiansj 
but  hofpitality  does  not  confid  in  exchanging  an  article  of 
which  you  have  more  than  a fufficiency,  for  another  of 
which  you  (land  greatly  in  need. 

Having  made  various  prefents  to  our  friends,  to  the  bed 
of  our  abilities,  we  returned  down  to  the  beach,  and  pafled 
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fome  time  among  the  natives  who  were  there  aflembled.  We 
obferved  more  women  among  them  this  day,  than  we  had 
found  before;  mod  of  them  were  married,  and  carried 
their  children  in  a mat-fatchel  on  their  backs.  Some  had 
balkets  of  a clofe  texture,  made  of  pliant  fticks,  in  which 
they  brought  a brood  of  young  chickens,  whilft  others  had 
yamboos,  and  figs,  which  they  prefented  to  us.  Among  the 
reft,  we  faw  one  who  had  a whole  bafket  full  of  green 
oranges,  though  on  all  our  excurfions  we  had  never  found 
a fingle  orange-tree  in  the  plantations.  However,  we  were 
.much  pleafed  to  have  feen  this  fruit  at  Tanna,  as  well  as 
at  Mallicollo,  there  being  great  room  to  fuppofe,  that  it  is 
likcwife  a produdlion  of  the  intermediate  iflands.  We  were 
fortunate  in  little  acquifuions  to-day  ; another  woman  gave 
us  a pye  or  pudding,  of  which  the  cruft  or  dough  was 
made  of  bananas,  and  eddoes  ; and  the  contents  were  the 
leaves  of  the  okra  (bibifciu  efculenius ) mixed  up  with  the 
kernel  of  a coco-nut.  This  pudding  was  exceedingly  well* 
tailed,  and  (hewed  that  the  women  arc  well  Ikilled  in 
cookery.  We  alfo  purchafed  feveral  pipes  of  eight  reeds, 
which  the  natives  brought  for  fale,  and  fome  bows,  arrows, 
and  clubs  ; with  all  which  we  returned  on  board,  rather 
later  in  the  day  than  ufual. 

After  dinner  we  came  on  Ihorc  again,  to  be  prefent  at 
hauling  the  fcinc  ; however,  when  we  arrived  on  the  beach, 
we  feparated,  and  Dr.  Sparrman  went  up  the  fiat  hill  with 
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me,  to  pay  another  viGt  to  the  natives.  Some  of  them 
met  us  about  half  way,  and  conducted  us  to  the  huts. 
We  were  no  fooncr  featcd  with  the  father  of  one  of  the 
families,  a middle-aged  man,  of  a promiGng  countenance, 
than  our  friends  importuned  us  to  Gng  to  them  again.  We 
readily  complied  with  their  requeft,  and  when  they  feemed 
to  wonder  at  the  difference  in  our  fongs,  we  endeavoured 
to  make  them  comprehend  that  we  were  natives  of  different 
countries.  Hearing  this,  they  pointed  at  an  elderly  thin 
man  in  the  circle  of  our  hearers,  and  telling  us  that  he 
was  a native  of  Irromanga  *,  defired  him  to  fing  to  us. 
The  man  immediately  Hepped  forward,  and  began  a fong, 
in  the  courfe  of  which  he  made  a variety  of  gefticulations, 
not  only  to  our  entertainment,  but  to  the  great  fatisfa&ion 
of  all  the  people  about  him.  His  fong  was  to  the  full  as 
muGcal  as  that  of  the  people  of  Tanna,  but  it  feemed  to  be 
of  a droll  or  humorous  nature,  from  his  various  ludicrous 
poftures,  and  from  the  particular  tone  of  the  whole.  The 
language  was  utterly  diftiniff  from  that  of  Tanna,  but  not 
harlh  or  ill-fuited  to  muGc.  It  feemed  likewife  to  have  a 
certain  metre,  but  very  different  from  that  flow  and  ferious 
one  which  we  heard  this  morning.  It  appeared  to  us, 
when  he  had  done  flnging,  that  the  people  of  Tanna  fpoke 
to  him  in  his  own  language,  but  that  he  was  not  acquainted 
with  theirs.  Whether  he  came  as  a viGtor,  or  had  been 

• Th^Jaft  ifland  from  whence  we  came  to  Tanna. 
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taken  prifoner,  we  could  not  determine ; the  natives  how- 
ever told  us  upon  this  occafion,  that  their  bell  clubs,  made 
of  cafuarina  wood,  came  from  Irromanga,  fo  that  it  is 
probable  they  have  an  amicable  intercourfe,  or  carry  on  a 
kind  of  trade  with  the  inhabitants  of  that  ifland.  We  ob- 
ferved  no  remarkable  charafteriftic  difference  in  his  features 
from  thofe  of  the  people  of  Tanna,  and  his  cuflom  of  dreff- 
ing,  or  rather  ornamenting  himfelf  was  the  fame.  His 
hair  was  woolly,  fhort,  and  therefore  not  divided  into 
little  queues.  His  temper  was  very  chearful,  and  he  ap- 
peared to  be  more  inclined  to  mirth  than  any  of  the  people 
of  Tanna. 

Whilft  the  native  of  Irromanga  was  finging,  the  women 
came  out  of  their  huts,  and  feated  thcmfelves  in  the  little 
group  which  furrounded  us.  They  were  in  general  of  a 
low  llature,  compared  with  the  men,  and  wore  fhaggy  pet- 
ticoats, made  of  graffes  and  leaves,  which  lengthened  ac- 
cording to  their  age.  Such  as  had  borne  children,  and 
feemed  to  be  about  thirty  years  old,  had  entirely  lofl  all  the 
feminine  graces,  and  their  petticoats  defeended  to  the  an- 
cles. Some  young  girls,  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  had 
very  agreeable  fmall  features,  and  a fmile  which  became 
more  engaging,  in  proportion  as  their  fears  wore  off. 
Their  whole  form  was  flender,  their  arms  particularly  de- 
licate, but  the  bofom  round  and  full,  and  the  petticoats 
barely  reaching  to  the  knee.  Their  hair  cut  ling  upon 
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their  heads,  without  being  cut,  or  reftrained  into  any  par- 
ticular form,  had  not  a bad  effeft ; and  the  green  plantane 
leaf  which  they  generally  wore,  inftead  of  covering  it  from 
the  fight,  ferved  rather  to  fet  off  its  black  colour  to  advan- 
tage. They  wore  in  their  ears  tortoife-fhell  rings  ; but  we 
obferved  that  the  number  of  ornaments  confiderably  cn- 
creafed  with  age,  the  oldeff  and  uglieft  being  loaded  with 
necklaces,  ear-rings,  nofe-jcwcls,  and  bracelets.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  that  the  women  were  not  held  in  any  efteem 
by  the  men,  but  obeyed  upon  the  fmallcff  fign  ; and  ac- 
cording to  the  accounts  of  our  waierers  (See  above,  p.  292.J 
many  were  feen  in  the  humiliating  guife  of  drudges  and 
beads  of  burden.  Perhaps  the  laborious  talks  which  they 
are  forced  to  perform,  contribute  to  leffen  their  llature,  cf- 
pecially  if  they  arc  difproportioned  to  their  llrength.  It  is 
the  pradlicc  of  all  uncivilized  nations  to  deny  their  women 
the  common  privileges  of  human  beings,  and  to  treat  them 
as  creatures  inferior  to  themfelves.  The  ideas  of  finding 
happinefs  and  comfort  in  the  bofom  of  a companion,  only 
arife  with  a higher  degree  of  culture.  Where  the  mind  is 
continually  occupied  with  the  means  of  felf-prefervatiorr, 
there  can  be  but  little  refined  fentiment  in  the  commerce  of 
the  fexes,  and  nothing  but  brutal  enjoyment  is  known. 
Infirmity  and  meeknefs,  infiead  of  finding  a proteftor  in  the 
favage,  are  commonly  infulted  and  oppreffed : the  love  of 
power  is  fo  natural  to  mankind,  that  they  eagerly  feize  every 
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opportunity  to  excrcife  their  fuperiority  over  thofe  who  are 
unable  to  reft  ft.  The  encreafe  of  population  neceffarily  brings 
on  a greater  degreeof  polifli;  the  cares  of  fclf-prefervation  arc 
in  great  meafure  removed  from  the  individual  to  the  commu- 
nity j affluence  takes  the  place  of  want  and  indigence,  and  the 
mind  more  unemployed,  takes  pleafure  in  the  more  refined 
enjoyment  of  life}  it  gives  a loofe  to  adifpofition  for  mirth 
and  play,  and  learns  to  fet  a value  on  the  amiable  qualities 
of  the  fcx.  The  favage  is  not  wholly  incapable  of  tender- 
nefs  and  affedtion  } wc  trace  them  in  the  boy  whilft  he  re- 
mains thoughtlefs  and  free  from  care  * } but  as  foon  as  he 
feels  the  urgent  wants  of  his  exiftence,  every  other  fenti- 
ment  or  inftindt  is  forced  to  lie  dormant.  We  obferved  an 
inftance  of  affection  among  the  natives  of  Tanna  this 
evening,  which  ftrongly  proves  that  the  paflions  and  innate 
qualities  of  human  nature  are  much  the  fame  in  every  cli- 
mate. A little  girl,  about  eight  years  old,  of  very  agree- 
able features,  peeped  at  us  between  the  heads  of  the  people 
who  were  feated  on  the  ground.  As  foon  as  fhe  found  her- 
felf  obferved,  fhe  ran  away  to  hide  herfelf  in  the  hut.  I 
beckoned  the  child  to  come  back,  and  fhewed  her  a piece  of 
Taheitee  cloth,  but  I could  not  prevail  on  her  to  come  and 
fetch  it.  Her  father  got  up,  and  with  fome  entreaty  per- 
fuaded  her  to  come  to  me.  I took  hold  of  her  hand,  and 

* We  may  remember,  that  the  attachment  of  the  people  at  Tanna  towards  u»,. 
began  with  the  rifing  generation. 
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gave  lier  the  cloth,  and  a number  of  little  ornaments.  But 
I was  overpaid  by  the  pleafure  of  the  father,  the  joy,  the 
fondnefs  which  fparkled  in  his  eyes,  and  lighted  up  his 
whole  countenance.  - ...d 

We  flaid  among  thefe  people  till  funfet,  and  were  enter- 
tained with  fongs,  and  with  a difplay  of  their  Hull.  At 
our  requeft  they  fliot  their  arrows  into  the  air,  and  at  a 
mark.  They  did  not  force  the  arrow  to  any  extraordinary 
height,  but  were  very  accurate  markfmen  at  a fhort  dif. 
tancc,  as  has  been  already  obferved.  With  their  clubs 
they  parried  the  darts  of  their  antagonift,  nearly  in  the 
fame  manner  as  I have  deferibed  at  Taheitee  (Sec  p.  104.) 
They  told  us  that  all  the  clubs  which  have  a lateral  blade, 
like  a fleam  (See  p.  280.)  are  brought  from  the  low  ifland, 
which  they  call  Imrncr  t but  wc  could  not  learn  whether 
they  are  manufaflured  there  by  the  inhabitants,  or  whether 
the  ifland  is  ^uninhabited,  and  they  only  vifit  it  occafionally, 
to  gather  Ihells  and  to  cut  wood.  Before  we  left  the  huts, 
the  women  had  lighted  feveral  fires  in  and  about  them,  and 
began  to  drefs  their  fuppers.  The  natives  all  huddled 
about  thefe  fires,  and  feemed  to  feel  the  evening  air  rather 
too  cool  for  their  naked  bodies.  Several  of  them  had  a 
fwclling  in  the  upper  eye  lid,  which  we  attributed  in  fome 
mcafure  to  this  practice  of  fitting  in  the  fmoak.  It  itn- 
. peded  their  fight  fo  much,  that  they  were  obliged  to  lean 
their  heads  backwards,  till  the  eye  was  in  a horizontal  line 
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with  the  objeft  which  they  wittted  to  behold.  This  com- 
plaint was  the  more  remarkable,  as  it  extended  to  feveral 
little  boys  five  and  fix  years  old  ; from  whence  wc  fuf- 
pefted  that  it  was  perhaps  propagated  from  one  generation 
to  another.  0. 

When  wc  arrived  on  the  beach,  almoft  all  the  natives  had 
left  it,  and  in  a Ihort  time  we  were  left  entirely  to  our- 
felves.  To  us,  who  were  provided  with  cloaths,  the  cool 
of  the  evening  was  delightful,  and  we  rambled  about  the 
deferted  woods  till  the  twilight  had  entirely  difappeared.  A 
prodigious  number  of  bats  of  a fmall  fize  fluttered  about 
us,  coming  out  of  every  bulh  ; but  our  endeavours  to  fhoot 
at  them  were  entirely  unfuccefsful,  for  we  could  not  fee 
them  till  they  were  clofe  to  us,  and  they  were  inftantly  out 
of  fight  again.  Our  people  having  replaced  their  nets  in 
the  boats,  after  toiling  a long  time  with  no  other  fuccefs 
than  a dozen  or  two  of  fi£h,  which  all  together  might  weigh 
thirty  pounds,  we  embarked  likewife,  and  returned  on 
board  to  reft  from  our  cxcurfion. 

The  next  morning  captain  Cook,  Mr.  Wales,  Mr.  Patton, 
and  feveral  other  gentlemen,  who  were  defirous  to  examine 
the  volcano,  fet  out  with  Dr.  Sparrman,  my  father,  myfelf, 
and  two  men,  and  walked  up  the  hill  on  the  well  fide  of 
the  bay.  The  weather  was  foggy,  heavy,  and  fultry,  but 
the  volcano  was  quiet.  We  foon  reached  the  folfatara, 
where  the  hot  fleam  rofe  plentifully.  The  experiment  to 
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meafure  the  degree  of  heat  was  repeated  as  on  the  1 2th, 
with  this  difference,  that  the  thermometer  \fras  entirely  bu- 
ried in  the  white  earth  where  the  vapour  Came  up.  After 
it  had  remained  one  minute  in  this  fiate,  it  rofe  to'2io°, 
which  is  nearly  the  heat  of  boiling  water,  and  remained 


flationary  there  as  long  as  we  kept  it  in  the  hole,  which  was 
for  the  fpace  of  five  minutes.  As  foon  as  it  was  taken  out, 
it  fell  inftantly  to  95°,  and  gradually  defeended  to  So®, 
where  it  had  flood  previous  to  the  immerfion.  The  per- 
pendicular  height  of  the  firft  folfatara,  above  the  level  of 
thefea,  is  about  80  yards.  Wc  proceeded  up  the  hill,  and 
favv  fcveral  extenfive  fpots  of  ground  which  had  been  clear- 
ed of  wood  in  order  to  be  cultivated.  The  wretched  tools 
of  the  natives,  and  the  ncceffity  of  working  very  flowly 
with  them,  to  which  we  had  been  witnefles  on  the  other 
hill,  convinced  us  that  this  piece  of  ground,  which  com- 
prehended near  two  acres,  mull  have  required  a great  deal 
of  labour  and  a long  fpace  of  time  to  clear.  We  paffed  by 
fome  dwellings,  but  did  not  fee  a native  ftirring,  till  we 
came  to  another  plantation  in  very  good  order,  where  a 
Angle  man  was  planting  fome  yams.  He  was  at  firft  a little 
ftanled  at  our  appearance,  but  on  afking  him  the  way  to  the 
volcano,  he  pointed  out  a path  and  returned  to  his  former 
employment.  We  faw  fome  hogs  and  poultry  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  thefc  houfes,  which  were  permitted  to  roam 
about  unconfincd ; but  perhaps  the  fences  which  the  na- 
tives 
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tivcs  form  round  fome  of  their  plantations,  may  be  intend- 
ed to  exclude  the  hogs.  A little  farther  on  we  were  met 
by  two  natives,  who  came  out  of  an  adjacent  garden  of  ba- 
nanas, and  continued  to  walk  with  us.  Coming  to  a place 
where  the  path  divided,  another  man  appeared  in  that  part 
which  led  into  the  country,  and  with  his  uplifted  dart  pro- 
hibited our  advancing  that  way.  We  told  him  we  were  de- 
firous  of  going  to  the  volcano,  and  he  prcfcntly  pointed 
out  the  other  path  to  us,  and  went  before  to  lead  the  way. 
As  we  advanced,  we  took  notice  that  he  continually  count- 
ed over  our  number ; and  having  brought  us  to  a clear  part 
of  the  hill,  from  whence  a confiderable  fpace  of  country 
could  be  overlooked,  we  difeovered  that  he  had  milled  us, 
and  attempted  to  bring  us  off  our  road.  We  therefore  re- 
turned the  fame  way  we  came,  in  fpitc  of  his  figns,  which 
he  did  not  think  proper  to  enforce  at  prefent  with  any  hof- 
tile  gellures.  However,  feeing  us  determined  to  proceed 
againft  his  will,  he  blew  with  great  force  into  his  hand 
fcveral  times,  and  was  foon  anfwered  by  the  founding  of 
feveral  conchs  on  different  parts  of  the  hill.  He  now  called 
out  as  loud  as  he  could,  and  we  plainly  heard  him  men- 
tion how  many  there  were  of  us,  probably  defiring  his 
countrymen  to  alienable  and  oppofc  us.  In  the  meanwhile 
we  loll  our  road  and  came  into  a fine  feduded  dell,  fur- 
rounded  by  trees  of  prodigious  height  and  extent,  where 
numbers  of  pigeons  and  parroquets  fluttered  about.  We 
^ ol.  II  U u paffed 
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paflcd  ibme  timei  in  fliooting  here,  whilft  feveral  of,  die 
natives  ftill  continued  with  us,  efpecially i*  couple  i of  little 
boys,  to  whom  we  made  fome  prefehts  to  gain  their  good- 
will. From  hence  we  proceeded  into  a dark  pat]),  which 
had  many  vlrious  windings/  and  iat  onefc  opened, upon  a 
clear  fpot,  furrounded  by  three  or  four  houffcs  of}  the  time 
di mentions  as  thofe  where  old  Paw-yangom  dwelt.  Here 
about  a dozen  men,  well  armed  with,  bows,  and  :arrows, 
clubs  and  darts,  were  fitting  on  their  hams  in  a row,  who 
inftamly  ftarted  up  at  fight  of  ub.  We  beckoned  to  them, 
and  made  figns  that  we  meant  no  harm,  but  they  feemed 
not  to  iruft.  us  entirely.l  Some  elderly  men  among  them 
feemed 'to  have  pacific  intentions,  but  two  or  three  young 
fellows  frowned,  and  made  feveral  motions  with  their  arms, 
which,  though  not  exaftly  dire&ed  towards  us,  yet  might 
have  been  conftrued  into  a provocation  if  we  had  been  very 
irafcible.  We  concluded  it  was  bell  to  return,  and  defired 
them  to  lhew  us  the  road  to  the  lea.  We  could  not  have 
hit  upon  a better  method  of  quieting  their  diftruft  and  ap- 
prehenfions  at  once.  Some  of  them  went  before  us  down 
a narrow  path,  which  was  rather  deep  at  firfl  but  became 
more  cafy  afterwards..  Having  defeended  about  a quarter 
of  a mile,  they  defired  us  to  rtop  and  take  fome  repofe,  and 
feveral  of  their  brethren  came  to  us  loaded;  with  coco-nuts, 
bananas,  and  abundance  of  fugar-canes.  The  fultrinefs  of 
ihc  weather  made  thefe  refrefliments  very  acceptable.  We 
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gave  thb  Indiahfi . feveral  prcfents  ini  return,  and  were  well 
plea  fed.  thktit  was  only  from  diftruft,  aiul  not  real  male- 
volence, thaurliey  had  colle&ed  together  to  eppofc  our  pro- 
grefs-’intb  the  country.  After  a w^lk  of  half  an  hour  we 
returned  to  breach  from  whence  we  had  fet  out,  and 
happily  ended  an  excurfion  which  might,  with  a little  more 
raflmefs  on  our  p?tr,  have  proved  fatal  not  only  to  the  na- 
tives, but,  in  the  end,  to  ourfclves.  We  were  forced  to 
give  up  all  hopes  of  approaching  the  volcano;  but  it  is 
furely  advifeable  to  abandon  a purfuit  where  knowledge 
cannot  be  obtained  without  blood fhed  and  injufticc. 

During  our  walk,  our  people  had  hauled  the  feine  with 
the  flood-  tide,  and  obtained  a fmall  quantity  of  fifh,  among 
which  we  found  a new  fpecies.  The  pond  of  frefh  water 
likewife  furnilhed  us  with  a new  fort  of  fifh,  and  the  Tea- 
men caught  a number  of  mud  eels  in  it.  With  thefe  fifh, 
and  feveral  new  plants  colle&ed  on  tire  hill,  we  returned  on 
board,  and  palled  the  afternoon  in  deferibing  and  drawing 
them. 

We  refumed  our  excurflons  into  the  country  the  next 
morning.  The  trade  for  yams  and  for  the  weapons  of  the 
natives  was  Hill  carried  on,  but  tortoife-lhell  was  fo  fcarce 
in  the  Lhip  that  we  could  make  but  a fmall  purchafe  of  pro- 
vifions.  The  mother  of  pearl  filh-hooks  of  the  Friendly 
lflands,  which  had  the  barb  of  tortoife-fhell,  were  m great 
requefl,  and  our  feamen  could  fometimes  obtain  a handful 
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of  arrows  for  one  of  them ; whereas  another  fifli-hook, 

>.  I ; ^ 

equally  good,  but  witli  a mother  of  pearl  barb,  was  not 
efteemed  by  the  natives.  We  rambled  about  among  the 
woods  on  the  plain,  and  (hot  fcveral  birds,  of  which  this 
ifland  has  a great  variety.  We  alfo  met  with  a number  of 
Eaft-Indian  plants*  which  we  had  never  obferved  in  the  more 
eaflerly  iflands.  But  the  moil  valuable  acquifition,  in  our 
opinion,  was  a pigeon,  of  the  fort  which  is  common  at  the 
Friendly  Iflands.  This  bird  had  the  ftdes  of  its  bill  covered 
with  a red  fubftancc,  and,  upon  farther  examination,  had 
in  its  mouth  and  craw  two  nutmegs,  recently  fwallowed!, 
They  were  ftill  furrounded  by  a fcarlet  coating,  which  was 
their  mace,  and  had  a bitter  aromatic  tafle,  but  no  fmcll. 
The  nutmeg  itfclf  was  conflderably  more  oblong  than  the 
true  fpice  of  that  name,  but  had  likewife  a very  bitter  and 
aromatic  tafle.  We  foon  met  with  a native,  to  whom  we 
(hewed  the  fruit,  and  delired  him  to  point  out  the  tree  on 
which  it  grew,  offering  him  a mother  of  pearl  (hell  for  his 
trouble.  He  condudted  us  about  half  a mile  up  into  the 
country  to  a young  tree,  which,  as  he  affirmed,  bore  the 
nutmeg.  We  gathered  its  leaves,  but  faw  no  fruit,  which 
the  native  faid  had  all  been  eaten  by  the  pigeons.  The 
name  of  the  fruit,  in  the  language  of  the  country,  was 
' - • >■■  ....  *i;i  : i,.:d- 

. 1 1 i . . . 

* The  Jierculia  ba!an*hast  jltrculxa  feetida , di •fared  oppsJiiifoUa^  rixnut  mappctr 
acanthus  ilicifoliut,  ifthemum  mutuum , panicum  di  midi  at  urn,  croton  variegatum,  and 

many  others. 
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zumrwtnm*  ■>  We  beard  foroe  mulkets  fired,  which  had  an 

* • “K-t  *“«>0  r ^ . 

uoufual  report,  and  made  us  apprehenhve  that  fome  dillur- 

iot'iom  1,  il:!7/  Jiid,  v I i ■ > 

bance  had.  happened,  efpectally  as  we  thought  we  under- 

flood  fpraethipe  to  that  purpofe  from  the  mouth  of  a na- ' 

(17.17  -il  W (H.  K'  ItTjJ  • . : . . i ...  j 

»ive  us  coming  from  the  btach.  We  there- 

fore hallaucd  to  the  fca-fuk,  but  foon  found  that  every  thing 
had  been  quiet  there.  However,  {hewing  the  leaves  of  the 

“O  ..I  .iTCTiTlr ip.i.S  J-'h. J.l/  no.  | . i - . 

tree,  which  we  had  received  as  belonging  to  the  nutmeg- tree, 
ail  the  natives  on  the  beach  agreed  in  giving  it  a different 

name  from  thaf  which  our  guide  had  told  us,  though  he 

* 

endeavoured  to  cover  his  deceit  by  telling  his  countrymen 

>/  I / 

to  name  the  leaf  as  he  had  done.  We  exprefled  ftrong 

marks  of  indignation  at  his  behaviour,  and  the  other  na- 

n ’-’p  <‘jr,  ■ . . , , - , 

rives  likewife  rebuked  him. 


' 

In  the  afternoon  captain  Cook,  with  lieutenants  Cooper 
and:  PickerfgiU,  Mr.  Patton,  Mr.  Hodges,  Dr.  Sparrman, 
my  father,  and  myfelf,  went  upon  the  flat  hill  to  the  caft- 
waxd,-  and  palled  through  the  plantation  to  the  fea  fftore 
on  the  other  fide.  The  Ifle  of  Anattom,  which  the  captain 
was  particularly  defirous  to  fee,  was  for  the  greaieft  part 
involved  in  haze.  We  returned  therefore  leifurcly  through 
other  gardens,  {hooting  feveral  birds,  till  wc  came  to  the 
huts  of  our  friendly  Indians.  The  father  of  the  child 
which  I mentioned  page  325,  brought  me  a prefent  of  ba- 
nanas, fugar-canes,  and  coco  nuts,  and  thus  confirmed  us 
in  the  good  opinion  we  had  formed  of  his  fcnfibility. 

Rlr. 
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Mr.  Hodges  made  feveral  (ketches  of  views,  and  particularly 

, i 

drew  this  little  farm,  with  a group  of  natives  of  both  fexes, 

. '*  I"'-'  //  '•  d / ^ ^ ^ • -*  ■*  * 

feated  under  the  (hady  branches  of  the  fig-tree.  Frpm 
thence  he  afterwards  coirtpofcd  an  elegant  pitjli^re,  which 


is  engraved  for  captain  Cook’s  account  of  this  voyage,  and 
gives  a perfeft  idea  of  the  ifland  of  Tanna,  and  its  in- 
habitants. Towards  fun-fet  we  returned  on  board. 

> < <*;  v if!  >.  i ' 

The  next  morning  we  came  alhorc  again,  and  imme- 
diately walked  into  the  woods  on  the  plain.  We  faw  a 
great  number  of  large  and  beautiful  parroquets,  of  black, 
red,  and  yellow  plumage  ; but  they  kept  on  the  tops  of  the 
Uighcd  fig-trees,  where  they  were  wholly  out  of  the  reach 
of  fmall  (hot,  guarded  by  the  thick  foliage.  The  fizc  of 
thefe  trees  can  fcarcely  be  imagined.  Their  roots  grow 
above  ground  a confiderable  part  of  their  length,  and  con- 
verge together  into  one  enormous  (lem  about  ten  or  twelve 
feet  above  the  furface.  This  (lem  which  is  frequently  no 
lefs  than  three  yards  in  diameter,  feems  to  confift  of  feveral 
trees  grown  together,  which  form  every  where  (harp  lon- 
gitudinal angles,  projecting  above  three  feet  from  the  main 
body.  Tli us  it  rifes  thirty  or  forty  feet,  before  it  divides 
into  branches,  which  are  above  a yard  in  diameter.  Thefe 
run  up  nearly  to  the  fame  height  without  dividing,  and  the 
fummit  of  the  tree  is  at  lead  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet 
high.  The  place  where  they  were  mod  frequent,  was  a 
mar(h  or  fwamp,  occafioncd  by  feveral  branches  of  the 

fame 
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lame  pond,  from  which  we  fupplied  our  fliip  with  frelh 
water.  We  were  not  able  to  determine  whether  this  pond 
is  the  remains  of  a river,  coming  from  the  inland  moun- 
tains, and  lofing  itfelf  in  the  volcanic  fand  and  afhes  which 
cover  the  plain  ; or  whether  it  is  only  the  produce  of  the 
rains  in  the  fummer  months.  It  had  innumerable  quan- 
tities  of  mufketoes  which  were  very  troublefome  to  us, 
and  was  likewife  the  abode  of  rails  and  ducks,  of  which 
we  could  never  obtain  any,  though  they  appeared  to  be  of 
a new  fpecies.  We  walked  on  through  the  plain,  keeping 

’ : i 

on  its  wcflern  part,  and  croflcd  feveral  fpots,  which  being 

covered  with  grafles,  refembled  our  meadows,  but  were 

much  overun  with  bind- weeds,  and  feparated  from  each 

other  by  wild  fhrubberies  which  had  the  efFedt  of  hedges. 

Now  and  then  we  met  with  great  fpots  entirely  covered 

with  tall  reeds  (faccbariim  fponttmeum,  Linn.)  which  we  could 

hardly  imagine  to  have  grown  in  fuch  great  quantities 

without  cultivation.  They  fupply  the  natives  with  {hafts 

for  their  arrows,  and  arc  made  ufe  of  in  balket-work, 

fences,  &c.  Beyond  thefe  fields  we  came  into  a forefl,  con- 

filling  of  trees  of  the  fame  fort  with  thofe  which  cover  the 
| )'  1 
wellern  fhores  of  the  bay.  Here  we  {hot  a fpecies  of  wild 

dove  hitherto  unknown  to  naturalifts,  and  faw  fome  parro- 

quets,  which  were  exceflively  Ihy,  and  may  perhaps  be 

f / : -M,  f . J,  l . ; J 4 I ' *!  • • • 

feared  by  the  natives,  whofe  orchards  they  inlcll.  Advanc- 
ing Hill  farther  wc  came  into  a hollow  road,  which  ap- 
peared! 
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peai-cd  to  have' been  formed  by  a current  of  water,  but  was 
perfectly  dry  at  prefent,  and  ferved  as  a path  to  the  natives. 
Its  Tides  were  fringed  in  the  mod  beautiful  manner  with 
fhrubberies  and  palms  •,  and  in  one  pan  a huge  venerable 
fig-tree  (ficus  rdifific,  Linn.)  of  the  fame  fort  to  which  the 
Cinghalefe  and  natives  of  Malabar  pay  a particular  regard* 
firuck  its  roots  into  both  fides,  and  formed  an  aflonifhing 

vaulted  arch  over  the  lane,  which  was  at  kail  five  yards 

' 1 ■ . .'.it  eh  i . grin t. ’Lt  g ..  ulgijJ  C.& 

wide  A prodigious  number  of  birds,  of  a very  diminu- 

r ° 1 1. 1 t en  j#  n imy  y-  tntj  • : 

tive  fizc,  fluttered  about  on  its  uppermott  branches,  and 

nick-d  off  the  fruit.  We  refled  fome  time  under  its  ihade, 
whilft  fcvcral  natives  pafled  by,  who  did  not  exprefs  the 
lead  uneaflnefs  at  fight  of  us,  and  with  perfeiff  unconcern 

heard  our  fowling-pieces  fired  at  birds.  Towards  noon 

v * i • ■»  •.  ~'i . 

vve  returned  to  the  fca  fide,  and  though  the  weather  was 

very  hot,  yet  as  we  walked  almoft  continually  in  the  Ihade, 

fit  1 1 r,  i j-  i 1 ■ 

we  felt  no  inconvenience.  Before  wc  came  to  the  wnter- 

ing-phee,  we  pafled  through  a (hrubbery,  where  we  found 
a native  at  work  cutting  flicks,  on  which  the  climbing 
italics  of  the  yams  (diofeorca  oppefitifoliaj  arc  fupported.  Scc- 
in"that  he  cut  them  very  flowly  with  his  hatchet,  w hich 
had  only  a bit  of  fhell  in  lieu  of  a blade,  we  began  to  help 
him  with  an  Englifh  hatchet,  and  in  a few  minutes  cut  a 

much  greater  heap  than  he  had  done  the  whole  day.  i he 

a * • . :r  . . . r.i  =.  o - 1 w 

% 

• They  make  facrificcs  under  iti  (hide,  where  Come  of  their  divinities  ire  fiid 

to  have  been  born. 
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■native*  who  were  now  frequently  palling,  as  the  hour  of 
their  meals  was  at  hand,  flood  flill,  and  expreffed  the 
greateft  altonifhmcnt  at  the  extreme  utility  of  this  tool,  and 
fome  were  very  defirous  to  poffcfs  it,  by  offering  their  bows 
and  arrows  for  it.  We  thought  this  was  a favourable  op- 
portunity to  encourage  them  to  part  with  their  hogs,  and 
told  them  we  would  exchange  bur  hatchet  for  one  of  thefc 
animals  ; but  they  were  deaf  to  this  propofal,  and  never  fold 
us  a (ingle  hog  during  our  flay.  Having  (hewn  them  the 
wild  nutmeg  which  we  had  found  in  the  pigeon’s  craw  the 
day  before,  one  of  them  produced  three  others,  which  were 
wrapped  in  their  mace,  but  could  not  point  out  the  tree  on 
which  they  grew.  They  gave  thefe  nuts  feveral  different 
names,  and  told  us  they  grew  on  a tree  called  ncerajb.  On 
having  recourfe  to  our  books,  we  found  that  this  fpecies 
has  fomc  refemblance  to  the  wild  nutmeg  of  Rumphius,  and 
feems  to  be  exaftly  the  fame  with  a fort  which  is  found  in 
the  Philipinas.  The  pigeon  which  feeds  upon  it  at  Tanna 
is  the  fame  which  Ilumphius  deferibes  as  the  dideminator 
of  the  true  nutmeg  at  the  Spice  Hlands,  and  we  had  the 
honour  of  prefenting  one  alive  to  her  majelly. 

Wc  found  a very  old  decrepit  man  fitting  on  the  beach 
whom  we  had  never  feen  before.  Many  among  the  croud 
told  us  his  name  was  Yogai,  and  that  he  was  their  areelee. 
He  was  of  a tall  llaturc,  but  very  lean  and  worn  out ; his 
face  was  wrinkled,  his  head  almoll  entirely  bald,  and  what 
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little  hair  remained  was  perfectly  grey.  There  was  how- 
ever an  expreffion  of  kindnefs  in  his  features,  which  pre- 
ferred the  veftiges  of  a former  manly  beauty.  Near  him 
fat  another  perfon,  who  might  have  paffed  for  an  old  man, 
if  he  had  not  been  in  company  with  the  former.  The  reft 
of  the  people  told  us  he  was  the  fon  of  Yogai,  and  named 
Yma.  He  was  likewife  a tall  man,  but  well-proportioned, 
and  remarkably  well-featured  for  a native  of  Tanna.  His 
hair  was  black,  frizzled,  and  almoft  woolly,  but  not  dreffedr 
and  he  had  a very  engaging,  fenfible  look,  which  expreffed 
great  good-nature  towards  the  ftrangers.  The  natives  ac- 
quainted us  that  he  was  the  hu-vojb,  which  we  fuppofe  k» 
be  a title  perhaps  equivalent  to  fuch  expreflions  as  “ fuc- 
ceffor,  heir,  prince  of  the  blood,"  and  the  like,  which  are 
ufed  in  civilized  countries.  As  their  colour  was  exactly 
the  fame  with  that  of  the  common  people,  for  they  were 
both  of  a very  blackifh  or  footy  complexion,  we  took  par- 
ticular care  to  examine  whether  there  was  any  difference 
between  their  ornaments  and  thofc  of  the  reft  of  the  natives  ; 
but  all  the  diftinftion  which  we  could  obferve,  confided  in 
the  kind  of  fafh,  or  cloth,  which  they  wore  round  their 
body  as  a belt.  The  fafhes  of  the  common  people  were 
of  an  uniform  cinnamon,  or  brown  ifh -yellow  colour  ; but 
thefe  two  chiefs  wore  them  painted  with  black  lines,  and-- 
chequered  with  compartments  of  black  and  red:  however) 
it  is  not  improbable  that  even  this  variation  is  merely  acci- 
dental, 
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dental,  and  by  no  means  confidercd  as  a mark  of  royalty  by 
the  natives.  Upon  the  whole,  no  deference  was  paid  to 
thefe  two  perfons,  if  we  except  the  title  of  chiefs,  with 
which  they  were  diftinguiihcd.  We  never  obferved  either 
of  them  to  ifTue  any  command,  and  it  is  very  probable  that 
their  orders  are  only  obeyed  in  time  of  war.  At  fuch  a 
period,  the  people  readily  give  up  their  judgment  to  the  ex- 
perience of  hoary  age,  and  follow  its  counfels  inftead  of 
laws*  They  implicitly  truft.  their  lives  and  fortunes  to  the 
conduff  of  a man,  whofe  fuperior  valour,  and  confummate 
art,  they  acknowledge  with  one  common  voice.  We  made 
them  fome  trifling  prefents,  and  gave  them  an  invitation  to 
come  on  board,  which  they  declined.  We  then  embarked 
in  one  of  the  boats,  in  order  to  go  to  dinner.  Our  people 
brought  off  a great  quantity  of  clubwood  ( cafuarino ) from 
the  fliore,,  having  cut  down  a (lately  tree  of  this  fort,  which 
grew  upqn  the  edge  of  the  flat  hill.  They  began  to  faw  it 
the  preceding  afternoon ; but  Paw-yangom  came  to  captain 
Cook  to  complain,  becaufe  this  tree  is  highly  valued  at 
Tanna,  and  fo  very  fcarce,  that  they  are  obliged  to  go  to  Irro- 
manga,  where  it  grows  more  plentifully,  in  order  to  fupply 
themfelves  with  clubs.  Captain  Cook  immediately  ordered 
the  workmen  to  leave  it ; but  afterwards  finding  that  it  was 
cat  fo  far  that  it  could  not  grow  any  more,  he  gave  the  old 
man  a dog,  a quantity  of  Taheitee  cloth,  and  feveral  other 
articles,  for  which  he  agreed  that  we  flrould  take  the  tree, 
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AuVvlr:  antl  inhabitants  t ihfei  neighbourhood  feemcd  perftftly 

fafisfied/-' !Pa\v>-5;attgdmI  no  doubt,  was  a man  nflfoDHr 
weight  amoiig’  the  people  who  dwelt' on  the  flat  hHl.anditr 
is  not ‘unlikely  that1  his  age  alone  had' a* titled  hina  to  fotnc 
deference.-  -Thd  government  of  ihcpoopto'ofiTaiinafcems 
to  be  in  its  infant  (late,  ami  every  family  ia  guidfcd  hy ' the- 
advice  of  the  oldeft  men,  their  patriarchs^  who  never  exercife: 
their  authority  in  a ftvere  or  tyrannical  hnanber;  -cri 
Vfd  returnedinto  the  Woods  again  after  diriner, 'but  made 
an  hhfucceftful  excutfion,  Having  how  fearbhed  the  fame' 
fpots  almofl  every  day  fince  our  arrival  on  the  ifland.  The- 
wtdocH.  i7.  next  morning  we  renewed’  our  rambles,  in  hopes  of  meeting  ■ 
by  accident  vriih  the  nmmeg*-tree.  We  pafied  fome  time  in  a- 
fine  plantation  of  bananas  clofe  to  the  weftern  corner  of  the* 
beach,  where  a‘  number  of  parrots  deftroyed  the  fruit;  but- 
they  were  fo  extremely  fhy,  that  wc  attempted  in  vain  to- 
come  arlherii.  Having  taken  a long  walk  into  the  country 
during  which  wc  frequently  feparated  from  each  other  to  a* 
confrderable  diflance,  as  we  had  now  nothing  to  apprehend 
from ‘the  inhabitants,  we  came  back  to  the  beach.  We  found*!  i 
the  laft  boat  ready  to  put  off,  and  returned  to  the  fhijv  where- 
we  found  the  old  chief  Yogat,  his  fonYatta,  and  a well-made 
boy,  about  fourteen  years  old,  named  Narrep,  who  appeared 
to  be  nearly  related  to  them.  They  were  all  feated  on  th*r 
floor  Of  (he  cabin  when  we  came  in,  and  captain  Cook  had 
given  them  a variety  of  prefents  of  all  kinds.  The  old 

man 
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man  had’ received  them  with  the  indifference  natural  at  his 
agef!  but  his  fon,  and  above  all  the  boy  Narrep,  were  ex- 
tremely well  plcafed  with  the  civilities  which  had  been 
fhewn  them.  . We  invited  them  to  dinner,  and  they  ate  of 
feme  yams,  but  would  not  touch  any  other  food,  behaving 
nearly  as  Fandkbo,  our  former  vifitor,  had  done  (See  p< 
288.)  As  foon  as  we  had  dined,  we  embarked  with  them* 
and  brought  them  to  the  beach,  where  the  other  native* 
converted  with  them,  and  feemed  to  be  highly  plcafed  with, 
the  deference  which  we  had  paid  to  their  chiefs.  The  num- 
ber of  natives  on  the  beach  now  rarely  ever  amounted  to- 
one  hundred,  including  women  and  children,  who  com-n 
monly  fat  down  in  feveral  groups  under  the  (hade  of  the 
bulhes.  From  time  to  time  they  brought  us  a yam  or  a- 
bunch  of  bananas,  for  which  they  took  Taheitee  doth  in. 
exchange.  The  women  fometimes  had  balkets  full  of^ 
yamboo  apples,  (tttgenitj  which- they  fold  for  trifles,  fuch, 
as  fmall  bits  of  green  nephritic  (lone,  black  beads,  and  the 
like,  and,  as  it  feemed,  more  to  fhew  their  good  will,  than  1 
from  any  value  which  they  fet  upon  thofe  articles. , The 
civility  of  the  natives  was,  upon  the  whole,  very  confpicaous 
towards  us.  If  they  met  us  in  a narrow  path,  they  always  . 
ftepped  afide  into  the  bulhes  and  grades  in  order  to  make  way 
for  us,  If  they  happened  to  know  our  names,they  pronounced 
them  with- a fmile,  which  could  be  extremely  well. under?-.. i 
i •'  . i : • ,•  flood) 
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flood  as  a falutation  •,  or,  if  they  had  not  feen  u§  befpre, 
they  commonly  enquired  our  names  in  ordpr  to  know  us, 
again.  On  the  beach  we  had  for  fome  days  left  off  ftrctch- 

insr  ropes  to  referve  a clear  fpot  for  Qur  waterer?  and  wood- 

° '.•••  i T)  A 'V;;r-77r 

cutters ; only  a centry  was  placed  on  each  fide,,  beyontj 

whom  they  never  ventured  to  advance,  unlpfs  they  came 
frelh  from  the  country,  and  were  unacquainted  with  our 

regulations.  In  fliort,  the  change  which  our  little  flay 

* ^ ~l . ji  * lin  : J)1"!**  . >i 

among  them  had  wrought  in  their  opinion  of  us  was  al- 
ready very  remarkable,  and  continued  every  day  to  turn 
more  in  our  favour.  Yogai  and  Yatta,  with  Narrep  and 
fcveral  other  natives,  left  the  beach  very  foon,  and  return- 
ed through  the  woods  to  their  own  homes,  which  they 
pointed  at  as  far  diflant  from  the  bay.  As  foon  as.they  were 
gone,  captain  Cook  went  in  his  boat  with  us  to  the  people 
who  loaded  ballaft  under  the  weftern  hill.  Here  we  ex-, 
amined  the  hot-fprings  which  we  had  difeove^ed  on,  the 
$>th,  having  taken  a thermometer  for  that  purpofe,  which, 
had  flood  at  78°  on  board  the  fhip,  but  being  carried  clofe 
to  the  body  had  rifen  to  83°.  When  the  bulb  was  plunged 
into'  the  hot-fpring  the  mercury  rofe  to  1 9 1 0 in  thp  fpace 
of  five  minutes.  We  then  took  it  out,  and  enlarged  the 
hole  by  clearing  away  the  fand  and  ftones,  through  which 
the  water  oozed  and  ran  into  the  fea.  Having  replaced  the , 
thermometer  fb  that  it  was  immerged  confiderably  above 
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the  bulb,  it  rofe  again  to  1910,  and  continued  there  up- 

wards  of  ten  minutes  longer.  We  threw  fome  fmall  fhell- 
filli  into  the  fpring,  and  they  were  boiled  in  two  or  three 

. dij.  i-  . 

minutes.  A piece  of  filver,  after  lying  in  the  water  above 

. ■ . • » 1 i;i  ! r.  Jii  .•  f...  1 

half  an  hour,  came  out  perfectly  bright  and  untarnilhed. 

Salt  of  tartar  had  no  vifible  efifeft  upon  it  ; but  Rill,  as  we 
obferved  a kind  oF  altringcncy  in  its  talle,  we  filled  a bottle 

, ;.m,  v l ,jl  u ' ■ ■ . ■ . . 

with  it,  and  thut  it  up  clofe,  in  order  to  make  more  accu- 
, .•  . . . i l • 

rate  and  complicate  experiments  with  it  after  our  return  *. 

We  obferved  a great  number  of  little  fillies,  not  above  two 

inches  long,  fkipping  about  the  wet  rocks  like  lizards,-  to 

which  they  bore  a great  refemblance.  Their  pefloral  fins 

performed  the  functions  of  feet,  and  their  eyes  were  placed 

near  the  fummit  of  the  head,  in  order  to  guard  them 

< 1 ; : . - 1 (•  i •.  , 0 

againft  all  their  enemies  when  they  are  out  of  the  water. 
Thefe  little  amphibious  animals  were  indeed  fo  cautious 
and  fo  nimble  at  the  fame  time,  that  it  was  with  great  dif- 
ficulty we  caught  them.  They  could  leap  the  length  of  a 
yard  with  great  eafe,  and  belonged  to  the  genus  of  biennia. 
The  fame  or  a fimilar  fpecies  of  fi(h  had  been  obferved  on 
the  coalt  of  New  Holland  by  captain  Cook  in  the  Endea- 

t . 1 l lit. 

vour  f.  In  one  place  we  found  them  very  aCtive  in  deftroy- 
mg  a brood  of  minute  young  crickets,  which  appeared  to 

have  been  walhed  out  of  a crevice  in  the  rock. 

Iff  *•  ..  1 “'a:  •:  • !„•:  . 


• Thi»  bottle,  full  of  the  fame  water,  ii  ftill  in  my  father's  pofiifhon. 
t Sec  Hawltcfworth,  vol.  III.  p.  529. 
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Captain  Cook  fet  out  again  with  us  the  next  morning,  to 
examine  the  hot  fprings  at  low  water,  the  experiments  of 
the  preceding  day  being  made  during  flood-tide,  about 
half  pad  four  o’clock.  We  immerfed  the  thermometer, 
which  in  the  open  air  had  Jtood  at  78°,  and  the  quick- 
filver  rofe  to  187°,  after  lying  one  minute  and  a half  in 
the  hot  water.  This  difference,  from  the  former  heat  of 
191°,  was  rather  furprifing,  cfpecially  as  the  fprings  iflued 
fo  near  the  level  of  the  fca,  that  fome  of  them  were  covered 
at  high  water,  might  therefore  be  expected  to  be  cooled  by 
the  mixture.  We  concluded  that  fome  other  caufc  befides 
the  tides  influenced  the  relative  heat  of  thefe  fprings,  and 
we  were  confirmed  in  this  fuppofuion  by  examining  an- 
other fpring  which  came  out  upon  the  great  beach  to  the 
fouth,  at  its  wellermoft  corner.  Here,  at  the  foot  of  a per- 
pendicular rock,  forming  part  of  the  mountain  to  the  wefl, 
on  which  the  folfataras  were  fituated,  the  hot  water  bubbles 
up  out  of  die  black  fand,  and  runs  into  the  fca,  which 
likewife  covers  it  at  the  flood-tide.  In  the  fpacc  of  a 
minute  the  thermometer,  after  being  placed  in  this  new 
fpring,  rofe  to  202 1°,  and  remained  at  this  degree  fcveral 
minutes.  It  fliould  feem  that  thefe  fprings  are  heated  by 
the  volcano,  and  run  under  ground  till  they  find  an  ifl'ue. 
Tire  fire  of  that  mountain  in  all  probability  is  not  always 
equally  violent,  and  gradually  cools  in  the  intervals  be- 
tween its  eruptions.  Different  parts  of  it  may  likewife 

have 
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Lave  various  degrees  of  heat,  and  the  different  fprings,  by 
pafling  over  a longer  or  fliorter  fpace,  muft  lofe  more  or 
Jefs  of  their  original  heat.  The  folfataras  on  the  hill 
. direttly  above  thefe  fprings,  arc  in  ray  opinion  connected 
with  them  •,  and  the  Ream  which  rifes  from  thence,  through 
fubterraneous  crevices,  may  be  part  of  the  fame  water, 
afeending  before  it  can  be  condenfed  into  a continued  fluid, 
by  the  coolnefs  of  the  ground  over  which  it  is  carried.  The 
volcano  had  been  quiet  for  two  days  pad,  and  offered  no 
new  phamomena,  from  whence  any  of  thefe  circumftances 
might  have  been  better  explained. 

We  paffed  the  day  before  and  after  noon,  in  the  plain 
behind  the  watering-place,  and  colletffed  the  flowers  of  an 
unknown  fort  of  tree,  which  we  could  obtain  no  other 
way,'  than  by  (hooting  at  them.  In  the  evening  the  feine 
was  hauled,  and  we  caught  about  two  hundred  weight  of 
fifli,  which  afforded  another,  though  rather  fcanty  freflr 
meal  to  the  whole  (hip’s  company.  Dr.  Sparrman  went 
up  the  flat  hill  with  me,  where  we  palled  about  half  an 
hour  very  agreeably  with  our  friends  the  natives,  who 
made  us  a prefent  of  fruit  at  parting.  We  amufed  them 
as  ufual  by  finging  to  them,  and  they  became  fo  familiar 
at  lad  as  to  point  out  fome  girls  to  us,  whom  from  an  excefs 
of  hofpitality  not  uncommon  with  uncivilized  nations,  they 
cfFetcd  to  their  friends  with  geftures  not  in  the  lead  equivo- 
cal. The  women,  at  the  firfl  hint  of  the  civility  which  the 
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men  intended  to  confer  upon  us,  ran  off  to  a great  diftance- 
feemingly  much  frightened,  and  fhocked  at  their  indelicacy. 
Our  Indians,  and  particularly  the  young  people,  were 
very  defirous  that  we  fhould  purfuc  the  girls*  whether  only 
to  frighten  them  or  not,  we  could  not  afeertain.  However, 
they  feemed  to  be  very  well  plcafed,  that  we  did  not  take 
the  hint  5 and  we  parted  from  them,  after  dillributing  feve- 
ral  prefents,  and  efpecially  fome  mother  of  pearl  hooks 
with  tortoife-fhell  barbs. 

The  next  morning  we  were  ready  for  failing,  having  taken 
in  a fufficient  quantity  of  ballad,  wood,  and  frelh-water j. 
only  tho  wind,  which  blew  right  into  the  harbour,  pre- 
vented our  putting  to  fea.  We  went  on  ffiore  after  break- 
faft,  with  the  captain,  and  a party  of  people  ; and  he  con- 
tinued to  trade  with  the  natives,  whilft  we  went  into  tire 
country.  We  foon  feparated,  and  each  of  us  went  by 
himfelf  to  a different  part.  I paffed  by  a number  of  na- 
tives in  their  way  to  the  beach  ; but  they  all  Hepped 
out  of  the  path  to  make  room  for  me,  though  I was  with- 
out any  companion,  and  not  one  of  them  attempted  with 
a look  or  gefture  to  offend  me.  I drolled  alone  feveral 
miles  in  the  back  of  the  flat  hill,  or  in  the  valley  along 
its  fouth-fide,  to  a part  where  I had  never  been  before.  The 
path  which  I followed  was  hid  in  the  thickeft  groves,  from 
whence  I could  only  now  and  then  difeern  the  extenfivc 
plantations  which  covered  the  whole  Hope  of  the  hill.  Here 
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I frequently  faw  the  natives  employed  in  cutting  down 
trees,  or  pruning  them,  or  digging  up  the  ground  with  a 
branch  of  a tree,  inftcad  of  a fpade,  or  planting  yams,  and 
other  roots  and  in  one  place,  I heard  a man  finging  at  his 
•work,  nearly  the  fame  tune  which  they  ufed  to  fing  to  us 
on  the  hill.  The  profpecl  which  I beheld  was  fo  plcafing, 
that  it  did  not  fall  much  ftiort  of  the  beautiful  feenes  of 
Taheitee.  It  had  this  advantage  befides,  that  all  the  country 
about  me  to  a great  diftance,  confided  of  gentle  elevations, 
and  fpacious  vallies,  all  which  were  capable  of  culture ; 
whereas  at  Taheitee  the  mountains  rofe  immediately  craggy, 
wild,  and  majeftic  from  the  plain,  which  has  no  where  the 
breadth  of  two  miles.  The  plantations  at  Tanna  confift, 
for  the  greateft  part  of  yams,  bananas,  eddoes,  and  fugar- 
canes,  all  which  being  very  low  *,  permit  the  eye  to  take 
in  a great  extent  of  country.  Single  tufted  trees  rife  in  dif- 
ferent places,  and  amufe  the  beholder  with  a variety  of  ro- 
mantic forms.  The  whole  fummit  of  the  level  hill  which 
bounds  a part  of  the  horizon,  appears  fliaggy  with  little 
groves,  where  a number  of  lofty  palms  rife  over  the  reft 
of  the  trees. 

Thofc  who  arc  capable  of  being  delighted  with  the  beau- 
ties of  nature,  which  deck  the  globe  for  the  gratification  of 
man,  may  conceive  the  pleafurc  which  is  derived  from 

• The  tailed  banana  tree  does  not  exceed  ten  feet,  and  in  general  they  are 
about  fix  feet  high. 
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every  little  objeft,  trifling  in  itfelf,  but  important  in  the 
moment  when  the  heart  is  expanded,  and  when  a kind  of 
blifsful  trance  opens  a higher  and  purer  fphere  of  enjoy- 
ment. Then  we  behold  with  rapture  the  dark  colour  of 
lands  frefli  prepared  for  culrure,  the  uniform  verdure  of 
meadows,  the  various  tints  upon  the  foliage  of  different 
trees,  and  the  infinite  varieties  in  the  abundance,  form, 
and  fize  of  the  leaves.  Here  thefe  varieties  appeared  in  all 
their  perfeffion,  and  the  different  expofure  of  the  trees  to 
the  fun  added  to  the  magnificence  of  the  view.  Some  re- 
flected a thoufand  dancing  beams,  whilft  others  formed  a 
broad  mafs  of  fhadow,  in  contrail  with  the  furrounding 
world  of  light.  The  numerous  fmokes  which  afeended 
from  every  grove  on  the  hill,  revived  the  pleafing  impref- 
fions  of  domcilic  life ; nay  my  thoughts  naturally  turned 
upon  friendihip  and  national  felicity,  when  1 beheld  large 
fields  of  plantanes  all  round  me,  which,  loaded  with 
golden  cluilcrs  of  fruit,  feemed  to  be  juftly  chofen  the  em- 
blems of  peace  and  affluence.  The  cheerful  voice  of  the 
labouring  hufbandman  refounded  very  opportunely  to  com- 
plete this  idea.  The  landfcape  to  the  weilward  was  not 
lefs  admirable  than  that  of  which  I have  juft  now  fpoken. 
The  rich  plain  was  bounded  on  that  fide  by  a vafl  number 
of  fertile  hills,  covered  with  forefts,  interfperfed  with  plan- 
tations, and  beyond  them  rofe  a ridge  of  high  mountains, 
not  inferior  to  thofe  of  the  Society  Iflands,  though  apparent- 
ly 
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ly  of  a much  eafier  flope.  The  folitary  fpor  from  whence  au”*t. 
I beheld  this  rural  fcene  was  likewife  favoured  by  nature. 

It  was  a delightful  duller  of  trees,  which  climbers  and 
bindweeds  decked  with  odoriferous  blolTom9.  The  richnefs 
of  the  foil  was  here  extremely  remarkable ; for  though  I 
beheld  many  palms  which  the  winds  had  thrown  down  *, 
yet  moll  of  them  bent  their  fummits  upwards  from  the 
ground,  and  fent  forth  new  fhoots  with  furpriftng  luxurU 
ance.  Their  branches  were  the  re  fort  of  various  birds, 
adorned  with  the  brightclt  colours,  which  now  and  then 
flruck  the  ear  with  an  unexpected  fong  not  deftitute  of 
harmony.  The  ferenity  of  the  air,  and  the  coolncfs  of  the 
breeze,  contributed  to  make  my  fituation  Hill  more  agree- 
able. The  mind  at  reft,  and  lulled  by  this  train  of  plcafing 
ideas,  indulged  a few  fallacious  reflections,  which  cncrcafcd. 
its  happinefs  at  that  inflant  by  reprefenting  mankind  in  a 
favourable  light.  We  had  now  palled  a fortnight  amidlt  a 
people  who  received  us  with  the  rtronged  fymptoms  of  dif- 
truft,  and  who  prepared  to  repel  every  hollile  aft  with  vi- 
gour. Our  cool  deliberate  conduft,  our  moderation,  and 
the  conllant  uniformity  in  all  our  proceedings,  had  con- 
quered their  jealous  fears.  They,  who  in  all  probability 
had  never  dealt  with  fuch  a fet  of  inoffenftve,  peaceable,  and 

* The  roots  of  the  coco-palm  are  naturally  extremely  fhort,  and  confift  of 
innumerable  fibres  ; but  at  Tanna  the  foil,  though  rich  and  fertile,  is  fo  extreme-  • 
ly  looft,  that  it  does  not  require  a great  florm  to  overturn  the  trees  which, 
grow  in  it. 
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yet  not  defpicable  men  ; they  who  had  been  ufed  to  fee  in 
every  ftranger  a bafe  and  treacherous  enemy,  now  learnt 
from  us  to  think  more  nobly  of  their  fellow-creatures, 
rrudence,  which  accompanied  the  civilized  voyagers,  had 
no  fooner  fafeinated  the  inftintft  of  the  favages,  watchful 
for  their  fafety,  than  another,  no  lefs  powerful,  awoke  in 
their  bread:,  and  taught  them  to  relilh  the  fweets  of  fociety. 
They  fhared  the  abundant  produce  of  their  foil  with  their 
new  acquaintance,  being  no  longer  apprehenfive  that  they 
would  take  it  by  force.  They  permitted  us  to  vifit  them 
in  their  fliady  recedes,  and  we  fat  down  in  their  domeftic 

I 

circles  with  that  harmony  which  befits  the  members  of  one 
great  family.  In  a few  days  they  began  to  feel  a plcafure 
in  our  converfation,  and  a new  difinterefted  fentiment,  of 
more  than  earthly  mould,  even  friendfliip,  filled  their  heart. 
Tli is  retrofpeCt  was  honourable  to  human  nature,  as  it  made 
us  the  benefactors  of  a numerous  race.  I fell  from  hence 
into  a reverie  on  the  pre-eminence  of  our  civilized  fociety, 
from  which  I was  roufed  by  the  found  of  approaching  Heps. 
I turned  about  and  faw  Dr.  Sparrman,  to  whom  I pointed 
out  the  profpedt  and  communicated  my  ideas.  We  agreed 
in  our  fentiments,  and  fet  out  on  our  return,  as  the  hour 
of  noon  was  approaching.  The  firft  native  whom  we  met 
ran  out  of  the  way  and  hid  himfelf  in  a bulh.  The  next 
was  a woman  at  the  entrance  of  a plantation,  to  whom  we 
appeared  fo  unexpectedly,  that  die  had  no  time  to  efcape. 

. She 
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She  offered  us  a balket  full  of  yamboos,  with  a trembling 
hand,  and  with  all  the  espreffions  of  fear  flrongly  marked 
in  her  countenance.  We  were  furprifed  at  this  behaviour, 
and  giving  her  fome  fmall  trifles  proceeded  in  our  way.  A 
nuriaber  of  men  flood  behind  the  butties  in  and  about  the 
plantation,  and  made  figns  to  us  to  walk  on  by  waving 
their  hands  towards  the  beach.  At  laft,  when  we  ftepped 
out  of  the  wood,  we  beheld  two  natives  feated  on  the  grafs,. 
holding  one  of  their  brethren  dead  in  their  arms.  They 
pointed  to  a wound  in  his  fide,  which  had  been  made  by  a 
mufket-ball,  and  with  a moft  affecting  look  they  told  us 
“ he  is  killed  We  looked  haftily  towards  the  ftation  of 
our  people,  and  feeing  them  deferted  by  the  natives,  hurri* 
ed  to  join  them,  and  learn  the  particulars  of  this  (hocking 
event.  A fentincl  had  been  polled  as  ufual  to  keep  the 
natives  at  a diflance  from  our  party,  but  the  failors  took 
the  liberty  of  walking  and  trading  freely  among  them.  A 
native,  who  in  all  likelihood  had  never  been  on  the  beach 
before,  came  through  the  croud  and  began  to  walk  acrofs 
the  fpace  which  our  people  occupied.  The  fentry  pu{hcd 
him  back  among  the  reft  of  his  brethren,  who  were  already 
accuftomed  to  this  injurious  treatment,  and  acquiefced  in  it. 
The  new-comer,  however,  refufed  to  be  controulcd  on  his 
own  ifland  by  a ftranger ; he  prepared  once  more  to  crcf3 
the  area,  perhaps  with  no  other  motive  at  prefent  than  that 

+ In  their  language  they  expref^thts  more  ftrilcingly  by  one  word,  markon. 
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of  afferting  his  liberty  of  walking  where  he  pleafed.  The 
fentry  drove  him  back  once  more,  with  a rude  thruft  fufli- 
cient  to  roufe  a man  much  lefs  irafcible  than  a favage.  He, 
to  vindicate  his  right,  laid  an  arrow  on  his  bow,  which  he 
aimed  at  the  aggreffor ; but  the  foldier  inftantly  levelled  his 
mulket  and  fliot  him  dead.  Captain  Cook  landed  in  the 
fame  moment;  he  faw  the  native  fall,  and  many  of  his 
countrymen  running  off  to  hide  themfelves  from  the  ctuel 
and  treacherous  people  who  had  polluted  their  ifland.  He 
commanded  the  foldier  to  be  loaded  with  irons,  and  fent 
him  on  board  the  fhip.  He  next  endeavoured  to  appeafe 
the  natives,  and  the  natural  excellence  of  the  human  heart 
is  fuch,  that  feveral,  efpecially  thofe  who  came  from  the 
flat  caftcrn  hill,  were  perfuaded  to  flay,  and  once  more  to 
trull  thofe  who  had  fo  grievoufly  violated  the  laws  of  hof- 
pitality.  Dr.  Sparrman  and  myfelf  were  ftruck  with  the 
moderation  of  the  people,  who  had  fuffered  us  to  pafs  by 
them  unmoleflcd,  when  they  might  eafily  have  taken  a fevere 
revenge  for  the  murder  of  their  countryman.  We  went  on 
board  with  captain  Cook,  greatly  apprehenfive  for  the  fafety 
of  my  father,  who  ftill  remained  in  the  woods,  accompani- 
ed by  a Angle  failor.  We  had,  however,  the  fatisfaiflion  to 
fee  him  fafe  about  a quarter  of  an  hour  after,  among  the 
party  of  marines  who  were  left  on  the  beach  to  protect 
fame  of  our  water-calks.  A boat  was  immediately  font  off, 
which  brought  him  on  board.  He  had  met  with  the  lame 
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good  treatment  from  the  natives  as  ourfclves  ■,  they  had 
learnt  to  know  our  difpofuion,  and  feemed  to  be  too  good 
tempered  to  confound  the  innocent  with  the  guilty.  Thus 
one  dark  and  deteftable  attion  effaced  all  the  hopes  with 
which  I had  flattered  myfelf.  The  natives,  inftead  of  look- 
ing upon  us  in  a more  favourable  light  than  upon  other 
flrangers,  had  reafon  to  deteft  us  much  more,  as  we  came 
to  dellroy  under  the  fpecious  mafk  of  friendship  ; and  fome 
amongft  us  lamented  that  inflead  of  making  amends  at  this 
place  for  the  many  rafla  atfts  which  we  had  perpetrated  at 
almofl  every  ifland  in  our  courfe,  we  had  wantonly  made  it 
the  feene  of  the  greateft  cruelty.  Captain  Cook  rcfolved  to 
punifli  the  marine  with  the  utmoft  rigour  for  having  tranf- 
greffed  his  poGtive  orders,  according  to  which  the  choleric 
emotions  of  the  favage  were  to  be  repreffed  with  gcntlends, 
and  prudently  fuffered  to  cool.  But  the  officer  who  com- 
manded on  Chore,  declared  that  he  had  not  delivered  thefc 
orders  to  the  fentry,  but  given  him  others  which  imported, 
that  the  leaft  thfeat  was  to  be  punilhed  with  immediate 
death.  The  fold ier  was  therefote  immediately  cleared,  and 
the  officer's  right  to  difpofe  of  the  lives  of  the  natives  re- 
mained uncontroverted. 

We  came  on  ffiorc  again  after  dinner,  where  our  people 
"hauled  the  feine,  and  caught  a few  fifh.  The  natives  on 
the  beach  were  very  few  in  number,  and  chiefly  without 
arms ; the  murder  of  their  countryman  feemed  to  be  for- 
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gotten,  br  at  lcaft  they  feemed  to  havei  ■ forgiven,  it-m,  tbcir 
hearts.-  My  father,  with  Dr.  Sparrman  and  myfdfj,, walked 
about  on  the  plain,  and  fhot  feme  birda(:  \Vg:  only  mpt  a 
Angle  native,' who  at  fight  of  us  immcdiaitidjhftruqk  jt 
different  path,  and  walked  very  Xwiftly  4P rftfwpe r^EIi\y< 
called  to  him,  and  making  all  the  friendly  figics  wjiich  ax 
could  invent,  at  laft  prevailed  oa  him  to, turn  back,..  He 
approached  us  with  diflruft  and  apprebenfiQft  marked  i*i 
every  geflure;  however,  by  making  him  fame  prcfent^,  hie 
fears  were  removed,  mutual  confidence  took,  place,  and  we 
parted  very  good  friends.  It  was  late  in,  the;  evening  when 
we  left  the  fhore  with  all  our  people,  no'--  -U  . 

Early  in  the  morning  feveral  canoes  of  the  natives  got 
under  fail,  and  went  out  of  the  harbour.  Their  form  re- 
femblcd  that  of  the  canoes  at  the  Friendly  Iflands,  but  with 
this  difference,  that  the  workmanfhip  was  very  inferior  at 
Tanna.  They  have  out  riggers  to  all  their  canoes,  and 
fomc  may  contain  twenty  people.  Their  fails  were  low 
triangular  mats,  of  which  the  broadcfl  part  is  uppermoft, 
and  the  fharp  angle  below.  A long  piece  of  timber,  hol- 
lowed out  in  the  middle,  forms  the  bottom  of  the  canoe, 
and  upon  this  one  or  two  planks  are  fixed,  forming  the 
two  fides,  by  means  of  ropes  of  the  coco-nut  fibres.  ,;Thefe 
ropes  arc  drawn  through  the  round  holes  in  feveral  knobs 
on  the  infide  of  the  planks,  by  which  means  the  latter  are 
not  pierced  with  a Angle  hole.  Their  oars  arc  ill-fhaped, 
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and  very  clumfily;  made;  It'fcema  thqifabr-ick  of  a boat  i$ 
fo  tedious  aft  enterprize  to  people  who  arc  in  a,continual 
ftate  of  warfare,  that  they/  cannot  fpend  much  time  in  po~ 
lilhing  the  timbers,  and  giving  diem  that  perfection  and 
elegance,  which  is  codfpicuous  in  the  manufactures  of  the 
Friendly  Iflands. 

The  wind  being  favourable  to  our  departure  at  prefent, 
we  weighed  the  anchor,  and  fet  fail,  after  a flay  of  fixteen 
days.  Tho  ifland  of  Tanna  is  fituated  in  i 90  30'  S.  lat.  and 
1 69°  38'  E.  long,  and  (I  believe  does  not  exceed  twenty- 
four  leagues  in  circuit.  A clayey  fort  of  flone,  mixed  with 
pieces  of  chalk-ftones,  forms  mod  of  the  rocks  which  we 
examined.  It  is  commonly  of  a brownilh  or  yellowifli 
colour,  and  lies  in  flrata  nearly  horizontal,  about  fix  inches 
thick.  In  a few  places  we  obferved  a foft  hlack  flone, 
compofed  of  the  alhes  and  fherls  thrown  up  by, the  volcano, 
mixed  with  clayi  or  with  a fort  of  tripoly,  which  is  called 
rotten-ftone  by  fome  miners.  This  fubflance  fometimes 
forms  alternate  flrata  with  the  hlack  flone.  The  fame  vol- 
canic fand,  mixed  with  vegetable  mold,  forms  the  rich  foil 
of  this  ifland,  on  which,  as  I have  already  mentioned,  all 
vegetables  thrive  with  uncommon  luxuriance.  The  vol- 
cano which  burns  on  the  ifland,  doubtlcfs  works  a great 
change  in  its  mineral  produ<5lions,  and  might  perhaps  have 
afforded  fome  new  obfervations,  if  the  jealoufy  of  the  na- 
tives had  not  continually  prevented  oijr  examining  it.  Wc 
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found  native  fulphur  in  the  white  earth  which  covers  the 
folfataras,  from  whence  the  aqueous  ft  reams  arife, Thq 
tafle  of  this  earth  was  ftrongly  aluminous,  and  ir  may  . per* 
haps  be  impregnated  with  particles  of  that  fair.  « We  dike- 
wife  met  with  a red  bolus  near  thefe  places,  and  obferved  a 
white  felenitic  ftone  among  the  natives,  which  they  wear  as 
an  ornament  in  the  cartilage  between  the  noftrilsj  We 
found  fome  fpecimens  of  ftrong  lavas  ; but  as  we  could  not 
come  near  the  volcano,  we  never  met  with  rthem  in  any 
quantity.  The  hot  fpring3  have  a kind  of  aftringeney  in 
the  tafte,  which  gives  us  fome  reafon  to  fufpctft  that  they 
contain  mineral  particles  ) but  we  had  no  opportunity  to 
make  experiments  on  board  with  the  water  which  we 
brought  from  thence.  The  only  remark  of  any  confequcnce, 
is  a confirmation  of  a former  well-known  faft  with  regard 
to  volcanos,  viz.  that  thefe  burning  mountains  are  not  al- 
ways the  highefl  in  the  whole  ridge,  as  in  Peru  and  Sicily, 
but  that  they  fometimes  breakout  in  a fecondary  ridge,  and 
are  even  of  an  inconfiderable  height.  As  there  are  inftances 
in  the  Acores,  and  in  the  Archipelago,  that  volcanic  erup- 
tions have  forced  their  way  through  the  fea  from  the  un- 
fathomable bottom,  this  circumftance  would  be  of  lefs 
confcquence,  if  it  had  not  difagreed  with  the  opinion  of  the 
great  naturalift,  M.  de  BufFon.  He  aflcrts,  that  the  highefl; 
mountains  alone  are  the  feat  of  volcanic  fires,  being  defirous 
to  remove  thefe  fires  as  far  from  the  centre  of  the  earth  as 
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poflible.o:  Another  obfervation  which*  we  made  feems  to 
prove,  that  tbeeruptions  commonly  ;fucceeded  after  fhowers 
of  rain ; but  fo  Ihort  a (lay  a9  ours  is  infufficient  to  give  this 
remark  its  neceflary  weight,  though  it  coincides  with  the 
conjeftures  which*  hayc  hitherto  been  made  concerning  the 
caufesof  fiib terraneous  fires.  The  vegetable  productions  of 
Tanna  are  very  rich  and  various.  The  forefts  are  filled  with 
plants,  of  which  a great  number  were  new  to  us,  and  fome 
were  fpedes  hitherto  known  only  in  tire  Eall  Indian  iflands. 
The  cultivated  grounds  likewife  contain  a great  variety  of 
plants  which  are  unknown  in  the  Society  and  Friendly 
Iflands,  and  no  lefs  than  forty  different  fpecies  are  cultivated. 
Among  the  fpontaneous  plants,  we  ought  particularly  to  re- 
peat the  mention  of  the  nutmeg,  in  defence  of  Quiros’s  ve- 
racity, who  alTerts  that  he  found  it  in  Tierra  del  Efpiritu 
Santo,  which  doubtlefs  belongs  to  this  group  of  iflands. 
Whether  oranges  arc  cultivated,  or  grow  wild,  is  uncertain, 
as  we  never  met  with  a fingle  tree  that  bore  them,  but  were 
obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  the  fruit,  which  the 
women  fometimes  fold  to  us. 

, The  animal  creation  in  Tanna  is  likewife  numerous  and 
beautiful.  Shells  indeed  are  fcarce  upon  the  coaft,  and  the 
natives  go  in  quell  of  them  to  other  iflands,  letting  fome 
value  alfo  upon  large  mother  of  pearl  fhclls.  Fifli,  on  the 
contrary,  are  numerous,  and  in  great  variety : with  the  feine 
and  hook  we  caught  mullet  (mu":tsji  Brafilian  pike,  garfifli, 
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dolphins,  cavalhas,  parrot-fifli,  (ling-rays,  foothlefs-rays, 

L . v 1 

angel-filh,  (harks,  and  fucking-fifh,  as  well  as  feveral  (pe- 
eks of  mackrel  and  mullet  (mugil).  The  woods  contained 
a variety  of  birds,  efpecially  feveral  forts  of  pigeons,  parro- 
qucts,  and  fly-catchers.  Among  the  latter  we  found  a fpe- 
cies  which  is  likcwifc  to  be  met  with  in  New  Zeeland.  The1 


Ccylanek  owl,  a fpccies  of  creeper,  a fort  of  duck,  and  a 
purple  water-hen,  were  likewife  fecn  ; but  all  in  general 
were  remarkably  (hy,  which  feems  to  indicate  their  being 
purfued  by  the  natives.  The  only  tame  fowls  are  the  com- 
mon cock  and  hen  ; and  the  only  domcftic  quadrupeds  are 
hogs.  Rats  and  bats,  both  which  I have  already  mentioned, 
form  the  only  two  wild  fpecics  of  quadrupeds.. 

Tanna,  thus  well  fupplied  by  nature,  and  blcfled  with 
the  mild  influence  of  a tropical  climate,  contains  a race  of 
men  in  a much  inferior  (late  of  civilization,  than  the  na- 
tive! of  the  Friendly  and  Society  lflands,  who  live  nearly  in 
the  fame  parallel,  but  to  the  caftward.  I am  of  opinion, 
we  rate  the  population  of  Tanna  very  high,  when  we  fup- 
pofe  it  to  amount  to  twenty  thoufand  perfons.  The  plan- 
tations feem  to  bear  a fmall  proportion  to  the  wild  forefls, 
wherever  we  walked  about  in  the  ifland,  only  excepting 

the  flat  hill  along  the  eaftern  (hore  of  the  bay,  which  is  in- 

• • 

deed  the  richeft  fpot  I ever  beheld  in  the  South  Seas.  The 
excellence  of  the  foil,  inftead  of  being  an  advantage  to  cul- 
tivation in  its  infant  (late,  is  rather  of  diflervice;  as  all 
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kinds  of  yrild  trees,  buflies  and  weeds,  are  with  the  greateft 
difficulty  rooted  out,  and  propagate  with  luxuriance,  either 
from  feeds,  or  from  the  roots.  Cultivated  vegetables,  be- 
ing of  a more  weakly  and  delicate  nature,  arc  eafily  op- 

prefled  and  fultocaied  by  the  indigenous  wild  tribes,  till  rc- 

. i:  i hnuof  '*v/  -s  iii  m ■ . , _ . 

peated  labours  fucceed  at  lad  to  bring  them  to  a flournmng 

I bni.  - . 

Rate.  Thefe  two  circumftances  together  ftrongly  indicate, 

* * » 

diat  the  nation  which  inhabits  Tanna  is  not  very  numerous, 
in  proportion  to  the  extent  of  that  idand.  The  people  feem 
to  live  difperfed  in  fmall  villages,  confiding  of  a few  fami- 
lies ; and  their  conftant  cudom  of  going  armed  is  a certain 

fign  that  thev  formerly  had,  and  probably  dill  have,  wars 

' >’  ,rn  ’ ' , 

with  neighbouring  iflanders,  or  quarrels  amongd  them- 

felves.  If  Lmight  venture  a conjecture,  founded  upon  the 
languages  which  we  heard  fpoken  in  the  idand,  I fhould 
fuppofe  that  fcveral  tribes  of  different  nations  have  peopled 
the  idand  of  Tanna,  and  may  have  difputed  the  poffeflion 
of  the  ground  with  each  other.  Befidcs  the  common  lan- 
guage of  the  idand,  and  befidcs  a dialed  of  that  of  the 
Friendly  Idands,  we  collected  fome  words  of  a third  lan- 
guage, chicfiy  current  among  the  inhabitants  of  its  wederni 
hills  ; and  we  particularly  obtained  the  numerals  of  all  the 
three  tongues,  which  are  indeed  totally  didind.  In  the 
common  language  of  Tanna,  we  met  with  two  or  three 
words,  which  have  a clear  affinity  with  the  language  of 
Mallicollo,  and  about  the  fame  number  correfpond  with 
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fome  words  of  the  Malay  ; but  in  general  they  are  wholly 
unlike  each  other,  and  related  to  no  other  tongue  that  I 
know  of.  There  is  a ftrong  kind  of  afpiration,  and  a gut- 
tural found,  in  many  words  at  Tanna,  which  are,  however, 
very  fonorous  and  full  of  vowels,  and  therefore  eafily  pro- 
nounced. 

The  fmall  fize  of  the  iflands  in  the  South  Sea,  and  the 
want  of  wild  quadrupeds  on  them,  have  totally  prevented 
their  firfl  fcttlers  from  living  by  the  chace,  the  ufual  occu- 
pation of  favages.  This  confined  fpace  likewife  did  not 
allow  them  to  breed  numerous  herds  of  domeftic  animals, 
and  obliged  them  to  have  recourfe  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
foil  for  their  immediate  fubfiflence,  efpecially  when  they 
could  not  fupport  themfclves  by  fifhing.  It  has  been  the 
falutary  confequence  of  this  early  application  to  rural  ceco- 
nothy,  to  facilitate  civilization-*  All  the  nations  of  tropical 
iflands  in  the  South  Sea  have  fixed  habitations,  and  it  is  only 
the  degree  of  elegance  and  convenience  which  diflinguifhes 
their  different  progtefs  in  culture.  The  people  of  Tanna 
do  not  appear,  according  to  this  flandard,  to  be  far  ad- 
vanced ; their  houfes  are  mere  fheds,  which  barely  cover 
them  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  Drefs,  another 
diflinguifhing  character  of  civilization,  is  as  yet  entirely 
unknown  to  them ; and  in  the  place  of  cleanlinefs,  which 
every  where  renders  mankind  agreeable  to  each  other,  we 
cbfcrved  divers  forts  of  paint  and  greafe.  They  feem  how- 
ever 
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•ever  to  be  in  great  forwardnefs  towards  receiving  a greater 
polilh.  Their  food  is  much  varied  by  the  arts  of  cookery 
which  the  women  put  in  practice  ; they  road  or  broil  the 
yams  and  bananas ; they  flew  the  green  leaves  of  a kind 
of  fig,  and  of  the  okra  (bibijeus  efculcntusj,  they  bake  pud- 
dings made  of  a pafte  of  bananas  and  eddoes,  containing  a 
mixture  of  coco-nut  kernel  and  leaves,  and  they  likewife 
•eat  feveral  forts  of  ripe  fruits,  without  any  preparation. 
Their  poultry  and  hogs  doubtlcfs  fupply  them  at  times 
with  animal  food  ; and  from  time  to  time  they  catch  fifli 
and  birds,  which  very  probably  are  reckoned  dainties.  If 
•the  tadc  for  a variety  of  food  becomes  more  general  and 
violent,  agriculture,  arts,  and  manufactures  will  be  carried 
on  with  greater  fpirit,  as  far  as  they  are  fubfervient  to  the 
plcafure  of  the  palate,  and  one  refinement  dill  mufl  give 
birth  to  another.  The  heavieft  talk  becomes  light  and 
amuling,  as  foon  as  it  is  undertaken  from  our  own  inclina- 
tion, and  for  the  gratification  of  our  fenfes.  The  domeftic 
life  of  the  people  of  Tanna  is  not  wholly  dellitutc  of  amufc- 
ments  ; they  are  at  prefent  indeed  of  a more  ferious  turn 
than  the  civilized  nations  of  the  Friendly  and  Society  Iflands, 
and  the  more  favage  inhabitants  of  Mallicollo : but,  on  the 
other  hand,  their  mufic  is  in  greater  perfection  than  any  in 
the  South  Sea;  and  it  cannot  be  difputed  that  a predilection 
for  harmonious  founds  implies  great  fenfibility,  and  mud 
prepare  the  way  for  civilization.  Agreeably  to  their  pre- 
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fcnt  fituation,  their  government  is  in  a very  imperfcdl  Rate. 
Every  village  or  family  appears  to  be  independent,  and  only 
to  join  with  the  reft  when  their  common  intereft  is  abfo- 
lutely  the  fame : for  example,  when  their  country  is  threat- 
ened by  the  invafion  of  ftrangers.  The  aged  or  the  ftrong 
appear  to  have  the  greateft  influence  among  the  multitude, 
and  a diverlity  of  ranks  feems  to  be  unknown.  The  feparatc 
intereft  of  many  fmall  focieties  mull  frequently  clalh,  and  of 
courfe  involve  them  in  feuds,  which  nourilh,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  the  principles  of  diftruft  and  revenge.  This  difficulty 
can  only  be  remedied  in  procefs  of  time  by  the  encreafe  of 
population,  which  will  oblige  them  to  unite  and  to  eftablilh  a 
government  on  a more  permanent  bafis.  The  manufacture  of 
arms,  upon  which  they  now  fpend  more  time  than  on  any 
other,  will  then  employ  their  more  numerous  leifure  hours, 
and  the  fame  elegance  which  is  at  prefent  lavifhed  on  the 
arms  at  the  Friendly  Illands,  may  likewife  at  Tanna  become 
the  work  of  peace  and  mutual  fafety.  How  far  their  naviga- 
tions to  neighbourings  illands  may  haften  that  period  is  un- 
certain ; but  commerce  is  doubtlefs  of  infinite  fervice  to  the 
encreafe  of  civilization. 

We  know  nothing  of  their  religion,  except  the  fo- 
Icmn  fong  which  we  heard  on  the  eaftern  point  of 
the  bay  almoft  every  morning,  from  whence  we  fufpeft 
that  they  have  a place  of  worlhip  in  the  woods  there- 
abouts. Their  folicitude  to  prevent  our  accefs  to  that  part 
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leems  to  ftrengthcn  this  conjecture ; but  in  their  general 
behaviour  we  did  not  take  notice  of  the  lead  religious  aft, 
nor  of  any  thing  that  could  be  conftrued  into  fuperflition. 
The  only  circumftance  which  has  fome  appearance  of  ow- 
ing its  origin  to  a religious  notion,  is  their  taking  up  the 
prefents  which  we  gave  them,  in  a leaf;  but  as  this  was  not 
a general  cuflom,  and  almoft  entirely  negleCted  as  foon  as 
we  became  better  acquainted,  I cannot  lay  any  flrcfs  upon 
it.  Civilization  enlarges  and  unravels  the  idea  of  a Deity, 
which  is  not  unknown  to  the  favage,  though  his  more  im- 
mediate wants  prevent  his  giving  attention  to  it.  When  the 
exigencies  of  nature  are  fupplied  with  lefs  trouble,  and  in  a 
fhorter  time,  the  intellectual  part  expands  and  mounts  to 
heaven  to  find  fome  occupation.  It  cannot  be  expeCted  that 
during  the  little  flay  which  we  made  at  Tanna,  and  in  the 
confined  flotation  to  which  the  diflruft  of  the  natives  re- 
duced us  at  firft,  we  fhould  have  been  able  to  colleCt  more 
certain  and  inflruCtive  obfervations,  or  an  cxaCt  detail  of 
the  whole  extent  of  knowledge  among  the  natives.  Many 
articles,  and  efpccially  all  the  cuftoms  of  domeflic  life,  re- 
main- entirely  unknown  to  us.  All  nations  praCtife  certain 
ceremonies  on  folcmn  occafions,  fuch  as  marriages,  births, 
or  deaths ; and  however  fimple  they  may  be  at  Tanna,  they 
contribute  to  delineate  the  character  of  the  people,  of  which 
our  knowledge  is  but  too  imperfect.  The  vifits  which  we 
made  to  them  on  the  hill,  gave  us  great  room  to  believe 
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them  hofpitable,  and  open  to  fentiments  of  univerfal  bene- 
volence, as  foon  as  the  apprehenGons  for  their  fafety  were 
pacified.  We  found  them  unjuft  to  their  women,  but  not  fo 
cruel  and  unnatural  as  the  New  Zeelandcrs;  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  rather  to  be  fuppofed  that  they  make  gradual  advances 
towards  that  kind  difpofition  which  manifcfls  itfelf  in  the 
good  treatment  of  the  fex  at  the  Friendly  and  Society  Iflands. 
Upon  other  occafions  we  had  reafon  to  believe  them  brave 
and  intrepid,  and  their  condudl  to  us  in  the  woods,  after 
the  fatal  murder  of  their  countryman,  was  certainly  gener- 
ous. Their  converfation  fometime3  afforded  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  admiring  their  fagacity.  Their  behaviour  to  us 
at  our  firft  arrival,  and  the  cuftom  of  going  conftantly 
armed,  are  evident  marks  of  diftruft ; and  the  cuftom  of  eat- 
ing human  flefli,  which  their  figns  plainly  indicated,  is  a 
proof  that  their  paffions  are  violent.  The  intercourfe  with 
Europeans  might  perhaps  have  proved  a benefit  to  them, 
and  laid  the  ground-work  for  a future  progrefs  in  civiliza- 
tion, if  their  laft  rafh  a<5lion  had  not  effaced  thofc  favour- 
able impreffions  which  the  natives  had  already  conceived  of 
them.  European  goods  were  in  no  repute;  but  as  we  left 
a confidcrable  number  of  nails  and  fome  hatchets  among 
them,  the  durability  of  the  metal  will  foon  teach  them  to 
hold  it  in  high  efteem,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that  the 
next  lhip  which  may  happen  to  vifit  them,  will  find  them 
fond  of  iron-ware,  and  eager  to  barter  provifions  for  it. 
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Having  once  more  put  to  fea,  we  ran  to  the  eaflward,  in 
order  to  examine  the  illand  of  Irronan.  Our  flay  at  Tanna 
had  fupphcd  us  only  with  three  or  four  meals  of  frcfli  fiflt, 
and  a fmall  quantity  of  yams,  which  we  treafured  up  to 
fcrve  upon  emergencies.  Some  of  our  crew  were  at  this 
time  affli-fted  with  fevers,  and  received  fmall  portions  of 
tliofe  roots,  as  fubftitutes  to  the  unwholefome  bifcuit  and 
pickled  beef. 

In  the  evening  we  came  near  the  illand  of  Irronan,  which 
was  found  to  lie  about  twelve  leagues  to  the  call  of  ,Tanna, 
and  conlilled  of  a high  table-hill.  We  paffcd  the  night  in 
tacking,  and  the  next  morning  afccrtained  the  fituation  of 
Anattom  in  200  3'  fouth,  and  1700  5 eaft.  Its  fize  was 
inferior  to  that  of  Tanna,  though  we  kept  at  fuch  a dillance 
that  we  could  not  determine  it  with  precifion;  but  the  height 
of  its  mountains  was  to  all  appearance  nearly  the  fame. 
Obfcrving  no  other  iflands  to  the  fouthward  at  prefcnt,  we 
fliaped  our  courfe  along  the  fouth-weft  Ihore  of  Tanna, 
which  we  faw  to  great  advantage  on  that  fide,  all  the  hills 
Hoping  very  gently  from  their  fummits  and  inland  ridges. 
As  the  wind  was  very  frelh  and  wholly  in  our  favour,  we 
were  on  the  lee-fide  of  Irromanga  the  next  morning.  Cap- 
tain Cook  was  refolved  to  fpend  fome  time  in  examining  the 
weftern  coafts  of  all  this  group  of  illands,  and  particularly 
not  to  leave  unexplored  that  to  the  north  of  Mallicollo, 
which  had  been  feen  by  M,  dc  Bougainville.  This  group 
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being  the  wefternmoft  hitherto  known  in  the  South  Pacific 
Ocean,  captain  Cook  named  the  New  Hebrides  *,  having 
acquired  the  right  of  giving  this  new  collective  name  by 
difeovering  ten  large  iflands,  befides  a number  of  fmallcr 
ones,  all  which  had  never  been  feen  before.  The  day  was 
not  yet  fpent  when  we  had  already  pafied  the  fouthern  fliores 
of  Sandwich  Ifland.  Its  afpcCt  on  that  fide  was  very  beau- 
tiful, and  its  forefts  feemed  more  rich  and  copious  than  we 
had  formerly  obferved  them  to  the  northward.  Four  fmall 
iflands,  of  inconfiderable  height  but  finely  wooded  with  the 
mod  tufted  trees,  formed  a harbour,  which  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  very  convenient  and  fafe. 

Running  on  all  night  with  great  fpeed,  we  came  in 
fight  of  the  Ifles  of  Apee,  Pa-oom,  and  Ambrrym  the  next 
morning,  and  flood  along  the  fouth-weft  fide  of  Mallicollo. 
The  peak  of  Pa-oom  feemed  at  this  diflance  in  one  direction, 
to  be  entirely  feparate  from  the  land  before  it,  but  it  may 
neverthelefs  be  connected  with  it  by  low  land.  Mallicollo 
furprifed  us  again  with  the  beauty  and  Ihagginefs  of  its 
forefts,  from  whence  vaft  numbers  of  fmokes  afeended, 
fuflicicnt  to  prove,  that  a great  part  of  thefe  forefts  was 
inhabited.  A fpacious  bay  foon  opened  to  our  view, 
with  a fine  beach  ; and  the  land  about  it,  was  to  all 
appearance,  extremely  populous  and  fertile.  Two  fmall 
iflands  were  fituated  in  this  bay,  and  we  feafled  our  eyes 

• The  Hebrides  arc  the  wcftcrmoll  iflands  of  Great  Britain. 
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on  the  richnefs  and  luxuriance  of  the  profpeft,  where  the 
brighteft  tints  of  verdure  were  profufely  fprcad. 

A great  number  of  natives  were  obferved  on  the  fliore, 
and  two  canoes  put  off  about  noon,  paddling  towards  us, 
but  foon  giving  over  the  chace,  as  we  failed  on  too  fad  for 
them.  Beyond  the  point  which  included  the  bay  to  the 
north-weft,  the  country  loft  fomething  of  its  exuberant  fer- 
tility, and  was  interfperfed  with  barren  fpots,  though  we 
faw  fmokes  and  habitations  on  the  higheft  ridges : and  at 
night  the  mountains  were  illuminated  in  different  places, 
by  feveral  lines  of  fires,  fome  of  which  appeared  to  extend 
at  leaft  half  a mile  in  length.  We  palled  the  north  point 
of  Mallicollo  during  night,  and  were  a good  way  advanced 
in  Bougainville’s  paffage  at  day-break  on  the  24th.  Mal- 
licollo lies  nearly  N.  N.  W.  and  S.  S.  E.  and  the  north  point 
is  in  1 5 0 s o'  S.  and  167°  2 3'  E.  The  land  which  forms 
the  north  fide  of  the  paffage,  appeared  very  extenfive,  high 
and  mountainous,  and  a number  of  fmall  illands  lay  along 
its  fouthern  coaft,  which  were  of  a very  moderate  height, 
and  covered  with  the  fineft  forefts.  The  continual  fair 
weather  which  attended  this  part  of  our  navigation,  made 
all  thefe  beautiful  landfcapes  appear  to  the  greateft  advan- 
tage ; and  the  pleafure  of  contemplating  a great  variety  of 
rich  feeneries,  made  us  fome  amends  for  the  wretchcdncfs 
of  our  diet,  which  at  prefent  confided  of  no  other  than  the 
fhip’s  provifions. 
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The  land  which  we  now  faw  to  the  northward, 
fcems  to  be  the  fame,  which  that  great  navigator,  captain 
Quiros,  called  Tierra  Auftral  del  Efpiritu  Santo,  and  which 
at  that  time,  he  fuppofed  to  make  pan  of  a continent.  It 
is  not  improbable,  that  the  bay  of  St.  Philip  and  St. 
Jago,  where  he  anchored,  is  fituated  within  the  fmall 
illands,  which  lie  before  that  great  land.  We  really  faw 
the  appearance  of  a bay  within  them,  but  did  not  flop  to 
examine  it,  only  giving  the  fmall  illands  the  name  of  Bar- 
tholomew Ifles,  from  the  day  on  which  we  faw  them. 

We  were  now  entertained  once  more  with  the  fight  of 
the  illand  of  Lepers,  and  Aurora  which  remained  at  a great 
dillance  to  the  eaft  of  us.  Our  courfe  continued  to  the 
north  along  the  callern  fhore  of  Tierra  del  Efpiritu  Santo, 
where  we  Hill  difeovered  new  illands,  which  were  not  fecn 
by  M.  dc  Bougainville.  Thcfe  fmall  illands,  as  well  as  the 
main  land,  had  all  a very  fertile  afpe<ff,  being  covered  with 
fine  forefls,  from  whence  numerous  fmokes  afeended, 
which  were  fo  many  figns  of  a great  population.  Having 
palled  the  night,  Handing  oflf  and  on,  we  came  abreaft  of 
the  northernmoft  illands  the  next  morning,  and  took  notice 
that  even  the  large  land  extended  no  further  northward.  Mott 
of  the  fmall  illands  were  very  long,  narrow,  and  bluff  at  one 
end,  but  formed  a low  flat  point,  running  out  to  the  north- 
ward. Their  bluff  part  was  commonly  white  like  a chalk- 
cliff,  and  it  was  remarkable  that  we  did  not  obferve  any  coco- 
nut 
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nut  trees  among  their  foreds,  which  in  fome  places  confided 
chiefly  of  club-wood.  AswepaflTedby  their  northern  extremity, 

i 

they  formed  a very  beautiful  profpett,  gradually  opening 
from  each  other,  and  clear  of  the  main  land.  Steering  to 
the  weftward,  we  palled  a projecting  point  on  Ticrra  del 
Efpiritu  Santo,  and  opened  a mod  fpacious  bay  of  which 
the  entrance  could  be  no  lefs  than  five  leagues  wide.  The 
depth  of  the  bay  was  proportioned  to  the  width.  The 
fliores  on  each  fide  feemed  to  run  parallel  for  the  fpace  of 
feven  leagues,  at  the  end  of  which  the  bay  terminates.  A 
fine  beach  was  feen  all  along  the  bottom  of  it,  and  the  land 
from  thence,  for  many  leagues  within  the  country,  con- 
fided of  hills  of  a very  moderate  height,  and  extenfive  po- 
pulous vallics,  which  had  the  appearance  of  fertility  and 
plenty.  We  Hood  over  to  its  weflern  lliore  where  we  faw 
many  natives,  efpecially  towards  the  evening  ; and  likewife 
took  notice  of  a canoe  fimilar  to  thofe  which  we  had 
obferved  at  Mallicollo  ; it  came  off,  but  the  people  in  it 
kept  it  at  a didance  from  the  Ihip,  and  would  not  come 
near,  though  we  gave  them  ever  fo  many  invitations.  The 
hill  which  formed  the  wedern  Ihore  was  rather  deep,  but 
however  well  inhabited,  and  covered  with  woods.  A low 
flat  point  ran  out  from  it  a mile  or  two  into  the  bay,  and 
formed  a kind  of  cove  where  we  wiflied  to  come  to  an 
anchor,  as  we  were  becalmed,  and  the  night  was  coming  on. 
Wc  founded  feveral  times,  but  found  no  bottom  with  one 
Vol.  II.  Bbb  hundred 
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hundred  and  thirty,  and  one  hundred  and  forty  fathom, 
about  a mile  from  the  fliore.  It  was  foon  perfectly  dark, 
and  as  we  only  difcerned  the  land  by  the  lights  which 
glimmered  through  the  woods  in  different  places,  our  fitua- 
tion  was  beginning  to  be  alarming,  and  we  thought  of 
hoifting  out  our  boats  to  tow  us  off,  when  a faint  breeze 
aflifted  us  to  get  into  the  middle  of  the  bay.  Here  we 
waited  for  day-light,  and  then  continued  to  Hand  in  to  the 
fouthward  with  light  airs,  which  vanifhed  towards  noon. 
Two  boats  were  fent  after  dinner  to  the  beach  which  runs 
along  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  in  order  to  reconnoitre  whe- 
ther there  was  any  port,  or  a river,  which  we  could  not 
difeern  from  on  board,  being  flill  above  a league  and  a 
half  difiant.  In  the  mean  while  three  canoes  put  off  from 
the  fliore,  with  triangular  fails,  and  approached  the  Ihip 
very  fad.  In  each  of  them  we  obferved  four  or  five  men, 
to  whom  we  called,  as  foon  as  we  thought  them  within 
hearing.  They  were  naked,  and  of  the  fame  colour  as  the 
Mallicollefe  ; but  taller,  and  more  ftoutly  formed ; their 
hair  feerned  to  be  woolly,  and  their  beards  frizzled.  Some 
of  them  had  a bunch  of  feathers  on  the  top  of  the  head, 
and  others  wore  a white  Ihell  tied  on  the  fore-head.  On 
their  arms  they  had  bracelets  of  fhell-work,  exactly  re- 
fembling  thofe  which  we  had  obferved  at  Mallicollo,  and 
round  their  middle  they  wore  a narrow  belr,  from  whence 
a long  flip  of  matted-work,  five  inches  broad,  defeended  to 
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the  knees  before  and  behind.  One  of  them  had  a fago- 
leaf  rolled  round  his  head,  forming  a kind  of  airy  cap. 
Their  canoes  were  of  indifferent  workmanfliip  like  thofe  of 
Mallicollo,  and  had  out-riggers.  We  faw  fome  fpears  in 
them,  whith  had  two  6t  three  prongs,  and  were  doubtlcfs 
intended  kS  fifli-gigs ; but,  befldes  thefe,  the  people  had  no 

t 

arms  whatfoever.  They  came  fo  near  as  to  accept  a pre- 
fent  of  medals,  nails,  Taheitce  cloth,  and  red  baize ; and  we 
could  obferve  them  feizing  upon  the  nails  with  peculiar 
eagernefs,  which  feems  to  indicate  that  they  were  not 
wholly  unacquainted  with  them:  Quiros  perhaps  might 
leave  fome  iron-ware  on  this  ifland,  which  has  thus  ac- 
quired a high  value  among  the  natives.  They  fattened  a 
branch  of  the  pepper-plant  to  the  fame  rope  by  which  we 
had  lowered  down  the  nails  to  them  j but  it  appeared,  that 
befides  this  emblem  of  friendship,  they  had  nothing  elfe  to 
give.  We  fpoke  a good  deal  to  them,  and  they  anfwered 
from  time  to  time,  but  neither  party  underftood  the  other. 
However,  I thought  of  repeating  the  numerals  in  the  dialed!: 
of  the  Friendly  Iflands,  and  had  fcarcely  begun  to  count, 
when  they  immediately  interrupted  me,  and  counted  very 
exattly  till  ten.  We  now  pointed  to  the  fhore,  and  en- 
quired for  the  name  of  the  ifland.  They  repeated  the  word 
Fanncoa , which  in  the  dialedt  juft  mentioned  fignifies  land  ; 
and  called  the  level  diftridf,  at  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  T i/la- 
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oitee,  at  the  fame  time  giving  fcveral  names  for  different 
parts  of  the  country  on  the  fides;  but  we  could  not  obtain* 
a general  name  of  the  ifland,  which  we  therefore  didin- 
guifhed  by  that  of  Tierra  del  Efpiritu  Santo,  as  Quiros  had 
done  before.  The  languages  of  Mallicollo  and  Tanna,  of 
which  we  repeated  fome  words  to  thefe  people,  were  either 
unknown  to  them,  or  we  pronounced  them  too  improperly  to* 
be  underftood.  When  they  faw  our  boats  coming  back  from* 
the  fhore,  they  left  us,  it  being  then  near  funfet.  Lieu- 
tenant Pickerfgill,  who  had  the  command  of  our  boats,  re- 
ported that  he  found  no  foundings  before  he  came  within* 
two  or  three  cable’s  lengths  of  the  fhore,  but  that  the  bottom* 
was  good  at  this  diftance.  He  had  found  a fine  river, 
which  was  deep  enough  for  his  boat  at  the  entrance,  and* 
hat!  landed  on  one  of  the  banks,  whilfl  a great  number  of' 
natives  appeared  in  the  bufhes  on  the  oppofite  fide.  He 
made  many  figns  of  friendfhip,  and  called  and  beckoned  to- 
them  to  come  over  the  water  •,  but  none  of  them  venturing 
to  accept  the  invitation,  he  re-embarkcd,  and  returned  to 
the  fhip.  The  boats  were  hoifted  in,  and  a breeze  fpringing 
up,  ailidcd  us  to  go  gradually  out  of  the  bay.  Captain 
Cook  gave  this  bay  the  name  of  St.  Philip  and  St.  lago  ; but 
it  is  (till  fomewhat  doubtful,  whether  it  is  the  fame  which 
Quiros  has  diftinguifhed  by  that  name  ; at  leaft  the  port  of 
Vera  Cruz,  which  according  to  that  Spanifh  navigator,  has 
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room  for  a thoufand  flffps,  is  not  to  be  found  in  it  *.  The 
eadern  point  of  the  entrance  was  named  cape  Quiros,  and 
lies  in  140  ss'  S.  and  167°  14'  E.  The  wedern  point 
extends  fomewhat  more  to  the  northward,  being  in  140  38 
S.  and  1 66°  52'  E.  and  was  named  cape  Cumberland.  We 
were  off  this  point  early  the  next  morning,  and  advanced 
flowly  out  of  the  bay,  along  the  northern  coad  of  the  ifland, 
being  much  detained  by  calms  and  light  airs.  Quiros  had 
great  reafon  to  extol  the  beauty  and  fertility  of  this  coun- 
try ; it  is  indeed  to  appearance,  one  of  the  fined  in  the 
world.  Its  riches  in  vegetable  productions  would  doubt- 
lefs  have  afforded  the  botanid  an  ample  harved  of  new 
plants,  as  next  to  New  Zeeland  it  was  the  larged  land  we 
had  hitherto  feen,  and  had  the  advantage  of  having  never 
been  examined  by  other  naturalidsi  But  the  dudy  of 
nature  was  only  made  the  fecondary  objeCt  in  this  voyage, 
which,  contrary  to  its  original  intent,  was  fo  contrived  in 
the  execution,  as  to  produce  little  more  than  a new  track 
on  the  chart  of  rhe  fouthern  hcmifphere.  We  were  there- 
fore obliged  to  look  upon  thofe  moments,  as  peculiarly 
fortunate,,  when  the  urgent  v/ants  of  the  crew,  and  the 
intered  of  the  fciences,  happened  to  coincide. 

A fhark  was  caught  in  the  afternoon,  and  afforded  us  a* 
frefli  meal.  We  found  a fmall  infeCt,  of  the  monoculus 

* See  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  ufcful  and  judicious  Collodion  of  Voyages,  vol.  I.  p. 
13*,  J42,  and  169. 
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tribe,  upon  its  back,  which  much  rcfembled  the  Tpecies  in 
the  gills  of  falmons.  A fcorpion  was  likewife  difl'odged 
from  a Ihelf,  by  the  accidental  removal  of  a book ; fome  of 
thefe  creatures  having  been  brought  on  board  at  the  Society 
or  Friendly  Iflands  with  clufters  of  bananas,  on  which  they 
fometimes  fit.  Towards  night  we  made  another  acquifi- 
tion ; it  was  a booby,  of  the  fort  which  Linnaeus  calls  fclecanus 
fiber,  which  had  rooftcd  on  the  main-yard.  ;■>  * 

The  day  following  a light  air  likewife  retarded  our  pro- 
grcfs,  fo  that  we  flowly  examined  the  weftern  coaft  of 
Tierra  del  Efpiritu  Santo.  A variety  of  filh  were  obferved 
fwimming  along  fide ; two  albecores  were  caught,  and  a 
fingle  dolphin  was  ftruck  with  the  harpoon,  after  many  un- 
fuccefsful  attempts.  The  land  on  this  fide  was  high,  and 
the  mountains  very  fleep.  Many  fires  were  obferved  at  night, 
probably  in  order  to  clear  the  ground  for  plantations.  Quiros 
having  likewife  feen  fires  on  this  ifland,  conjedtured  as  we 
had  done  at  firft,  that  they  were  feux  de  joyc,  and  illumi- 
nations, on  account  of  the  arrival  of  (hips.  A foutherly 
breeze  fpringing  up,  obliged  us  to  u>ck  off  and  on,  during 
the  30th  and  3 x ft,  when  we  reached  the  S.  W.  point  of  the 
ifland,  which  we  named  Cape  Lilburne,  and  which  is  fitu- 
ated  in  iy°  35'S.  and  167°  E.  We  flood  once  more  into 
the  paffage  between  Tierra  del  Efpiritu  Santo  and  Mallicollo, 
in  order  to  complete  the  circuit  of  the  former.  Here  we 
faw  the  bay  which  M.  de  Bougainville  has  expreffed  in  his 
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map,  Iheltered  by  fome  of  the  Bartholomew  Iflands : it  did  august. 
not  however  appear  to  be  of  fuch  great  extent  as  it  is  there 
reprefented.  About  fix  in  the  evening  we  put  about,  and 
flood  to  the  S. S.  W.  from  the  New  Hebrides,  with  a S.  E. 
trade-wind.  This  group  of  iflands,  which  we  had  now 
curforily  examined  in  the  fpace  of  forty-fix  days,  feems  to 
be  well  worth  the  attention  of  future  navigators,  efpecially 
if  they  fliould  ever  be  fent  out  upon  the  liberal  plan  of 
making  difeoveries  in  all  the  various  branches  of  fcience. 

I will  not  pretend  to  fay  that  they  would  find  great  riches  of 
filver  and  pearls,  which  Quiros  was  forced  to  fpeak  of,  in 
order  to  engage  an  interefted,  avaricious  court,  to  fupport 
his  great  and  fpirited  undertakings.  Thefe  incitements  are 
not  ncceflary  now  a-days,  when  feveral  monarchs  in  Europe 
have  convinced  the  world  that  they  can  inftitute  voyages  of 
difeovery,  with  no  other  view  than  the  increafe  of  human 
knowledge,  and  the  improvement  of  mankind.  The  fums 
which  fome  of  their  prcdcceflors  have  lavilhed  on  parafites, 
have  been  found  fuflicicnt  to  make  an  immenfe  progrefs, 
nay,  to  produce  a new  and  important  revolution  in  the 
ftate  of  the  fciences,  which  have  ever  required  a trifling  ex- 
pence to  triumph  over  the  numbcrlcfs  obflacles  that  igno- 
rance, envy,  or  fuperftition  oppofed  againft  them.  The  na- 
tural produ&ions  of  the  New  Hebrides,  exclufive  of  all  kinds 
of  artificial  riches,  are  therefore  in  my  opinion  confiderablc 
enough  to  engage  the  attention  of  future  voyagers.  Their 
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volcanoes,  their  vegetables,  and  their  inhabitants,  would 
provide  fufiicient  employment  for  a Ferber%  a Solander,  and 
many  of  the  hidorians  of  mankind. 

We  proceeded  at  prefen t to  the  fouthward,  and  prepared 
to  crofs  the  South  Sea  in  its  greateft  breadth  towards  the 
extremity  of  America ; and  though  our  crew  were  much 
weakened  by  living  entirely  upon  fait  meat  in  a hot  climate, 
yet  it  was  intended  hot  to  touch  at  any  place  by  the  way ; 
a project,  which  if  it  had  been  put  in  execution,  would 
doubtlefs  have  proved  fatal  to  fome  of  them,  whofe  bad 
conftitution  would  not  prompt  them  to  fupport  fuch  an  ab- 
flinencc.  Fortunately,  after  Handing  on  the  fame  courfe  for 
three  days,  we  fell  in  with  a large  .land,  which  had  never 
been  vifited  by  any  European  navigator  before,  and  which 
entirely  altered  the  plan  of  our  proceedings  for  the  remain- 
ing part  of  our  flay  in  the  South  Seas. 

* Mr.  Fcrber  is  the  Jirft  and  only  min  of  fcience  who  has  given  us  a truly 
fcicntifical  and  mineralogical  account  of  Vcfuvius,  which  is  worthy  the  atteotioncf 
naturaliils.  See  his  Letters  to  baron  Born,  London,  1776. 
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CHAP.  in. 


Difcovery  of  New  Caledonia.— Account  af  our  flay  there — Range 
along  the  coajl  to  our  departure.— Difcovery  of  Norfolk  IJland^— 
Return  to  New  Zeeland. 


/^\N  the  4th  of  September,  about  feven  in  the  morning,  a 
midlhipman  at  the  maft-head  difeovered  land  to  the 
fouth,  extending  a great  way  to  the  wdlward,  and  likewife 
to  the  fouth-eaftward.  It  appeared  to  be  very  high,  and  its 
diftance  from  us  was  about  eight  leagues,  being  feen 
through  a haze,  which  made  it  appear  farther  off  than  it 
really  was.  We  had  at  this  time  little  wind,  though  fair 
weather,  and  therefore  advanced  flowly  towards  this  new  and 
unexpe&ed  coaft.  M.  de  Bougainville  takes  notice  of  meet- 
ing with  a part  of  the  fca  which  was  entirely  fmooth  *,  and 
where  feveral  pieces  of  wood  and  fruits  floated  pafl  his  fhip. 
This  was  nearly  to  the  N.  W.  of  the  land  which  we  now  dif- 
eovered, and  which,  as  an  able  and  intelligent  navigator,  he 
had  conjectured  to  lie  in  that  direction. 


• Sec  his  Voyage,  Eng.  edition,  p.  303. 
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A calm,  which  happened  after  noon,  entirely  flopped  our 
progrefs  towards  the  land,  to  which  we  were  now  near 
enough  to  difeern  feveral  fmokes,  fuflicient  to  prove  that  it 
was  inhabited.  An  officer  at  the  maft-head  likewife  enter- 
tained us  with  the  hope  of  feeing  another  volcano,  of  which 
lie  faid  he  had  feen  the  fmoke  burfting  out.  He  mufl, 
however,  have  been  deceived  by  appearances,  as  we  never 
afterwards  faw  any  volcanic  production  upon  this  ifiand. 
The  point  which  had  firft  been  feen,  was  named  after  the 
midfhipman,  Cape  Co/nelt,  and  is  fituated  in  ao°  2°'  foutb, 
and  165°  2'  eaft.  The  whole  land,  appearing  to  be  very 
extenfive,  was  honoured  with  the  appellation  of  Neva  Caledor 
via.  We  could  not  wait  the  moment  which  fliould  bring 
us  acquainted  with  the  inhabitants  of  this  land,  but  formed 
feveral  conjectures  relative  to  them.  As  we  had  found  the 
inhabitants  of  the  New  Hebrides  not  only  entirely  diflindl 
from  the  New  Zeclandcrs,  but  alfo  different  amongft  them- 
felvcs,  this  new  country  offered  itfelf  to  our  eyes  very  op- 
portunely in  order  to  account  for  the.  population  of  New 
Zeeland  s but  the  fequel  convinced  us  that  our  ideas  were 
very  premature  on  this  fubjeCt,  and  that  the  hiflory  of  the 
human  fpecies  in  the  South  Seas  cannot  yet  be  unravelled 
with  any  degree  of  precifion. 

Before  it  was  dark,  three  failing  canoes  were  feen  coming 
off  from  the  fhore.  Perhaps  the  natives  had  taken  our 
flxip  to  be  a canoe,  and  upon  this  fuppolition  had  miftaken 
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the  diftance,  for  foon  after  they  put  about  and  returned. 
The  land  to  the  weflward  feemed  to  be  divided  into  fevcral 
itlands,  and  a-heacl  of  the  fliip  wc  obferved  fome  breakers, 
which  gave  us  reafon  to  conclude  that  a reef  of  coral  fur- 
rounded  the  land  at  a confiderable  diftance  from  it. 

Early  the  next  morning,  having  a fine  breeze,  we  flood 
towards  the  fliore,  and  foon  difeovered  the  reef,  which  ran 
parallel  to  the  coaft,  at  the  diflance  of  three  leagues.  With- 
in it  we  law  fevcral  canoes,  each  provided  with  two  large 
fails,  one  behind  the  other,  and  fome  natives  on  board  of 
them  employed  in  filhing,  A few  other  canoes  put  off 
from  the  fliore  fome  time  after,  and,  palling  the  reef,  came 
towards  the  Ihip.  We  called  to  them  as  foon  as  we  could 
be  heard,  but  they  only  looked  at  us,  and  foon  returned  the 
way  they  came,  making  however  no  unfriendly  geflures. 
Having  obferved  an  entrance  into  the  reef  we  hoifted  two 
boats  out,  which  we  fent  to  found.  In  a little  time  they 
made  the  fignal  of  having  found  a convenient  and  fafe  paff- 
age  into  the  fmooth  water  within  the  reef,  and  we  could 
obferve  them  converfing  upon  very  amicable  terms  with 
a canoe  full  of  the  natives.  Our  fliip  flood  into  this  fmooth 
bafon  through  a gap  in  the  reef,  which  was  about  a mile 
in  breadth.  The  natives  laid  fome  of  their  canoes  on  both 
fides  of  the  paffage,  in  a place  where  it  was  narrow,  and 
beckoned  to  us  to  keep  in  the  middle  between,  which  gave 
vis  a very  high  opinion  of  their  friendly  and  open  difpofi- 
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tion.  Our  boats  flill  continued  to  proceed  a-head  of  usr 
founding  from  time  to  time,  and  making  fignals  of  the 
depth  of  water.  The  face  of  the  country  looked  rather 
barren  as  we  approached,  and  was  covered  with  a drjr 
whitifh  grafs.  Trees  were  very  fparingly  fcattered  on  the 
mountains,  and  feemed  all  to  have  white  flems,  and  to  re- 
femblc  willows ; nor  was  any  kind  of  lhrubberie6  or  un- 
derwood to  be  feen.  Coming  nearer,  wc  difeovered  a fmall 
border  of  flat  land  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  covered  with 
green  and  tufted  trees  and  bulhes,  araongft  which  we  faw 
now  and  then  a coco-nut  palm  and  a banana-tree.  Some 
boufes  likewife  appeared,  which  had  the  fliape  of  conical 
or  round  bee-hives,  with  a hole  for  the  entrance,  and  ex- 
actly refembled  the  houfes  which  are  reprefented  in  Le 
Maire’s  and  Schouten’s  voyage,  and  which  they  law  oa 
Cocos  and  Hoome  Ifland  *. 

Lieutenant  Pickerfgill,  who  had  been  out  in  the  boat,  now 
returned  on  board,  and  told  us  that  the  people  in  the  ca- 
noes had  been  extremely  friendly  towards  him,  and  fhewed 
him  one  of  their  number  whom  they  named  Tea-booma , and 
Ailed  their  areekee , or  king.  He  gave  him  fome  medals  and 
other  trifles,  and  likewife  prefented  the  oilier  people  in  the 
canoe  with  the  fame ; but  they  all  delivered  what  they  re- 
ceived immediately  into  the  hands  of  Tea-booma.  Mr. 
Pickerfgill  brought  on  board  four  or  five  fifli,  of  which) 

* Sec  the  plates  in  Mr.  Dalrymplc’s  Collection  of  Voyages*  vol.  II. 
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thefe  good  people  had  made  him  a prefent  j but  unfortun-  str-iluin. 
ately  they  were  already  putrid  and  unfit  to  be  eaten. 

We  faw  a (mail  iflet  in  the  harbour,  furrounded  by  reefs 
and  fhoals,  near  which  we  let  go  our  anchor  in  a good  bot- 
tom. This  was  no  fooner  done  than  we  were  furrounded 
by  about  twenty  canoes,  each  of  which  was  provided  with 
fails,  and  confided  of  two  hulls,  connected  by  a platform 
of  boards,  on  which  lay  a heap  of  foil  and  afhes,  where 
the  natives  kept  a conflant  fire.  Many  of  thefe  people  im- 
mediately came  on  board,  placing  perfect  confidence  in  u9, 
and  one  of  them  exchanged  a yam  for  a fmall  bit  of  red 
cloth.  We  fat  down  to  dinner,  and  a number  of  the  na- 
tives were  our  fpedlators.  They  ate  very  heartily  of  the 
yams  which  we  had  obtained  at  Tanna,  but  refufed  to  touch 
our  fait  pork,  or  to  drink  a drop  of  wine.  Unfortunately, 
yams  were  fuch  a rarity  upon  our  table,  that  we  could  not 
conveniently  pan  with  them.  They  admired  every  thing 
that  had  a red  colour,  particularly  red  cloth  or  baize,  but 
did  not  choofe  to  give  us  any  thing  in  exchange.  Their 
language,  if  we  except  the  word  areekee  and  one  or  two 
more,  had  no  affinity  with  any  one  of  the  various  languages 
which  we  had  heard  in  the  South  Sea  before.  This  was  the 
more  furprifing  to-  us,  as  we  had  found  one  language,  or 
at  lead  dialers  of  it,  in  all  the  eaflerly  iflands  of  the  South 
Sea,  as  well  as  at  New  Zeeland.  The  people  were  likewife 
different  from  any  we  had  feen.  They  were  very  flout,  tall, 
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and  in  general  well  proportioned  ; their  features  mild,  their 
beards  and  hair  black  and  ftrongly  frizzled,  fo  as  to  be  ai- 
med woolly  in  fome  individuals,  and  their  general  colour 
fwarthy  or  a dark  chefnut  brown,  nearly  the  fame  with  that 
of  the  people  of  Tanna. 

After  dinner  we  proceeded  to  a flat  point  on  the  ftrorc, 
where  we  faw  a great  croud  of  the  natives  aflembled.  Two 
boats  filled  with  people  went  on  this  expedition,  and  among 
them  were  twelve  marines,  well  armed.  We  landed  with- 
out the  lead  oppofuion  among  the  natives,  fome  of  whom 
were  armed,  but  others  entirely  defencclefs.  Our  marines 
drew  up  in  a line,  whilft  we  went  up  and  down  before  them, 
and  defired  the  natives  to  give  us  fome  room,  to  which 
they  readily  confented.  A handfome  young  man,  who,  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Pickerfgill,  was  the  chief  Tea-booma,  held 
a fpecch  almoft  as  foon  as  we  had  flopped  afliore.  Previous 
to  this,  another  of  the  natives  pronounced  fome  words  very 
loud,  upon  which  a general  filence  immediately  enfued. 
The  fpeech  was  very  moderate,  though  ferious,  and  from 
time  to  time  delivered  in  a loud  tone.  Sometimes  the  ora- 
tor feemed  to  propofe  feveral  queflions,  which  were  always 
anfwcred  by  fome  old  men  in  the  croud,  and  the  whole 
laded  two  or  three  minutes.  A little  while  after  another 
chief  arrived,  who  likewife  held  a fpeech  of  the  fame  na- 
ture to  us ; after  which  we  mixed  freely  in  the  croud,  and 
had  an  opportunity  of  examining  their  arms  and  ornaments. 

Our 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD, 


383 


Our  principal  enquiry,  which  wc  cxprcffed  by  figns,  was  s intuttu. 
whether  they  had  any  fre(h  water,  upon  which  feme  point- 
ed to  the  weft,  but  the  greateft  number  to  the  caftward. 

Their  perfons  were  tall  and  wholly  of  that  character  which 
I obferved  in  thofe  who  came  on  board  at  firft.  Many  of 
them,  however,  had  prodigious  thick  legs  and  arms,  which 
feemed  to  be  affected  by  a kind  of  leprofy.  They  all  went 
naked,  only  tying  a firing  round  the  middle,  and  another 
round  the  neck.  A little  piece  of  brown  cloth,  made  of 
the  bark  of  a fig-tree,  which  is  fometimes  tucked  up  to  the 
belt,  and  fometimes  pendulous,  fcarcely  deferves  the  name 
•of  a covering;  it  feems  indeed  not  to  be  intended  for  a 
veil,  any  more  than  the  contrivance  of  the  Mallicollcfe,  and 
in  the  eyes  of  Europeans  would  rather  be  reckoned  obfeene 
than  decent.  Every  inhabitant  of  this  ifland,  therefore,  like 
the  natives  of  Tanna  and  Mallicollo,  was  an  ambulant  figure 
of  the  Roman  Garden-God.  The  ideas  of  modefty  arc  dif- 
ferent in  every  country,  and  change  in  different  periods  of, 
time.  Where  all  men  go  naked,  for  inftance  on  New  Hol- 
land*, cuftom  familiarizes  them  to  each  other’s  eyes,  as. 
much  as  if  they  went  wholly  muffled  up  in  garments.  The 
fafhionable  dreffes  and  fuits  of  armour  which  were  worn  in, 
the  fifteenth  and  fixteenth  century  at  every  European  court, . 
would  at  prefent  be  looked  upon  as  the  moil  indecent  that 

The  natives  of  New  Holland,  of  both  fexes,  go  entirely  naked,  and  have, 
not  the  lead  covering  from  motives  of  (hame.  Sec  Hawkcfworth,  vol.  III. 
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can  poflibly  be  contrived ; and  yet  who  will  dare  to  aflert 
that  there  was  left  modefty  in  the  world  at  that  age  than  in 
this,  or  defame  the  virtuous  cha  rafters  of  the  invincible 
knights  of  that  time,  fo  famous  for  chaftity,  honour,  and 
gallantry, — becaufe  they  wore  breeches  made  after  the 
fafhions  of  the  times  f ? 

The  fame  piece  of  cloth,  which  the  natives  of  New  Ca- 
ledonia have  made  fo  confpicuous,  is  fometimes  of  fuch  a 
length,  that  the  extremity  is  fattened  to  the  firing  round 
the  neck.  To  this  firing  they  alfo  hang  fmall  round  beads, 
of  a pale  green  nephritic  ftone,  which  is  of  the  fame  fpe- 
cies  with  that  of  Tanna,  and  nearly  related  to  that  of  New 
Zeeland.  On  their  heads  many  among  them  wear  black 
cylindrical  caps,  made  of  a very  coarfe  matted  work,  and 
entirely  open  at  both  ends,  being  only  a kind  of  ftiff  cloth, 
formed  by  a longitudinal  feam  into  a cylinder,  which  has 
fome  refcmblancc  to  the  cap  of  an  huflar.  The  chiefs  had 
ornamented  theirs  with  many  fmall  red  plumes,  and  at  the 
top  with  long  black  cock’s  feathers.  In  their  cars,  of  which 
the  extremity  is  ttretched  to  a great  length,  and  the  whole 
cartilage  cut  out,  as  at  Eafter  Ifland,  they  hang  great  num- 
bers of  tortoife-fhcll  rings,  as  is  cuftomary  at  Tanna,  and 
fometimes  place  a fcroll,  made  of  a fugar-cane  leaf,  in  the 

+ Tn  the  aiTenals  at  the  Tower  of  London  may  be  feen  many  complete  foits  of 
armour,  which  will  better  explain  my  meaning. 
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hole.  Their  arms  were  clubs,  fpears  and  flings;  The  for-  smtVZmk 
mer  were  of  different  (hapes  and  woods,  but  in  general 
rather  fliort,  feldom  exceeding  three  feet  in  length,  and  rc- 
fembling  that  fort  of  the  clubs  of  Tanna,  which  is  made  of 
the  cafuarina.  Their  ends  are  cut  out  in  flats  and  various 
knobs,  and  fomc  are  formed  almofl  like  a feythe  or  pick- 
axe, with  a very  fliort  handle.  Their  fpears  are  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet  long,  and  black,  or  blackened  over ; and  the 
bell  of  them,  fomewhat  before  the  middle,  have  a promi- 
nence, which  is  carved  fo  as  to  bear  a rude  refemblance  to 
a human  face.  They  throw  them  by  the  afllftance  of  fuch 
fliort  cords,  knobbed  at  one  end  and  looped  at  the  other,  as 
are  ufual  at  Tanna,  and  which  feamen  call  beckets.  Thofe 
of  New  Caledonia  were  of  fuperior  workmanlhip,  and  con- 
tained a quantity  of  red  wool,  which  we  fliould  have  taken 
for  the  covering  of  a new  fort  of  animal,  if  we  had  not 
formerly  feen  the  vampyre,  or  great  Indian  bat,  from 
whence  it  was  taken.  Their  laft  weapons  were  flings,  for 
bows  and  arrows  were  wholly  unknown  to  them.  Thefe 
flings  confifted  of  a (lender  round  cord,  no  thicker  than  a 
packthread,  which  had  a taffel  at  one  end,  and  a loop  at 
the  other  end  and  in  the  middle.  The  flones  which  they 
ufed  were  oblong,  and  pointed  at  each  end,  being  made  of 
a foft  and  uniluous  foap-rock  (fmeclites ),  which  could  cafily 
be  rubbed  into  that  (hape.  Thefe  exa&ly  fitted  the  loop  in 
the  middle  of  the  fling,  and  were  kept  in  a wallet  or  pocket 
Vol.  II.  D d d of 
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of  coarfe  cloth,  ftrongly  woven,  of  a kind  of  grafs,  which 
was  tied  on  about  the  middle.  Their  (hape  gives  them  a 
ftriking  rcfemblance  to  the  glandss  phimbea  of  the  Romans  * 
Captain  Cook  being  defirous  to  find  a watering-place, 
loon  returned  to  the  boats,  and  proceeded  along  fliore  to  the 
eaftward,  where  he  faw  the  whole  coaft  lined  with  man- 
groves, -growing  in  (hallow  water,  and  in  fwampy  or 
marlhy  ground.  The  natives  on  the  beach,  feeing  U9  put 
off,  difperfed  immediately,  and  went  to  their  feveral  homes. 
Two  of  them  were  feen  walking  with  great  difficulty  along 
the  mangroves ; for  which  reafon  we  rowed  towards  them, 
and  took  them  into  the  boat.  After  we  had  proceeded  near 
two  miles,  thefc  two  men  pointed  out  an  entrance  between, 
the  mangroves,  which  looked  like  a river.  A9  it  was 
deep  enough  for  our  boats,  we  went  in,  and  foon  perceived, 
that,  after  feveral  turns  and  windings,  it  led  to  a few  ha- 
bitations. In  our  way  we  faw  fome  of  the  natives  (land- 
ing on  the  (hore,  and  a flock  of  wild  ducks  pafling  over 
our  heads  at  the  fame  time.  I killed  one  of  them,  which 
one  of  our  friends  in  the  boat  was  fo  defirou6  of  pofleffing, 
that  we  readily  made  him  a prefent  of  it.  He,  as  well  as 
thofc  on  fhore,  exprefled  fome  admiration  on  obferving  the 
efleft  of  our  fire-arms,  but  did  not  betray  the  fmalleft 
fymptom  of  fear.  Before  we  reached  their  houfes,  we  re- 

* See  Count  Ceylus'i  Antiquit.  RI.  327.  Tab.  XQH.  fig.  3. 
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pcated  the  experiment,  much  to  their  fat isf action,  and  were 
very  well  pleafed  to  give  them  an  idea  of  our  power,  by 
fuch  innocent  means.  At  laft,  the  river  being  not  above 
twelve  yards  wide,  wc  landed  on  its  banks,  which  were 
raifed  about  two  feet  above  the  water,  it  being  near  the 
flood  tide.  Here  we  found  a few  fmall  families,  with 
their  wives  and  children,  who  all  came  familiarly  about 
us,  without  the  leaft  marks  of  dillruft  or  ill-will.  The  wo- 
men were  in  general  of  a dark  chefnut,  or  fometimes  ma- 
hogany brown  colour ; their  flature  was  middle-fized,  fome 
being  rather  tall,  and  their  whole  form  very  flout,  and 
fomewhat  clumfy.  Their  drefs  was  the  moll  disfiguring 
that  can  be  imagined,  and  gave  them  a thick  fquat  fliape. 
It  was  a flxort  petticoat  or  fringe,  confiding  of  filaments  or 
little  cords  about  eight  inches  long,  which  were  fattened 
to  a very  long  firing,  which  they  had  tied  feveral  times 
round  the  waifi.  The  filaments  or  little  ropes  therefore 
lay  above  each  other  in  feveral  layers,  forming  a kind  of 
thick  thatch  all  round  the  body,  which  did  not  cover  above 
a third  part  of  the  thigh.  Thefe  filaments  were  fome- 
times dyed  black  5 but  frequently  thofe  on  the  outfide  only 

* 

were  of  that  colour,  whilft  the  reft  had  a dirty  ftraw-colour- 
Thcy  wore  fliells,  ear-rings,  and  bits  of  nephritic  ftones, 
like  the  men  ; and  fome  had  three  black  lines  longitudi- 
nally from  the  under-lip  to  the  chin,  which  had  been 
pundured  by  the  fame  methods  pradifed  at  the  friendly 
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firTtMiit.  and  Society  Iflands.  '‘Their  features  were  coarfe,  but  er- 
prcfled  great  good-nature.  The  forehead  in  general  was 
high,  the  nofe  broad  and  flat  at  the  root,  and  the  eyes  ra- 
ther fmall.  Their  cheek-bones  were  very  prominent,  and 
the  checks  commonly  plump.  Their  hair  was  frizzled, 
and  often  cut  fliort,  as  among  the  natives  of  the  Society 
and  Friendly  Iflands.  The  huts,  which  flood  about  ten 
yards  from  the  banks  of  the  river,  on  a little  rifing,  were 
of  a conical  fttapc,  about  ten  feet  high,  but  not  pointed  at 
the  top.  Their  innermoft  fkclcton  confided  of  feveral  pole3 
placed  nearly  upright,  and  connected  together  by  twilled 
flicks  like  hurdles.  Over  thefe  we  found  a covering  of 
matts  from  top  to  bottom,  and  upon  that  a thick  and  well- 
contrived  thatch  of  ftraw.  What  little  light  there  is  in 
thefe  houfcs,  comes  in  through  the  entrance,  which  is  a 
hole  about  four  feet  high  ; fo  that  the  inhabitants  mull 
ftoop  to  go  in  or  out.  We  found  them  full  of  fmoke,  and 
favv  a heap  of  alhes  in  the  entrance ; and  concluded  that 
they  were  obliged  to  light  fires,  in  order  to  drive  away  the 
mofquitoes,  which  mull  infell  the  fwamps  in  the  neighbour- 
hood ; though  this  day  being  rather  cool,  we  faw  but  few. 
The  huts  were  furrounded  by  a fmall  number  of  coco- 
palms,  deftitute  of  fruit,  fome  fugar-canes,  bananas,  and 
eddoes,  which  the  natives  had  fupplied  with  water  by 
feveral  little  trenches.  Some  of  the  eddoes  were  actually 
fet  under  water,  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  cuflomary 
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throughout  the  South  Sea  Iflands.  The  whole  plantation, 
however,  had  a very  fcanty  appearance,  and  feemed  to  be 
infufficient  to  afford  nourifhment  to  the  inhabitants 
throughout  the  year.  We  entirely  miffed  that  variety  of 
fruits,  which  we  had  hitherto  met  with  in  the  tropical 
iflands,  and  naturally  recollected  the  poverty  of  the  in- 
habitants of  Eafter  Ifland,  above  whom  it  appeared,  that 
the  people  before  ns  enjoyed  but  few  advantages.  A native 
named  Heebai,  feemed  to  be  the  principal  man  among  the 
few  families  which  were  here  affemblcd  ; we  made  him 
fome  prefents,  and  walked  about  on  the  banks  of  the  river 
towards  the  mangroves,  meeting  with  a new  plant  by  the 
way.  Towards  the  hills,  of  which  the  firft  riftngs  were 
at  the  diftance  of  about  two  miles,  the  country  looked  ex- 
tremely dreary  ; here  and  there  indeed,  we  faw  a few  trees, 
and  fmall  cultivated  fpots,  but  they  appeared  to  be  loft  on 
the  great  extent  of  barren  and  unprofitable  country,  which 
refembled  our  moors  more  than  any  thing  elfe.  Upon  a 
large  heap  of  embers  and  afhes  before  the  huts,  lay  a round 
earthen  pot,  which  could  hold  four  or  five  gallons.  It  was 
very  clumfily  fhaped,  had  a large  belly,  and  confided  of  a 
reddifh  fubftance,  which  was  totally  covered  with  foot  botlv 
without  and  within.  After  a fhort  flay  with  the  good 
people  of  this  fpot,  whofc  proviftons  were  doubtlefs  fo 
fcanty,  that  they  could  not  fpare  any  for  us,  we  reimbarked 
in  our  boats.  The  natives  came  along  fide  early  the  next 
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«ErTSMiEi.  niorning  in  their  canoes.  They  had  fires  upon  every  canoe 
having  laid  fome  flones  and  alhes  on  the  platform,  to  pre 
vent  any  accident.  There  were  fome  women  in  the  boats, 
who  did  not  come  into  the  (hip,  but  many  of  the  men  came 
in  without  invitation,  and  began  to  fell  their  arms  for 
pieces  of  Taheitce  cloth. 

The  boats  were  fent  afhorc  again  in  fearch  of  a nearer 
watering-place.  We  landed  at  the  fame  point,  where  we 
had  made  our  firft  landing  the  day  before.  Here  we  met 
with  a few  inhabitants,  who  on  our  making  enquiry  for  frefh- 
water,  pointed  to  the  weftward  where  we  had  not  yet  been. 
We  walked  along  the  beach,  which  was  here  fandy,  and 
bounded  by  a fine  wild  flirubbery:  we  foon  came  to  a hut, 
from  whence  a number  of  plantations  extended  to  the  back  of 
the  beach  and  wild  wood.  Werambled  into  the  country,  and 
came  to  a canal  that  watered  this  plantation,  but  of  which  the 
water  was  very  brackifh.  From  hence  however,  we  ran  imme- 
diately to  aneminencc  near  us,  where  the  nature  of  the  coun- 
try appeared  evidently  changed.  The  plain  was  covered  with 
a thin  llratum  of  vegetable  foil,  which  being  very  poor  was 
manured  in  the  plantations  with  broken  fhells  and  corals. 
The  eminence  on  the  contrary  was  a rocky  ground,  con- 
fining of  large  pieces  of  quartz  and  glimmer  (mica*).  Here 

• This  kind  of  rock  is  called  gtjhll-f.tin  by  the  German  mineralogies.  See 
Mr.  Fcrbcr's  Letters  to  Baron  Born,  Englifli  edition,  8vo,  1776,  p.  327.  This 
name  is  particularly  applied  to  that  kind  of  rock,  where  the  mica  or  glimmer  lies 
in  frequent  and  horizontal  ft  rata. 
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grew  a quantity  of  dry  grafles,  about  two  or  three  feet  high, 
very  thin  in  moil  places  ; and  at  the  diilance  of  fifteen  or 
twenty  yards  afunder,  we  faw  large  trees  black  at  the  root, 
but  with  a bark  perfe&ly  white  and  loofe,  and  having 
narrow  long  leaves  like  our  willow*.  They  were  of  the 
fort  which  Linne  calls  mtlaleuca  leucadendro,  and  Rumphius 
arbor  alba,  who  fays  that  the  natives  of  the  Moluccas  make 
the  oil  of  cayputi,  from  the  leaves,  which  arc  indeed  extremely 
fragrant  and  aromatic  f.  Not  the  lcaft  flirub  was  to  be 
feen  on  this  eminence,  and  the  trees  did  not  intercept  the 
diftant  profped.  We  difeerned  from  hence  a line  of  tufted 
trees  and  fhrubberies,  which  extended  from  the  fca-fidc 
towards  the  mountains,  and  immediately  concluded  that 
they  flood  on  the  banks  of  a rivulet.  We  walked  pail  a 
few  other  plantations,  and  foon  found  the  rivulet  we 
fought,  which  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  fea,  was 
unmixed  with  falt-water,  fo  that  we  could  fill  our  calks' 
without  much  trouble.  Here  we  faw  the  chief  Teabooma, 
and  gave  him  feveral  medals  and  other  trifles,  for  which 
he  made  us  a prefent  of  a fling,  and  fome  clubs.  The 
banks  of  the  river  were  lined  with  mangroves,  beyond 
which  a few  other  forts  of  plants  and  trees  occupied  x 
fpace  of  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  which  had  a layer  of  veget- 
able mould,  charged  with  nutritive  moifture,  and  covered 
with  a green  bed  of  grafles,  where  the  eye  gladly  repofed- 
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iiPTtmit,  itfelf  after  viewing  a parched  profpeft.  The  border  of 
flirubberics  and  wild  trees  which  lined  the  fea  fliore,  was 
the  mod  advantageous  to  us  as  naturalifts ; here  we  met 
with  fome  unknown  plants,  and  faw  a great  variety  of 
birds  of  different  claffes,  which  were  for  the  greateft  part 
entirely  new.  But  the  character  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
their  friendly,  inoffenfive  behaviour  towards  us,  gave  us 
greater  pleafure  than  all  the  reft.  We  found  their  numbers 
very  inconfiderable,  and  their  habitations  very  thinly  fcat- 
tered.  They  commonly  had  built  two  or  three  houfes  near 
each  other,  under  a group  of  very  lofty  fig-trees,  of  which 
the  branches  were  fo  clofely  entwined,  that  the  Iky  was 
fcarccly  vifible  through  the  foliage,  and  the  huts  were  in- 
volved in  a perpetual  cool  fliadc.  They  had  another  ad- 
vantage befides,  from  this  pleafant  fituation ; for  numbers 
of  birds  continually  twittered  in  tire  tufted  tops  of  the  tree, 
and  hid  themfclvcs  from  the  fcorching  beams  of  the  fun. 
The  wild  note  of  fome  fpccics  of  creepers  was  very  agree- 
able, and  conveyed  a fenfible  pleafure  to  every  one  who 
delighted  in  this  kind  of  artlefs  harmony.  The  inhabi- 
tants thcmfelves  were  commonly  fcated  at  the  foot  of  thefe 
trees,  which  had  this  remarkable  quality,  that  they  (hot 
long  roots  from  the  upper  part  of  the  flem,  perfectly  round, 
as  if  they  had  been  made  by  a turner,  into  the  ground, 
ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  feet  from  the  tree,  and  formed  a 
moll  exatfl  ftrait  line,  being  extremely  claftic,  and  as  tenfe 
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as  a bow-ftring  prepared  for  action.  The  bark  of  thefc 
trees  feems  to  be  the  fubftance  of  which  they  make  thofc 
little  bits  of  cloth,  fo  remarkable  in  their  drefs.  They  com- 
municated a number  of  words  of  their  language  to  us, 
which  had  no  affinity  with  thofc  wc  had  learnt  before  in 
other  iflands ; a circumftance  fufficicnt  to  difeourage  the 
greateft  and  molt  indefatigable  genealogilt.  Their  temper 
feemed  to  be  as  indolent,  as  it  was  good-natured  and  harm- 
lefs.  It  was  very  rare  indeed,  that  any  one  of  them  chofe 
to  follow  us  on  our  rambles ; if  we  palled  by  their  huts, 
and  talked  to  them,  they  anfwered  us,  but  if  we  went 
on  without  addreffing  them,  they  took  no  farther  notice  of 
us.  The  women  were  rather  more  curious,  and  fometimes 
ftrayed  in  the  bulhes  to  obferve  us,  but  would  not  venture 
to  come  near,  except  in  the  prefence  of  the  men. 

We  fhot  a number  of  birds,  without  giving  the  leall 
offence  by  this  amufement  to  any  of  the  natives ; on  the 
contrary,  when  we  came  near  their  houfes,  the  young  men 
readily  pointed  them  out  to  us.  It  appeared  that  they  had 
very  little  occupation  at  this  time  of  the  year,  having  now 
prepared  the  ground,  and  planted  roots  and  bananas,  of 
which  they  expefted  a new  crop  the  enfuing  fummer. 
Perhaps  from  the  fame  reafon,  they  were  at  prefent  more 
unable  than  at  any  other  time,  to  part  with  their  provifions 
to  us,  though  their  infufpicious,  open  difpolition,  gave  us 
the  greateft  room  to  believe  that  they  were  not  ftrangers  to 
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SErTwiii  principles  of  hofpitality,  which  render  all  the  natives  of 
the  South  Sea  fo  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  their  vifitors. 

. We  walked  about  till  noon,  when  the  boats  returned  on 

board  with  a load  of  water,  having  only  left  a fmall  party 
with  the  calks  ; a precaution,  which  the  honefty  of  the  na- 
tives perhaps  did  not  render  neceflary.  Mr.  Wales,  our 
ailronomer,  had  in  the  meanwhile  Used  forae  inrtrumems 
on  the  little  Tandy  illet,  in  order  to  obfervc  an  eclipfc  of  the 
fun,  which  happened  this  day.  The  captain  joined  him 
there,  and  from  this,  as  well  as  fubfequent  obfervations, 
they  deduced  the  htuation  of  this  little  iiland  to  be  in  2 o 0 
15'S.  and  164°  40'  E. 

In  the  evening  we  went  on  flaore  with  captain  Cook  tp 
the  watering-place.  The  cayputi-trees  (meltlewcj,  of  which 
wc  found  feveral  in  flower,  had  a loofc  bark,  which  in 
many  places  burft  off  from  the  wood,  and  concealed  within 
it  beetles,  ants,  fpiders,  lizards,  and  fcorpions.  We  thought 
vve  obferved  quails  among  the  tall  dry  grades  this  day,  but 
could  not  be  certain}  we  walked  about  till  funfet, on  the  hil- 
locks neareft  to  our  watering-place,  where  we  faw  but  very 
few  natives,  who  fold  fome  of  their  arms  to  us.  We  en- 
deavoured to  reprefent  to  them  that  we  flood  in  need  of  pro- 
vilions,  but  they  lent  a deaf  ear  to  every  hint  of  that  kind. 
Cnee  it  was  plain  they  had  barely  enough  for  their  own 
fubflftcnce.  The  foil  of  New  Caledonia  is  indeed  very  unfit 
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for  agriculture,  and  poorly  rewards  the  labours  which  the  SlrT'^,u 
natives  bellow  upon  it. 

Early  in  the  morning,  before  any  natives  come  on  board, 
we  fent  a boat  to  the  oiling  with  the  body  of  one  of  our 
feamen,  who  had  a&ed  as  butcher  on  board  the  fliip,  but 
died  the  day  before,  of  % hurt  which  he  had  received  on  the 
£th  of  September  by  a fall.  He  was  a laborious  man,  in- 
defatigable in  his  employment,  though  he  feemed  to  be  near 
fixty  years  old.  This  was  the  third  man  whom  we  loft  on 
this  voyage,  one  having  been  drowned,  and  another  dying 
of  a dropfy. 

We  fet  out  with  the  captain,  the  mafter,  two  midfbip- 
men,  and  three  failors,  after  breakfaft,  and  afcended  the 
hills  from  whence  the  rivulet  fprung,  at  which  we  watered. 

We  found  a convenient  path  all  the  way,  though  the  moun- 
tain was  very  fteep  in  fomc  places.  The  rock  was  every 
where  of  the  fame  nature ; it  was  always  a mixture  of  a 
kind  of  glimmer  and  quartz,  more  or  lefs  tinged  with  an 
ochreous  or  reddilh  colour,  which  owed  its  origin  to  par- 
ticles of  iron.  We  found  the  cayputi  trees  all  the  way  up  j 
but  as  we  came  higher,  we  met  with  various  forts  of  Ihrubs, 
though  thinly  fcattered,  which  offered  new  fpecies  of  flow- 
ers to  our  eyes.  The  higher  we  came,  the  more  the  trees 
dwindled  into  fhrubs,  except  in  a few  deep  glens,  where  we 
obferved  fomc  fmall  rills  gufhing  down,  which  fertilized 
the  ground  fo  much,  that  a variety  of  plants  fhot  up  in 
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them  with  luxuriance.  We  had  not  afcended  an  hour, 
when  we  met  a body  of  near  two  hundred  men  of  the  na- 
tives defeending,  moll  of  them  well  armed,  who  feemed  to 
have  come  on  purpofe  to  fee  the  ft  rangers.  The  greater 
part  turned  back  with  us,  feeing  us  advance  towards  the 
fummit  of  the  hill.  Being  near  the  fummit,  we  flopped  to 
look  at  fomc  flakes  placed  here  and  there  in  the  ground, 
with  dry  branches  of  trees  and  dry  graffes  laid  acrofs  them. 
The  natives  told  us  they  buried  their  dead  on  this  hill,  and 
that  the  flakes  indicated  the  places  where  every  one  was  in- 
terred. In  the  meanwhile,  captain  Cook,  with  the  matter, 
had  reached  the  fummit  of  the  hill,  from  whence  he  beheld 
the  fca  on  the  fouth  fide,  at  no  greater  diflance  from  the 
mountains  than  that  to  the  north.  A plain  appeared  on 
that  fide  watered  by  various  rivulets,  and  fomc  plantations 
could  be  difeerned;  but  upon  the  whole,  no  material  difference 
was  obferved  between  the  two  fides  of  the  ridge.  The  na- 
tives feeing  us  very  dry,  and  tired  by  the  immenfe  heat  of 
the  day,  brought  us  fome  fugar-canesj  though  I cannot 
conceive  where  they  found  them  fo  foon,  as  we  could  not 
fee,  or  indeed  fuppofe,  any  growing  in  tlie  neighbourhood. 
The  tops  of  the  hills  were  almofl  entirely  barren,  but  flill 
confifled  of  the  fame  kind  of  flone,  which  feems  to  indicate, 
that  New  Caledonia  contains  fome  valuable  minerals. 
Their  height,  from  the  time  which  the  afeent  took  up,  and 
all  other  circumflances  confidered,  appears  not  to  be  very 
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confiderable,  and  mud  be  inferior  to  the  height  of  the  Table*  SirJJX«*. 
mountain  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  which,  according  to 
abbe  la  Caille*,  is  faid  to  be  33^0  llhinland  feet  high. 

We  defeended  by  a different  path,  which  was  more  deep  and 
rugged  than  the  fird,  but  likewife  brought  us  down  on 
the  plain  in  a much  (horter  time.  We  found  a number  of 
plantations  on  that  part  of  the  plain  where  wrc  came  down, 
which  was  a confidcrablc  way  to  the  wedward  of  our  water- 
ing-place. A few  habitations  of  the  natives  were  fituated  in 
the  midd  of  thefe  cultivated  fpots,  without  being  fheltcred 
againd  the  fun.  Their  inhabitants  came  out,  and  offered  us 
fome  cups  full  of  frefh  water,  which  the  heat  rendered  very 
acceptable.  This  friendly  adlion  is  fully  fufficient  to  prove 
that  the  people  have  a kind  and  hofpitable  difpofition,  which 
nothing  but  their  indigence,  and  their  ungrateful  foil,  pre- 
vented them  from  manifeding  in  a more  driking  manner. 

In  our  poliflied  regions  we  fometimes  fee  real  gencrofity 
fhine  through  the  cracks  of  a ruinous  cottage,  while  it 
faintly  glimmers  in  fumptuous  palaces. 

Having  rejoined  our  watering  party,  we  returned  on 
board,  where  we  found  a number  of  natives,  who  vifited 
every  part  of  the  fhip,  and  difpofed  of  their  clubs,  fpears, 
and  ornaments.  One  among  them  was  prodigioudy  tall, 
and  feemed  at  lead  fir  feet  five  inches  high,  and  the  black 
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cylindrical  cap  which  he  wore,  made  him  appear  at  lead 
eight  inches  higher.  Many  of  thefe  caps  were  ornamented 
with  the  feathers  of  the  Ceylonefe  owl,  which  is  alfo  to  be 
met  with  here  and  in  the  woods  of  Tanna ; and  it  was 
almoit  a general  cuftom  to  tie  the  fling  round  them,  letting 
the  taflel  hang  down  on  the  fhouldcr.  Fern  leaves  were 
lilcewife  no  uncommon  ornament  about  thefe  caps,  which 
the  natives  fold  us  for  Tahcitee  cloth,  though  they  fet  a 
great  value  upon  them.  The  number  of  ear-rings,  which 
many  of  them  wore,  was  remarkable ; we  obferved  one  who 
had  no  lefs  than  eighteen,  made  of  tortoife-fhell,  an  inch  in 
diameter,  and  a quarter  of  an  inch  in  breadth.  They 
brought  a mufical  inftrument,  a kind  of  whittle,  for  fale 
this  day.  It  was  a little  poliihed  piece  of  brown  wood, 
about  two  inches  long,  fhaped  like  a bell,  though  apparently 
folid,  with  a rope  fixed  at  the  fmall  end.  Two  holes  were 
made  in  it  near  the  bafe,  and  another  near  the  infertion  of 
the  rope,  all  which  had  fome  communication  with  each 
other,  and  by  blowing  in  the  uppermoft,  a flirill  found,  like 
whittling,  was  formed  at  the  other.  Befidcs  this,  we  never 
obferved  any  inftrument  among  them  which  had  the  lead 
relation  to  miflic.  They  had  now  begun  to  take  our  large 
fpike-nails  5 but  feeing  fome  round  iron  bolts  in  the  Ihip, 
to  which  fome  of  the  cordage  is  fattened  (commonly  called 
belaying-pins),  they  conftantly  fhewed  a great  defire  of 
poflefling  them.  They  did  not  attempt  to  take  the  lead' 
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trifle  by  Health,  behaving  with  the  ftri&eft  honcfty  and  pro- 
priety on  board..  Many  came  fwimming  from  the  Ihore, 
which  was  better  than  a mile  off,  holding  their  piece  of 
brown  cloth  out  of  the  water  with  one  hand,  whilft  with 
the  other  they  moved  forwards,  and  brought  with  them  a 
fpear,  or  a club,  though  not  of  the  fort  which  is  made  of 
cafuarina  wood,  that  being  too  heavy  to  be  conveyed  in  fuch 
a manner. 

We  embarked  in  a boat  after  dinner,  and  landed  near 
two  miles  to  the  weft  of  our  watering-place,  on  a point 
which  formed  the  bay  where  our  fhip  lay  at  anchor.  Here 
captain  Cook  took  fome  bearings,  whilft  we  purfued  our 
researches.  Immediately  on  the  beach  we  found  a large 
irregular  mafs  of  rock,  not  lefs  than  a cube  of  ten  feet, 
which  confided  of  a clofe-grained  horn-flone,  fpeckled  full 
of  garnets,  fomewhat  bigger  than  pins  heads.  This  dis- 
covery confirmed  what  we  had  before  conjectured,  viz.  that 
there  was  fome  probability  of  meeting  with  rich  and  ufeful 
minerals  upon  this  iftand,  which,  a3  far  as  we  faw,  dif- 
tinguifhed  itfelf  from  all  thofe  we  had  hitherto  examined 
in  the  South  Seas,  in  being  entirely  deftitute  of  volcanic 
productions.  From  this  rock  we  ftruck  into  the  woods 
which  lined  the  Ihore,  and  winch  happened  to  be  very 
thick  in  this  part  to  a Ihort  diftancc  on  all  fides.  Here  we 
found  a few  young  bread-fruit  trees,  not  yet  fufhciently 
grown  to  bear  fruit  •,  but  they  l'eemed  to  have  come  up 
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without  culture,  and  were  perhaj  indigenous  wild  trees  of 
the  country.  We  likewife  met  with  a new  fpecies  of  paf- 
fion-flower,  which  was  chiefly  extraordinary  on  this  account, 
that  all  its  fpecies  formerly  known  to  the  learned  world 
were  confined  to  America.  I feparated  from  my  company 
during  this  fcarch,  and  came  into  a hollow  fandy  way, 
which  was  hung  with  bindweeds  and  fweet-feented  fhrubs 
on  both  Cdcs,  and  feemed  to  have  been  the  bed  of  a tor- 
rent or  rivulet.  It  brought  me  to  a group  of  two  or 
three  huts,  furrounded  by  coco-nut  trees.  Before  one  of 
them  I obferved  a man  fcated  with  a little  girl  of  eight 
or  ten  years  old  on  his  lap,  and  examinuig  her  head. 
He  was  fomewhat  furprifed  at  fight  of  me,  but  prefcntly 
recovering  his  tranquillity,  proceeded  in  his  occupation.  He 
had  a piece  of  fine  tranfparent  quartz  in  his  hand,  which 
having  a very  fharp  edge,  he  made  ufe  of  inftead  of  feifiars 
to  cut  the  girl’s  hair.  I made  her  a prefent  of  fome  black 
beads,  and  alfo  gave  him  a few,  with  which  he  feemed 
much  pleafed.  I now  went  on  to  the  other  huts,  and 
found  two  placed  fo  near  together,  as  to  inclofe  an  area  of 
about  ten  feet  fquare,  which  was  partly  flaut  in  with  a 
fence.  Here  I found  three  women,  one  middle-aged,  and 
the  others  fomewhat  younger,  who  made  a fire  under  one 
of  thofe  large  earthen  pots  which  I have  already  mentioned. 
As  foon  as  they  faw  me,  they  made  figns  that  I (hould  leave 
them  5 however,  being  defirous  to  fee  their  method  of  cook- 
ing, 
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in g,  I came  in,  and  faw  that  they  had  fluffed  the  pot  full 
of  dry  graffes  and  green  leaves,  in  which  they  had  wrapped 
up  a few  fmall  yams.  Thefe  roots  are  therefore  in  a man- 
ner baked  in  this  pot,  or  undergo  the  fame  operation  which 
the  natives  of  Taheitee  perform  by  burying  them  under  a 
heap  of  earth,  among  heated  flones.  It  was  with  difficulty 
they  would  give  me  time  to  intrude  fo  far ; they  repeated 
their  figns  that  I fhould  go  away,  and  pointing  to  the  huts, 
moved  their  fingers  fcvcral  times  under  their  throat ; which 
I interpreted,  that  if  they  were  obferved  to  be  thus  alone 
with  a ftranger,  they  would  be  choaked  or  killed.  I left 
them  after  they  had  made  this  gefture,  and  peeped  into  the 
huts,  which  I found  quite  empty.  Returning  into  the 
wood,  I met  Dr.  Sparrman  ; and  we  went  to  the  women 
again,  in  order  to  look  at  their  work  once  more,  and  to  be 
convinced  whether  I had  properly  interpreted  their  figns, 
or  whether  they  had  only  fomc  particular  objcsflion  to  my 
appearance.  We  found  them  in  the  fame  place,  and  walk- 
ing up  to  them,  immediately  made  them  a prefent  of  fame 
beads,  which  they  accepted  with  great  expreffions  of  joy  ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  they  repeated  the  geftures  which  they 
had- made  when  I came  alone,  and  looked  at  us  as  if  they 
would  add  entreaties  to  their  figns,  with  which  we  imme- 
diately complied,  and  retired.  We  met  the  reft  of  our 
company  fomc  time  after,  and  being  athirft,  afked  the  man 
who  cut  his  daughter's  hair  for  a little  water.  He  fliewed 
Vol.  II.  F f f us 
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»jj4*  us  a tree,  on  which  he  had  hung  about  a dozen  coco-nut 
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jfliells,  filled  with  frcfli  water,  that  element  being  to  all  ap- 
pearance rather  fcarcc  in  the  country.  We  emptied  fome 
of  thefe  cups,  and  made  him  a prefent  of  a bit  of  Taheitee 
cloth,  with  which  he  feemed  to  be  well  pleafed.  From 
hence  we  proceeded  to  the  watering  place,  fome  by  land, 
and  fome  in  the  boat.  We  (hot  fome  curious  birds  by  the 
way,  with  which  the  country  abounds  ; and  among  the  reft, 
a fpecics  of  crow,  which  is  common  in  Europe.  At  tlie 
watering  place  we  found  a conflderable  number  of  natives, 
fome  of  whom,  for  a little  rag  of  Taheitee  cloth,  carried 
our  people  into  and  out  of  their  boats  about  forty  yards, 
the  water  being  too  (hallow  for  boats  at  that  diflance  from 
the  (bore.  Here  we  alfo  faw  fome  women,  who,  far  from 
• exprefling  any  dread  of  the  jealoufy  of  their  men,  came 
among  the  croud,  and  fometimes  amufed  themfelves  in 
encouraging  the  propofals  of  our  feamen.  They  com- 
monly beckoned  them  to  come  into  the  bulhes,  but  as  foon 
• as  the  failors  followed,  they  gave  them  the  flip,  and  ran 
with  fuch  agility,  that  they  could  not  be  overtaken.  Thus 
they  took  pleafure  in  difappointing  their  new  adorers,  and 
laughed  very  heartily  as  often  as  they  had  put  their  little 
arts  in  praiftice.  There  was  not  a Angle  inftance,  during 
our  flay  upon  the  ifland,  of  their  ever  having  condefcendcd 
to  permit  any  indecent  familiarity  from  an  European  ; an 
innocent  recreation,  which  (hewed  them  good  humoured, 
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and  not  deftitute  of  ingenuity,  was  what  they  flri&ly  ad- 
hered  to. 

The  captain’s  clerk  purchafed  a fiih  on  (hore,  for  a piece 
of  Taheitee  cloth,  from  one  of  the  natives,  who  had  killed 
it  with  a fpear.  As  foon  as  he  came  on  board,  he  fent  it 
to  the  captain  ; and  as  I found  it  to  be  a new  fpecies,  I 
made  a drawing  and  defeription  of  it.  It  was  of  the  genus, 
by  Linna:us  named  tetraodon,  of  which  feveral  fpecies  arc 
reckoned  poifonous.  We  hinted  this  circumflance  to  cap- 
tain Cook,  efpecially  as  the  ugly  fhape,  and  large  head  of 
the  filh,  were  greatly  in  its  disfavour ; but  he  told  us  he 
had  eaten  this  identical  fort  of  fifh  on  the  coait  of  New 
Holland,  during  his  former  voyage,  without  the  leall  bad 
confequences.  It  was  accordingly  preferved  for  the  next 
day,  and  we  fat  down  very  chearful,  in  expectation  of  a 
frefli  meal.  At  fupper  the  liver  of  this  fifh  was  ferved  up, 
which  4vas  very  large  and  oily.  For  this  rcafon  the  captain, 
my  father,  and  myfclf  eat  only  a morfcl  or  two  of  it,  and 
thought  it  had  no  other  bad  taftc,  than  what  arolc  from  the 
oil.  Our  meffmatc,  Dr.  Sparrman,  fortunately  did  not 
touch  it.  We  went  to  bed  upon  this  fomewhat  early,  in- 
tending to  revifn  the  fliorc  at  day  break  ; but  at  three 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  my  father  awaking,  found  himfelf 
eitremely  giddy,  and  his  hands  and  feet  entirely,  as  it  were, 
benumbed.  He  got  up,  and  was  fcarcely  able  to  Hand. 

He  came  into  the  fteerage,  where  Dr.  Sparrman  flept,  and 
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acquainted  him  with  his  illnefs.  Captain  Cook’s  apartment 
was  only  feparatcd  by  a thin  partition:  he  was  awake,  and 
feeling  the  fame  fymptoms  of  which  he  heard  my  father 
complain,  got  out  of  bed,  and  found  himfelf  unable  to- 
walk  without  holding.  I was  in  the  fame  fttuation,  upon 
being  awakened  by  my  father,  and  crawled  into  the  cabin, 
where  the  furgeon,  Mr.  Patton,  immediately  appeared,  to 
aflift  us.  Our  diforder  had  indeed  a mod  ferious  afpecl  y 
the  blood  had  left  our  cheeks,  all  our  limbs  were  benumbed,  * 
and  without  fenfation,  and  a great  degree  of  languor  and 
oppreflion  had  taken  place.  Emetics  were  adminiflered, 
which  gave  my  father  and  myfelf  fome  relief,  but  had  not 
much  effetft  upon  captain  Cook.  We  took  a fudorific  after 
this,  and  went  to  bed  again. 

In  the  morning,  about  eight,  we  got  up,  very  giddy  and1 
heavy ; however  I found  myfelf  well  enough  to  pafs  the 
whole  morning  in  iketching  the  outlines  of  fix  or  eight 
plants,  and  fome  birds,  which  wc  had  colledted  on  our  for- 
mer excurfions.  Dr.  Sparrman,  in  the  mean  while,  went 
on  fliore  to  collect  farther  fupplies.  Towards  noon  my  fa- 
ther endeavoured  to  converfc  with  fome  of  the  natives  who> 
came  into  the  fliip.  At  fight  of  the  fiflr,  which  was  hung 
under  the  half-deck,  they  made  figns  that  it  occafioned  pain, 
intheftomach,  and  by  leaning  their  heads  upon  one  hand,  and. 
Ihutting  their  eyes,  exprefled  that  it  caufcd  fleep  and  drow- 
finefs,  and  death.  Still  thinking  they  might  only  make 
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thefe  geftures  in  order  to  obtain  the  filh,  we  offered  it  to 
them,  but  they  refufed  it  with  the  ftrongeft  marks  of 
averfion,  holding  both  their  hands  out  before  them,  and 
turning  away  the  head.  They  afterwards  defired  us  to 
throw  it  into  the  fca,  but  we  determined  to  preferve  it  in 
fpirits  of  wine. 

I was  feverely  puniflied  about  noon  for  making  light  of 
my  complaint,  and  palling  the  morning  at  work ; for  I 
was  fuddenly  feized  with  ficknefs,  and  forced  to  go  to  bed, 
by  a returning  fit  of  dizzinefs.  The  only  remedies  which 
gave  any  relief,  were  fudorifics  ; but  the  poifon  was  of  too 
virulent  a nature,  to  be  fubdued  in  a Ihort  time.  It  pre- 
vented our  making  thofe  refearches,  which  from  the  nature 
of  the  country  before  us,  would  doubtlefs  have  teemed 
with  a variety  of  interclling  difeoveries  in  every  branch  of 
natural  hiltory.  The  next  morning  lieutenant  Pickcrfgill, 
was  fent  with  the  launch  and  another  boat,  to  an  ifland  to 
the  weft,  about  eight  leagues  diftant,  which  the  natives 
named  Balabeca  ; in  order  to  examine  the  flotation  and 
direction  of  the  coafts  in  that  part.  We  faw  thefe  boats 
put  off  with  the  greateft  regret,  being  obliged  by  the  con- 
tinuance of  our  dizzinefs,  to  forego  this  opportunity  of 
examining  an  extenfive  tradt  of  unknown  country.  Abso- 
lute inability  to  Hand  or  walk  longer  than  five  minutes  at 
a time,  was  the  only  circumllance  which  with  held  us  from: 
embarking  on  this  excurfion.  The  poifon  which  had  been. 
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thus  fatal  to  us,  had  likcwifc  affcClcd  feveral  dogs,  taken 
on  board  at  the  Society  Iflands  ; thcfe  creatures  having 
feized  upon  the  remains  of  the  liver,  were  extremely  ill, 
and  had  the  fame  fymptoms  as  thofe  which  were  poifoned 
at  Mallicollo.  A little  pig,  the  only  one  which  we  obtained 
at  Tanna,  having  eaten  the  entrails  of  tlae  filh,  died  foon 
after,  being  fwclled  to  an  unufual  fize. 

The  natives  who  came  on  board,  began  now  to  admire 
our  iron  ware,  and  readily  took  nails,  knives,  and  hatchets. 
Tca-booma,-the  chief,  fent  captain  Cook  a prefen t of  fome 
fugar-canes  and  yams,  which,  confidering  the  poverty  of 
the'  country,  was  indeed  a kingly  prefent.  . He  was  com- 
plimented in  return  with  a hatcher,  a gimlet,  and  a Ta- 
heitian  dog  of  each  fer,  thefe  animals  being  entirely  un- 
known in  the  country.  We  endeavoured  to  obtain  the 
name  of  this  great  ifland  from  the  natives,  but  we  could 
not  fucceed,  being  always  put  off  with  the  appellations  of 
particular  diftri&s.  Thus  for  inflance,  they  called  the  part 
oppofite  to  the  fliip,  Baladd  -r  the  obfervatory  ifland,  Poozooe  ; « 

and  the  diftriCt  beyond  the  hills  on  the  S.  W.  coaft,  Teaboo- 
ma  ; which  being  alfo  the  name  of  the  chief,  occafioned 
feveral  conjectures.  The  general  name  of  New  Caledonia 
was  therefore  preferved,  particularly  as  it  fuited  not  only 
with  the  good  difpofltion  of  the  people,  but  alfo  with  the 
nature  of  the  country. 
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We  ventured,  though  exceffively  weakened,  to  go  on  Se»tm£e«. 
fhore  the  next  morning.  - Having  landed  to  the  eaftward  Saturday  10. 
of  the  watering-place,  we  walked  acrofs  a part  of  the  plain, 
which  was  wholly  uncultivated,  and  covered  with  thin 
dry  grades.  A path  brought  us  into  a fine  wood  at  the 
foot  of  the  hills,  which  abounded  with  new  plants,  birds, 
and  infcdls.  Every  thing  confpired  here,  to  make  us  look 
upon  the  country  as  a folitude.  We  faw  the  hills  before 
us,  and  on  both  fides,  without  a finglc  habitation  upon 
them,  and  the  plain  which  we  had  crofled,  was  in  this 
neighbourhood  equally  deftitute  of  inhabitants.  The 
population  of  New  Caledonia  mud  indeed  be  extremely 
thin ; for  the  foil  is  unfit  for  cultivation  on  the  mountains, 
and  the  narrow  plain  itfelf,  is  for  the  greateft  part  very 
barren  and  defert.  We  proceeded  to  the  eaflward,  till  we 
came  near  a few  houfes,  placed  among  fwamps.  Some  of 
the  inhabitants  came  to  us  with  great  good-nature  in  their 
countenances,  and  pointed  out  the  places  where  we  might 
walk  with  fafety  without  finking  into  the  mud.  We  ob- 
ferved  that  their  houfes  had  noc  only  a covering  of  mats 
made  of  coco-nut  leaves,  but  that  the  innermoft  coating 
fometimes  confided  of  the  bark  of  the  cayputi-tree.  Before 
one  of  the  huts,  fome  of  the  natives  were  eating  a few  leaves 
■which  had  been  dewed  ; and  others  fucking  the  bark  of  the 
libifeut  liliaceus , after  they  had  broiled  it  over  the  fire.  We 
tailed  of  this  bark,  but  found  it  extremely  infipid,  naufeous, 
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and  affording  little  nutriment.  Neccflity  feems  to  have 
forced  the  people  to  content  themfelves  with  the  moft 
fcanty  means  of  fubfiftence,  at  certain  feafons ; and  no 
time  of  the  year  is  more  likely  to  be  feverely  felt,  than  that 
of  fpring,  when  their  winter  {lores  is  exhaufted,  and  the 
new  crop  is  not  yet  come  up.  They  doubtlefs  fupply  the 
deficiency  by  fifhing,  for  which  the  extenfive  reefs  round 
their  ifland  furnifh  the  bed  opportunity  5 but  lince  our 
arrival  in  the  harbour  it  had  blown  rather  frefh,  and  the 
wind  daily  encreafed  to  fuch  a pitch,  that  it  would  have 
been  to  no  purpofe  to  venture  from  the  fhorc.  Mahine, 
whild  he  accompanied  us,  frequently  ufed  to  mention, 
that  even  the  opulent  natives  of  Taheitee  and  the  Society 
Wands,  fometimes,  though  rarely,  feel  the  inconveniences 
of  a dry  or  barren  year,  and  are  obliged  during  fome 
months,  to  have  rccourfe  to  fern-roots,  the  bark  of  various 
trees,  and  the  fruit  of  wild  bullies,  to  fatisfy  the  cravings 
of  hunger. 

We  found  near  thefe  huts  a number  of  tame  fowls  of  a 
large  breed,  and  bright  plumage,  which  were  the  only 
domdlic  animals  of  any  kind,  belonging  to  the  natives  ; 
and  alfo  faw  heaps  of  {hells,  which  they  had  collected  on 
the  reefs,  and  of  which  they  had  eaten  the  fifh.  The  tem- 
per of  thefe  people  in  general  was  indolent,  and  almoft 
dcllitutc  of  curiofny  ; the  greater  part  of  them  did  not  llir 
from  their  feats,  when  we  paffed  by  their  huts,  fpokc  very 
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feldom,  and  almoft  always  in  a ferious  tone.  The  women  Airo«.r. 
were  fomewhat  more  cheerful,  and  thofe  who  were  married, 
carried  their  infants  on  their  backs  in  a kind  of  fatchel. 

We  returned  on  board  about  one  o’clock,  but  landed 
again  after  dinner.  Having  obferved  that  the  buthes  and 
trees  near  the  fea  fide,  were  better  docked  with  birds  than 
thofe  in  the  interior  country,  becaufe  they  afforded  more 
fhade  and  more  food,  we  confined  our  excurfion  to  the 
plain,  being  defirous  of  encreafing  our  zoological  collection. 

We  fell  in  with  another  group  of  huts,  clofe  to  the  water ; 
here  the  natives  had  put  one  of  their  large  earthen  pot* 
over  the  fire,  and  filled  it  with  fhells,  of  which  by  this 
means  they  roafled  the  fifli.  We  law  one  of  them  whe 
had  a hatchet  in  his  hand,  of  a very  remarkable  fhape.  It 
was  made  of  a crooked  piece  of  wood,  which  forms  a great 
knob,  but  has  a fhort  handle,  not  exceeding  fix  inches.  The 
other  end  is  hollowed  out,  and  a black  ftone  juft  fitting  the 
cavity  is  placed  in  it,  without  being  tied  on,  as  is  the  cafe 
with  the  hatchets  of  the  Society  and  Friendly  Iflands.  We 
purchafed  this  hatchet,  it  being  the  firft  inftrument  relating 
to  agriculture  which  we  had  feen  in  this  country.  We 
likewife  made  an  acquifition  of  fome  clubs,  flings,  and 
fpears,  and  had  an  opportunity  of  admiring  the  fkill  of 
fcveral  youths,  who  made  ufe  of  their  flings  with  the  greateft 
precifion.  In  the  courfe  of  our  rambles,  we  came  to  an 
enclofure  of  flicks,  round  a little  hillock  or  mound,  four 
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feet  high;  within  the  enclofure  the  natives  had  {luck  in 
the  ground  fome  other  fticks  befet  with  large  trumpet- 
fhells.  We  enquired  for  what  purpofe  this  fpot  was  fo 
enclofcd,  and  were  told  that  the  chiefs  of  the  diflritft  were 
buried  in  that  ground.  As  we  found  numerous  burying- 
places  on  the  hills,  it  appears  to  be  a general  cuflom 
with  the  natives,  to  commit  their  dead  bodies  to  the 
earth.  This  manner  of  difpofing  of  the  dead,  feems  indeed 
much  more  judicious  than  that  of  Taheitee,  where  they 
expofe  them  above  ground,  till  all  the  fle£h  is  perfedlly 
putrified.  If  the  mortality  were  more  confiderablc,  than 
we  have  reafon  to  believe  it  in  that  happy  ifland,  this 
cuftom  might  have  the  moft  pernicious  confequences,  and 
produce  a dreadful  epidemical  diftemper.  Europeans, 
above  all,  {hould  be  extremely  cautious  of  communicating 
any  contagious  diforder  to  the  people  whom  they  vifit  in 
the  South  Seas.  Such  a difeafe  as  the  fmall  pox,  for  ex- 
ample, would  undoubtedly  make  dreadful  havock,  and  go 
near  to  deftroy  the  whole  race  of  Taheitians. 

The  acrimony  of  the  poifon  which  we  had  received  into 
the  body,  by  tailing  the  liver  of  the  filh,  had  fo  much 
weakened  us,  that  we  were  entirely  exhauiled  towards 
evening,  and  obliged  to  fit  down  repeatedly,  in  order  to 
recruit  our  wafted  fpirits.  We  ftill  felt  returns  of  dizzinefs 
which  made  us  unfit  for  any  kind  of  rcfearchcs,  in  fpite  of 
ourfelves,  and  even  deprived  us  of  the  power  of  thinking,, 
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judging,  and  remembering,  as  well  as  of  the  perfect  ufe  of 
our  external  fenfes.  I cannot  mention  this  misfortune, 
without  lamenting  once  more,  that  it  befell  us  in  a coun- 
try newly  difcovered,  where  we  had  more  need  than  ever 
of  perfedt  health,  and  of  all  our  attention  and  difcernment, 
in  order  to  make  the  moft  of  the  few  moments  which  we 
were  allowed  to  fpend  among  a people  wholly  different 
from  all  we  had  hitherto  feen.  The  reader,  who  perhaps 
may  find  lefs  food  for  his  curiofity  in  this  part  of  our  nar- 
rative, than  he  expedted,  is  requeued  to  confider  our  un- 
happy fituation  at  that  time,  when  all  our  corporeal  and 
intelledlual  faculties  were  impaired  by  this  virulent  poifon. 
We  came  back  before  it  was  dark  to  the  (hip,  which  the  na- 
tives left  foon  after  our  return.  A few  of  them  only  went 
off  in  canoes  ; for,  as  the  wind  blew  very  hard,  the  greateft 
number  had  come  on  board  fwimming,  and  returned  the 
fame  way.  We  faw  forty  or  fifty  put  off  together,  and  in 
fpite  of  the  great  agitation  of  the  water,  fwim  to  the  fhore  ; 
it  blew  fo  hard  the  next  morning,  however,  that  none  of 
them  came  back  to  the  (hip. 

We  went  afhorc  again,  though  we  were  much  wetted  in 
our  paffage  thither,  and  took  a walk  to  the  weftward.  On 
this  excurfion  we  faw  a great  number  of  birds,  and  enriched 
our  collection  with  many  new  fpecics.  It  is  not  to  be  doubt- 
ed, that  the  vicinity  of  fuch  an  extenfive  continent  as  that  of 
New  Holland,  contributes  to  encreafe  the  variety  of  animal 
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and  vegetable  fpecies  in  this  ifland.  To  confirm  this 
aflertion,  we  may  quote  the  teftimony  of  captain  Cook,  and 
of  all  thofe  perfons  who  had  feen  New  Holland  with  him 
in  the  Endeavour,  and  who,  upon  examining  New  Caledonia, 
unanimoufly  pronounced  that  in  its  general  appearance  it 
perfectly  refembled  that  continent,  New  Holland  is  faid  to 
differ  from  New  Caledonia  only  in  having  a more  fertile 
foil  in  fome  places,  confiding  of  a ftratum  of  vegetable 
earth  5 but  there  is  no  difference  in  the  growth  of  the  trees, 
the  want  of  fhrubbery  in  the  forefts,  and  the  general  dry- 
nefs  or  parched  appearance  of  the  country.  We  flopped 
at  feveral  houfes  of  the  natives,  fuuated  in  a group  of  fliady 
trees ; the  inhabitants  of  thefe  huts  were  feated  on  the 
ground,  without  any  occupation,  and  none  but  young  peo- 
ple rofe  from  their  feats  at  our  approach.  We  found  here- 
a man  who  had  perfectly  flaxen  hair,  a complexion  much' 
fairer  than  common,  and  his  face  covered  with  freckles. 
Anomalous  individuals  have  been  found  among  the  Negroes 
of  Africa,  and  the  inhabitants  of  America,  the  Moluccas, 
and  the  tropical  iflands  of  the  South  Sea;  but  their  weak 
habit  of  body,  and  particularly  a weaknefs  in  their  eyes, 
have  given  the  greateft  room  to  believe,  that  a difeafe  of  the 
parents  occafioned  thefe  varieties  *.  In  the  man  whom  we 

• This  opinion  is  very  ably  fct  forth  by  M.  Paauw,  in  the  Rccherches 
Philofophiques  fur  le  Amcricains,  vol.  II.  fe£t.  1,  Dei  Blafardi  & des  Negrcs 
blanci. 
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faw,  no  fymptom  of  weaknefs,  and  no  defeft  in  the  organs  smtImmi, 
of  fight  could  be  obfervcd ; and  therefore  fome  (lighter 
caufe  mud  have  influenced  the  colour  of  his  hair  and  fkin. 

A gentleman  cut  off  a lock  of  his  hair,  as  well  as  another 
from  a man  of  the  common  colour,  and  gave  them  both  to 
us.  The  natives  exprefled  fome  dillike  on  lofing  their  lock 
of  hair,  but  as  he  had  performed  the  operation  before  they 
were  aware,  he  foon  pacified  them  with  a few  trifles.  Their 
good  temper,  and  their  indolence,  feem  to  make  their  re- 
fentment  very  fhort-lived,  efpedally  upon  trifling  occafions. 

After  leaving  thefc  huts,  we  rambled  feparately  all 
the  morning,  and  did  not  rejoin  each  other  till  ir 
was  time  to  return.  Dr.  Sparrman,  with  my  fa- 
ther, had  gone  upon  the  hills,  whilft  I remained  in 
the  woody  fkirts  of  the  plain,  and  converfed  as  well  as 
1 could  with  the  natives.  They  gave  me  the  names  of 
many  diftri&s  upon  their  ifland,  of  which  we  had  not  heard 
before,  and  of  which  we  could  not  make  ufe,  for  want  of 
knowing  their  proper  fituations.  Here  I faw  again  many 
individuals  with  one  leg,  or  arm,  of  an  enormous  fize,  in  ; 
the  fame  manner  as  I had  obferved  fome  at  our  firft  landing, 

(fee  p.  383.)  and  one  had  both  his  legs  af&i&ed  in  the  fame.- 
manner.  I touched  this  fwelling,  and  found  it  extremely 
hard ; but  the  fkin  was  not  harfh  and  fcaly  alike  in  all  the 
fick  perfons.  The  preternatural  expanGon  of  the  leg  or  arm 
did  not  appear  to  be  a great  inconvenience  to  them,  and,  as 
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far  as  I undcrRood,  they  rarely  feel  any  pain  it;  but  in  fome 
the  diforder  caufed  a kind  of  excoriation,  and  began  to  form 
blotches,  which  were  marks  of  a greater  degree  of  viru- 
lence. The  leprofy,  of  which  this  elephantiaGs,  or  prodi- 
gious ftvelling,  according  to  the  opinion  of  the  medical  fa- 
culty, is  a fpecies,  fcems  to  be  a difeafe  particularly  incident 
to  dry,  parched  climates.  The  countries  where  it  commits 
the  greateft  ravages,  as  the  coaft  of  Malabar,  Egypt,  Pa- 
leftinc,  and  all  Africa,  are  remarkable  for  droughts,  and 
contain  in  many  places  vaft  trails  of  fandy  defarts.  I do 
not  mean  ro  fuppofe  that  leprofy  is  the  natural  effedl  of  a 
dry  climate,  but  only  to  hint,  that  heat  and  drought  may 
contribute  to  make  the  human  body  more  liable  to  its  at- 
tacks. I obferved  this  day  that  the  women  of  New  Caledo- 
nia are  hardly  fo  much  efteemed  by  the  men  as  thofe  of 
Tanna.  They  commonly  kept  at  a diftance  from  the  men, 
and  feemed  fearful  of  offending  them  by  a look  or  gefture; 
they  were  the  only  perfons  in  the  family  who  had  any  em- 
ployment, and  fcveral  of  them  brought  bundles  of  Ricks  and 
fuel  on  their  backs.  Their  infcnfible  hufbands  feldom 
deigned  to  look  upon  them,  and  continued  in  a kind  of 
phlegmatic  indolence,  vvhilfl  the  women  fometimes  in- 
dulged that  focial  checrfulnefs,  which  is  the  diRinguifliing 
ornament  of  the  fex.  Thus,  in  every  country,  mankind  are 
fond  of  being  tyrants,  and  the  pooreft  Indian,  who  knows 
no  wants  but  thofe  which  his  exiftcncc  requires,  has  already 
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learnt  to  enflave  his  weaker  helpmate,  in  order  to  fave  him-  sim»£r*.. 
felf  the  trouble  of  fupplying  thofe  wants,  and  cruelly  exacts 
an  obedience  from  her,  which  has  been  continued  among 
favages  as  a curfe  upon  the  fex*.  Confidering  thefe  hu- 
miliations and  cruel  oppreflions  of  the  fex,  we  have  fome- 
times  the  greateft  reafon  to  admire,  that  the  human  race  has 
perpetuated  itfelf,  and  that  the  Creator  has  wifely  planted  a 
motive  in  the  female  bread,  which  dands  the  ted  of  every 
outrage,  which  makes  them  patient  to  fuffer,  and  prevents 
their  withdrawing  from  the  power  of  their  tyrants. 

After  dining  on  board,  we  palled  the  afternoon  afliore 
again,  and  were  fo  far  fuccefsful  in  our  refearches,  as  to  ob- 
tain a beautiful  fpecies  of  parrot,  which  was  entirely  new 
to  zoologids.  It  was  (hot  in  a plantation  far  exceeding 
every  thing  I had  feen  upon  New  Caledonia  for  extent,  as 
well  as  for  the  variety  and  flourifhing  date  of  the  vegetables 
in  it.  There  were  feveral  walks  of  bananas,  feveral  fields 
of  yams  and  eddoes,  together  with  fugar-cancs,  and  like- 
wife  fome  fpecies  of  yamboo-trees  (eugtnia),  which  we  had 
never  feen  before.  Different  parts  of  it  were  feparated  by 
paths,  and  the  whole  was  kept  in  good  order.  Indudrious 
individuals  are  therefore  to  be  met  with  even  among  thefe 
indolent  people  ; and  when  navigators  have  an  opportunity 
of  becoming  the  benefactors  of  favages,  for  example,  by 


• Gen.  iii.  ver.  16. 
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eivinsr  them  domeftic  animals,  they  Ihould  feledl  fuch 
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people  as  are  molt  likely  to  make  a good  ufe  of  their 
prefents. 

We  returned  on  board  in  the  evening,  after  (hooting  at  a 
mark  to  amufe  fome  of  the  natives,  who  fet  up  their  club* 
for  that  purpofe,  and  were  much  pleafed  with  our  fuppofed 
(kill.  Soon  after  arrived  the  two  boats  which  lieutenant 
Pickerfgill  had  conduced  to  the  weftward,  and  which  had 
been  detained  by  contrary  winds.  We  were  fortunate 
enough  to  colleft  the  following  particulars  of  that  intel- 
ligent officer’s  excurfion.  Having  fet  out  from  the  (hip,  he 
did  not  approach  the  fhore  till  he  had  advanced  feveral 
leagues,  and  faw  many  turtles  on  the  water,  of  which  he 
could  not  flrike  one,  on  account  of  the  violence  of  the 
wind.  The  boats  putting  affiore,  found  the  face  of  the 
country,  towards  the  N.  W.  end  of  the  iiland,  very  like  the 
part  oppofite  our  anchoring  place,  though  confiderably  more 
fertile  and  cultivated,  and  covered  with  many  coco-trees. 
The  natives  were  as  civil  and  inoffenfivc  in  this  place  as  we 
had  found  them  from  the  beginning.  Two  of  them,  who 
had  already  been  on  board  the  (hip,  hearing  that  our  peo- 
ple intended  to  crofs  over  to  the  ifle  of  Balabeea,  more  to 
the  northward,  took  a paffage  in  the  cutter.  One  of  them, 
whofe  name  was  Boobik,  was  a merry  fellow,  different  in 
this  refpett  from  mod  of  his  countrymen ; he  talked  a great 
.deal  to  our  people  at  firft,  and  taught  them  is  n*me,  which 
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tlicy  pronounced  booby , with  the  fame  pleafurc  with  which 
he  heard  it.  After  fomc  time,  however,  the  waves  riGng, 
and  frequently  waflting  into  the  boat,  he  became  very  filent, 
and  crept  into  a boat-cloak,  to  fereen  himfclf  from  the  wet, 
and  recover  from  the  chillinefs  which  the  wind  occafioned 
on  his  naked  body.  He  likewife  grew  very  hungry,  having 
taken  no  provifions  with  him,  and  very  thankfully  received 
what  our  people  offered  him.  His  fituation,  and  that  of  all 
his  companions,  however,  became  very  foon  alarming  to 
the  higheft  degree.  The  cutter  fprung  a leak,  which  ad- 
mitted fuch  quantities  of  water,  that  it  was  impoffible  to  free 
the  boat,  though  every  body  baled  with  his  hat,  or  fuch 
utenfil  as  he  could  find  mod  .fit  for  the  purpofe.  They 
were  prcfently  reduced  to  heave  over-board  a calk  of  freflt 
water,  and  many  other  articles,  in  order  to  lighten  the  boat} 
but  all  was  to  no  purpofe,  till  having  cleared  away  fomc 
bundles,  they  found  the  leak,  which  they  flopped  as  well  as 
they  could  for  the  prefent  with  their  caps,  and  with  rags, 
and  proceeded  for  the  ifle  of  Balabeea  with  all  poflible  dif- 
patch.  Mr.  Pickerfgill,  in  the  launch,  met  a canoe  of  that 
ifland  with  a few  natives,  who  had  caught  a large  quantity 
of  fifh,  of  which  they  readily  fhared  out  a part  to  him  for 
a trifling  conGdcration  of  iron-ware.  It  was  late  in  the 
afternoon  when  he  arrived  upon  the  ifland.  The  natives, 
being  exadtly  of  the  fame  race  as  thofe  of  New  Caledonia, 
were  not  lefs  good-tempered,  and  freely  parted  with  their 
Vol.  II.  H h h arm3 
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arms  to  our  people  for  trifles  of  iron-ware,  or  Taheitce 
cloth.  They  alfo,  at  the  dcfire  of  Mr.  Pickerfgill,  brought 
him  fome  frelli  water. 

In  the  evening  our  party  retired  to  a few  bufhes,  and 
made  a great  fire,  by  which  they  broiled  the  fifli  which  had 
been  prefented  to  them,  and  ate  their  fuppers.  A number 
of  the  natives  Hill  remained  with  them,  and  fpoke  of  a great 
land  to  the  northward,  which  they  called  Mingha,  of  which 
the  inhabitants  were  their  enemies,  and  very  warlike. 
They  likewife  pointed  out  a fepulchral  mound  or  tumulus, 
where  one  of  their  chiefs  lay  buried,  who  had  been  killed 
in  defence  of  his  own  country,  by  the  hand  of  a native  of 
Mingha.  The  appearance  of  a large  beef-bone,  which 
fome  of  our  people  began  to  pick  towards  the  condufion  of 
their  fupper,  interrupted  this  converfation.  The  natives 
talked  very  loud  and  earncftly  to  each  other,  looked  with 
great  furprize,  and  fome  marks  of  difguft,  at  our  people, 
and  at  laft  went  away  all  together,  cxprcfflng  by  Cgns  that 
they  fufpedted  the  ftrangers  of  eating  human  flefli.  Our 
officer  endeavoured  to  free  himfelf  and  his  Ihipmates  from 
this  fufpicion  ; but  the  want  of  language  was  an  unfur- 
mountable  obftacle  to  this  undertaking,  even  fuppofmg  it 
pofliblc  to  perfuade  a fet  of  people,  who  had  never  fecn  a 
quadruped  in  their  lives.  The  next  morning  they  went 
about  to  mend  their  boat,  and  fpread  their  wet  cloaths  upon 
the  ground  to  dry  in  the  fun.  The  natives  gathered  about 
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them  in  great  crouds  from  all  parts,  of  the  ifland,  and  Mr.  septYm™* 
Pickerfgill  found  it  advifcable  to  draw  lines  on  the  fand,  in 
order  to  fecure  the  cloaths  of  his  people.  The  natives  very 
readily  came  into  his  propofal,  and  never  croffed  the  lines. 

One  of  them,  however,  feemed  to  be  more  furprifed  than 

the  reft  at  this  contrivance,  and  with  a great  rf-  ‘l  °*  hu* 
mour  drew  a circle  round  aDOUt  nimleir,  on  the  ground, 

with  a flick ; and  intimated,  by  many  ludicrous  gefturcs, 
that  every  body  prefent  fhould  keep  at  a diftance  from  him. 

This  little  Tally  was  the  more  ftriking,  as  it  was  extremely 
uncommon  among  the  grave  inhabitants  of  thefe  countries. 

They  fpent  the  day  in  repairing  their  boats,  and  examining 
the  ifland  on  which  they  had  landed ; and  the  next  morn- 
ing before  day-break  put  off,  in  order  to  return.  They 
were,  however,  unfortunate  enough  to  find  their  repairs  to 
little  purpofe,  and  therefore,  in  order  to  lighten  the  boat, 
landed  on  New  Caledonia  at  fix  in  the  morning.  They  left 
only  the  rowers  in  the  boat,  and  proceeded  on  foot,  along 
a coafl  of  near  twenty-four  miles,  to  the  land  abreait  of  the 
fhip.  One  of  the  furgeon’s  mates,  who  went  on  this  ex- 
curfion,  collected  a prodigious  variety  of  new  and  curious 
Ihells  upon  the  ifland  of  Ballabeca,  and  likewife  met  with 
many  new  fpecics  of  plants,  of  which  we  did  not  fee  a An- 
gle fpccimcn  in  the  ditlrifls  we  had  vifited  ; but  the  mcaneft 
and  moft  unreafonablc  envy  taught  him  to  conceal  thefe 
difcovcrics  from  us,  though  he  was  utterly  incapable  of 
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making  ufc  of  them  for  the  benefit  of  fcicnce  * Wc  had 
therefore  more  rcafon  than  ever  to  regret  that  our  illnefs 
difablcd  us  from  iharing  the  perils  of  this  little  cxcurfion. 

We  accompanied  captain  Cook  the  next  morning  into 
the  nv.r  tQ  thc  eaftwarjj  where  he  went  to  give  his  friend 

* It  will  not  be  improper  to  acquaint  the  reader,  that  we  were  fo  fitualrd  on 
board  the  Kcfolution,  as  to  meet  with  abflaclcs  in  all  our  rcfcarchea,  from  thofc 
who  might  have  been  expelled  to  give  us  all  manner  of  aflifUnce.  It  has  always 
been  the  fate  of  fcience  and  philofophy  to  incur  the  contempt  of  ignorance,  and 
this  wc  might  have  fuifered  without  repining  ; but  as  we  could  not  purchafe  the 
good  will  of  every  petty  tyrant  with  gold,  wc  were  (ludioufly  debarred  thc  means 
of  drawing  the  lead  advantage  to  fcience  from  the  obfervations  of  others,  who  of 
thcmfelves  did  not  know  how  to  make  thc  proper  ufc  of  a difeorcry  when  they 
had  made  it.  Circumftanccs  which  were  known  to  every  perfon  around  us,  re- 
mained impenetrable  mylleries  to  us  ; and  it  was  alTuredly  not  owing  to  the  good 
nature  of  our  Ihipmatcs,  if  we  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  obtain  even  fuch 
trifling  information,  as  has  enabled  me  to  give  the  true  and  exadt  Ctuations  of 
every  place  in  this  narrative,  and  in  my  chart.  If  it  had  been  pofEble,  they 
would  have  deceived  even  our  eyes.  It  may  feem  extraordinary,  that  men  of 
fcience,  fent  out  in  a fhip  belonging  to  the  molt  enlightened  nation  in  the  world, 
ihould  be  cramped  and  deprived  of  the  means  of  purfuing  knowledge,  in  a man- 
ner which  would  only  become  a fet  of  barbarians ; but  'it  is  certain,  that  the  tra- 
veller who  vifits  the  ruins  of  Egypt  and  Paleftine,  cannot  experience  greater  mor- 
tification from  thc  ignorant  felfifhncfs  of  Bedouins  and  other  Arabs,  than  fell  to 
our  lot ; fince  every  difeovery  wc  attempted  to  make,  was  fuppofed  to  contain  a 
treafure,  which  became  the  objedl  of  envy.  The  world  will,  however,  derive 
one  advantage  from  this  proceeding  ; we  fhall  have  little  to  offer,  but  what  we 
have  feen  with  our  own  eyes,  and  for  the  truth  and  precifion  of  which  we  can  be 
anfwerable.  If  there  had  not  been  a few  individuals  of  a more  liberal  way  of 
thinking,  whofc  difintercfled  lave  for  the  faiences  comforted  us  from  time  to  time, 
wc  fhould  in  all  probability  have  fallen  vidlims  to  that  malevolence,  which  even 
the  pofittve  commands  of  captain  Cook  were  fometimes  infufficient  to  keep  within 
bounds. 
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Heebai  a liule  pig  of  each  fex,  in  order  to  provide,  if  pof-  swtVmm*. 
fible,  a Rock  of  domeftic  animals  for  a nation,  whofc  good, 
inofTenfive  temper  feemed  highly  to  deferve  fuch  a prefent. 

Wc  found  this  man  and  his  family  at  the  huts  where  we 
had  firft  feen  him  ; and  captain  Cook  having  delivered  the 
pigs  to  him,  each  of  us  contributed  his  mite  of  know- 
ledge of  the  language,  in  order  to  make  it  intelligible  to 
him,  that  the  propagation  of  thefe  animals  would  fupply 
him,  in  courfe  of  time,  with  conftant  food,  and  that  they 
deferved  to  be  carefully  nurfed.  He,  as  well  as  the  whole 
family,  were  furprifed  at  the  fight  of  thefe  creatures,  and 
at  firft  exprefled  fo  much  diflike  and  dread  of  them,  that 
they  made  figns  to  us  to  take  them  back.  We  now  re- 
doubled our  efforts  to  convince  them  of  their  error,  and  at 
laft  prevailed  upon  them  to  keep  the  pigs.  It  mull  be  al- 
lowed, that  fwine  arc  far  from  being  well-looking  quadru- 
peds, and  that  thofe  who  have  never  feen  an  animal  of  that 
clafs,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  like  them  at  firft  fight.  Men 
feem  to  have  had  recourfe  to  animal  food  through  needfity 
at  firft,  as  the  depriving  any  creature  of  life  is  an  aft  of 
violence,  which  demands  a powerful  caufe,  before  it  is 
made  familiar  by  habit.  When  they  had  the  choice,  ic 
ftiould  feem  that  fuch  ill-looking  animals  as  hogs  were 
commonly  rejefted,  till  a more  urgent  opportunity  proved, 
that,  in  fpite  of  their  appearance,  their  flcfli  was  as  deli- 
cious as  that  of  fheep  and  oxen.  The  poor  natives  of  New 
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Caledonia  had  hitherto  tailed  no  other  animal  food  than 
fifli  and  birds,  and  therefore  the  introduction  of  a qua- 
druped into  their  ceconomy,  could  not  fail  to  furprife  them. 
We  walked  about  for  fome  time  among  the  marlhes  and 
plantations,  and  came  to  a houfe  detached  from  the  reft, 
which  was  cnclofcd  by  flakes,  and  behind  which  we  faw  a 
row  of  wooden  pillars.  Each  of  them  was  about  a foot 
fquare,  and  nine  feet  high ; and  on  the  top  of  each  a hu- 
man head  was  rudely  carved.  Here  we  found  a folitary 
old  man,  who,  on  our  pointing  to  thefe  pillars,  made  figns 
that  they  indicated  his  burying-place.  Nothing  is  more  re- 
markable in  the  hiftory  of  mankind,  than  the  general  con- 
currence of  different  nations,  to  ereCt  a monument  on  the 
fpot  where  they  lie  buried.  To  dive  into  the  original  mo- 
tives for  this  cuftom,  with  various  people,  would  be  a 
curious  and  intcrefting  purfuit,  and  might  perhaps  lead  us 
to  difeover,  among  all  nations  an  univerfal  idea  of  a future 
flate. 

After  leaving  this  fpot,  we  paffed  a plantation,  where 
the  natives,  and  particularly  the  women,  were  at  work  to 
clear,  and  dig  up  a piece  of  fwampy  ground,  probably  in 
order  to  plant  it  with  yams  or  eddoes.  They  had  an  in- 
flrument  with  a long  crooked,  and  Iharp-pointed  bill,  like 
the  bill  of  a bird,  with  which  they  flirred  up  the  foil.  The 
fame  tool  they  frequently  make  ufe  of  as  an  offenfive  wea- 
pon, and  as  fuch  I mentioned  it  page  385.  It  feems  the 
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foil  of  this  country  is  fo  poor,  as  to  require  more  than 
ordinary  pains  to  make  it  fit  for  planting,  efpccially  as  I 
never  obfervcd  the  people  digging  in  this  manner,  in  any 
of  the  idands  of  the  South  Sea.  We  fhot  fome  curious 
and  beautiful  birds  at  this  place,  and  then  returned  to  the 
fliip,  where  we  found  all  the  other  boats  hoifted  in.  Wc 
landed  at  the  watering  place  after  dinner,  where  captain 
Cook  ordered  the  following  infeription  to  be  cut  into  a re- 
markable large  and  fhady  tree  on  the  beach,  clofe  to  the 
rivulet ; “ His  Britannic  Majelly's  Ship  Refolution,  Sept. 
1774.’’  This  being  done,  we  rambled  for  the  lad  time 
along  the  brook,  which  had  fupplied  us  with  as  much 
water  as  we  had  expended  fince  our  departure  from  Tanna  > 
and  having  fnatched  a few  plants,  which  our  difordcr  had 
caufed  us  to  overlook  before,  wc  took  our  lad  leave  of  this 
large  ifiand,  and  were  hurried  on  board  from  our  feene  of 
aftion. 

At  day-light  the  next  morning,  the  feamen  weighed  the 
anchors,  the  fhip  foon  cleared  the  reefs,  and  we  flood  along 
fhore  to  the  N.  W.  We  had  lain  in  this  harbour  exaidly 
feven  days  and  a half ; but  on  the  third  night  after  our 
arrival,  we  were  poiloned  by  eating  of  the  fifli,  by  which 
means  we  lod  the  opportunity  of  making  the  mod  of  this 
fhort  day.  On  leaving  this  place,  we  were  far  from  being 
recovered,  but  had  daily  acute  head-aches,  and  fpafmodic 
pains  over  the  body,  together  with  an  eruption  on  our 
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lips.  We  alfo  felt  ourfclves  much  weakened,  and  unfit  to 
go  through  our  ufual  occupations  > wliilft  the  want  of 
frelh  food  greatly  contributed  to  keep  us  in  a lingering 
(late,  and  retarded  our  recovery.  Thus  we  left  an  ifland 
fituated  in  the  wefternmoft  part  of  the  South  Pacific  Ocean, 
not  above  i a degrees  diftant  from  the  coaft  of  New  Holland, 
and  inhabited  by  a race  of  men  very  diftinct  from  all  we 
had  hitherto  fecn  in  the  fame  ocean.  From  their  vicinity 
to  New  Holland,  one  might  have  been  apt  to  fuppofe,  that 
they  had  the  fame  origin  with  the  people  of  that  continent  ; 
but  upon  comparing  all  the  accounts  of  former  voyagers, 
who  have  vifited  New  Holland,  its  inhabitants  bear  no  re- 
femblance  to  one  another,  and  as  a farther  proof,  the  vo- 
cabulary of  both  nations  is  totally  different  *.  Their  num- 
bers appear  to  be  very  inconfiderable,  and  the  moft  proba- 
ble guefs  we  would  form  of  them,  after  ranging  the  whole 
northern  coaft  of  the  ifland,  docs  not  make  them  amount 
to  fifty  thoufand,  upon  a fea-coaft  of  near  two  hundred 
leagues.  The  country  which  they  inhabit,  feems  indeed  to  be 
very  unfit  for  cultivation  in  moft  parts.  The  narrow  plain 
which  furrounds  it,  is  full  of  fwamps  on  the  fea-fide,  covered 
with  mangroves  ; and  this  part  is  with  much  trouble  drained 
by  ditches,  and  dug  till  it  is  made  fit  for  the  purpofes  of 

* A vocabulary  of  the  New  Holland  language  \jas  obligingly  communicated 
4o  ut  by  captain  Cook. 
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agriculture.  The  reft  of  the  plain  is  fomcwhat  higher,  but  sirtwi:i. 
in  return  exceflively  dry,  fo  that  they  arc  obliged  to  moiftcn 
it  by  means  of  canals  which  conduft  the  water  from  the 
rivulets  or  pools.  Beyond  this  fcveral  hillocks  rife,  covered 
with  a dry  parched  earth,  where  fome  fpecies  of  flirivclled 
grafs,  the  cayputi-tree,  and  a few  fhrubs  thrive,  at  a great 
diftance  afunder;  and  from  thence  upwards,  the  interior- 
mountains  arc  almoft  entirely  deftitute  of  vegetable  earth  in 
many  places,  and  confift  of  a fliining  red  glimmer,  and 
large  pieces  of  quartz.  The  nature  of  this  foil  cannot  give 
luxuriance  to  the  growth  of  vegetables  ; on  the  contrary, 
it  is  rather  furprifing,  that  fuch  a variety  of  fpecies  fpring 
up  in  it,  as  we  met  with,  though  they  are  for  the  greateft 
part  dry,  and  of  a very  homely  appearance.  Only  the 
woods  on  fome  parts  of  the  plain,  are  filled  with  flirubberies, 
bind-weeds,  gay  flowers,  and  tufted  flrady  trees.  It  is  eafy 
to  be  conceived,  that  the  contrail  between  Nova  Caledonia, 
and  the  New  Hebrides,  was  very  flriking  to  us,  who  had 
fo  lately  vifited  thofe  rich  and  fertile  iflands,  where  the 
vegetable  kingdom  glories  in  its  greateft  pcrfetflion.  The 
difference  in  the  charafler  of  the  people  was  no  lefs  fur- 
prifing. All  the  natives  of  the  South  Sea  iflands,  excepting 
thofe  only  which  Tafman  found  on  Tonga-Tabbao  and 

Namoka*,  made  fome  attempt  to  drive  away  the  ftrangers 

» 

* And  thofe  perhaps  had  been  informed  of  what  had  pafled  between  Ie  Maire, 
end  the  natives  of  Horne,  Cocos,  and  Traitors  Itiand,  fome  years  before. 
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who  came  to  vifit  them.  But  the  people  of  New  Caledonia 
at  the  firft  fight  of  us,  received  us  as  friends  ; they  ventured 
to  come  on  board  our  fhip,  without  the  lead  marks  of  fear 
or  diftruft,  and  differed  us  to  ramble  freely  throughout 
their  country  as  far  as  we  plcafcd.  They  refembled  mod 
the  people  of  Tanna  in  colour,  and  the  woollincfs  of  their 
hair  ; but  their  ftature  was  fuperior,  their  limbs  in  general 
more  flout,  their  features  more  mild,  open,  and  inoffenfive  ; 
and  their  cufloms  in  many  refpe&s  very  different.  The 
peculiar  character  of  their  faces  may  be  feen  in  the  ac- 
curate portraits  which  Mr.  Hodges  has  drawn  of  each  fex, 
and  which  are  engraved  for  captain  Cook’s  account  of  this 
voyage.  A juft  idea  of  the  country  may  likewife  be  formed, 
by  confulting  the  views  which  that  ingenious  artift  has 
copied  from  nature.  There  is,  however,  fome  fimilarity 
between  their  manufa&ures,  and  thofe  of  Tanna  ; efpecially 
in  the  fliape  of  their  arms,  in  the  ufe  of  the  rope  or  bccket, 
(fee  p.  279.)  to  throw  the  fpear,  in  the  nature  of  the  orna- 
ments which  they  wear,  and  particularly  in  what  I have 
mentioned  p.  277,  and  p.  383*.  The  language,  which  on 
thefe  occafions  is  the  fureft  guide,  is  totally  dillbnant ; their 
dwellings  arc  of  a different  conftrudlion,  and  their  mode  of 
living  feems  to  correfpond  only  in  a few  inftanccs.  The 

• Their  arms,  their  cap,  their  beckct,  and  various  other  articles  have  been 
accurately  drawn  and  engraved,  under  my  father’s  infpoftion,  for  captain  Cook’s 
account  of  this  voyage, 
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people  of  Tanna  are  rich,  in  comparifon  with  thofe  of  New  sirr*M*i*. 
Caledonia ; their  plantations  furnifh  them  with  abundance 
of  vegetables,  and  if  thefe  fhould  fail,  the  woods  on  their 
fca-fhore  are  full  of  coco-palms,  which  offer  an  ample  fforc 
of  fruits.  At  New  Caledonia,  the  plantations  yield  in  mod 
places  a fcanty  produce  ; and  the  wild  country,  as  far  as 
we  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  it,  does  not  contain 
a fingle  article  which  could  be  deemed  of  great  fervice.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  people  of  New  Caledonia  feem  to  be 
great  fifhermen,  and  the  reefs  round  their  ifland,  give  them 
excellent  opportunities  for  this  purpofc,  and  arc  doubtlefs 
at  certain  feafons,  the  refort  of  turtles.  As  nature  has  been 
fo  fparing  here  of  her  gifts,  it  is  the  mod  furprifing,  that 
inftcad  of  feeing  the  inhabitants  favage,  diftruftful,  and 
warlike  as  at  Tanna,  we  fhould  find  them  peaceable,  well- 
difpofed,  and  unfufpicious.  It  is  not  lefs  remarkable,  that 
in  fpite  of  the  drought  which  prevails  in  their  country,  and 
the  fcanty  fupply  of  vegetable  food,  they  fhould  have  at- 
tained to  a greater  fize,  and  a more  mufcular  body.  Per- 
haps inflead  of  placing  the  caufes  which  effeft  difparity  of 
llature  among  various  nations  in  the  difference  of  food, 
this  inftance  ought  to  teach  us,  to  have  fome  retrofpefl  like- 
wife  to  the  original  races  from  which  thofe  tribes  arc  def- 
cended,  that  fell  under  our  examination.  Let  us  for  inftance 
fuppofe,  that  the  people  of  New  Caledonia  are  the  offspring 
of  a nation,  who  by  living  in  affluence,  and  in  a genial 
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SLrTUMSEr  climate,  have  not  been  dinted  in  their  growth  ; the  colony 
which  removed  into  the  barren  foil  of  New  Caledonia,  will 
probably  preferve  the  habit  of  body  of  their  ancedors  for 
many  generations.  The  people  of  Tanna  may  have  under- 
gone a contrary  revolution,  and  being  defeended  of  a dender 
and  fhort  race,  like  the  Mallicollefe,  the  richnefs  of  their 
prefent  country  may  not  yet  entirely  have  taken  effctd. 
Thefe  hints  are  fubmitted  to  the  learned,  whofe  province  it 
is  to  confirm  or  refute  them;  but  on  which  fide  foever  the 
truth  may  fall,  I fliall  red  equally  contented,  as  I have 
adopted  no  particular  fydem. 

The  inoffenfive  character  of  the  people  of  New  Caledonia 
appears  to  great  advantage  in  their  conduft  towards  us. 
They  are  the  only  people  in  the  South  Seas  who  have  not 
had  reafon  to  complain  of  our  arrival  among  them.  When 
we  confider  how  eafy  it  is  to  provoke  the  mariner  to  fport 
with  the  lives  of  Indians,  from  the  numerous  examples 
throughout  this  narrative,  we  mud  acknowledge  that  it  re- 
quired an  uncommon  degree  of  good  temper,  not  to  draw 
upon  themfelves  a fingle  aid  of  brutality.  Thofe  philofo- 
phers  who  are  of  opinion  that  the  temper,  the  manners,  and 
genius  of  a people,  depend  entirely  upon  the  climate,  will 
be  at  alofs  to  account  for  the  peaceful  character  of  the  in- 
. habitants  of  New  Caledonia.  If  we  admit  that  they  are 
only  drangers  to  diftruft,  becaufe  they  have  little  to  lofc,  we 
fhall  not  folve  the  difficulty ; fince  the  people  of  New  Hol- 
land, 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


4-9 


land,  under  the  influence  of  a fimilar  climate  and  foil,  and 
in  a more  wretched  fituation  than  the  inhabitants  of  New 
Caledonia,  are  favage  and  unfociable.  The  different  cha- 
rafters  of  nations  feem  therefore  to  depend  upon  a multi- 
tude of  different  caufes,  which  have  aifted  together  during  a 
feries  of  many  ages.  The  inhabitants  of  New  Caledonia  do 
not  owe  their  kind  difpolition  to  a total  ignorance  of  wars 
and  difputes  ; the  variety  of  their  ofienfive  weapons  being 
alone  fufficient  to  put  this  matter  out  of  doubt.  By  con- 
vening with  them  we  learnt  that  they  have  enemies,  and 
that  the  people  of  an  ifland  called  Mingha  had  a very  different 
charafler  from  their  own.  I was  once  in  a boat  with  cap- 
tain Cook  and  Mr.  Wales,  when  one  of  the  natives  acquainted 
us  by  very  fignificant  and  intelligible  gefturcs,  that  they 
had  enemies  who  feafted  on  human  fleflr  •,  and  the  be- 
haviour of  the  inhabitants  of  Balabeea,  on  feeing  our  peo- 
ple cat  fait  beef,  which  they  miftook  for  human  flefli,  con- 
tributes to  prove  that  fuch  a cuflom  is  not  unknown  to 
them,  and  that  they  look  upon  it  with  horror  and  detefta- 
tion.  Civilization  is  therefore  much  farther  advanced  in 
this  refpctfl:  among  them,  than  with  their  more  opulent 
neighbours.  That  higher  degree  of  culture,  where  the  un- 
derftanding  is  fuflicicntly  enlightened  to  remove  the  unjuft 
contempt  fliewn  to  the  fair  fete,  is  however  unknown  to 
them  ; their  temper  is  too  grave  to  be  captivated  by  female 
blandiftimcnts,  or  to  fet  a proper  value  upon  the  refined  en- 
joyments 
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joymcnts  of  life.  They  are  obliged  to  work  hard,  at  times, 
for  the  means  of  fubttftcncc ; but  their  leifure  hours  are 
fpent  in  indolence,  without  thofc  little  recreations  which 
contribute  fo  much  to  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  and  dif- 
fufe  a fpirit  of  chccrfulnefs  and  vivacity  throughout  the 
Society  and  Friendly  Iflands.  BeGdes  the  little  whittle 
which  I have  mentioned  above,  wc  never  faw  a mufical  in- 
ftrument  among  the  people  of  New  Caledonia.  Their 
dances  and  fongs  are  equally  unknown  to  us  ; and  what  we 
obferved  during  our  fliort  ftay,  gave  us  reafon  to  fuppofe, 
that  even  laughter  is  an  uncommon  gueft  among  them. 
They  are  likewife  niggards  of  fpeech,  and  we  rarely  met 
with  individuals  among  them,  who  took  a plcafure  in  hold- 
ing convcrfe  with  us.  Their  language  therefore  feems  to 
be  uncultivated,  and  their  pronunciation  fo  indiftinCt,  that 
the  vocabularies  which  feveral  of  our  fhipmates  collected, 
difagreed  remarkably.  Though  they  have  few  harfh  con- 
fonants,  they  have  a frequent  return  of  gutturals  and  fome- 
times  a nafal  found,  or  rlinifmus,  which  commonly  puzzled 
thofe  who  were  not  acquainted  with  any  other  language 
than  the  Englilh.  Perhaps,  their  plantations  lying  remote 
from  each  other,  are  the  means  of  preventing  that  familiar 
intercourfe  which  would  gradually  give  life  to  the  pleafures 
of  fociety.  As  their  country  feems  not  to  be  very  fit  for 
agriculture,  the  belt  means  to  forward  civilization  among 
them  might  be  the  introduction  of  quadrupeds,  fuch  as 

they 
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they  (hould  not  find  it  difficult  to  maintain  ; for  inftancc,  a smtemm*. 
few  hogs,  to  keep  near  their  huts,  and  goats  to  run  wild. 

The  latter  in  all  probabilily  would  thrive  extremely  well 
in  that  dry  climate,  and  afford  an  excellent  article  of 
food. 

That  fimplicity  which  is  remarkable  in  their  domcftic 
life,  cannot  fail  to  be  confpicuous  in  their  government. 
Tcabooma  was  acknowledged  as  a chief  in  the  diftridt  op- 
pofite  the  fliip’s  anchoring-place ; but  the  poverty  of  the 
country  did  not  afford  him  great  and  cxclufive  advantages, 
and  luxury  being  hitherto  unknown,  he  lived  like  the  reft 
of  his  countrymen.  Among  a people  fo  fimplc  we  cannot 
expedt  exterior  marks  of  deference  ; and  the  only  adl  which 
feemed  to  indicate  a certain  degree  of  homage  on  their  parr, 
confiftcd  in  delivering  to  the  chief,  the  prefents  which  they 
had  received  from  Mr.  Pickerfgill  at  their  firft  interview'. 

The  neighbouring  diftricls  are  not  under  the  government 
of  Tcabooma,  and  probably  have  their  own  chiefs ; or  per- 
haps each  family  forms  a little  kingdom  of  its  own,  which 
is  directed  by  its  patriarch,  as  rauft  be  the  cafe  in  all  infant 
Rates.  We  cannot  attempt  to  extend  our  obfervations  to  the 
religion  of  tiie  natives,  of  which,  in  the  fpacc  of  eight  days, 
we  had  no  opportunity  of  acquiring  any  information.  We 
did  not  obferve  any  thing  which  might  diftantly  be  con- 
ftrued  into  a religious  adt,  nor  remark  a fingle  cuflom 
which  had  the  lcaft  colour  of  fuperftition.  Probably  the 
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fimplicity  of  their  ideas  on  this  fubjett,  correfponds  with  the 
whole  tenour  of  their  charatftcr.  There  is  nothing  to  dif- 
provc  this  fuppofnion,  unlefs  the  flight  marks  which  poinc 
out  their  burying-placcs,  fhould  be  deemed  indications  that 
fome  ceremonies  attend  their  funerals.  Death,  the  moft 
remarkable  feene  in  the  occonomy  of  human  affairs,  is 
commonly  honoured  with  fome  unufual  ad  by  the  fur- 
vivors ; and  grief  is  particularly  apt  to  be  extravagant.  It 
remains  unknown  whether  the  mortality  is  great  or  mo- 
derate at  New  Caledonia,  and  what  difeafes  are  moft  fatal  in 
that  ifland.  We  faw  no  other  than  the  clcphantiafls,  a fort 
of  leprofy,  which  I have  already  mentioned,  and  which  was 
very  common.  However,  I never  obferved  this  evil  in  fo 
violent  a degree,  that  the  patient  feemed  to  be  in  danger  of 
loflng  his  life  by  it.  Upon  the  whole,  a great  multitude 
of  difeafes  arc  the  confcqucnccs  of  unbounded  luxury,  and 
cannot  take  place  among  perfons  fo  little  refined  as  thofc 
of  New  Caledonia.  I faw  fome  among  them  whofe  grey 
hair  and  wrinkles  indicated  a great  age;  but  it  was  im- 
poflible  to  converfe  with  them  upon  fuch  an  abftrad  idea 
as  age,  fuppofing  they  took  the  pains  to  number  their 
years.  We  were  not  able  to  make  ourfelvcs  underftood 
when  vve  attempted  to  make  enquiries  at  Taheitee  concern  - 
ing  the  age  of  the  inhabitants,  though  our  knowledge  of 
their  language  was  very  extenfive,  when  compared  with  the 
few  words  which  we  had  fnatched  up  in  hafte  on  New 
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Caledonia.  After  thefe  few  remarks,  I refume  the  narrative  siftem*™. 
of  the  voyage. 

We  fleered  between  the  north  and  weft,  along  the  reefs 
which  enclofe  New  Caledonia,  in  order  to  afcertain  the  pofi- 
tion  of  lands  which  we  had  indiftindtly  feen  in  that 
quarter.  Having  advanced  towards  Balabeea,  we  found  the 
reefs  running  northerly,  and  in  fome  places  near  fix  leagues 
from  the  fhore.  Man  of  war  bird*,  boobies,  and  tropic 
birds  frequented  this  part  of  the  fea  in  great  numbers,  ho- 
vering about  our  fhip.  We  difcOvered  on  the  ijth,  that  TSurfday  ij; 
there  were  three  iflands  to  the  north  of  the  weft  end  of 
New  Caledonia ; but,  as  the  reef  extended  very  far  to  the 
eaft  of  them,  and  we  could  find  no  pafTage,  it  was  impofli- 
ble  to  form  an  cxatt  idea  of  their  figure  and  extent.  The 
largeft  of  them  might  be  about  feven  leagues  long.  We 
were  becalmed  on  the  i.jth,  within  four  miles  of  the  reef, 
towards  which  a heavy  fwell  drifted  us  very  vifibly.  In 
order  to  prevent  ftriking  on  thefe  dangerous  rocks,  we 
hoifted  out  two  boats,  and  the  crew  were  obliged  to  labour 
very  hard  to  tow  the  fhip  off.  A faint  breeze  in  the  even-' 
ing  gave  them  fome  refpite,  but  at  midnight  they  were 
obliged  to  return  to  their  work,  releafing  each  other  from 
time  to  time.  The  morning  was  fo  calm  that  we  went  out  * Friday  ■<. 
to  fhoot  birds,  but  had  little  fuccefs.  We  did  not  obtain  a 
breeze  till  the  evening  came  on,  and  thep,  inftead  of  lofing 
our  tin^c  in  fatther  rcfearches  to  the  northward,  where  we 
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siftILik.  tried  in  vain  to  find  a paffage,  we  left  that  part,  and  prepared 
to  range  the  fouth-eaft  end  of  New  Caledonia.  The  nor- 
thernmoft  lands,  which  we  had  feen,  lie  in  i 90  37'  S.  and 

163°  40'  E. 

Ciiuntijr  .7.  The  next  morning  we  pafled  the  diftridl  of  Balladd, 
where  we  had  lain  at  anchor.  Repeated  calms  rendered  our 
courfc  very  tedious  we  did  not  advance  above  twenty 
leagues  in  two  days,  and  ftill  feeing  the  land  to  tire  fouth  of 
us,  were  apprehenfive  of  coming  late  to  New  Zeeland, 
wlvere  it  was  now  faid  we  fhould  prepare  for  the  laft  fouth- 
ern  cruize.  We  continued  however  Handing  to  the  eaft- 
ward,and  fomewhat  foutherly,  having  gentle  breezes  which 
lafted  feveral  hours,  between  the  calm  intervals.  On  the 
flrturtf>T  »»•  a2^>  *n  ^ie  evening,  we  faw  a remarkable  bluff  point  on 
the  land,  which  was  named  Cape  Coronation,  in  commemo- 
ration of  that  day.  The  reefs  which  had  enclofcd  the 
northern  coafts  of  New  Caledonia,  did  not  extend  to  this 
part ; but  as  we  had  hitherto  kept  at  the  diflanc  of  four  or 
five  leagues,  we  could  not  difeern  any  thing  of  the  nature 
of  the  country,  except  that  the  ridge  of  mountains  continued 
to  run  along  of  the  fame  height  as  near  our  anchoring- 
place,  and  without  any  remarkable  prominences  or  peaks. 

^*In  the  morning  we  faw  a fpot  of  ground,  which  could  not 
be  lefs  than  half  a mile  in  length,  from  whence  a quantity 

V 

of  fmoke  afeended.  The  fea  coaft  near  it  was  covered  with 
innumerable  columnar  forms,  of  a confiderable  height, 
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which  wc  diftinguifhed  by  the  help  of  our  glaflcs.  Some 
of  them  Rood  remote  from  each  other,  but  far  the  greater 
part  were  placed  in  clofe,  and  feemingly  compaCt,  groups. 
The  nature  of  the  pillars  of  Bafaltes,  which  are  found  in 
many  parts  of  the  world  *,  gave  us  fome  reafon  to  look 
upon  thefe  extraordinary  appearances  as  fo  many  colonnades 
of  Bafaltes ; and  having  fo  lately  feen  fevcral  volcanoes  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  one  fo  near  as  Tanna,  we  were 
greatly  ftrengthened  in  this  opinion,  it  being  averted  by 
the  moft  judicious  and  experienced  mineralogifls,  that  ba- 
faltes is  a volcanic  production.  In  the  evening,  having  left 
Cape  Coronation  aftern,  we  difeerned  a vaft  quantity  of 
thefe  columnar  forms  projecting  into  the  fea,  on  a flat  point. 

Early  on  the  24th,  wc  came  in  fight  of  a cape  which 
terminated  New  Caledonia  to  the  caft  j it  was  rather  fteep, 
but  of  no  great  height,  and  perfectly  level  at  the  top  to  a 
confiderable  diflance.  A number  of  pillars  flood  upon  ir, 
which  fomething  invalidated  the  opinion  of  their  being 
bafalt-columns.  This  cape,  which  captain  Cook  named 
Queen  Charlotte’s  Foreland,  lies  in  220  iy'S.  and  167° 

1 $ E.  In  the  evening,  towards  fix  o’clock,  another  ifland 
was  difeovered  far  to  the  fouth-eaft  from  the  maft-head,  and 
the  next  morning  feveral  fmall  iflands  appeared  between'' 

* Near  Afluan,  or  Sycne,  in  Upper  Egypt;  at  Bolfcna  in  Italy;  near  Hadic  in 
Arabia  Felix;  at  Hildelhcim,  Stolpcn,  and  Vaucr,  in  different  parts  of  Germany; 
in  the  Hebrides  of  Scotland ; and  in  the  county  of  Antrim  in  Ireland. 
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im’imVe*.  New  Caledonia  and  this  new  difcovery,  which  the  inftabi- 
lity  of  the  wind  would  not  permit  us  to  examine.  We  ob- 
ferved,  however,  that  a great  reef  enclofed  thefe  iflands, 
which  feemed  entirely  to  preclude  a paffage,  and  obliged 
us  to  (land  on  to  the  caftward,  in  order  to  weather  all  the 
diftant  land  in  fight.  This  part  of  our  cruize  was  ex- 
tremely difagreeablc  and  tantalizing ; we  longed  to  have  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  country,  and  were  at  prefent 
in  great  diflrefs  for  frdh  food.  A fcanty  portion  of  yams 
remained,  which  were  eaten  as  dainties  at  the  officers 
tables ; but  the  crew  had  not  tailed  any  refreffiments  fince 
our  departure  from  Namoka.  The  appearance  of  new 
lands  made  but  little  amends  for  the  involuntary  fall 
which  we  kept,  and  only  fupported  our  hopes  of  making 
fome  fortunate  difcovery,  which  might  perhaps  offer  us 
frclh  fupplies. 

We  did  not  obtain  a fettled  breeze  till  the  26  th  in  the 
evening,  when  we  immediately  began  to  ply  to  windward, 
in  order  to  double  the  large  ifland  before  us.  It  confilled 
of  a mountain  of  lefs  elevation  than  New  Caledonia,  and 
eafy  of  afeent,  every  where  furrounded  by  flat  land,  on  which 
the  columnar  bodies  were  innumerable.  As  we  made  fe- 
veral  trips  within  two  miles  in-lhore,  we  were  at  lall  con- 
vinced that  they  were  nothing  clfe  than  trees,  which  on  a 
prodigious  tall  Hera  had  Ihort  and  flender  branches,  not  dif- 
ccrnible  at  a diilance. 

We 
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We  doubled  the  eaftermoft  extremity  of  this  ifland,  and 
of  its  reefs,  on  the  28th,  at  day-break,  and  then  bore  away 
along  its  fouth-eaft  fhore.  Captain  Cook  gave  it  the  name 
of  Ifle  of  Pines,  fufpedling  the  columnar  trees  upon  it  to  be 
of  that  kind.  It  feems  to  be  about  eighteen  leagues  in 
circumference,  and  the  middle  is  fituated  in  22  0 40'  S.  and 
167°  40'  E.  The  fouth-eaft  wind,  which  had  now  fet  in 
very  frefh,  cooled  the  air  fo  much  in  this  latitude,  that  the 
thermometer  funk  to  68°,  which  caufed  a difagreeable  fen- 
fation  to  our  bodies,  long  ufed  to  a warmer  climate.  The 
next  day  we  found  a paflage  between  feveral  reefs,  and 
came  to  an  anchor  off  a little  ifland,  not  above  two  miles 
in  circuit,  which  was  covered  with  tall  columnar  trees, 
though  it  was  intirely  flat  and  fandy.  The  fouth  end  of 
New  Caledonia  was  not  above  fix  leagues  diftant  from 

hence,  and  the  fouthern  coaft  of  that  ifland  feemed  to  run 

• : 1 

nearly  parallel  to  the  northern,  giving  the  whole  a long, 
narrow  fhape.  This  fouth  point,  which  was  called  the 
Prince  of  Wales’s  Foreland,  lies  in  22 0 30' S.  and  1 66° 
5 8'  E. 

We  hoifted  a boat  out  immediately,  and  rowed  to  the 
little  iflet,  which  was  about  a mile  and  a half  from  us.  It 
wa3  furrounded  with  a fmall  reef  of  its  own,  in  which  we 
found  a narrow  paflage,  containing  many  rocks,  notwith- 
ftanding  which  we  landed  with  fafety.  The  tall  trees  im- 
mediately demanded  our  firft  attention,  and  we  found  that 
\ 
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h'im»eh.  they  belonged  to  the  genus  of  cypreffes.  They  were  re- 
markably ftrait,  and  at  lead  ninety  or  a hundred  feet  high. 
Their  branches  grew  round  the  ftem,  forming  little  tufts,  but 
feldom  exceeded  the  length  of  ten  feet,  and  were  very  {lender 
in  proportion.  A variety  of  other  trees  and  fhrubs  grew 
up  between  them,  and  rendered  this  little  fpot  the  refort  of 
a great  number  of  birds.  We  faw  here  alfo  fome  fcurvjr- 
grafs,  and  another  plant  ( tetragonia J,  which  we  commonly 
made  ufe  of  at  New  Zeeland  in  our  foups.  Captain  Cook 
returned  to  the  Ihip  with  us,  after  this  difeovery,  intending 
to  land  again  after  dinner,  in  order  to  cut  down  fome  of 
the  trees,  and  to  coiled!:  fome  greens.  We  met  with  a va- 
riety of  plants  in  the  afternoon,  which  quite  furprifed  us, 
on  fuch  a confined  fpot.  We  alfo  Crw  fome  fire-places  on 
its  fandy  fhorcs,  on  which  lay  the  remains  of  feveral  tur- 
tles, which  had  probably  afforded  a delicious  repaft  to  fome 
of  the  natives.  A fpecies  of  hawk  was  {hot,  which  proved 
to  be  the  common  falco  baliaetos,  or  ofprey  * ; a kind  of  fly- 
catcher like  wife  fell  into  our  hands,  which  was  not  known 
before  ; but  befides  this  we  faw  feveral  large  beautiful  pi- 
geons, which  we  could  not  £hoot.  Flat-tailed  water-fnakes 
(unguis  platura)  were  likewife  numerous  upon  the  ifland. 
The  cyprefs-trees  were  found  to  be  exceeding  good  timber, 
and  the  younger  ones  were  very  elaflic,  and  fit  for  fludding 

* See  Mr.  Pennant's  BritiO*.  Zoology. 
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fail-booms.  After  rambling  about  this  little  fpot  till  near 
fumfet,  we  all  returned  on  board,  and  at  day-light  the  next 
morning,  weighed  the  anchor,  and  failed  llowly  on  to  clear 
the  reefs.  Captain  Cook  gave  this  little  iflet  the  name  of 
Botany  Ifland,  becaufe  it  contained  in  fo  fmall  a fpace  a 
Jkra  of  near  thirty  fpecies,  among  which  we  faw  fcvernl 
npw  ones.  Its  fituation  is  nearly  2 20  28'  S.  and  167° 
1 6'  E.  Its  foil  is  very  fandy  on  the  Ihores,  but  in  the  in- 
terior part  mixed  with  vegetable  earth,  from  the  trees  and 
plants  which  continually  decay  on  it,  without  being  cleared 
away  by  human  induftry.  Whilft  we  lay  at  anchor,  the 
firft  lieutenant  caught  a fifli,  exadtly  of  the  fame  fpecies 
with  that  which  poifoned  captain  Cook,  my  father,  and 
myfelf.  He  ordered  it  to  be  cleaned  and  boiled,  in  fpite  of 
the  earned;  reprefentations  of  all  his  mefiinates,  who  warned 
him  againd  its  pernicious  eflfe&s.  It  was  at  lad  fet  before 
him,  by  his  pofitive  orders,  and  his  friends  found  no  other 
means  to  fave  him,  than  to  ridicule  his  mad  defign.  Their 
humorous  and  fatirical  remarks  had  a better  effect  than 
friendly  admonitions,  and  he  defided  from  the  attempt. 
A little  dog  was,  however,  unfortunate  enough  to  eat  of  the 
entrails  of  the  fifli,  and  lay  feveral  days  in  fuch  exquifite 
torments,  that  it  was  at  lad  thrown  overboard,  to  put  an 
end  to  its  pain  and  mifery.  This  circumftance  proves  to 
what  great  didrefles  we  were  now  driven  for  want  of  frefh 
food,  fince  even  the  rifk  of  being  poifoned.  was  made  light 
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of,  for  the  fake  of  a fingle  meal.  All  our  officers,  who 
had  made  feveral  voyages  round  the  world,  and  experienced 
a multiplicity  of  hardffiips,  acknowledged  at  prcfent,  that 
all  their  former  fufferings  were  not  to  be  compared  to  thofe 
of  the  prefent  voyage,  and  that  they  had  never  before  fo 
thoroughly  loathed  a fait  diet.  Captain  Cook  had  made  a 
provifion  of  dried  hams  for  the  voyage,  which  by  length  of 
time  were  much  corrupted  ; all  the  fat  being  converted  into 
a rancid  oil,  and  the  fait  having  filled  the  fleffi  with  a quan- 
tity of  alkaline  concretions  like  tartar.  However,  as  often 
as  this  putrid  and  loathfome  meat  was  carried  to  table, 
which  happened  once  a week,  the  petty  officers  devoured 
it  with  willful  looks,  and  fpoke  of  our  good  fortune  fo 
feelingly,  that  it  would  have  given  pain  to  a favage.  It  was 
owing  to  our  having  fuch  an  excellent  prefervative  as  four* 
krout  on  board,  that  the  feurvy  did  not  at  this  time  make 
any  confiderable  progrefs  among!!  us  ; but  our  fituation  was 
indeed  wretched  enough,  without  the  additional  horrors  of 
difeafe. 

We  were  becalmed  in  the  evening  among  the  reefs, 
which  furrounded  us  on  all  fides,  and  made  our  fituation 
dangerous,  on  account  of  the  tides  and  currents,  as  well  as 
for  want  of  anchoring-ground,  having  founded  in  vain 
with  a line  of  i so  fathoms.  At  half  paft  feven  o’clock 
we  faw  a ball  of  fire  to  the  northward,  in  fize  and  fplendor 
refcmbling  the  fun,  though  fomewhat  paler.  It  burft  a 
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few  moments  after,  and  left  behind  it  feveral  bright  fparks, 
of  which  the  largcft,  of  an  oblong  fhape,  moved  quickly 
out  of  our  horizon,  whilft;  a kind  of  bluifh  flame  followed, 
and  marked  its  courfe.  Some  heard  a hiding  noife,  which 
accompanied  the  fwift  defeent  of  this  meteor.  Our  fliip- 
mates  expected  a frefh  gale  after  its  appearance,  having  fre- 
quently obferved  the  fame  to  enfue  upon  fimilar  occafions. 
.And  in  faCt,  whatever  may  be  the  relation  between  this 
phamomenon,  and  the  motion  of  the  atmofphere,  or  whe- 
ther it  was  accident,  their  predictions  were  verified  the  fame 
night.  A brifk  gale  fprung  up,  which  fettled  at  fouth,  the 
next  morning,  and  permitted  us  to  direct  our  courfe  E.  by  S. 
andr  S.  S.  E.  from  New  Caledonia.  This  ifland,  the  larged 
hitherto  difcovered  in  the  South  Seas  between  the  tropics, 
remains  entirely  unexplored  on  its  fouth  fide.  The  direc- 
tion and  outline  of  its  northern  coafl,  was  fketched  out 
during  the  fhort  time  which  we  could  afford  to  fpend  on 
this  valuable  difeovery  ; but  its  animals,  vegetables,  and 
minerals  flill  remain  untouched,  and  offer  an  ample  field 
to  the  naturalift.  The  appearance  of  cyprefs  trees  on  the 
eaftern  part,  feems  to  prove  that  the  nature  of  the  foil,  and 
the  mineral  productions  are  totally  different  in  that  part, 
from  thofc  of  Balladd,  of  which  we  had  a curfory  view; 
and  from  what  we  faw  on  the  little  fandy  Botany  Ifland,  a 
diftinCt  fet  of  plants  muft  there  cover  the  ground,-  and 
various  unknown  birds  inhabit  the  woods.  Thus  it  flill 
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remains  for  future  navigators,  to  continue  our  difcoveries  is 
the  South  Seas,  and  to  take  more  time  in  inveftigating  their 
produ&ions.  Several  pans  of  the  Pacific  Ocean  are  ftill 
untouched  by  former  tracks  ; for  inflance,  the  fpace  be- 
tween io°  S.  and  the  line,  acrofs  the  whole  ocean,  from 
America  to  New  Britain ; the  fpacc  between  i o°  S and  1 40 
S.  included  between  the  meridian  of  140°  and  160°  W. 
the  fpace  included  between  the  parallels  of  30°  and  io°  S. 
and  the  meridiatvof  140®  and  17 weft*  the  fpace  be- 
tween the  fouthemmoft  of  the  Friendly  Iflands,  and  New 
Caledonia,  and  that  between  New  Caledonia  and  New  Hol- 
land. M.  de  Surville’s  track,  which  I have  mentioned 
vol.  I.  p.  238,.  is  the  only  one  which  lies  between  thefe 
two  countries.  But  New  Guinea,  New  Britain,  and  all* 
the  lands  in  that  neighbourhood,  obvioufly  require  to  be 
more  minutely  examined,  and  would  doubtlefs  reward  the 
navigator  by  & world'  of  new  and  important  difcoveries.  All 
thefe  diftri&s  of  the  South  Sea  being  fearched,  the  northern 
part  of  the  fame  fea  will  require  feveral  voyages  before  it 
can  be  thoroughly  explored. 

It  fell  calm  again  on  the  2d  in  the  forenoon,  and  feveral 
(harks  appearing  about  the  (hip,  one  of  them  was  caught, 
and  divided  inftantly  among  the  whole  (hip’s  company.  We 
had  our  (hare  of  it,  which  the  keen  fauce  of  hunger  made 
very  delicious  to  our  palate,  though  it  was  in  faft  very  oily. 
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We  foon  recovered  a wcfterly  breeze,  which  permitted  us  to 
go  to  the  S.  S.  E.  after  eroding  the  tropic  of  capricorn. 

On  the  fifth  in  the  afternoon,  we  had  fight  of  two  al- 
batroffes  again,  being  between  the  26th  and  27  th  degree  of 
fouth  latitude.  The  calm  which  happened  the  day  after, 
permitted  our  officers  to  go  out  in  a boat,  in  order  to  flioot 
fome  birds  i but  after  toiling  the  whole  day,  they  brought 
on  board  only  four,  of  which  two  were  petrels,  and  two 
albatrofles.  We  were  now  once  more  on  the  confines  of 
the  eaftcrly  trade-wind,  which  fo  near  the  folftice  became 
variable  as  foon  as  we  had  palled  the  tropic.  On  the  7 th 
in  the  afternoon,  we  had  a gentle  breeze  with  which  we 
failed  between  the  fouth  and  weft  ; captain  Cook  being 
defirous  to  fall  in  with  the  weft  coaft  of  New  Zeeland,  in 
order  to  efcape  the  fame  difficulties  which  we  had  expe- 
rienced the  year  before  in  going  into  Cook’s  Strait.  In 
the  evening  of  the  8th,  a numerous  Ihoal  of  large  por- 
pefles  palled  the  Ihip,  and  played  about  it,  leaping  frequently 
out  of  the  water.  One  of  them  was  ftruck  with  an  har- 
poon, and  by  giving  it  a great  deal  of  line,  we  had  time 
to  hoift  a boat  out,  and  to  kill  it  with  five  mulket  fhot. 
It  was  of  that  fpecies  which  the  ancients  called  the  dol- 
phin *,  and  which,  with  the  common  porpefs,  is  found  in 
every  fca.  It  was  fix  feet  long,  and  its  dugs  were  full  of 
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milk,  it  being  a viviparous  animal  of  the  clafs  which  fuckle 
their  own  young.  It  was  cut  up  the  next  morning,  and 
the  meat  diftributed  to  the  flnp’s  company  ; its  colour  was 
not  very  inviting,  being  almofl;  black  ; but  its  tafte  after 
cutting  away  all  the  fat,  was  very  like  beef,  only  fomewhat 
dry.  We  dined  on  it  very  heartily,  and  were  very  well 
contented  with  our  good  fortune.  We  faw  land  the  fame 
morning,  which  proved  to  be  a fmall  ifland,  of  moderate 
elevation,  wholly  covered  with  cyprefs-trees,  refembling 
thofc  we  had  found  on  Botany  Ifland.  We  had  foundings 
at  a good  diftancc,  in  twenty  fathom  more  or  lefs,  and 
about  nine  o’clock  were  abreaft  of  it.  It  feemed  to  be 
about  two  or  three  miles  long,  was  very  fteep,  almoft  en- 
tirely covered  with  woods,  and  to  appearance  uninhabited. 
Many  aquatic  fowls  of  diflerent  fpecies  were  obferved  about 
it,  which  gave  us  hopes  of  making  at  leaf!  a provifion  of 
another  frefli  meal.  We  haflened  to  finifh  our  dinner,  and 
went  on  fhore  with  captain  Cook  in  two  boats.  Several 
large  broken  rocks  projedt  into  the  fea  from  the  ifland,  on 
all  Cdes.  We  were  fortunate  enough  to  find  a little  cove 
fo  well  fheltered  by  fome  of  thefe  rocks,  that  our  boats  lay 
very  fafe  in  it,  and  were  able  to  land  without  wetting  a 
foot.  A heap  of  large  Hones  formed  a kind  of  beach,  be- 
yond which  the  fhore  rofe  very  fleep,  and  in  fome  parts 
perpendicular.  We  found  a little  rill  which  defeended  in 
a cleft  between  two  hills  and  following  the  courfe  of  it, 
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we  penetrated  into  the  woods  with  great  difficulty,  through 
a thick  tiflue  of  bindweeds  and  climbers.  However,  as 
faen  as  we  had  palled  through  this  outward  fence,  we 
found  the  fared  tolerably  clear  of  underwood,  and  had 
not  the  lead  difficulty  to  walk  forwards.  The  rocks  of  this 
ifland  confided  of  the  common  yellowifh  clayey  done, 
which  we  had  found  at  New  Zeeland ; and  in  fome  places 
we  met  with  fmall  bits  of  porous  reddiffi  lava,  which 
feemed  to  be  decaying,  but  made  us  fufpeCt  this  ifland  to 
have  had  a volcano.  The  vegetables  which  we  found 
upon  it,  throve  with  great  luxuriance  in  a rich  dratum  of 
black  mould,  accumulated  during  ages  pad,  from  decaying 
trees  and  plants.  The  greated  number  of  fpecies  which 
we  met  with  were  well  known  to  us,  as  belonging  to  the 
dora  of  New  Zeeland,  but  they  appeared  here  with  all 
the  advantages  which  a milder  climate,  and  an  exuberant 
foil  could  give  them.  The  New  Zeeland  flag  (phermium 
trnax),  (hot  flalks  eight  or  nine  feet  high,  having  flowers 
much  larger  and  brighter  than  we  had  feen  at  Queen  Char- 
lotte’s Sound.  The  produftions  of  New  Zeeland  were  here 
united  to  thofc  of  New  Caledonia,  and  the  New  Hebrides  ; 
for  the  cyprefs  of  the  one,  and  the  cabbage  palm  which 
we  had  feen  in  the  latter,  flourilhed  here  in  the  greatefl 
perfection.  It  was  chiefly  on  thefe  two  fpecie9,  that  we 
beflowed  our  attention  ; the  former  fupplied  the  carpenter 
with  fcvcral  fpare  booms,  and  pieces  of  timber ; and  the 
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latter  offered  us  a mofl  welcome  and  palatable  refirdhment. 
We  cut  down  feveral  of  them,  and  took  on  board  the  cen- 
tral fhoot,  or  heart,  which  in  tafle  more  refembles  aa 
almond  than  a cabbage.  The  animal  creation,  like  the 
vegetable,  confided  chiefly  of  the  fame  fpecies  which  we 
found  at  New  Zeeland.  The  parrots  and  parroquets  were 
infinitely  brighter  coloured,  though  evidently  of  the  fame 
fpecies  ; but  the  pigeon  was  exactly  the  fame.  We  found 
befides  thefe,  a number  of  fmall  birds,  peculiar  to  this  fpor, 
fome  of  which  were  very  beautiful.  On  the  beach  we  found 
feveral  fucculent  plants,  fuch  as  a fpecies  of  tetragonia,  and 
a mefembrymfbemum,  of  which  we  gathered  a quantity  to  boil 
in  our  foups.  The  melody  of  the  birds  was  very  pleating 
in  this  little  deferted  fpot,  which  if  it  had  been  of  a greater 
fize,  would  have  been  unexceptionable  for  an  European  fettle- 
ment.  We  put  off  from  it  late  in  the  evening,  and  when 
we  arrived  on  board,  we  greatly  regretted  that  we  had  not 
thought  of  leaving  a hog  of  each  fex,  which  would  doubtlefs 
have  propagated  undifturbed,  and  in  the  fpace  of  a few 
years  flocked  the  ifland,  fo  as  to  become  ufeful  to  future 
navigators.  Captain  Cook  gave  this  pretty  little  fpot,  the 
name  of  Norfolk  Ifland}  it  is  fituated  in  290  z 30"  S.  and 
16  8°  1 6'  E.  Whilft  we  had  examined  the  woods,  fome 
of  the  boats’  crew  had  been  no  lefs  bufy  in  catching  fifli, 
having  been  fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  a pool,  where 
they  had  come  in  at  high  water.  The  tops  of  the  cab- 
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bagc-palm,  thefe  fifli,  and  the  birds  which  we  had  (hot, 
afforded  us  an,  excellent  refrefhmcnt  for  a day  or  two.  We 
paffed  the  S.  E.  end  of  the  ifland  the  next  morning,  and 
faw  a large  lingle  rock  off  that  end.  We  founded  re- 
peatedly all  the  forenoon,  and  found  bottom  at  thirty  and 
forty  fathom,  to  the  diftance  of  eight  leagues  and  upwards 
from  the  ifland.  The  vail  number  of  boobies,  and  ffiear- 
waters,  which  were  continually  catching,  fi£h  about  us,  by 
darting  down  into  the  fea,  indicated  that  this  was  a kind  of 
fifliing-bank.  At  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  we  were 
out  of  foundings,  and  advanced  with  a freffi  breeze  towards 
New  Zeeland,  where  we  could  expert  to  meet  with  regular 
refrelhments  after  our  tropical  cruize,  which  towards  the 
latter  end  had  greatly  weakened  the  crew,  by  confining  them 
to  a putrid  lalt-diet,  and  which  had  proved  particularly 
fatal  to  the  officers  and  ourfelves,  by  means  of  the  poi- 
fonous  fifhes  that  unfortunately  fell  in  our  way. 

We  made  fuch  fpeed,  attended  by  flocks  of  pintadas,  pe- 
trels, and  albatrofles,  that  we  made  the  coaft  of  New  Zeeland 
on  the  j 7 th,  early  in  the  morning,  after  having  heavy, 
dews  for  two  nights  before,  which  are  commonly  reckoned 
figns  of  land.  The  part  of  New  Zeeland  which  we  now. 
fell  in  with,  was  Mount  Egmont,  that  prodigious  peak, 
which  forms  the  north  point  of  Cook’s  Strait  coming  from 
the  weft.  It  appeared  to  be  covered  with  fnow  and  ice 
nearly  from  the  middle  to  the  fummit,  of  which  we  had 

only 


«»»• 

October, 


Monday  17, 


Digitized  by  Google 


448 


1774- 

0C1CB1.II. 


Tutfday  if. 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

only  a glimpfe  now  and  then,  when  the  clouds  broke 
which  involved  it.  Its  appearance  is  remarkably  majcflic, 
and  the  neighbouring  hills  lock  like  dwarfs  in  companion. 
It  Hands  upon,  or  rather  its  bafe  gradually  flattens  into  an 
extenfive  plain  on  all  fidcs ; and  its  fummit,  tapering  gra- 
dually, terminates  in  a fmall  point.  Its  height  is  fuppofed 
to  be  not  much  inferior  to  the  peak  of  TcnerifF,  from  the 
fpace  which  the  fnow  occupies  on  it. 

The  breeze,  which  had  hitherto  been  moderate,  now 
changed  into  a hard  gale,  which  carried  us  forward  at  the 
rate  of  eight  knots  an  hour  ; and  we  felt  the  air  very  fharp 
and  uncomfortable,  the  thermometer  Handing  at  58°.  Wc 

• , • • r ..... 

now  efleemed  ourfelves  happy  to  be  on  - the  wcH  coafl  of 
New  Zeeland,  where  this  gale  was  favourable,  which  on  the 
eafl  fide  would  have  been  furioufly  againft  us.  The  next 
morning  it  hurried  us  pafl  Cape  Stephens,  Admiralty  Bay, 

and  Point  Jackfon.  As-  foon  as  we  entered  Queen  Charlotte’s 

• • - • *«  . » • 

Sound,  it  only  blew  in  intermittent  gufls;  with  the  help  of 

which  we  came  fafely  to  an  anchor,  the  third  time  during 
this  voyage,  in  Ship  Cove,  which  wc  had  left  near  Eleven 
months  before.  The  fight  of  each  well-known  objeft,  how- 

. . r 

ever  bleak  and  favage  its  appearance,  conveyed  a pleafing 
fenfation,  and  the  hope  of  recruiting  our  wafled  fpirits  and 
flrength,  infpired  unufual  chcarfulnefs. 
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Third  and  lajl  flay  at  Queen  Charlotte's  Sound,  in  New  Zeeland. 


T}  EPEATED  fliowers,  and  chilling  fquallg  of  wind,  Twm.y  it. 

gave  us  a rough  reception  on  the  wild  Ihores  of 
New  Zeeland.  The  feafon  was  not  yet  far  advanced  in 
this  raw  climate,  and  the  withered  foliage  of  the  laft  year, 
had  not  made  room  on  many  trees  for  the  verdure  of  fpring. 

After  dinner,  we  wept  on  Ihorc  to  examine  the  beach  where 
we  had  twice  before  fixed  our  tents  during  this  voyage,  be- 
ing defirous  of  feeing  what  was  become  of  the  bottle  which 
contained  a letter  to  captain  Furncaux.  Before  we  landed 
we  took  notice  of  a fmall  flock  of  fliags,  which  had  built 
their  nefts  on  fome  trees  hanging  over  the  water ; a fign 
that  the  cove  had  not  lately  been  vifited  by  men.  Indeed 
we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  natives  dwell  in  the  in- 
terior recedes  of  the  bay  during  winter,  thofc  parts  being 
probably  reforted  to  by  the  filh  at  that  inhofpitable  feafon. 

After  diflodging  the  fliags,  and  killing  fome  of  their  young, 
which,  though  fledged,  were  yet  too  ftupid  to  fly  away,  we 
landed,  and  were  prefently  convinced  that  an  European  fliip 
had  vifited  this  place  after  our  departure  in  November  laft. 
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Many  trees  which  we  had  left  Handing  were  cut  down  with 
faws  and  other  tools  unknown  to  the  natives ; the  bottle 
was  removed,  and  other  indubitable  veftiges  of  the  new  vi- 
fitation  remained.  The  plantations  which  we  had  formerly 
made  were  almofl  entirely  defiroyed,  being  partly  rooted 
out,  and  partly  Hilled  by  the  indigenous  weeds,  which  grew 
luxuriantly  in  thfc  foil  after  it  had  been  turned  up.  Our 
failors  dragged  a net  feveral  times,  but  to  no  purpofe  ; how- 
ever, we  were  fomewhat  more  fuccefsful  after  our  return  to 
the  £hip,  where  feveral  fifla  were  caught  with  the  hook  and 
line.  AmongH  others,  a fine  fea-bream  (jparus  pognu J, 
weighing  eleven  pounds,  was  taken,  it  being  one  of  thofe 
fpecies  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  almoR  every  ocean  * 
About  funfet  a cannon  was  fired,  with  a view  to  apprize  the 
natives  of  our  arrival,  if  any  of  them  happened  to  be  within 
hearing.  It  was  our  intereH  to  have  them  near  us,  in  order 
to  fupply  us  with  filh,  which  our  failors  were  not  expert 
enough  to  catch  in  any  quantity,  fuppofing  we  could  have 
difpenfed  with  their  labours  in  repairing  the  rigging,  &c. 

At  day -break  all  our  people  began  to  warp  the  flu'p 
deeper  into  the  cove,  and'  about  nine  o'clock  they  had 
brought  her  into  a convenient  fituation  very  near  the  Ihore. 
We  profited  by  an  interval  of  fair  weather,  in  order  to  vifit 

• It  is  caught  on  the  coalls  of  England,  in  the  Mediterranean,  at  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  in  the  South  Seas. 
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the  beach,  where  we  once  more  pitched  our  tents.  The 
laft  year’s  generation  of  birds,  unacquainted  with  the 
treacherous  arms  of  Europeans,  fat  patiently  till  we  came 
near  enough  not  to  run  the  rilk  of  miffing  them  ; and  thus 
we  not  only  recruited  our  colledlion,  but  likewife  provided 
a delicious  refrefhment.  The  creepers  in  particular,  and 
feveral  fmaller  fpecies,  were  to  the  full  as  grateful  to  the 
palate  as  ortolans  ; and  every  land-bird  of  this  part  of  New 
Zeeland,  hawks  excepted,  would  have  been  rclilhed  at  the 
moll  luxurious  tables. 

In  the  afternoon  we  accompanied  captain  Cook  to  Cani- 
bal  Cove,  the  next  to  the  northward  of  our  anchoring-place. 
The  fliores  of  this  cove  we  knew  to  be  rich  in  celery  and 
feurvy-grafs,  which  it  was  the  captain’s  conftant  care  to  pro- 
vide for  his  crew,  wherever  they  were  to  be  had.  In  our 
rambles  through  the  woods  at  this  place  we  found  a 
true  cabbage-palm  (arcca  o'eracea),  of  the  fame  fort  which 
wc  had  feen  at  Norfolk  Illand.  Its  fuuation  in  this  high 
latitude  was  fomewhat  furpriGng,  and  feems  to  prove  that 
this  fpecies  is  of  a more  hardy  nature  than  the  reft  in  the 
fame  clafs.  We  returned  on  board  with  a rich  load  of 
greens,  very  acceptable  to  all  our  (hipmates,  but  eyed  with 
peculiar  pleafurc  by  all  thofc  who  had  been  poifoned,  and 
who  hoped,  by  the  ufe  of  this  wholcfome  diet,  to  be  reftored 
to  health  and  ftrength,  which  they  had  never  enjoyed  fince 
that  unfortunate  event.  Another  cannon  was  fired  in  the 
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evening,  as  no  natives  had  hitherto  made  their  ap- 
pearance. 

The  next  day  wc  experienced  dreadful  gales,  which  com- 
ing over  the  bleak  and  fnow-capt  alps  to  the  fouth  of  us, 
chilled  the  air  moft  uncomfortably,  and  at  laft  brought  on 
heavy  rains.  The  wind  abated  the  day  following,  but 
fhowers  and  thick  fogs  continued  till  the  evening.  A 
N.  W.  wind  then  fpringing  up,  chafed  the  clouds  from  the 
mountains,  &c.  The  fun  arofe  in  all  his  fplendor  the  next 
morning  ; the  choir  of  feathered  fongfters  was  heard  on  all 
Tides  for  the  firft  time  fince  our  arrival,  announcing  a mild 
vernal  day,  and  fummoned  us  into  the  woods.  Many  of 
our  officers  immediately  embraced  this  opportunity  of  re- 
creation, and  we  accompanied  captain  Cook  in  a boat,  coaft- 
ing  the  fhores  towards  Point  Jackfon,  and  landing  from 
time  to  time  in  the  different  coves  on  our  way.  The  after- 
noon was  fpent  in  an  excurfion  to  the  Hippah-rock,  on 
which  we  made  a fire  to  allure  the  natives,  being  very  de- 
firous  of  their  company.  We  likewife  vifited  the  cabbage- 
garden  on  Motu-Aro,  and  found  the  plants  ffiot  into  feed, 
which  had  been  for  the  greateft  part  confumed  by  the 
birds.  In  the  evening  all  the  fportfmen  returned  loaded 
with  birds  ; the  different  boats’  crews  had  collected  frefh 
fupplies  of  greens,  and  the  reft  had  caught  fiffi  during  the 
fair  weather.  All  thefe  fucceffes  contributed  to  make  a 
kind  of  general  feftival  in  the  fhip,  which  the  levity  of  the 
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mariners  rendered  the  more  chearful,  as  every  pad  difcom- 
fort  was  already  forgotten. 

Having  waited  in  vain  another  day  for  the  appearance 
of  the  natives,  we  refolved  to  go  in  queft  of  them  into  the 
fouthern  creeks  on  the  24th.  That  morning,  however,  at 
day  break,  two  canoes  appeared  off  the  point  of  Shag  Cove 
with  their  fails  fet  ; but  they  were  no  fooncr  in  fight  of  the 
fhip,  than  the  fail  was  inftantly  let  down,  and  the  people 
betook  themfelves  to  paddling  very  fall  back  again.  Their 
referve  only  made  us  more  defirous  to  have  fome  intercourfe 
with  them,  as  it  appeared  to  be  a mark  of  fear  or  diftruft. 
Captain  Cook  fet  out  in  his  boat  with  us,  and  we  came  into 
Shag  Cove,  where  we  pafled  fome  time  (hooting  drags  and 
fca-pics,  of  which  we  found  great  numbers.  At  laft,  how- 
ever, we  heard  fome  fhouts  on  the  fouth  fhore  of  the  cove, 
and  coming  towards  that  part,  difeerned  feveral  natives 
who  had  retired  to  the  upper  part  of  the  hills,  whilft  only 
three  or  four  remained  below  on  a rifing,  where  feveral 
huts  were  concealed  in  the  woods.  Here  we  found  their 
canoes  hauled  on  the  beach,  and  immediately  landing, 
made  figns  for  thefe  people  to  come  to  us.  They  hefitated 
a little  j then  one  defeended,  and  having  joined  nofes  with 
us,  the  ufual  fign  of  friendfhip,  the  reft  came  down,  and 
thofe  who  had  afeended  the  higher  parts  likewife  joined 
us.  They  were  all  dreffed  in  fhaggy  cloaks,  which  were 
old  and  ragged;  their  hair  hung  about  their  heads  in  dif- 

ordcr, 


*774* 

OcTOBfc  R. 


Monday  14. 


Digitized  by  Google 


45  + 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


*774- 

OCTOBI*. 


order,  and  filth  and  flench  announced  them  even  at  a dis- 
tance. We  did  not  remember  to  have  Seen  above  three  or 
four  of  them  at  our  former  flay  in  this  found  but  having 
learnt  their  names,  enquired  concerning' many  of  their  coun- 
trymen who  were  better  known  to  us.  They  gave  us  an 
anfwer  which  was  infinitely  too  complex  to  be  intelligible 
to  us ; but  we  could  colledt  that  they  fpoke  of  a 
battle,  and  mentioned  the  death  of  Several  of  the  natives. 
They  continued  from  time  to  time  to  afk  if  we  were  dif- 
pleafed  with  them,  and  Seemed  to  be  very  apprehenfive  that 
our  prefent  proteflations  of  friendfhip  were  not  quite  Sincere. 
We  fufpe&ed  from  this  circumftance,  that  a fatal  mifun- 
derflanding  had  happened  between  the  natives  and  the  crew 
of  Some  European  fhip,  and  we  naturally  thought  of  our 
confort  the  Adventure.  However,  far  from  confirming  the 
natives  in  their  fears-,  we  endeavoured  by  every  method  to 
gain  their  confidence,  in  which  we  Succeeded  very  well,  by 
waving  the  fubjcift  of  our  difeourfe,  and  afking  if  they  had 
any  fifh  to  fell.  They  ran  to  their  canoes  immediately, 
and  clearing  away  the  mats  with  which  they  were  covered, 
produced  a vaft  quantity  of  fifh,  probably  caught  the  fame 
morning.  For  a few  pieces  of  Taheitian  cloth,  a nail, 
fome  medals,  and  a bit  of  red  baize,  we  bought  a Sufficient 
quantity  to  Supply  our  whole  fhip’s  company,  and  So  far 
gained  the  confidence  of  the  natives,  that  they  promifed  to 
come  to  the  fhip  the  next  day.  One  of  them,  of  a middle 
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age,  who  feemed  to  be  the  principal  man  in  this  fmall  vil- 
lage, told  us  his  name  was  Peeterrc,  and  fhcwed  himfelf 
the  friendlieft  of  them  all.  We  parted  from  them,  after 
admiring  their  bold  fpirit,  which  difdained  concealment,  at 
the  moment  when  they  were  filled  with  apprehenfions  that 
we  fliould  take  advantage  of  our  fuperiority  of  numbers. 
We  were  indeed  ignorant  at  that  time  how  much  reafon. 
they  had  to  dread  our  refentment,  a circumflance  which, 
gives  ftill  greater  luflre  to  their  bravery. 

They  were  indeed  as  good  as  their  word,  and  came  to  us 
at  fun-rife  the  next  morning,  in  five  canoes,  felling  a great 
quantity  of  fine  fifh,  and  thus  refloring  affluence  on  our  ta- 
bles. Having  parted  with  their  fifh,  they  produced  ,a  num- 
ber of  pieces  of  green  nephritic  flone,  wrought  into  chiflels 
and  various  ornaments,  which  they  eagerly  exchanged  for 
Taheitian  and  Englifh  cloth,  as  well  as  iron  ware.  Not 
content  with  what  they  could  colled  on  board,  fome  of 
them  went  to  the  beach,  where  a number  of  our  people 
were  employed  in  watering,  wooding,  &c.  and  where  Mr. 
Wales  had  once  more  fixed  his  obfervatory.  Here  they 
made  many  acquifitions,  and  then  all  went  to  pafs  the  night 
on  a neighbouring  beach.  They  rofe  at  day -break,  and 
caught  abundance  of  fifh,  with  which  they  returned  to  us, 
continuing  to  fupply  us  every  day  in  the  fame  manner.. 
Their  favourite  place  of  refort  was,  however,  our  watering- 
place  ; foe  there  they  met  with  feveral  marines,  who  took. 
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octo»e».  a pleafure  in  converfing  with  them,  as  well  as  they  could, 
for  hours  together.  It  appears  this  kind  of  familiar  inter- 
courfe  fuited  their  difpofition,  for  they  foon  became  fo  in- 
timate as  to  impart  to  their  new  friends  a talc,  of  which 
the  particulars  were  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  us.  They 
related,  that  an  European  veflel  had  put  into  the  harbour 
fome  time  ago ; but  that  in  a quarrel  with  the  inhabitants, 
all  her  people  had  been  killed  and  eaten.  This  intelligence 
alarmed  us  greatly,  as  we  apprehended  that  this  veflel  was 
moil  probably  the  Adventure.  The  natives  were  repeatedly 
qucllioned,  and  in  every  converfation  we  difeovered  fome 
additional  circumftanccs,  by  which  the  faift  was  more 
clearly  cftablilhed.  At  laft,  however,  obferving  that  our 
enquiiics  on  this  fubjedt  were  frequently  repeated,  they 
rcfolved  to  give  us  no  farther  information,  and  by  threats 
flopped  fhort  one  of  their  own  brethren,  who  had  been  pre- 
vailed upon  to  fpcak  once  more  on  the  fubjedt.  Captain 
Cook  being  very  defirous  of  obtaining  fome  certainty  con- 
cerning the  fate  of  the  Adventure,  called  Peeterre  and  an- 
other native  into  the  cabin,  both  of  whom  denied  that  any 
harm  had  been  done  to  the  Europeans.  We  made  two 
pieces  of  paper,  to  reprefent  the  two  fliips,  and  drew  the 
figure  of  the  Sound  on  a larger  piece  ; then  drawing  the 
two  fliips  into  the  Sound,  and  out  of  it  again,  as  often  as 
they  had  touched  at  and  left  it,  including  our  laft  depar- 
ture, we  flopped  a while,  and  at  laft  proceeded  to  bring  our 
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{hip  in  again  : but  the  natives  interrupted  us,  and  taking  octoim. 
up  the  paper  which  reprefented  the  Adventure,  they  brought 
it  into  the  harbour,  and  drew  it  out  again,  counting  on 
their  fingers  how  many  moons  flic  had  been  gone.  This 
circumftance  gave  us  two-fold  pleafure,  fince  at  the  fame 
time  that  we  were  perfuaded  our  confort  had  fafely  failed 
from  hence,  we  had  room  to  admire  the  fagacity  of  the  na- 
tives. Still,  however,  there  was  fomething  myfterious  in 
the  former  accounts,  which  intimated  that  fome  Europeans 
were  killed  ; and  we  continued  to  doubt  whether  we  had 
rightly  underftood  this  part  of  their  converfation,  till  we  re- 
ceived more  certain  intelligence  at  our  return  to  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope.  Here  we  learnt  that  our  confort  had  loft  a boat 
with  ten  men  at  New  Zeeland.  Someaccountofthis  melancholy 
event  will,  1 hope,  not  be  unwelcome  to  my  readers,  as  I {hall 
occafionally  compare  the  ftory  of  the  natives  with  the  reports 
of  our  fellow-voyagers.  It  appears  that  captain  Furncaux, 
after  feparating  from  us,  was  obliged,  on  the  9th  of  No- 
vember 1773,  to  put  into  Tolaga  Bay  *,  on  the  northern  ifle 
of  New  Zeeland,  where  he  lay  till  the  1 dth.  He  then  failed 
towards  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  where  he  arrived  on  the 
30th,  a few  days  after  our  departure.  O-Maf,  the  native 
of  Raietea,  whom  he  had  on  board,  told  me  he  was  the  firft 
who  found  the  infeription  on  the  tree,  under  which  our 
bottle  was  buried.  He  pointed  it  out  to  the  captain,  and 

• See  the  chart  of  New  Zeeland,  in  Hawkcfworth,  vol.  II. 
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the  bottle  with  the  letter  was  immediately  found.  In  con- 
fluence of  this,  captain  Furneaux  made  all  the  neceffary 
preparations  for  the  remaining  part  of  his  voyage,  in  as  lit- 
tle time  as  pofftblc.  His  fhip  the  Adventure  was  ready  to 
fail,  when  lie  fent  a boat  to  Grafs  Cove,  on  the  eaftern  fhore 
of  the  Sound,  in  order  to  gather  a load  of  celery  and  feurvy. 
grafs  for  the  crew.  Mr.  Rowe,  the  unfortunate  youth  who 
had  the  command  of  this  boar,  combined  with  many  libe- 
ral fentiments  the  prejudices  of  a naval  education,  which 
induced  him  to  look  upon  all  the  natives  of  the  South  Sea 
with  contempt,  and  to  alTumc  that  kind  of  right  over  them, 
with  which  the  Spaniards,  in  more  barbarous  ages,  difpofed 
of  the  lives  of  the  American  Indians.  After  landing  in 
Grafs  Cove,  his  people  began  to  cut  greens,  and  fome  in  all 
probability  flripped  off  their  cloaths,  to  perform  their  talk 
with  greater  cafe  ; for  the  accounts  which  we  obtained  from 
the  natives  at  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound  import,  that  one  of 
their  countrymen  Hole  a failor’s  jacket ; that  our  people 
had  hereupon  immediately  begun  to  fire,  and  continued  to 
do  fo  till  all  their  ammunition  was  fpent ; that  the  natives 
had  taken  this  opportunity  to  rufh  upon  the  Europeans,  and 
had  killed  every  one  of  them.  This  relation  is  very  recon- 
cilcablc  with  the  opinion  which  the  late  Mr.  Rowe  always 
entertained  of  the  New  Zeelanders,  viz.  that  they  would 
never  fland  the  fire  of  European  mufketry.  He  had  before, 
when  at  Tolaga  Bay,  been  exceeding  defirous  of  firing  upon 
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diem,  for  having  Rolen  a fmall  keg  of  brandy  from  the 
boat’s  crew  ; but  the  judicious  and  humane  advice  of  lieu- 
tenant Burney  checked  his  impetuofity.  Captain  Furneaux 
finding  that  his  boat  did  not  return  the  next  day,  fent  Mr. 
Burney  in  another  boat,  well  armed,  to  look  after  the  for- 
mer. They  foon  reached  the  entrance  of  EaR  Bay,  where 
they  obferved  a canoe  containing  many  natives,  who  at  fight 
of  them  paddled  away  as  faR  as  poflible.  Our  people  made 
after  them,  but  the  fear  of  being  taken  made  the  natives 
jump  overboard,  and  fwim  to  the  fhore.  This  behaviour 
alarmed  Mr.  Burney,  and  his  apprehenfions  were  but  too 
fully  verified  when  he  came  up  with  the  canoe.  Here  they 
found  fevcral  mangled  limbs  of  their  comrades,  and  fome 
of  their  cloaths.  After  rowing  about  fome  time,  they  came 
to  Grafs  Cove,  towards  feven  in  the  evening,  where  they 
faw  a confiderable  number  of  the  natives  aflemblcd,  who 
feemed  prepared  to  oppofe  them.  The  whole  hill  to  the 
top  was  covered  with  crouds  of  people,  as  in  a fair,  and 
fmokes  afeended  in  feveral  places,  where  they  were  proba- 
bly drefling  human  flefli.  Horror  chilled  the  failors  blood 
in  their  veins,  but  the  next  moment  they  glowed  with  the 
fierce  ardour  of  revenge,  and  cooler  reafon  was  obliged  to 
give  way  to  the  powerful  impulfe.  They  fired  and  killed 
feveral  of  the  natives,  driving  them  at  lafi,  but  with  great 
difliculty,  from  the  beach,  and  defiroying  a great  number 
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of  canoes,  which  they  found  hauled  on  fliore.  They  then 
landed,  and  fearched  the  huts,  where  they  found  many  other 
limbs  of  their  friends  packed  into  bafkets,  and  particularly 
a hand,  which  they  knew  to  be  that  of  the  unfortunate 
Rowe.  Mr.  Burney  is  of  opinion,  that  the  boat  had  been 
beaten  to  pieces  by  the  natives,  for  the  fake  of  the  iron,  as 
he  only  met  with  fome  detached  parts  of  it.  It  is  not  un- 
likely that  the  unhappy  people  who  were  thus  cut  off,  did 
not  take  fufficient  care  to  keep  their  boat  afloat,  but  fuffered 
the  tide  to  leave  it  dry  upon  the  rocks,  by  which  means 
they  made  their  retreat  impracticable  afterwards.  Captain 
Furneaux  having  fuffered  this  heavy  lofs,  more  heavy  to 
him,  as  Mr.  Rowe  was  his  relation,  fet  fail  from  Queen 
Charlotte  Sound  on  the  2 2d  of  December,  and  paffed  round 
Cape  Horn,  touching  at  no  port,  nor  feeing  any  land,  till  he 
arrived  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  the  1 9th  of  March 
1774;  from  whence  he  returned  to  England,  anchoring  ar 
Spithead  on  the  1 yth  of  July  following,  at  the  time  when 
we  were  near  the  New  Hebrides  in  the  South  Sea^ 

The  New  Zeelanders  have  been  dangerous  enemies  to 
all  the  nations  who  have  vifited  them.  The  firft  difeoverer, 
Abel  Janfan  Tafman,  a Dutch  navigator,  loft  four  of  his 
people,  in  an  anchoring-place,  which  he  named1  Murderers 
Bay,  and  which  feems  to  be  the  fame  with  captain  Cook’s 
Blind  Bay.  The  natives  took  one  of  the  dead  bodies  into 
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the  canoe  with  them,  and  had  therefore  doubtlefs  tailed 
the  flelh  of  an  European,  fo early  as  the  year  1642  *.  By 
killing  ten  perfons  of  the  Adventure’s  crew,  they  have 
been  dill  more  pernicious  to  the  Englilh,  and  by  murdering 
M.  Dufrefne  Marion,  with  twenty-eight  men,  they  have 
treated  the  French  more  roughly  than  all  the  reft.  M. 
Crozet,  captain  of  a fire-fhip,  in  the  French  navy,  happening 
to  be  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  on  his  way  to  India,  at 
the  time  of  our  return  to  that  fettlement,  gave  us  an  account 
of  the  melancholy  fate  of  his  countrymen.  He  com- 
manded the  king’s  Hoop  the  Mafcarin,  under  M.  Marion, 
and  put  into  the  Bay  of  Iflands,  on  the  northern  ifland  of 
New  Zeeland  f in  great  diflrefs.  He  was  obliged,  having 
loft  his  mails,  to  look  out  for  new  ones  in  the  woods  of 
this  country  ; but  when  he  had  found  trees  fit  for  his  pur- 
pofe,  it  appeared  almoft  impoflible  to  bring  them  from  the 
hills  to  the  water  fide.  However,  neceffity  at  laft  obliged 
them  to  make  a road  two  or  three  miles  long,  through  the 
thickefl  forefts,  to  the  place  where  he  met  with  the  beft 
trees.  A party  of  his  people  were  in  the  mean  while 
placed  on  an  ifland  in  the  bay,  to  fill  the  calks  with  water,, 
and  another  party  occafionally  went  on  fliore  to  cut  wood 
for  the  Ihip’s  ufe.  They  had  lain  here  thirty-three  days 

* See  M.  Dalrymple’a  Collection,  vol.  II.  p.  71. 

f See  vol.  I.  p.  112,  where  I have  mentioned  the  difeovetics  of  that  voyage,, 
previous  to  M.  Marion’s  arrival  at  New  Zeeland. 
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upon  the  bed  terms  with  the  natives,  who  freely  offered 
their  women  to  the  failors,  when  M Marion  went  on  fhorc 
with  feveral  people,  to  vifit  the  different  parties  who  were 
at  work,  without  leaving  word  that  he  intended  to  come 
back  to  the  ffiip  the  fame  day.  His  firft  vifit  to  the  wa- 
terers  being  performed,  he  went  to  the  Hippah,  or  fortifica- 
tion of  the  natives,  where  he  commonly  ufed  to  call  in  his 
way  to  the  carpenters,  who  were  encamped  in  the  woods 
with  M.  Crozet.  Here  however,  it  feems  he  was  cut  off, 
with  his  company,  and  boat’s  crew.  The  next  morning, 
the  lieutenant,  who  commanded  on  board,  not  knowing 
what  had  happened,  font  a party  to  cut  wood  within  the 
neck  of  land,  which  may  be  feen  in  captain  Cook’s  draught 
of  this  bay  *.  A party  of  the  natives  waited  the  oppor- 
tunity when  every  one  was  at  work  to  fall  upon  the  French, 
and  killed  them  all,  except  a Angle  failor  who  ran  over  the 
iflhmus,  and  threw  himfelf  into  the  lea,  in  order  to  fwim 
towards  the  (hips,  though  he  was  wounded  by  feveral 
fpears.  He  called  out  at  lad,  and  being  taken  on  board, 
gave  the  general  alarm.  M.  Crozet’s  fituation  in  the  woods 
with  a fmall  party,  was  the  mod  critical,  A corporal  and 
four  marines  were  immediately  difpatched,  to  acquaint 
him  of  his  danger,  while  feveral  boats  attended  to  receive 
his  party,  at  a place  where  the  fick  had  been  lodged  in 
tents  for  the  recovery  of  their  health.  He  difpofed  every 


• See  Havvkcfwojth,  vol.  II.  p.  323. 
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thing  as  well  as  the  time  would  permit,  and  effeifted  his 
retreat  to  the  fea-fide.  Here  however,  he  found  a pro- 
digious croud  of  the  natives  afletnblcd,  drefl  out  in  their 
belt  habits,  with  feveral  chiefs  at  their  head.  M.  Crozer, 
told  the  four  marines,  to  be  ready  in  cafe  he  found  it  nc- 
ceffary,  to  fire  at  fuch  perfons  as  he  Ihould  point  out.  He 
gave  orders  to  his  party  to  ftrike  the  tents  of  the  fick,  to 
embark  all  their  tools  and  apparatus,  and  to  retire  into 
the  boat,  whi,ft  he  with  the  foldiers  walked  up  to  the 
chief.  This  man  immediately  told  him,  that  M.  Marion 
was  killed  by  another  chief  whom  he  named.  M.  Crozet 
took  up  a flake,  and  forcing  it  into  the  ground,  juft  before 
the  feet  of  the  chief,  bid  him  advance  no  further.  The 
violence  of  the  adlion  flartled  the  favage,  whofe  irrefolution 
M.  Crozet  obferving,  infilled  on  his  commanding  the  croud 
to  fit  down,  which  was  accordingly  complied  with.  He 
now  walked  up  and  down  before  the  New  Zeclanders,  till 
all  his  men  were  in  the  boat ; his  foldiers  were  ordered  to 
follow,  and  himfelf  was  the  laft  who  embarked.  He  had 
fcarce  put  off,  when  the  whole  body  of  New  Zeclanders 
rofe,  began  their  fong  of  defiance,  and  threw  flones  after 
him ; however,  by  the  timely  exertion  of  his  people,  they 
all  came  fafe  on  board.  The  New  Zeelanders  from  this 
time  forward,  made  feveral  attempts  to  cut  him  off.  They 
made  an  expedition  againft  the  watering-party  at  night, 
which,  but  for  the  vigilance  of  the  French,  would  have  been 

fatal 


4<*3 

>774* 

OCTOIUR* 


Digitized  by  Google 


4*4 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


*T74- 

October. 


fatal  to  them ; and  they  likewife  attacked  the  (hips  in  more 
than  a hundred  large  canoes  full  of  men,  who  felt  the 
effetds  of  European  artillery.  At  lad  M.  Crozet,  feeing  it 
impofliblc  to  fupply  the  (hips  with  mads,  unlefs  he  could 
drive  the  natives  from  this  neighbourhood,  went  to  attack 
their  hippah,  which  was  one  of  the  greated  and  dronged. 
He  put  the  carpenters  in  the  front,  to  cut  down  the  pal- 
lifadoes,  behind  which  the  natives  dood  in  great  numbers 
on  the  fighting  dages,  deferibed  in  captain  Cook’s  former 
voyage  *.  His  people  drove  the  natives  from  thefe  dages 
by  keeping  up  a regular  fire,  which  did  fomc  execution. 
The  carpenters  could  now  approach  without  danger,  and 
in  a few  moments  cut  a breach  in  the  fortification.  A 
chief  indantly  depped  into  it  with  a long  fpear  in  his 
hand.  He  was  (hot  dead  by  M.  Crozet’s  markfmen,  and 
prefently  another  occupied  his  place,  depping  on  the  dead 
body.  He  likewife  fell  a victim  to  his  intrepid  courage, 
and  in  the  fame  manner  eight  chiefs  fucceffively  defended, 
and  bravely  fell  on  this  pod  of  honour.  The  red  feeing 
their  leaders  dead,  took  fiight,  and  the  French  purfued  and 
killed  numbers  of  them.  M.  Crozet  offered  fifty  dollars 
to  any  perfon  who  (hould  take  a New  Zcclander  alive,  but 
this  was  abfolutely  impracticable.  A foldier  feized  an  old 
man,  and  began  to  drag  him  towards  his  captain,  but  the 
favage  being  unarmed,  bit  into  the  flelhy  part  of  the  French- 

• Sec  Hawkcfworth,  vol.  II.  p.  3+2,  344. 
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man’s  hand,  of  which  the  cxquifite  pain  fo  enraged  him, 
that  he  ran  the  New  Zeelander  through  with  the  bayoncr. 
M.  Crozet  found  great  quantities  of  drefles,  arms,  tools, 
and  raw  flax  in  this  hippah,  together  with  a prodigious 
(lore  of  dried  fifli,  and  roots,  which  feemed  to  be  intended 
for  winter  provifion.  He  completed  the  repairs  in  his 
fhip  without  interruption,  after  accomplilhing  this  enter- 
prize,  and  profecuted  his  voyage  after  a flay  of  fixty-four 
days  in  the  Bay  of  Iflands. 

The  character  of  the  New  Zeelanders  would  appear  to 
no  great  advantage  in  this  tranfadlion  with  the  French,  if 
we  fuppofed  that  nothing  pafled  previous  to  the  maflacre 
to  rouze  their  indignation.  But  the  whole  tenour  of  their 
behaviour  to  Europeans,  feems  to  acquit  them  of  treachery 
and  cruel  malevolence.  It  is  therefore  greatly  to  be  fuf- 
pe&cd  that  they  took  umbrage  at  fome  affront,  perhaps  un- 
wittingly committed  by  the  ftrangers,  and  revenged  it  with 
that  paflionate  fury  which  hurries  on  the  favage  into  ex- 
cefTes.  We  had  no  reafon  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  the  peo- 
ple at  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  fince  they  accufed  their  own 
countrymen  of  theft;  but  it  plainly  appears  from  thefe  in- 
ftances,  that  the  rafh  a&ion  of  revenging  this  theft  with 
death,  and  mod  probably  revenging  it  indiferiminately  on 
a whole  body  of  natives,  mud  have  provoked  them  to  re- 
taliate. Born  to  live  our  dated  time  on  this  globe,  every 
one  who  puts  a premature  period  to  our  cxiflence  here, 
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offends  the  laws  of  the  Creator.  The  paffions  are  wifely 
implanted  in  our  brcaft  for  our  prefervation  } and  revenge, 
in  particular,  guards  us  againft  the  encroachments  of 
others.  Savages  do  not  give  up  the  right  of  retaliating  in- 
juries •,  but  civilized  focieties  confer  on  certain  individuals 
the  power  and  the  duty  to  revenge  their  wrongs.  Still, 
eveninthemoft  poliflied  countries  of  Europe,  this  method 
of  adminiftring  juftice  is  not  fufftcient  in  all  cafes.  Such 
is  the  imperfeflion  of  human  inftitutions,  that  the  public 
avenger  of  wrongs  oft  lifts  his  hand  againft  the  facred 
rights  of  the  whole  community.  On  that  occafion  all  civil 
agreements  are  diffolved,  every  man  affumes  his  rights,  and 
gives  free  courfe  to  the  paffions.  Even  in  private  life  there 
are  occafions  where  this  facred  principle  of  revenge  is  of  in- 
finite fervice  in  the  beft  regulated  community.  Nothing  is 
more  common  than  oppreffions,  affronts,  and  injuries  againft 
which  the  law  provides  no  remedy  ; nothing  more  frequent, 
than  that  a fet  men  are  powerful  enough  to  wreft  the  laws 
to  the  difadvantage  of  the  wretched  and  friendlcfs.  Thcfe 
inftanccs  would  be  ftill  more  numerous,  and  be  carried  to 
the  moft  deteftable  pitch  of  tyranny,  if  this  dread  did  not 
with-hold  them,  that  the  injured  party  may  refume  that 
power  of  redreffing  his  wrongs,  which  he  fees  fo  in- 
adequately cxcrcifed^by  his  reprefentative.  He  that  attempts 
another’s  property,  runs  the  rifle  of  being  killed  without  a 
trial  by  the  perfon  whom  he  robs ; and  the  fear  of  the 
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{Word  or  the  canc,  hath  often  kept  villains  within  bounds, 
who  are  invulnerable  to  the  attacks  of  the  law. 

Chi  fa  fua  vendetta,  oltra  che  offenJe 

Chi  I’ofiefo  ba,  da  molti  ft  difcnde.  Asiosto. 

Being  fatisfied  that  the  Adventure  had  fafely  failed  from 
Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  by  the  figns  of  Pecterre,  we 
took  the  opportunity  of  a fair  day  to  vifit  the  innermoft  re- 
cedes of  Weft  Bay,  in  order  to  be  convinced,  if  pollible, 
whether  there  was  any  probability  that  the  hogs  and  fowls, 
brought  thither  almoft  a year  before,  would  ever  flock  thefe 
wild  woods  with  numerous  breeds.  We  came  to  the  fpot 
where  we  had  left  them,  but  faw  not  the  lead  veftiges  of 
their  having  been  on  the  beach,  nor  did  it  appear  that  any 
of  the  natives  had  vifned  this  remote  place;  from  whence  we 
have  fome  room  to  hope,  that  the  animals  had  retreated 
into  the  thickeft  pirt  of  the  woods.  We  afterwards  found 
a few  families  of  the  natives  in  an  oppofite  part  of  the  bay, 
who  furniQied  us  with  abundance  of  fifli. 

We  went  to  Grafs  Cove  on  the  2d  of  November,  having 
had  rainy  and  ftormy  weather  after  our  cxcurfton  to  Weft  Bay. 
Ignorant  of  the  dreadful  tragedy  which  had  there  been 
aided,  we  landed  in  all  the  creeks  thereabouts,  and  ad- 
vanced far  into  the  country,  feeing  fevcral  paths  which  led 
up  the  hills,  but  meeting  no  inhabitants.  We  (hot  here 
about  thirty  birds,  amongft  which  were  a dozen  pigeons, 
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that  frequented  this  fpot  on  account  of  a fpecies  of  fophora- 
trec,  of  which  they  confumed  the  leaves  and  feeds.  We  re- 
turned in  the  evening  at  eight  o’clock,  finding  a number  of 
natives  on  board,  who  had  arrived  from  another  part  of  the 
bay.  Tlicfc  natives  fold  us  no  provifions  like  thofe  who 
came  with  Pccterre,  but  brought  drefTes,  arms,  and  other 
curiofities ; captain  Cook  therefore  abfolutely  prohibited  all 
commerce  with  them.  They  returned  to  us  again  the  next 
morning,  but  the  captain  perfifted  in  his  refolution  of  not 
admitting  them,  unlefs  they  brought  us  refrcfhments.  In- 
deed, this  manner  of  proceeding  was  equally  laudable  and 
neceffary ; it  required  the  utmofl;  exertion  of  authority,  as 
well  as  the  enforcement  of  example,  to  make  the  ftubbom 
failor  take  the  lead  ftep  for  the  benefit  of  his  own  health, 
as  foon  as  his  attention  was  engaged  by  the  manufactures 
of  the  natives.  It  is  furprifing  to  what  a pitch  the  rage  of 
collecting  arms  and  utenfils  had  rifen  among  the  crew. 
During  our  flay  at  Queen  Charlotte’s  Sound,  fevcral  of  our 
people  who  were  fent  to  make  brooms,  with  the  boatfwain 
at  their  head,  robbed  the  hut  of  a poor  native  of  feveral 
tcols,  and  forced  upon  him  fome  nails,  which  they  thought 
an  equivalent.  Fortunately,  the  natives  found  means  to 
complain  to  captain  Cook,  and  the  offenders  were  juftly 
punifhed.  The  crew  of  the  Endeavour  were  not  a whit 
more  equitable  or  honeft  ; they  robbed  the  wife  of  Tuborat 
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Tamaide  at  Taheitee,  and  feemed  at  New  Zeeland  * to  think 
they  had  a right  to  the  property  of  the  natives.  Indeed 
their  character  is  very  uniform,  and  cannot  well  be  other- 
wife  from  their  manner  of  life;  and  it  may  be  obferved, 
that  their  own  commanders  complain  of  the  fame  inhuman 
propenfity  to  deftroy  the  poor  harmlefs  people  of  the  South 
Seas,  which  I have  fo  frequently  obferved  in  the  courfe  of 
this  voyage  f. 

The  embargo  which  was  laid  on  the  trade  was  the  rca- 
fon  that  all  the  natives  left  us  on  the  4th,  except  a Angle 
wretched  family,  who  had  not  been  able  to  catch  fifh  during 
the  two  laft  days,  on  account  of  the  ftormy  weather.  We 
found  them  at  the  Indian  Cove,  feeding  on  infipid  fern- 
roots,  for  want  of  more  nutritive  food.  Each  of  their  huts 
contained  a fire,  of  which  the  fmoke  entirely  involved 
them;  however,  by  lying  down  clofe  to  the  ground,  they 
were  lefs  incommoded  by  the  fmoke  than  if  they  had  fat 
upright.  Notwithftanding  the  inconvenience  of  this  fitu- 
ation,  there  were  not  wanting  feveral  of  our  fhipmates  who 
readily  took  up  with  the  fame  lodging,  in  order  to  receive 
the  carefles  of  the  filthy  female  inhabitants.  Perhaps  it 
may  be  imagined  that  only  brutilh  failors  could  have  fuch 

* See  Hawkfworth,  vol  IT.  p.  103,  and  136.  We  may  likcwiTc  confult  vol.  ITT. 
p.  659,  where  an  inftancc  of  barbarity  is  recorded,  fimilar  to  that  mentioned  in  this 
work,  vol.  I.  p.  aSz. 

f See  Hawkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  365. 
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groveling  appetites ; but  the  imperious  element,  on  which 
they  arc  continually  tolled  about,  feems  to  level  all  dif- 
tinaions.  Indeed,  when  people  habitually  give  full  courfe 
to  their  unbounded  defircs,  it  is  not  furprifing  that  they  gra- 
tify one  fenfe  at  the  expence  of  all  the  reft.  The  nations 
whom  we  had  lately  vifited  in  the  New  Hebrides,  and  at 
New  Caledonia,  having  very  wifely  declined  every  indecent 
familiarity  with  their  guefts,  the  moft  loathfomc  objefts  in 
a New  Zeelander’s  fmoky  and  nafty  hovel,  were  eagerly 
addreffed. 

The  next  day  was  very  fair,  after  an  interval  of  bad 
weather  ; captain  Cook  therefore  chofc  to  make  an  excur- 
fion,  to  trace  the  end  of  the  found,  which  ftill  remained 
unknown.  We  fet  out  in  a boat,  and  advanced  a confider- 
able  way  towards  fome  canoes  which  were  filhing.  At 
light  of  us  the  people  in  them  left  their  employment,  and 
paddled  away  ; but  as  our  crew  rowed  very  brilkly,  we 
loon  overtook  them,  and  enquired  if  they  knew  a paffage 
out  to  fea  through  the  extremity  of  the  Sound.  They 
feemed  not  to  underftand  our  queftion,  but  offered  us  fome 
fifh,  which  they  had  juft  caught.  We  purchafed  a great 
quantity,  and  found  the  natives  very  friendly  in  their  be- 
haviour, they  having  been  on  board  the  Ihip  a few  days  be- 
fore. Receiving  no  intelligence  from  them,  we  rowed  a 
great  way  higher,  and  palled  an  arm  of  the  Sound  to  the 
left,  and  feveral  bays  and  coves  on  the  right  hand.  Here 
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meeting  with  another  canoe,  which  came  up  towards  us,  Nor’”*;tR| 
we  afked  the  natives  concerning  the  outlet  into  the  fea. 

They  pointed  out  the  left  or  caftcrn  arm,  and  told  us  that 
the  other  to  the  fouth  at  laft  ended  in  a bay,  which  was 
every  where  furrounded  by  mountains.  Upon  their  report 

I 

we  fleered  into  the  caftern  arm,  and  foon  difeovered  a mod 
fpacious  bay  in  it,  to  the  right  of  which  the  fhores  were 
every  where  lined  with  natives.  We  landed  at  one  of  the 
moil  populous  places,  and  faluted  by  the  nofe  the  chief  and 
principal  people,  who  ftepped  forward  from  the  reft.  The 
chief  immediately  acquainted  us  that  his  name  was  Tringo- 
JBoohee  *.  He  was  a little  elderly  man,  but  very  aflive, 
lively  and  friendly  ; his  face  was  pun&ured  all  over  in 
fcrolls,  by  which  he  diftinguifhed  himfclf  from  every  one 
of  his  countrymen  prefent,  who  were  all  much  lefs  disfi- 
gured by  this  operation.  The  women  fat  in  fcvcral  rows 
before  their  huts,  and  a few  of  them  were  known  to  us, 
having  been  on  board  the  lhip  fome  days  before.  They  all 
feemed  to  be  much  better  fituated  than  the  fcattered  fami- 
lies in  the  neighbourhood  of  our  cove } their  garb  was  new 
and  near,  and  the  features  of  fome  much  lefs  difgufting  than 
we  had  generally  fecn.  Perhaps  this  was  owing  to  their 
faces  being  clean,  without  being  covered  with  paint,  foot, 
or  other  dirt.  The  number  of  men  encreafed  about  us 

* Tringbo  feems  to  be  a kind  of  title  among  them,  being  affixed  to  fcvcral 
names  of  their  chiefs. 
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Nov't”««  evcry  minute,  as  we  traded  eagerly  for  fifh,  which  they 
were  equally  eager  to  fell.  Our  friend  Tringho-Bohee, 
however,  feemed  to  diflike  the  arrival  of  fo  many  peo- 
ple, efpccially  as  the  price  of  his  ftfli  fell,  in  propor- 
tion as  the  market  was  better  fupplied.  A great  num- 
ber of  them  likewife  brought  their  arms  and  clothes 
to  fell,  and  mod  of  them  went  naked,  except  a fmall 
piece  of  mat  girt  about  the  loins,  this  day  being  re- 
markably mild,  and  the  place  flickered  from  all  winds. 
After  (laying  here  about  a quarter  of  an  hour,  captain 
Cook  reimbarked  with  us,  which  was  the  more  advifeable, 
as  many  of  the  natives  who  arrived  lad,  brought  their 
arms,  and  the  whole  croud  now  amounted  to  two  hundred 
and  upwards,  a much  greater  number  than  we  had  fufpetded 
the  found  to  contain,  or  had  ever  fecn  aflcmbled  together. 
We  had  already  put  o(T,  when  a failor  acquainted  the  cap- 
tain, that  he  had  bought  a bundle  of  fi(h  from  one  of  the 
natives,  for  which  he  had  not  paid  him.  Captain  Cook 
took  the  lad  nail  which  was  left,  and  calling  to  the  native, 
threw  it  on  the  beach  at  his  feet.  The  favage  being  of- 
fended, or  thinking  himfelf  attacked,  picked  up  a done, 
and  threw  it  into  the  boat  with  great  force,  but  luckily 
without  hitting  any  one  of  us.  Wc  now  called  to  him 
again,  and  pointed  to  the  nail  which  we  had  thrown  towards 
him.  As  foon  as  he  had  feen,  and  picked  it  up,  he  laughed 
at  his  own  petulance,  and  feemed  highly  pleafed  with  our 
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conduct  towards  him.  This  circumdance,  with  a little 
rafhnefs  on  our  part,  might  have  become  very  fatal  to  us, 
or  might  at  lead  have  involved  us  in  a dangerous  quarrel. 
If  we  had  refented  the  affront  of  being  pelted  with  a ftonc, 
the  whole  body  would  have  joined  in  the  caufc  of  their 
countryman,  and  we  mud  have  fallen  an  cafy  prey  to  their 
numbers,  being  at  the  didance  of  five  or  fix  leagues  from 
the  (hip,  without  any  hopes  of  affidance.  It  was  fortunate 
that  we  were  not  acquainted  at  that  time  with  the  wretched 
fate  of  Mr.  Rowe  and  his  companions  ; elfe  the  unexpedted 
meeting  with  fuch  a body  of  natives,  would  greatly  have 
alarmed  us,  efpecially  as  it  appears  probable  from  their 
fituation,  that  they  adted  a principal  part  in  his  maffacre. 
When  we  confider  the  numerous  opportunities  which  we 
gave  the  natives  to  cut  us  off,  by  leaving  our  boats,  walking 
up  hills,  landing  in  their  populous  fcttlements,  going 
among  them  unarmed,  and  the  like  ; it  becomes  every  mo- 
ment clearer  to  me,  that  their  fricndfhip  is  always  to  be 
truded,  unlefs  it  is  infringed  on  our  part,  and  that  accord- 
ingly they  did  not  cut  off  the  Adventure's  people  without 
provocation.  It  mud  neverthelefs  be  acknowledged,  that 
we  were  peculiarly  fortunate  in  our  excurfions,  which  Provi- 
dence always  guided  in  fuch  a manner,  that  we  did  not 
fall  unawares  into  the  hands  of  any  families  of  the  natives, 
with  whom  we  had  not  concluded  a previous  treaty  of 
peace. 
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The  people  at  this  place  agreed  with  thofe  to  whom  we 
had  fpoken  in  the  canoe,  that  the  arm  which  we  had  enr 
tcred  communicated  with  the  Tea.  We  continued  our  route 
accordingly,  and  obferved  after  fome  turnings,  that  die 
inlet  ran  to  the  northward,  at  the  back  of  Grafs  Cove,  and 
Eaft  Bay.  We  found  in  it  many  coves  and  beaches,  with 
greens,  and  plenty  of  wild  fowl ; the  water  was  perfectly 
fmooth,  and  the  mountains  formed  many  romaatic  prof- 
pefts,  being  clothed  with  fine  forefts.  Having  advanced 
about  three  leagues  from  Tringo-Boohce’s  fettlement, 
which  the  natives  call  Ko-Haghee-nooee,  we  began  to  fee 
many  fhags,  with  a double  creft,  a fpccies  which  always 
builds  in  the  vicinity  of  the  flea.  A few  moments  after- 
wards we  alfo  faw  breakers  at  the  farther  end  of  the  inler, 
which  fully  confirmed  the  accounts  of  the  natives.  On 
the  left,  or  at  the  back  of  Grafs  Cove,  we  faw  a bippab, 
built  on  a high  rock  which  flood  in  a manner  infulated, 
on  a fine  fpot  of  level  land.  The  whole  fort  was  fur- 
rounded  with  many  tall  poles,  and  appeared  to  be  in  very 
good  order.  Having  left  it  at  fomc  difiance,  (for  it  lay  in 
a kind  of  bay)  we  faw  the  outlet  into  Cook’s  Strait,  and 
found  it  a very  narrow  pafiage  > before  it  lay  many  dan- 
gerous and  lofty  rocks,  upon  which  a dreadful  furf  broke 
continually.  In  the  pafiage,  or  gap  itfelf,  we  had  thirteen 
fathom  of  water,  and  obferved  a firong  tide  running 
paft.  We  had  a fair  view  from  hence  of  the  northern 
■ ifiand, 
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illand,  and  of  the  drait  through  which  we  were  to  pafs 
into  the  South  Sea  for  the  lad  time.  It  wa3  about  four 
o’clock  when  we  made  this  difcovery,  but  having  the  wind 
againft  us,  or  at  lead  very  uncertain,  we  were  obliged  to 
return  the  fame  way  we  came,  indead  of  going  round 
cape  Koamaroo,  which  would  have  favcd  us  much  time. 
As  we  knew  of  fuch  a numerous  tribe  of  natives  living 
in  this  neighbourhood,  we  did  not  venture  to  flay  a night 
on  Ihorc  ; but  palling  the  Hippah,  and  K.o-Haghec-nooee, 
arrived  fafe  on  board  about  ten  o’clock  at  night,  having 
faded  the  whole  time,  and  being  thoroughly  fatigued  with 
our  long  excuifion.  The  new  channel  which  we  bad  now 
difeovered,  is  indicated  as  a bay  in  captain  Cook's  map  of 
the  Straits,  inferred  in  his  former  voyage,  he  being  at  that 
time  unacquainted  with  its  outlet  into  the  fea. 

The  weather  was  rather  dull  the  next  day  ; however,  our 
friend  Pectcrre  returned  with  his  family  to  viflt  us.  Cap- 
tain Cook  took  him  into  the  cabin,  and  drefled  him  in  a 
fhirt,  dockings,  breeches,,  and  coat,  as  a mark  of  friendihip 
for  his  afliduity  in  fupplying  us  with  filh.  Peeterrc 
feeraed  highly  delighted  with  his  new  drefs,  and  valued 
himfelf  upon  being  in  favour  with  us.  As  he  was  con- 
tented with  thefc  prefents,  lie  did  not  venture  to  beg  for 
any  others,  but  behaved  with  great  moderation.  He  ac- 
companied us  to  Long  Ifland,  where  we  pafled  fome  time  in 
(hooting,  and  then  returned  on  board  to  dinner,  of  which 
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Peeterre  partook  with  peculiar  good  manners,  conftdering 
his  education.  It  is  fcarce  to  be  doubted,  that  he  felt  the 
fuperiority  of  our  knowledge,  of  our  apts,  manufactures, 
and  mode  of  living,  in  fomc  degree,  efpecially  as  he  was 
always  remarkably  in  good  fpirits  when  amongft  us  but 
notwithftanding  all  this,  he  never  once  cxprefled  a defire  of 
going  with  us ; and  when  we  propofed  it  to  him,  he  de- 
clined it,  preferring  the  wretched  precarious  life  of  his 
countrymen,  to  all  the  advantages  of  which  he  faw  us 
poflcfTed.  I have  already  mentioned  in  another  place  *,  that 
this  way  of  thinking  is  common  to  all  favages  ; and  I 
might  have  added,  that  it  is  not  entirely  obliterated  among 
polifhed  nations.  The  force  of  habit  no  where  appears 
more  ftrikingly  than  in  fuch  inflances,  where  it  feems  alone 
to  counterbalance  the  comforts  of  a civilized  life. 

Peeterre  returned  on  Ihore  with  his  comrades  in  the 
evening,  but  came  to  fell  us  fifh  again  the  next  day.  We 
frequently  heard  him  and  the  reft  of  the  natives  finging  on 
fhore,  and  were  fometimes  favoured  with  a fong  when  they 
vifited  us  on  board.  Their  mufic  is  far  fuperior  in  variety 
to  that  of  the  Society  and  Friendly  Illands ; and  if  any  nation 
of  the  South  Sea  comes  in  competition  with  them  in  this 
rcfpeCl,  I fhould  apprehend  it  to  be  that  of  Tanna.  The 
fame  intelligent  friend  who  favoured  me  with  a fpecimen  of 

.*  See  p.  53. 
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the  fong9  at  Tonga-Tabboo,  (fee  voli  I.  p.  429),  has  likewife 
obligingly  communicated  to  me  another  of  the  New  Zee- 
land  mufic,  which  will  be  fufficient  to  give  an  idea  of  the 
tafte  of  the  people.  He  did  not  vifit  the  ifland  of  Tanna, 
but  allured  'tne  that  there  appeared  to  be  fome  difplay  of 
genius  in  the  New  Zeeland  tunes,  which  foared  very  far 
ab  ove  the  wretched  humming  of  the  Taheitian,  or  even  the 


four  notes  of  the  peoj 
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Tffrrrf-rr  p-n  ’ 
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Of  this  tune  they  continue  to  fing  the  two  firft  bars  till 
the  words  of  their  fong  are  at  an  end,  and  then  they  clofe 
with  the  laft.  Sometimes  they  alfo  fing  an  under-part,  which 
is  is  a third  lower,  except  the  two  laft  notes,  which  are 
unifons. 


The  fame  gentleman  likewife  took  notice  of  a kind  of 
dirge-like  melancholy  fong,  relating  to  the  death  of  Tupaya. 
This  fong  was  chiefly  pra&ifed  by  the  inhabitants  round 
Tolaga  Bay,  on  the  northern  ifland,  where  the  people  feem 
to  have  had  a high  regard  for  that  Taheitian.  There  is  an 
extreme  fimplicity  in  the  words,  though  they  feem  to  be 
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metrically  arranged,  in  fuch  a manner,  as  to  exprefs  the 
feelings  of  the  mourners,  by  their  flow  movement. 

aghce,  mauc  awhay  Tupaya!  • . t . • 

Departed,  dead,  alas  ! Tupaya  ! 


The  firft  effufions  of  grief  arc  not  loquacious  } the  only 
idea  to  which  we  can  give  utterance  is  that  of  our  lofs, 
which  takes  the  form  of  a complaint.  J Whether  the  frm- 
plicity  of  the  tune  is  equally  agreeable,  or  well  judged,  is  a 
queftion  which  I cannot  pretend  to  determine.  The  con- 
noifleurs  in  mufic  muft  acquit  or  condemn  the  New 
Zcelanders.  ••  '••••'  :.i  • -v - Ij.  . • i;  • • 


f I 


A-gbee  mu  te  a-tvhay  Tu-pa  ya. 


( y i •*  y i ' 


01 

i.*riro  * *r.»  - 


They  defeend  at  the  clofc  from  c to  the  o&av^  below  in 
a fall,  refembling  the  Aiding  of  a finger  along  the  finger- 
board on  the  violin.  I {hall  now  difmifs  this  fubjeifl:  with 
the  following  obfervation,  that  the  tafle  for  mufic  of  the 
New  Zeelanders,  and  their  fuperiority  in  this  refpeft  to  other 
nations  in  the  South  Seas,  are  to  me  ftronger  proofs,  in  fa- 
vour of  their  heart,  than  all  the  idle  eloquence  of  philo- 
fophers  in  their  cabinets  can  invalidate.  They  have  violent 
paflions ; but  it  would  be  abfurd  to  alien  that  thefe  only  lead 
them  to  inhuman  excefles. 

We 
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We  continued  to  make  feveral  excurfions  along  fhore,  No\Vm»eii, 
and  to  the  iflands  in  the  Sound,  till  the  pth  of  November. 

In  this  interval  we  made  fuch  additions  to  our  botanical 
and  zoological  collections,  as  could  hardly  have  been  ex- 
pected at  fo  early  a fcafon,  and  after  fearching  the  fame 
woods  fo  many  times.  We  collected  ten  or  twelve  fpccies 
of  plants,  and  four  or  five  forts  of  birds,  which  we  had  not 
fecn  before.  Our  crew  afliduoufly  filled  all  our  water-calks, 
cut  a great  quantity  of  wood,  repaired  the  rigging,  and 
fitted  the  fhip  once  more  to  encounter  the  fury  of  fouthern 
gales.  The  quantity  of  filh  which  the  natives  daily 
brought  for  fale,  allowed  us  to  fait  fo  many  as  to  fill  feveral 
calks  with  them,  which  ferved  as  a fea-flock  during  our 
paflage  to  Tierra  del  Fuego,  kept  extremely  well,  and  were 
very  palatable  to  moft  people.  The  latter  part  of  our  flay  was 
likewife  employed  in  laying  in  an  ample  provifion  of  fhags, 
cormorants,  and  fuch  other  birds  as  we  could  find,  in  order 
that  we  might  prolong  as  much  as  pofliblcthe  term  of  living 
on  frefli  food. 

On  the  9th,  in  the  afternoon,  we  unmoored,  and  rode 
all  night  at  a fingle  anchor,  which  we  weighed  the 
next  morning  at  four,  thus  leaving  New  Zeeland  a third 
time  in  the  courfe  of  one  voyage.  As  often  as  we  had  vifited 
this  country,  it  had  abundantly  fupplied  us  with  reffelli— 
ments,  which  were  particularly  efficacious  in  reftoring 
our  health,  and  banilhing  the  fymptoms  of  the  feurvy. 

Not 
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motVmiii.  Not  °nly  well-tailed  antifcorbutic  plants,  but  likewife  the 
fi(h,  which  arc  cafily  digefted,  feem  to  me  to  have  been  equally 
falutary  rclloratives.  The  keen  air  which  is  felt  in  New 
Zeeland,  on  the  fineft  days,  contributed  not  a little  to  brace 
our  fibres,  relaxed  by  a long  cruize  in  warmer  climates,  and 
the  ftrong  exercife  we  took  was  doubilefs  beneficial  in  many 
rcfpc&s.  From  hence  it  happened  that  we  always  left  that 
country  with  new  vigour.  If  we  came  in  ever  fo  pale  and 
emaciated,  the  good  cheer  which  we  enjoyed  during  our 
flay,  foon  rekindled  a glow  of  health  on  our  cheeks,  and 
we  returned  to  the  fouth,  like  our  (hip,  to  all  outward  ap- 
pearance, as  clean  and  found  as  ever,  though  in  reality 
fomewhat  impaired  by  the  many  hard  rubs  of  the  voyage. 
Ferhaps  it  may  be  attributed  in  part  to  the  healthinefs  of 
the  air,  the  fimplicity  of  food,  and  particularly  its  eafy  di- 
geftion  and  great  abundance,  that  the  natives  have  attained 
a tall  flaturc,  arc  mufcular,  well  proportioned  *,  and  well 
formed.  It  appears  indeed  from  many  circumftances,  that 
fifh  arc  fo  innumerable  on  their  coafls,  as  to  fupply  them 
with  conflant  food,  in  fuflicient  quantity  throughout  the 
year,  efpecially  as  M.  Crozct  and  ourfclvcs  obferved  that 
they  had  laid  up  a plentiful  (hare  of  dried  fifh  for  the 
winter. 

* Except  their  legs,  which  are  ill-lhapcd,  from  their  mode  of  fitting. 
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The  courfe  from  New  Zeeland  to  T’ierra  del  Fuego, — Stay  at  Chnflmas 

Harbour. 


Barbara  prxruptis  inclufa  eft  (infula)  faxis ; 

Horrida,  dcfertis  undiquc  vafta  locis. 

Umbrarum  nullo  ver  eft  Ixtabilc  fcetu, 

Nullaque  in  infaufto  nafcitur  herba  folo.  Seneca 

E cleared  Cook’s  Strait  on  the  i oth  in  the  afternoon, 
after  palling  within  a few  leagues  of  the  new  in- 
let,  which  we  had  difeovered  previous  to  our  departure. 
We  were  becalmed  all  the  next  day  in  fight  of  the  land,  and 
did  not  obtain  a breeze  till  towards  evening.  On  the  12th 
in  the  morning  we  were  out  of  fight  of  land,  and  fleered 
away  between  the  fouth  and  eafl,  towards  Tierra  del  Fuego. 
We  entered  upon  this  navigation  with  more  chcarfulnefs, 
than  upon  the  lafl  fouthern  cruize.  We  were  perfuaded 
that  no  land  lay  in  our  way  to  retard  our  progrefs  ; the 
wdlerly  winds,  which  prevail  in  thefe  latitudes,  were  in  our 
favour  ; and  we  knew  that  the  hardlhips  of  the  voyage 
were  drawing  to  an  end.  Indeed  we  looked  upon  our- 
fclves  as  already  fafe  from  perils,  and  the  hope  of  rcvilit- 
ing  Europe,  after  many  hazardous  tracks  and  narrow 
Vt>L  Q_‘l  q efcapcs, 
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efcapes,  feemed  to  animate  us  with  new  Promethean  fire. 
The  run  from  New  Zeeland  to  Tierra  del  Fuego  furpaffed 
our  warmeft  expectations,  and,  confidering  the  conftfuCtion 
of  our  (hip,  which  was  always  reckoned  a dull  failor,  was 
indeed  one  of  the  quickeft  pafiages  which  can  be  imagined, 
as  we  made  one  day  with  another  upwards  of  forty  leagues. 
We  faw  a whale  on  the  1 ath,  about  twelve  yards  long, 
with  an  oblong  blunt  head,  on  which  were  two  longitudi- 
nal furrows,  and  as  many  upright  ridges.  It  had  fmall 
eyes,  two  femilunar  apertures,  from  whence  it  occafionally 
fpouted  the  water,  and  was  mottled  all  over  with  white 
fpots.  It  had  two  large  fins  behind  the  head,  but  none  on 
the  back.  This  extraordinary  creature  feems  to  have  been 
intirely  unknown  before. 

We  had  fprung  a leak  on  going  out  of  Queen  Charlotte's 
Sound,  which  we  difcovered  on  the  14th  ; but  it  gave  us 
very  little  uneafinefs,  as  the  water  in  the  pump-well  en- 
creafed  only  fire  inches  in  eight  hours.  The  wefterly  winds 
blew  with  aitonifliing  violence,  and  the  breadth  of  the  ocean 
being  very  confiderable,  the  billows  encreafed  to  an  im- 
menfe  fizc,  and  feemed  to  be  fometimes  feveral  hundred 
yards  long.  The  fhip  rolled  very  difagreeably  when  the 
wind  was  quite  aft  •,  and  though  it  has  been  fuppofed  that 
a Clip’s  inclination  in  the  greateft  roll  never  exceeds  twenty 
degrees,  we  have  obferred  it  inclined  above  thirty,  and  fe- 
veral times  even  to  forty  degrees. 

During 
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During  this  run  we  faw  birds  of  the  albatrofs,  petrel, 
and  pinguin  kinds,  almofi  every  day,  and  cfpecially  at  equal 
diflances  from  New  Zeeland  and  America,  which  are  about 
fifteen  hundred  leagues  afundcr.  On  the  27th  of  Novem- 
ber we  made  a greater  run  than  ever  was  made  in  our  fhip 
before,  which  confided  of  1 8 4 miles  by  the  log. 

On  the  2d  of  December,  after  a Ihort  calm,  we  had  a 
frelh  breeze,  which  continued  to  blow  without  intermiffion, 
but  with  different  degrees  of  velocity,  tiH  the  1 8th,  when 
we  made  the  land,  a little  after  midnight,  near  Cape  De- 
feado,  on  one  of  the  weflermofi  iflands  of  Tierra  del  Fuego. 
The  filh  which  we  had  falted  at  New  Zeeland  had  lafled 
during  the  whole  run,  and  we  had  found  great  benefit 
from  living  upon  them  preferably  to  fait  beef  and  pork, 
which  was  now  fo  univerfally  loathed,  that  captain  Cook 
himfclf  declared  he  (hould  probably  never  eat  it  again  with 
any  degree  of  fatisfa&ion.  The  four-krout  had  been  con- 
flantly  ufed  in  the  mean  while,  and  the  wort  had  been  taken 
as  a prefervative  by  many  perfons  in  the  (hip.  The  for- 
mer was  Rill  as  good  as  ever,  but  the  malt  was  much  da- 
maged, and  had  loR  part  of  its  efficacy,  by  having  been  put 
up  in  green  unfeafoned  calks.  I drank  plentifully  of  it, 
but  was  notwiihflanding  afflitfled  with  confiderable  fwell- 
ings  in  the  legs,  attended  with  pains,  which  returned  from 
time  to  time. 
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The  part  of  the  world  which  was  now  in  fight  had  a 
very  unfavourable  afpetR.  About  three  o’clock  in  the 
morning  we  ran  along  it,  and  found  it  for  the  greateft  part 
hid  in  a thick  haze.  The  parts  near  us  feemed  to  be  fmall 
iflands,  which  though  not  very  high,  were  however  very 
black,  and  almoft  entirely  barren.  Beyond  them  we  faw 
fome  broken  high  lands,  which  were  covered  with  fnow, 
almoft  to  the  water’s  edge.  Great  flocks  of  fhags,  ftiear- 
waters,  fkuas,  and  other  water-fowl,  in  fome  mcafure  made 
amends  for  the  defolate  appearance  of  the  coaft,  as  they 
gave  us  great  hopes  that  we  fliould  meet  with  refrefhments, 
if  we  could  find  a harbour.  Few  countries  that  we  touehed 
at  arc  fo  wretchedly  deftitute,  as  not  to  have  afforded  us 
fome  fupply  of  food,  either  animal  or  vegetable,  by  the  af» 
fiftance  of  which  we  made  fhift  to  keep  ourfclves  free  from 
a high  degree  of  the  feurvy  and  other  diftempers. 

hi  the  afternoon  we  paffed  the  ifland,  upon  which  Gape 
Noir  is  fituated,  mentioned  by  M.  Frezier.  The  view 
which  he  gives  of  the  land  correfponded  very  well  with 
what  we  faw ; and  to  the  N.  E.  there  appeared  to  be  a long 
inlet,  which  is  doubtlefs  the  channel  of  St.  Barbara.  In 
the  Spanilh  charts  this  extremity  of  Tierra  del  Fuego  has 
tong  fincc  been  very  accurately  laid  down  as  divided  into 
many  iflands  and  channels,  which  have  been  explored,  and 
each  in  particular  named,  by  their  early  navigators.  One 
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of  the  beft  charts  of  this  kind  accompanies  the  Spaniili  Dte'sm*, 
tranllation  of  the  anonymous  account  of  Mr.  Byron’s  Voy- 
age round  the  World,  by  Dr.  Cafimir  Gomez  Ortega. 
Agreeably  to  their  difeoveries,  we  found  many  feparate 
illands,  from  the  place  where  we  made  the  coaft  to  Cape 
Noir,  and  fhould  perhaps  have  feen  many  more,  if  the  wea- 
ther had  not  been  very  hazy. 

We  found  the  land  to  all  appearance  much  more  com- 
pact after  palling  Cape  Noir;  and  the  next  morning  in  Monday.* 
particular,  the  coaft  feemed  to  be  entirely  connetftcd ; the 
mountains  rofc  to  a much  greater  height,  immediately 
from  the  fea-lide,  and  were  covered  with  fnow  in  every 
part.  The  wind  gradually  leffcned,  and  towards  noon  we 
were  entirely  becalmed,  having  the  fineft  fun-lhinc,  and 
mild  weather.  Many  forts  of  water-birds  appeared  about 
us  from  time  to  time,  and  fcveral  feals  alfo  fported  in  the 
water.  In  the  afternoon  about  thirty  grampufles  were 
feen  playing  about  us,  chiefly  fwimming  in  couples.  An- 
other calm  fucceeded  again  the  next  day,  though  we  had  T,ierday,o. 
had  an  eafterly  wind  during  a part  of  the  preceding  after- 
noon. It  was  very  amufing  to  us,  to  meet  with  mild  wea- 
ther in  the  neighbourhood  of  that  tempeftuous  cape,  of 
which  the  name  alone  has  affrighted  the  mariners,  ever 
fince  lord  Anfon’s  voyage.  The  deftrutftion  of  vulgar  pre  - 
judiccs  is  of  fo  much  fervice  to  fcience,  and  to  mankind  in- 
general, that  it  cannot  fail  of  giving  plcafure,  to  every  one 
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fallible  of  its  benefits.  We  had  this  day  the  thermometer 
at  4S0  which,  confidering  the  neighbourhood  of  the  huge 
heaps  of  fnow  on  fliore,  was  very  moderate.  This  part  of  the 
world  has  been  called  the  Coad  of  Dcfolation  by  the  navi- 
gators who  fil'd  vilited  it,  and  feems  fully  to  deferve  the 
appellation.  Here  we  difeerned  nothing  but  vad  moun- 
tains, of  which  the  fpiry  fummits  were  every  where  co- 
vered with  eternal  fnow.  Along  the  fea,  the  neared  rocks 
were  clear  of  fnow,  but  black,  and  deditute  of  grades  or 
fhrubbery.  Some  inlets  appeared  in  different  parts,  where 
a few  idands  feemed  to  have  a covering  of  green.  We 
dood  in  to  one  of  thefe  in  the  evening,  having  then  ob- 
tained an  eaderly  breeze.  A huge  perpendicular  wall  of 
rock  formed  its  wedern  entrance,  and  captain  Cook  called 
it  the  York  Minder,  having  difeovered  a drong  refemblance 
between  that  Gothic  building,  and  this  dreary  chaotic  rock. 
It  lies  in  yy°  30'S,  and  700  28  W.  Along  the  coad  we 
found  regular  foundings,  but  in  the  mouth  of  the  inlet, 
we  could  not  reach  the  bottom  with  one  hundred  and  fifty 
fathom  of  line.  This  circumdance  had  already  happened 
to  us  before  at  Dulky  Ray  (vol.  I.  p.  123};  but  as  we  faw 
a very  fpacious  found  before  us,  we  ventured  to  dand  on, 
amidd  different  rude  idands,  on  which  the  fummits  of 
hills  were  fometimes  capt  with  fnow.  A boat  was  hbided 
our,  in  which  my  father  accompanied  fome  of  the  lieu- 
tenants, who  endeavoured  to  flioot  birds,  but  brought  only 
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one  on  board.  After  being  much  retarded  by  calms,  we 
arrived  about  nine  o'clock  in  a fmall  cove,  indifferently 
flieltcred  either  from  wind  or  fea,  but  a welcome  place  of 
refuge  on  account  of  the  approach  of  night.  Here,  then 
we  dropped  the  anchor,  which  had  been  aweighonly  forty- 
one  days,  during  which  we  had  croffed  the  South  Sea  in 
its  full  extent,  from  New  Zeeland  to  Cape  Defeado. 

The  next  morning  captain  Cook,  accompanied  by  feveral 
officers,  as  well  as  my  father,  Dr.  Sparrman,  and  myfelf, 
went  in  a boat  in  quell  of  a more  fafe  and  convenient 
anchorage.  We  only  rowed  round  a fingle  point  of  the 
illand  under  which  our  fliip  lay,  and  immediately  found  a 
fine  cove  (helrered  from  all  winds,  and  perfedlly  land  locked, 
with  a little  rill  of  water,  and  a fhrubbery.  The  weather 
was  mild  confidering  the  climate,  and  feveral  birds  were 
heard  on  the  fhore.  We  found  many  little  clefts,  which 
cannot  properly  be  called  vallies,  where  a few  ffirubs  of 
different  fpecies,  fprung  up  in  a thin  layer  of  fwampy  foil, 
being  defended  againft  the  violence  of  ftorms,  and  expofed 
to- the  genial  influence  of  reverberated  fun-beams.  The 
rock  of  which  the  whole  illand  conlilled,  is  a coarfe  granite, 
compofed  of  feld-fpath,  quartz,  and  black  mica  or  glimmer. 
This  rock  is  in  nioft  places  entirely  naked,  without  the 
fmallcft  vegetable  panicle;  but  wherever  the  rains,  or  melted 
fnows  have  waffied  together  fome  little  rubbilh,  and  other 
particles  in  decay,  it  is  covered  with  a coating  of  minute- 
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B plants,  in  growth  like  moffes,  which  forming  a kind  of 
turf,  about  an  inch  or  more  in  thicknefs,  very  cafily  flip 
away  under  the  foot,  having  no  firm  hold  on  the  rock. 
In  (heltcrcd  places  a few  other  plants  thrive  among  thefe 
mofly  fpecies,  and  thefe  at  laft  form  a fufficient  quantity  of 
foil,  for  the  nutriment  of  fhrubs,  efpecially  in  fuch  fpots  as 
1 have  mentioned  before.  Among  them  we  immediately 
found  the  fpccies,  the  bark  of  which  captain  Winter  dif- 
covercd  to  be  an  excellent  aromatic,  known  in  the  fhops  by 
the  name  of  Winter’s  bark,  but  frequently,  till  of  late,  con- 
founded with  a very  different  plant,  the  candla  alba,  of  Jamaica. 
This  Winter’s  bark-tree  grows  on  the  (hores  of  the  flraits  of 
Magalhaens,  and  on  the  caftcrn  parts  of  Tierra  del  Fuego, 
to  a (lately  fize;  but  in  this  barren  part  we  never  faw  it  un- 
der any  other  form  than  that  of  a fhrub,  about  ten  feet 
high,  crooked  and  (hapelefs.  Barren  as  thefe  rocks  ap- 
peared, yet  almoft  every  plant  which  we  gathered  on  them 
was  new  to  us,  and  fome  fpecies  were  remarkable  for  the 
beauty  of  their  flowers,  or  their  fmell.  A new  fpecies  of 
geefc,  a fort  of  lhags,  the  black  oyfler-catchcrs,  or  fea-pies, 
and  fevcral  other  birds  dwelt  along  the  (hores,  which  were 
lined  with  immenfe  floating  beds  of  rockwceds,  At  our 
return,  all  our  people  began  to  remove  the  (hjp  into  her 
new  fituation,  where  (he  was  moored  in  the  afternoon.  A 
few  fmall  fifli,  of  a new  fpecies  of  cod,  were  caught  among 

- the 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


tlie  weeds ; but  in  general  every  attempt  to  fupply  the  table 
by  fiflring  proved  unfuccefsful.  - 

Early  the  next  morning,  captain  Cook  fet  out  to  take 
bearings  in  the  found,  and  we  took  that  opportunity  of 
examining  its  natural  productions.  The  found  is  very  fpa- 
cious,  and  furrounded  to  the  north  and  ealt  by  feveral  ranges 
of  high  mountains,  which  feem  covered  with  permanent 
fnow  and  ice.  In  the  bay  itfelf  are  feveral  iflands  of  con- 
fidcrablc  elevation,  though  not  equal  to  the  height  of  the 
main  land,  of  which  only  the  higheft  have  fome  fnow  on 
their  very  fummits.  That  under  which  our  Ihip  lay  at 
anchor,  was  free  from  fnow,  though  it  feemed  to  be  at 
lead  two  hundred  yards  perpendicular  in  height.  Befides 
thefe  high  iflands,  we  obferved  feveral,  from  ten  to  twenty 
yards  high,  which  lay  in  the  northern  part  of  the  found, 
and  appeared  to  be  almoft  covered  with  verdure  at  a dif- 
tance.  We  directed  our  courfe  to  one  of  thefe,  about  three 
miles  oflT,  of  which  the  modes  and  flirubs,  upon  nearer 
examination,  feemed  to  have  been  burnt  in  feveral  places. 
The  rock  was  here  a kind  of  ycllowifh  flate,  which  lay  in 
horizontal  ftrata,  covered  with  a much  thicker  ftratum  of 
foil,  than  we  had  fecn  on  the  other  ifland.  Among  the 
plants  which  grew  on  it,  we  picked  up  fome  new  ones,  and 
on  its  fhores  met  with  a new  fort  of  fly-catcher,  which  lived 
upon  fhcll-flfli  and  worms,  and  feemed  for  that  purpofe  to 
be  furnilhed  with  a much  ftronger  bill,  than  the  birds  of 
Vol.  II.  Rrr  that 
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that  genus  commonly  have.  Rowing  round  one  end  of 
this  ifland,  we  obfervcd  a fhrubbery,  or  little  grove  on  a 
point  of  land,  in  the  (hade  of  which  flood  feveral  empty 
huts.  They  refemblcd  in  (hape  that  which  is  dcfcribed 
and  drawn  in  the  Endeavour's  voyage  *,  with  this  difference, 
that  they  were  not  covered  with  feals-lkins,  which  are  perhaps 
put  on  occalionally,  and  deemed  too  valuable  to  be  left 
behind.  They  were  only  (keletons  of  huts,  confiding  of 
boughs  of  trees,  which  for  the  greateft  part  had  frefh  green 
foliage  on  them ; a fign  that  the  natives  had  but  lately 
made  them.  On  entering  this  found,  and  taking  notice  of 
its  dreary,  dcfolate  appearance,  we  had  fuppofed  that  the 
natives  of  Tierra  del  Fuego,  never  touch  upon  this  in- 
hofpitablc  part,  but  confine  thcmfclves  to  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Straits  of  Magalhaens,  and  to  the  caftcrn  fide  of 
Tierra  del  Fuego;  but  it  feems  that  human  nature  is  ca- 
pable of  withftanding  the  greatefl  inclemencies  of  weather, 
and  of  fupporting*  its  exiftcncc  alike  in  the  burning  fands 
of  Africa,  and  in  the  frozen  extremities  of  the  globe.  We 
landed  on  feveral  other  iflands,  from  whence  we  had  a mod 
extenfive  view  acrofs  the  found,  which  looked  wild  and 
horrid  in  its  wintery  drefs.  This  was  however,  the  firfl 
fummer  month  of  thefe  regions  ; mod  of  the  plants  we 
faw  were  in  flower,  and  the  birds  were  every  where  bringing 
up  their  young.  From  thence  we  may  eafily  form  an 
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adequate  idea  of  the  torpid  Rate  of  thefe  regions,  where 
the  fun-beams  cannot  melt  the  fnow,  at  a feafon  when 
their  influence  is  the  ftrongcft.  The  farther  we  advanced 
from  the  fca,  the  more  fnow  appeared  on  the  mountains. 
In  fome  places  we  faw  cafcades,  and  ftreams  gulhing 
down  over  the  fnow,  efpecially  where  the  rays  of  the  fun 
took  effeft  by  being  frequently  rcfle&ed.  We  found  a 
mod  beautiful  cove  on  this  coaft,  which  formed  a circular 
bafon,  where  the  water  was  fmooth  and  tranfparent  as  a 
mirror.  All  the  lower  parts  were  fringed  with  trees,  which 
we  had  no  where  feen  fo  tall  in  the  neighbourhood,  and 
many  ftreams  rulhed  down  with  great  impetuofity  between 
their  roots,  making  a moil  convenient  watering-place.  A 
prodigious  number  of  fmall  birds  fat  on  every  branch,  and 
twittered  around  us  in  the  fun  fhine.  They  were  of  many 
different  fpecies,  but  unacquainted  with  men,  hopped  fo 
near  us,  that  it  was  impoflible  to  (hoot  them,  efpecially  as 
we  had  now  no  other  than  coarfe  (hot  left,  and  that  in  very 
fmall  quantity.  Abundance  of  mofles,  ferns,  and  climbers 
grew  up  between  the  trees,  and  were  no  fmall  impediment 
to  us  in  walking.  Various  flowers  enlivened  thefe  woods, 
and  encreafcd  our  collc&ion  with  new  fpecies.  Ildre  then 
there  was  the  appearance  of  fummer ; but  if  we  looked  up 
to  the  monftrous  cloud-capt  mountains  which  formed 
almoft  perpendicular  walls  on  all  Gdes  of  the  harbour,  and 
beheld  them  covered  with  fnow  and  ice,  which  had  fome- 
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times  a blue,  and  fometimes  a yellowilh  tinge,  we  thought 
ourfelvcs  tranfportcd  to  the  Glaciers  of  Switzerland,  where 
the  fcafons  feem  likewife  to  be  loft,  and  confounded  in  each 
other.  The  height  of  thefe  mountains  was  very  confiderable-, 
though  not  equal  to  the  Alps,  and  their  fummits  were  di- 
vided into  many  fltarp  and  craggy  points,  between  which 
the  interval  was  filled  with  fnow.  We  landed  here,  and 
walked  along  the  fliorc  to  another  port,  formed  by  a 
number  of  low  iflands,  which  entirely  Iheltered  it  from 
all  winds.  Here  we  met  with  feveral  fpecies  of  wild 
ducks,  and  particularly  one  of  the  fize  of  a goofe,  which 
ran  along  the  furface  of  the  fea  with  amazing  velocity, 
beating  the  water  with  its  wings  and  feet. 

— — fugit  ilia  per  undas 

©cyor  «t  jaculo,  et  vcntoi  aequantc  fagitta,  Vircil. 

Indeed  its  motion  was  fo  quick,  that  we  faw  it  was  ia 
vain  to  attempt  to  (hoot  at  it ; a more  favourable  oppor- 
tunity was  therefore  eagerly  wilhed  for.  In  the  fequel 
we  really  obtained  feveral  fpecimens  of  this  curious  bird, 
which  refembled  a duck,  except  in  the  fize,  and  in  the 
extreme  ftiortnefs  of  its  wings.  It  had  a grey  plumage^, 
with  a few  white  quill-feathers  ; a yellow  bill  and  feet, 
and  two  large,  naked,  callous  knobs  of  the  fame  colour,, 
upon  the  joint  of  each  wing,  at  the  alula.  Our  failors 
called  it  a race-horfe,  from  its  vaft  fwiftnefs  ; but  in  the 
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Falkland  Iflands,  the  Englifli  have  given  it  the  name  of 
loggerhead- duck.  *.  Bcfidcs  this  fpecies,  we  found  num- 
bers of  the  great  gull  or  fkua,  which  had  their  ncfts 
among  fome  dry  grafs  on  one  of  the  iflands.  We  were 
fortunate  enough  to  meet  with  an  ifland  entirely  co- 
vered with  the  fhrubs  of  a fpecies  of  arbutus,  loaded  with 
red  fruit,  of  the  fize  of  fmall  cherries,  which  were  very  well 
tailed,  and  combined  an  agreeable  tartnefs  with  a fweet  and 
a bitter  flavour.  The  rocks  of  the  fame  ifland,  at  the  wa- 
ter’s edge,  were  covered  with  large  mufclelhells,  of  which 
we  found  the  filh  more  delicious  than  oyftcrs.  On  thefe 
two  articles,  with  the  help  of  a few  bifeuits,  and  a little 
piece  of  falt-beef,  we  dined  luxurioufly,  amidft  the  dreary 
rocks  of  a country,  which  at  firft  fight  did  not  feem  likely 
to  furnilh  fuch  an  entertainment.  To  add  to  our  good  for- 
tune, we  met  with  fcveral  iflands  in  our  return,  covered 
witli  excellent  celery,  which,  though  much  fmallcr  than 
that  of  New  Zeeland,  was  much  higher  flavoured,  its  juices 
being  probably  more  concentrated.  We  loaded  our  boat 
with  it,  and  returned  late  on  board,  after  being  overtaken 
by  feveral  fmart  Ihowcrs.  On  our  return,  we  found  that 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  (hip  was  very  fcnfibly  warmer 
than  the  northern  parts  of  the  found,  where  the  air  was 
refrigrated  by  the  abundance  of  fnow  on  the  mountains, 

* See  the  Philofophical  Tranfactions,  vol.  LX  VI.  part  i. 
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One  of  the  lieutenants  returned  the  fame  evening  fiom  an 
cxcuifion  to  the  north-wedward,  whither  he  had  been  fent 
by  captain  Cook  to  take  the  bearings  of  the  land. 

The  next  day  was  fo  fine  and  mild,  that  feveral  gentle- 
men walked  acrofs  the  iQand  under  which  the  fl'-ip  lay  at 
anchor,  and  (hot  many  little  birds  in  their  excurfion.  Mr. 
Hodges  tobk  a draught  of  the  whole  found,  from  the  height, 
which  has  a mod  pifturefquc  appearance  in  that  point  of 
view.  It  has  been  engraved  for  captain  Cook’s  account  of 
this  voyage  ; and  the  print  is  remarkable  for  the  figure  of 
a falcon  in  the  fore-ground,  which,  from  its  fupcrnatural 
fizc,  feems  to  refcmble  the  rukh,  celebrated  in  the  Arabian 
Tales,  more  than  any  bird  of  lefs  fanciful  dimenfions. 
We  met  with  a moft  beautiful  fpecies  of  hawk  on  Tierra  del 
Fuego,  about  the  fizc  of  the  falcon  gcntil,  brown,  with  a 
black  creft,  and  the  neck  and  Ihoulders  barred  with  a grey 
and  chocolate  colour;  the  figure  above  mentioned  may 
perhaps  be  meant  for  this  fpecies. 

We  accompanied  the  captain  this  morning  on  an  excur- 
fion round  the  ifland  under  which  the  fhip  lay  at  anchor, 
whild  he  fent  lieutenant  Fickerfgill  to  explore  another  part 
of  the  bay.  The  trouble  of  this  day  we  thought  well  re- 
warded by  a great  number  of  fhags  which  we  (hot  among 
the  rocks,  where  they  had  built  their  neds  by  thoufands. 
The  power  ofindinid  had  commonly  impelled  them  tochoofe 
4or  this  purpofc  fuch  places  where  the  rocks  project  over  the 
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fea,  or  where  at  leaft  they  rife  perpendicular ; that  in  cafe 
their  young  fliould  happen  to  fall  out,  they  might  take  no 
hurt  by  dropping  only  in  the  water.  The  Rate  of  which 
the  rock  confided  in  this  part  was  not  very  hard ; but  it 
is  ncverthelefs  very  furprifing  that  thefe  birds  have  found 
means  to  make  holes  in  it,  or  even  to  enlarge  its  natural 
cavities  fo  much,  as  to  make  room  for  their  offspring  in 
them.  Thefe  fliags  always  returned  to  their  nefts  imme- 
diately after  wq  had  fired,  and  flew  fo  heavily,  that  we 
found  not  much  difficulty  to  (hoot  them  on  the  wing. 
The  French  at  the  Falkland  Iflcs  have  called  thefe  birds 
vigauds,  or  ninnies,  on  account  of  their  feeming  flupidity, 
which  could  hardly  be  taught  to  fhun  deflru&ion  *.  Befidcs 
thefe,  we  alfo  brought  on  board  three  geefc  which  we  had 
fhot  on  this  excurfion,  and  which  were  very  remarkable,  on 
account  of  the  difference  of  colour  between  the  male  and 
female.  The  gander  was  fomewhat  lefs  than  a common 
tame  goofc,  and  perfcdly  white,  except  the  feet,  which 
were  yellow,  and  the  bill,  which  was  black.  The  goofe, 
on  the  contrary,  was  black,  with  white  tranfverfe  bars,  a 
grey  head,  fome  green,  and  fome  white  quill-feathers.  It 
fliould  feem  that  nature  hath  very  wifely  ordered  this  dif- 
parity ; for  the  female  being  obliged  to  lead  the  young 
brood,  its  graver  colour  does  not  fo  cafily  difeover  them  to 

* See  Dom  Pcrnctty's  Voyage  to  the  Malouines. 
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falcons  and  other  birds  of  prey.  I would  only  hint  this  as 
a fuppofuion  which  requires  farther  confirmation ; perhaps 
our  underftanding  is  much  too  fhort-fighted  to  affign,  on 
fuch  flight  grounds,  the  true  ways  of  Divine  Providence  in 
the  wonderful  works  of  the  creation. 

After  wc  had  returned  on  board,  lieutenant  Pickerfgill 
arrived,  who  had  met  with  a cove  on  the  eaftern  fhore  of 
the  found,  where  a prodigious  number  of  geefe  had  taken 
up  their  refidence.  Captain  Cook  being  defirous  to  procure 
fome  kind  of  refrefluuent  for  his  people,  and  to  enable  them 
to  fpend  their  Chriftmas-day  with  chearfulnefs,  proceeded 
towards  that  place  the  next  morning,  and  fent  Mr.  Pickerfgill 
thither  in  another  boat  by  a different  route.  My  father, 
Dr.  Sparrman,  myfelf,  and  one  midfhipman,  accompanied 
the  captain  in  the  pinnace.  We  flood  out  to  fea,  along  an 
ifland  to  the  call  of  the  fliip,  which  lay  between  us  and  the 
Goofe  Cove.  It  happened  very  fortunately  that  wc  took 
this  courfe,  without  which  we  fliould  probably  have  made 
a very  uqfucccfsful  excurfion.  But  along  the  whole  fouth- 
ern  extremity  of  the  ifland,  extending  at  leaf!  four  or  five 
miles,  we  faw  prodigious  numbers  of  geefe,  which  fuffered 
us  to  come  clofe  to  them.  Wc  perceived  that  they  were, 
for  the  greateft  part,  young  birds  of  the  laft  year’s  brood, 
which  moulted  their  feathers  in  this  place,  and  having  loft 
their  quill-feathers,  could  not  fly  to  any  great  diilance.  If 
wc  had  been  apprifed  of  this  circumftance  at  firft,  we 
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might  have  taken  greater  fpoils  than  we  did  ; however,  DlCtMIL*. 
after  toiling  till  funfet,  we  had  collected  no  lefs  than  fixty- 
threc  geefe,  which  enabled  us  to  give  a frefh  meal  to  every 
man  on  board.  The  fport  of  the  day  was  extremely  enter- 
taining ; for  though  the  object  of  our  million  was  variety, 
yet  our  principles  were  not  yet  fufiiciently  fanftified,  to  re- 
fufe  a good  meal  when  it  was  offered  *.  We  found  many 
deep  caverns  in  the  rock,  which  vaulted  fometimes  thirty 
yards  over  our  heads  t and  the  fwell  being  rather  moderate, 
we  could  often  enter  into  thefe  dark  places  with  the  boat, 
and  were  always  amply  rewarded  for  our  trouble  by  meet- 
ing with  a number  of  birds.  Several  of  thefe  caverns  were 
forty  or  fifty  yards  in  length,  and  the  rocky  walls,  about 
their  entrance,  were  commonly  the  abode  of  (hags,  to  which 
we  paid  no  attention  at  prefent.  The  date  of  which  many 
of  thefe  rocks  confift  had  likewife  huge  chafms  and  cre- 
vices, which  commonly  proved  fatal  to  the  geefe,  as  they 
could  feldom  fly  over,  but  fell  between  them,  and  were 
taken  up  alive  by  our  failors,  to  whom  this  employ- 
ment was  an  inexhaufiible  fund  of  diverfion.  It  was  late 
in  the  evening  when  we  arrived  on  board,  where  we  found 
lieutenant  Pickerfgill,  who  had  difeovered  a fmall  ifland  in 
his  way,  almoft  entirely  covered  with  the  eggs  of  fea  fwal- 
lows  or  terns.  He  brought  away  about  three  hundred  of 
them,  which  were  in  general  very  fit  to  be  eaten. 

* See  Hawkefworlh,  vol.  III.  p.  502. 
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During  our  abfence  fome  of  the  natives,-  in  four  fmall 
canoes,  had  vifited  the  £hip ; they  were  deferibed  to  us  as 
wretched  and  poor,  but  ino/Tenfive,  and  ready  to  part  with 
their  fpcars,  feal-fkins,  and  the  like.  We  now  regretted 
that  we  had  loft  the  opportunity  of  feeing  them,  but  fortu- 
nately they  returned  the  next  morning,  though  the  weather 
was  rainy.  The  four  canoes  in  which  they  came  were 
made  of  the  bark  of  trees,  which  could  hardly  have  grown 
in  this  found,  on  account  of  their  fize.  Several  fmall  fticks 
arc  the  ribs  which  diftend  this  bark,  and  another  flick, 
forms  the  gunwale,  over  which  they  have  wrapped  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  bark,  and  fewed  it  on.  A few  ftones,  with  a 
fmall  quantity  of  earth,  are  laid  in  the  bottom  of  each- 
canoe,  and  on  this  the  natives  keep  a conftant  fire.  Their 
paddles  are  fmall,  and  rudely  formed,  and  they  work  very 
flowly  with  them.  Each  canoe  contained  from  five  to  eight 
perfons,  including  children^  who,  contrary  to  the  cuflom  of 

all  the  nations  in  the  South  Sea,  were  very  filent  in  their  ap- 

o 

proach  to  the  fhip,  and  when  along  fide,  hardly  pronounced 
any  other  word  than  pejjeray.  Tliofe  whom  M.  de  Bougainville 
faw  in  the  Strait  of  Magelhaens,  not  far  from  hence,  ufed 
the  fame  word,  from  whence  he  gave  them  the  general  name 
of  Pecherais.  We  beckoned  to  them  to  come  into  the  fhip, 
and  fome  accepted  the  invitation,  though  without  the  leaft' 
fign  of  being  pleafed,  and  feemingly  without  the  fmalleft 
degree  of  curiofity.  Their  perfons  were  fhorr,  not  exceed- 
ing 
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ing  five  feet  fix  inches  at  moft,  their  hcad3  large,  the  face 
broad,  the  cheek-bones  very  prominent,  and  the  nofe  very 
flat.  They  had  little  brown  eyes,  without  life  ; their  hair 
was  black  and  lank,  hanging  about  their  heads  in  dif- 
order,  and  befmeared  with  train-oil.  On  the  chin  they  had 
a few  draggling  Ihort  hairs  inftead  of  a beard,  and  from  their 
nofe  there  was  a conftant  difeharge  of  mucus  into  their  ugly 
open  mouth.  The  whole  aflemlilagc  of  their  features 
formed  the  moft  loathfome  picture  of  mifery  and  wretchcd- 
nefs  to  which  human  nature  can  pollibly  be  reduced.  Mr. 
Hodges  made  a moft  excellent  drawing  of  one  of  the  men, 
•which  is  extremely  charaCteriftic,  and  the  print  which  Mr. 
Bafire  has  executed  after  it,  for  captain  Cook’s  account  of 
this  voyage,  is  a proof  of  his  confummatc  fkill.  The  fhoul- 
ders  and  cheft  were  broad  and  bony,  but  the  reft  of  the  fi- 
gure was  fo  thin  and  fhrivelled,  that  to  have  feen  it  fepa- 
rate,  we  could  not  have  fuppofed  it  belonged  to  the 
fame  perfon.  Their  legs  were  lean  and  bowed,  and  their 
knees  difproportionately  large.  They  had  no  other  clothing 
than  a fmall  piece  of  old  feal-fkin,  which  hung  from  their 
fhoulders  to  the  middle  of  the  back,  being  fattened  round 
the  neck  with  a firing.  The  reft  of  their  body  was  per- 
fectly naked,  not  the  leaft  regard  being  paid  to  what  Eu- 
ropeans would  term  decency.  Their  natural  colour  ap- 
peared to  be  an  olive-brown,  with  a kind  of  glofs,  which 
has  really  fome  refemblance  to  that  of  copper  } but  many 
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of  them  had  difguifed  themfelves  with  flreaks  of  red  paint* 
and  fometimes,  though  feldom,  with  white  } from  whence 
it  (hould  feem  evident,  that  the  ideas  of  ornament  are  of 
a more  ancient  date  with  mankind,  than  thofe  of  fliamc 
and  modcftv.  The  women  were  nearly  formed  as  the  men, 
though  fomewhat  lefs  in  (lature  ; their  features  were  not 
lefs  uncouth  and  ugly,  and  their  drefs  exaflly  the  fame. 
They  had  only  added  a fmall  piece  of  feal-fkin,  not  fo  large 
as  the  palm  of  the  hand,  which  hung  down  before,  fixed 
to  a firing,  which  was  tied  about  the  waift.  Round  their 
necks  they  wore  leather  firings,  on  which  they  had  hung 
a-  number  of  (hells  ; and  on  their  heads  tliey  had  a kind  of 
bonnet,  confiding  of  a few  white  quill  feathers  of  geefe, 
which  they  occafionally  placed  upright  on  the  head,  by  that 
means  giving  them  a refemblance  to  the  French  head-drefTes 
of  the  lad  century*.  There  was  but  a Angle  perfon  among 
them,  who  had  a fmall  piece  of  a guanaco's  (kin  fewed  on 
his  feal-lkin,  to  lengthen  it.  The  children  were  perfe<511y 
naked,  and,  like  their  mothers,  huddled  about  the  fire  in. 
each  canoe,  (hivering  continually  with  cold,  and  rarely  ut- 
tering any  other  word  than  pcjferay,  which  fometimes  founded 
like  a word  of  endearment,  and  fometimes  feemed  to  be 
the  expreflion  of  complaint.  Thofe  of  the  men  who  had. 
come  on  deck,  fpoke  a few  other  words,  which  contained 
many  confonants  and  gutturals,  particularly  the  11  of  the. 
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Welch  } and  all  feemed  to  lifp  very  flrongly,  which  contri- 
buted to  make  them  wholly  unintelligible.  They  accepted 
trifles,  fuch  as  beads,  without  feeming  to  value  them,  but 
at  die  fame  time  they  alfo  gave  away  their  own  arms,  or 
even  their  ragged  feal-fkins,  without  the  leaft  concern ; 
their  whole  character  being  the  ftrangeft  compound  of  flu- 
pidity,  indifference,  and  inactivity.  They  had  no  other 
arms  than  bows  and  arrows  ; the  former  were  made  of  a 
kind  of  berberry  wood,  very  fmall  and  ilffhaped } and  the 
latter  of  a different  wood,  between  two  and  three  feet  long, 
feathered  at  one  end,  and  not  pointed.  The  points  are  put 
on  occafionally,  and  they  carried  them  in  little  feal-fkin 
fatchels,  and  parted  only  with  a Angle  one,  which  was  a 
wretched  irregular  triangle  of  black  flate.  Befldes  tbefe 
they  have  fifh-gigs,  of  which  the  flaffs  arc  about  ten  feet 
long,  of  equal  thicknefs,  but  angular  inflead  of  being  round, 
and  provided  at  one  end  with  a fharp  bone  about  a foot 
long,  which  has  a Angle  barb  on  one  fide,  and  is  occaflon- 
ally  tied  on.  Thefe  inflruments  they  employ  to  take  fhclls 
from  the  rocks,  according  to  the  accounts  of  former  vovr 
agers  *.  All  thofe  geflures,  which  the  mod  wretched  naT 
tion  in  the  South  Sea  had  eafily  underftood,  were  made  to 
them  in  vain  ; they  feemed  not  to  have  the  mofl  diftant 
idea  of  teaching  us  their  language,  and  having  probably. 

• See  Hiwkefworth,  vol.  II.  p.  j6. 
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no  eager  defire  of  pofTeffing  any  thing  which  they  fiw 
amongft  us,  they  were  not  follicitou9  to  make  themfelvcs 
intelligible.  All  thofe  who  had  made  the  voyage  in  the 
Endeavour  agreed,  that  the  people  whom  they  had  fecn  at 
Succefs  Bay,  lived  much  more  comfortably  and  happily  than 
tlicfc  wretched  outcafls  * ; and  upon  comparing  my  ac- 
count with  the  publifhed  narrative  of  that  voyage,  it  will 
eafily  appear,  that  the  Pecherais  of  Succefs  Bay  were  confi- 
dcrably  more  civilized  (if  I may  make  ufe  of  this  term) 
than  thofe  who  fell  under  our  obfervation.  Their  flature 
was  taller  ; they  had  contrived  bufkins,  which  fccured  their 
feet ; they  appeared  to  be  fenfible  of  the  excellence  of  feve- 
ral  European  goods,  and  to  fet  a value  upon  them  ; laflly, 
they  were  more  communicative,  and  had  ideas  of  ceremony 
or  civility  ; whereas  thofe  we  faw,  at  the  fame  time  that 
they  felt  the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  were  yet  too  ftupid, 
too  indolent,  or  too  wretchedly  deftitute  of  means  to  guard 
againft  it.  They  feemed  totally  infenfible  of  the  fuperiority 
of  our  fituation,  and  did  not  once,  with  a fingle  gefture, 
exprefs  their  admiration  of  the  fhip,  and  its  many  great  and 
remarkable  objedts.  I cannot  figure  to  myfelf  a more  un- 
happy human  being,  than  one  who  feems  to  be  fo  far  de- 
prived of  reafon,  as  not  to  defend  himfelf  againft  the  in- 
juries of  weather,  whilft  he  feverely  feels  its  effedts  \ and 

tv  , 

• See  Hnwkcfworth,  vol.  II.  p.  54. 
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who  is  incapable  of  combining  ideas,  and  comparing  his  Dic£”'„ 
own  ncccllitous  lituation  with  that  of  others  more  happy 
than  himfclf.  If  ever  the  pre-eminence  of  a civilized  life 
over  that  of  the  favage  could  have  been  rcafonably  de- 
puted, we  mighr,  from  the  bare  contemplation  of  thefe  mi- 
ferable  people,  draw  the  mod  ftriking  conclufions  in  fa- 
vour of  our  fuperior  happinefs.  Till  it  can  be  proved,  that 
a man  in  continual  pain,  from  the  rigour  of  climate,  is 
happy,  I fhall  not  give  credit  to  the  eloquence  of  philofo- 
phers,  who  have  either  had  no  opportunity  of  contemplat- 
ing human  nature  under  all  its  modifications,  or  who  have 
not  felt  what  they  have  feen  *.  It  were  to  be  wifhed,  that 
the  confcioufnefs  of  thofe  great  advantages  which  heaven 
hath  bellowed  on  us,  in  preference  to  fo  many  of  our  ra- 
tional fellow-creatures,  might  tend  to  the  general  reforma- 
tion of  morals  amongft  us  ; in  Head  of  which,  our  civilized! 
communities  tare  Rained  with  vices  and  enormities,  un- 
known tb  the  wretch,  who,  compared  with  ourfelves,  is 
next  to  a brute,  being  ddlitutc  of  that  fuperior  knowledge, 

• The  ill-natured  fy  fiem  of  philofophjr  which  thefe  merr  fupport,  is  only  co- 
pied from  Seneca,  who  made  light  of  the  diftcfflcs  of  other?,  being  hrmfclf  in  af- 
fluence. The  following  paflage  is  very  applicable  to  the  poor  Pecherais,  and  the 
rcflv&ion  at  the  end  is  one  of  thofe  I allude  to.  Perpetua  UUs  kirns , trifle  cerium 
premit  \—imbrtm  culrr.e  out  frond*  defendant  ; nul'a  ill  is  dsaicitia , null W fedes  funt9 
nifi  qutis  LiJJitudo  in  diem  pefuti  .—In  aliment  is  ferae  captanty—vilisy  id  hie  qutcren~ 
dus  manu  villus.— Miferi  tili  videntur  F — Nihil  mi ferum  ejl  qued  in  naturam  cen- 
juetudo  perduxit. — Hoc  quod  tibi  calami t us  videtury  tot  gentium  vita  ^/.-—Seneca  de 
Providcntia.  See  alio  Hawkcfwortb,  vol.  II.  p.  59. 
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of  which,  to  our  fluune  be  it  fpoken,  we  do  not  always  make 
the  belt  ufes. 

Thefe  wretched  natives  of  a mod  dreary  country,  fed  on 
pieces  of  feal’s-flclh,  which  being  very  putrid,  were  become 
highly  offcnGvc.  They  reliffied  the  fat  oily  parr,  which 
we  would  rejeft  at  all  times,  and  offered  fome  of  it  to  our 
failors.  It  fliould  feem  that  they  prefer  this  vile  blubber 
by  inftinft,  as  all  nations  in  high  latitudes  are  fond  of  it, 
and  are  faid,  in  fome  meafure  to  feafon  their  bodies  againft 
the  cold  by  this  diet.  The  natural  confcquence  of  it  was 
an  infupportable  rank  flench,  which  exhaled  from  their 
whole  body,  and  which  their  flefh,  their  dreffes,  arms,  or- 
naments, and  utenfils  feemed  to  have  thoroughly  imbibed. 
This  odour  was  fo  completely  naufeous,  that  we  could  not 
continue  long  in  their  company,  and  with  our  eyes  Glut, 
could  fmcll  them  at  a confiderable  diftance.  It  almoft  fur- 
paffes  belief,  but  is  neverthelefs  an  undeniable  fatfl,  that 
our  bolded  and  roughed  failors  were  fo  totally  overcome 
by  this  horrid  exhalation,  that  they  did  not  oiler  to  contratfl 
any  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  women.  Our  people 
offered  them  fait  proviGons,  and  rotten  bifeuit,  but  they  fet 
no  manner  of  value  on  this  food,  and  could  hardly  be  per- 
iuaded  fo  tafte  of  it.  Did  their  inftinft  perhaps  teach  them 
that  it  \yas  more  unwholefome  than  their  own  rotten  feal's- 
Jlcfli  ?— We  did  not  obferve  any  kind  of  fubordination 
among  thefe  people,  whofe  mode  of  life  approaches  nearer 

to 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

to  that  of  brutes,  than  that  of  any  other  nation.  It  is  indeed 
very  probable,  that  they  arc  the  tnifcrable  out-cads  of  fome 
neighbouring  tribe,  which  enjoys  a more  comfortable  life ; 
and  that  being  reduced  to  live  in  this  dreary  inhofpitablc 
part  of  Tierra  del  Fuego,  they  have  gradually  loft  every  idea, 
but  thofe  which  their  moll  urgent  wants  give  rife  to.  They 
ramble  perhaps  in  queft  of  food,  from  one  inlet  or  bay 
into  another,  as  we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe  this  found  com- 
municates with  others,  and  take  up  their  winter  refidence 
in  the  leall  uncomfortable  fpot  of  this  horrid  country.  I 
am  indeed  of  opinion  that  the  rigour  of  the  winter,  is  not 
proportionate  to  the  cold  during  fummer,  particularly  as 
the  thermometrical  obfervations  made  in  the  Falkland  Iflands, 
(fee  vol.  I.  p.  49  9.)  which  are  not  far  from  Tierra  del 
Fuego,  and  nearly  in  the  fame  latitude,  ftrongly  confirm 
this  fuppofition.  But  allowing  the  winters  to  be  as  mild 
as  poftible,  ftill  however  they  mull  prove  dreadfully  diftrdf- 
ing  to  thefe  poor  deftitute  wretches,  who  have  not  fagacity 
enough  to  guard  againft  them.  We  are  told  by  the  Dutch 
navigators,  efpecially  admiral  Jacques  l’Hermite,  who  con- 
duced the  Naflau  fleet  into  the  South  Sea  in  1 6 2 4,  that 
the  natives  on  the  fouthern  extremity  of  Tierra  del  Fuego 
are  cannibals,  and  kill  each  other  in  order  to  regale  them- 
felves  *.  If  there  be  any  likelihood  that  want  of  food  has 

* See  Rectieil  dcs  Voyages  qui  ont  fervi  a l'Etabliflement  de  la  Compagnie 
dcs  Indcs  Orientates,  Amtlerd.  1705,  vol.  IV.  p.  702. 
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ever  fuggefled  this  horrid  practice,  I lliould  admit  that  it 
was  poflible,  among  a fmall  number  of  unhappy  individuals, 
driven  from  more  convenient  feats  to  thefe  barren  extremi- 
ties of  the  world ; and  in  that  cafe  it  mud  likewife  be  al- 
lowed, that  fuch  a tribe  cannot  long  continue  in  being. 

The  poor  Pccherais  embarked  in  their  canoes  again 
about  noon,  and  flowly  and  filently  paddled  away,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  came.  Our  failors  well'  pleafed  to 
fee  their  Ihip  fafe  at  anchor,  had  already  begun  their 
holiday  the  evening  before,  and  continued  to  caroufe  during 
two  days  without  intermiflion,  till  captain  Cook  ordered  the 
greateft  part  of  them  to  be  packed  into  a boat,  and  put 
alhorc,  to  recover  from  their  drunkennefs  in  the  frelh 
air. 

On  the  2 7 th  in  the  morning,  fome  of  the  people  being 
tolerably  fober,  captain  Cook  manned  a boat,  and  went 
with  my  father,  and  Dr.  Sparrman,  to  the  fame  ifland  where 
we  had  been  fo  fuccefsful  on  the  24th.  He  brought  on 
board  in  the  evening  fome  geefe  and  other  fowls,  which 
were  roafted,  and  preferved  as  a kind  of  fea-flock.  In  his 
abfence  the  natives  came  on  board  again,  but  made  a very 
fhort  flay,  as  nobody  took  any  notice  of  them  on  account 
of  their  infuffcrable  flench.  The  word  ptjferay  which  they 
repeated  from  time  to  time,  was  pronounced  in  fuch  a 
piteous  tone,  that  we  fometimes  believed  the  natives  were 
Egging  ; but  upon  looking  at  them,  we  difeovered  na 
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change  of  countenance ; nothing  but  that  vacant  flare 
which  is  the  charafleriftic  of  the  moft  confummate  ftu- 
pidity. 

Having  completed  our  provifion  of  wood  and  water,  and 
brought  the  tents  on  board,  which  bad  been  eredted  on 
lhorc,  we  failed  the  28th  in  the  morning,  at  eight  o’clock, 
on  our  way  towards  Cape  Horn.  The  refrcfhmcnts  which 
we  had  obtained  in  this  found,  which  was  named  Chrift- 
mas  Sound,  and  its  convenient  Ctuation  for  fhips  coming 
into,  or  going  out  of  the  South  Sea,  make  it  a very  fit 
place  of  refort.  It  contains  many  excellent  harbours,  and 
has  wood  enough  for  fuel,  though  little  or  none  for  the 
carpenter’s  ufe ; its  water  is  very  pure,  and  wcll-taftcd,  and 
the  air  though  keen,  is  yet  very  falubrious.  Whilft  we; 
lay  in  this  found,  one  of  the  marines  was  unfortunately 
drowned.  He  was  not  milled  till  two  days  after,  when  an 
enquiry  being  made,  it  was  difeovered,  that  being  much  in- 
toxicated he  had  gone  down  into  the  head,  where  he  had 
probably  flipped  overboard,  k was  tire  fame  perfon  who 
had  before  efcapcd  drowning  off  the  Ifle  of  Irromanga,  and 
who  afterwards  Iliot  a native  of  Tanna.  This  was  the 
fourth  and  laft  man  we  loft  in  the  courfe  of  our  whole 
voyage. 

In  the  afternoon  we  paffed  the  ifland  of  St.  lldefonfo, 
probably  fo  called  by  Spanilh  navigators  ; after  which  we 
fleered  to  the  eaftward  whilft  it  was  light,  and  tacked  tflf 
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ihe  day  broke.  At  fix  in  the  morning  we  palled  Cape  Horn, 
which  is  a large  black  rock,  at  the  extremity  of  an  ifland, 
lying  before  the  NalTau  inlet,  difeovered  by  Jacques  I’Her- 
mite  *.  This  famous  cape  has  hitherto  been  ill  placed  in 
the  charts,  but  the  two  voyages  of  captain  Cook  round  it, 
have  fixed  its  fituation  exaiftly  at  sS°  j8' S.  and  67°  46'W. 
After  taking  our  leave  of  the  South  Sea,  we  fleered  for  Le 
Maire’s  Strait,  between  Tierra  del  Fuego,  and  Staten  Ifland. 
Towards  evening,  we  came  near  enough  to  obferve,  that 
this  fide  of  Tierra  del  Fuego  had  a much  milder  afpeft, 
than  that  about  Chriftmas  Sound.  Here  the  land  Hoped 
down  from  the  hills  into  long  level  points,  covered  with 
tall  forefts  ; and  no  fnow  was  to  be  feen,  except  on  the 
diftant  weftem  mountains.  We  entered  the  ftrait  the  next 
morning,  but  were  becalmed  in  it  almofi  the  whole  day. 
Succefs  Bay  lay  open  to  our  eyes,  and  the  country  about  it 
looked  fo  rich  and  fertile,  that  we  heartily  wilhed  to  make 
fome  flay  there. 

About  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  whilft  we  were  at 
dinner,  captain  Cook  difpatched  a boat  to  the  fhore,  in  order 
to  examine  whether  the  Adventure  had  touched  there,  and 
to  leave  fome  account  of  our  palling  the  ftrait.  The’  Ihip 
in  the  mean  while  flood  on  with  faint  breezes  towards  the 

* See  Rccucil  dcs  Voyages  <jui  ont  fervi  a I'Eftabliffemert,  &c.  to!.  IV,  f. 
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fide  of  Tierra  del  Fuego,  in  order  10  take  up  the  boat  on  its  quXhXub, 
return.  A number  of  large  whales,  not  lefs  than  thirty, 
and  fome  hundreds  of  feah,  played  in  the  water  about  us. 

The  whales  went  chiefly  in  couples,  from  whence  we  fup* 
pofed'  this  to  be  the  feafon  when  the  fexes  meet.  Whenever 
’ they  fpouted  up  the  water,  or,  as  the  failors  term  it,  were 
fcen  blowing  to  windward,  the  whole  (hip  was  infefted 
with  a moll  deteflable,  rank,  and  poifonous  flench,  which 
went  off  in  the  fpace  of  two  or  three  minutes.  Sometimes 
thefc  huge  animals  lay  on  their  backs,  and  with  their  long 
pe&oral  fins  beat  the  furface  of  the  fea,  which  always 
caufed  a great  noife,  equal  to  the  explofion  of  a fwivel- 
This  kind  of  play  has  doubtlefs  given  rife  to  the  mariner’s 
ftory  of  a fight  between  the  thrafher  and  whale,  of  which 
the  former  is  faid  to  leap  out  of  the  water,  in  order  to  fall 
heavily  on  the  latter.  Here  we  had  an  opportunity  of  ob- 
ferving  the  fame  exercile  many  times  repeated,  and  difcerned 
that  all  the  belly  and  under  fide  of  the  fins  and  tail  arc  of  a 
white  colour,  whereas  the  red  is  black.  As  we  happened 
to  be  only  fixty  yards  from  one  of  thefe  animals,  we  per- 
ceived a number  of  longitudinal  furrows,  or  wrinkles,  on- 
its  belly,  from  whence  we  concluded  it  was  the  fpecies  by 
Linnxus  named  balana  hoops*  Befides  flapping  their  fins  in  the 
water,  thefe  unwieldy  animals,  of  forty  feet  in  length,  and. 
not  lefs  than  ten  feet  in  diameter,  fometimes  fairly  leaped 
into  the.  air,  and  dropped  down  again  with  a heavy  fall,. 
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ftcn&tfc.  which  made  the  water  foam  all  round  them.  The  pro- 
digious quantity  of  power  required  to  raife  fuch  a vaft  crea- 
ture out  of  the  water  is  aftonifliing  and  their  peculiar 
oeconomy  cannot  but  give  room  to  many  reflexions. 

The  boat  which  the  captain  had  Lent  to  Succefs  Bay  re- 
turned about  fix  o’clock  in  the  evening.  The  lieutenant 
acquainted  us  that  his  boat  had  been  followed  into  the  bay 
by  many  feals,  and  fome  whales,  upon'  one  of  which  the 
boaf  narrowly  cfcapcd  ftriking.  He  had  not  found  the 
lead  fign  at  the  watering-place  of  any  European  fhip  having 
lately  paffed  this  way  ; but  on  landing,  fcveral  natives  met 
him  well  dreffed  in  guanacoc-lkins,  and  large  cloaks  of 
feal-Ikins,  with  a much  more  chearful  and  happy  coun- 
tenance, than  the  poor  tribe  whom  we  had  left  at  Chriftmas 
Sound.  They  had  bracelets  of  reed,  with  filver-wire 
wrapped  about  it,  to  which  they  often  pointed,  pronouncing, 
the  word  pajfiray,  and  feeming  to  fet  no  value  on  any  thing 
our  people  had  to  offer.  It  was  concluded  that  they  had 
received  thefe  ornaments  from  the  Spaniards,  either  by 
means  of  fliips  which  had  touched  at  this  bay,  or  indireXly 
through  the  hands  of  other  tribes  to  the  north  of  the  flraii 
of  Magclhaens.  After  flaying  on  (hore  two  or  three  mi- 
nutes, our  people  re-embarked,  and  came  on  board.  We 
continued  our  courfe  through  the  Strait  of  Le  Maire,  and  the 
next  morning  ran  along  the  (hore  of  Staten  Land,  which 
was  wrapped  in  thick  fogs.  Later  in.  the  day  the  fog  cleared 
, ’ * a little 
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2 little  away,  and  gave  us  a view  of  the  land,  which  con- 
fided of  mountains,  to  the  full  as  craggy  and  barren  as 
thofe  of  the  well  coall  of  Tierra  del  Fuego,  though  not  fo 
high,  and  therefore  lefs  covered  with  fnow.  Several  iflands, 
about  thirty  yards  perpendicular  in  height,  lay  off  this 
coall,  and  feemed  entirely  covered  with  grafs  at”  the  top. 
Great  numbers  of  feals  were  feen  about  them  ; and  as  cap- 
tain Cook  was  in  want  of  oil,  he  thought  he  fliould  have 
the  bed  opportunity  of  providing  himfelf  with  this  article, 
by  coming  to  an  anchor  fomewherc  in  .the  neighbourhood. 
Thefe  iflands  were  feen  by  father  Feuillce,  who  has  given  a 
map  of  them  in  his  Voyage  to  Peru,  which  we  found  to  be 
very  erroneous.  After  turning  round  them,  we  perceived 
a fnug  harbour  on  Staten  Land,  but  captain  Cook  did  not 
choofe  to  put  in  there,  becaufe  he  was  of  opinion  he  might 
be  detained  in  it  by  contrary  winds.  He  therefore  preferred 
anchoring  under  the  lee  of  one  of  the  low  iflands  ; and  as 
the  3 1 ft  of  December  ended  at  noon,  according  to  the  nau- 
tical reckoning,  he  gave  thefe  iflands  the  name  of  New 
Year’s  Iflands,  and  the  harbour  on  Staten  Land,  that  of  New 
Year’s  Harbour. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Stay  at  the  Kew  Tears  lflands. — Difcovery  of  lands  to  the  foulhvard. 
— Return  to  tbe  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 


OU  R boats  were  hoifted  out  immediately  after  dinner, 
and  wc  went  in  them  to  the  idand,  which  was  above  a 
mile  off.  The  rocks  along  Ihore  were  covered  with  a mul- 
titude of  feals,  amongft  which  the  largeft  had  a long  fhaggy 
mane,  and  therefore  deferred  to  be  called  fea-lions  with 
much  greater  propriety,  than  thofe  fmooth  animals  to 
which  Lord  Anfon  gave  that  name  at  Juan  I'ernandez.  In- 
deed many  former  navigators  have  alfo  given  them  that 
name,  though  their  writings  are  little  read  at  prefent*. 

• Francis  Pretty,  in  Hackluyt,  III.  fpeaks  of  our  fea-lions,  p.  8oj.  “ Thefe 
feales  are  of  a wonderful!  great  bignelTe,  huge  and  monftrous  of  (hape,  and  for  the 
forepart  of  their  bodies  cannot  be  compared  to  any  thing  better  than  to  a lion  : their 
head  and  necke,  and  foreparts  of  their  bodies,  are  full  of  rough  haire.”  Sir  Richard 
Hawkins  fays  fotnething  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and  adds,  that  they  have  whilkers, 
of  which  one  may  make  tooth-picks. — See  Des  Broflcs  Nav,  aux  Terres  Auftrales, 
vol.  I.  p.  244.  Sir  John  Narborough  likewife  takes  notice  of  their  firiking  re- 
femblance  to  lions;  and  Labbe,  in  the  Lettres  des  Miflionnaires,  tom.  XV.  adds, 
that  the  fea-lion  only  differs  from  the  fea-bear  by  the  long  hair  about  his  neck ; at) 
obfervation  which  is  ftrifily  true.— See  Des  Brofles  Nav.  aux  Torres  Auftrales, 
vol.  11  p.  434. 
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We  put  into  a little  cove  under  fhcltcr  of  a few  rocks,  and 
fired  at  fome  of  thefe  fierce  animals,  mod  of  which  imme- 
diately threw  themfclvcs  into  the  water.  Some  of  the  mod 
unwieldy,  however,  kept  their  ground,  and  were  killed  by 
our  bullets.  Several  lhowers  interrupted  our  fport  for  fomc 
time,  but  the  weather  clearing  up  afterwards,  we  killed 
with  clubs  a great  number  of  the  fatted  fea-lions,  which 
our  crew  carried  on  board,  in  order  to  boil  their  blubber 
into  train-oil.  The  old  males  were  in  general  very  fat, 
and  mcafured  from  ten  to  twelve  feet  in  length  ; the  fe- 
males were  more  Render,  and  from  fix  to  eight  feet  long. 
The  weight  of  the  larged  male  amounts  to  1200  or 
1 5 00 lb.  for  one  of  a middle  fize  weighed  5501b.  after  the 
fkin,  entrails,  and  blubber  were  taken  off.  The  head  of 
the  male  has  really  fomc  rcfemblance  to  a lion’s  head,  and 
the  colour  is  likewife  very  nearly  the  fame,  being  only  a 
darker  hue  of  tawny.  The  long  ffiaggy  hair  on  the  neck 
and  throat  of  the  male,  beginning  at  the  back  of  the  head, 
bears  a drong  rcfemblance  to  a mane,  and  is  hard  and 
coarfe  to  the  touch  ; all  the  red  of  the  body  is  covered  with 
lhort  hairs,  which  lie  very  clofe  to  the  fkin,  and  form  a 
finooth  gloffy  coat.  The  lionefs  is  perfciftly  fmooth  all 
over  the  body ; but  both  fexes  are  formed  alike  with  regard 
to  the  feet,  or  rather  fins.  Thofe  fins  which  originate  near 
the  bread  arc  large  flat  pieces  of  a black  coriaceous  mem- 
brane, which  have  only  fome  frnall  indiOinsft  vediges  of 
Vol,  lb  U u u nails 
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nails  on  their  middle.  The  hinder  fins  are  rather  more 
like  feet,  being  black  membranes  divided  into  five  long 
toes,  with  a thin  thong,  or  membrane,  projeifting  far  beyond 
the  nails,  which  arc  very  fmall.  With  thefe  nails  how- 
ever we  have  feen  them  fcratch  all  parts  of  their  body. 
The  tail  is  exceffivcly  fhort,  and  hid  between  the  hind  feet 
or  fins,  which  grow  clofc  together.  The  whole  hind  quar- 
ters are  very  round,  being  covered  with  an  amazing  quan- 
tity of  fat.  The  noife  which  all  the  animals  of  this  kind 
make  together  was  various,  and  fometimes  ftunned  our  ears. 
The  old  males  fnort  and  roar  like  mad  bulls  or  lions ; the 
females  bleat  exactly  like  calves,  and  the  young  cubs  like 
lambs.  Of  the  young  we  faw  great  numbers  on  the 
beaches ; and  one  of  the  females  being  knocked  down  with 
a club,  littered  in  the  fame  inftant.  The  fea-lions  live  to- 
gether in  numerous  herds.  The  oldeft  and  fatteft  males  lie 
apart,  each  having  chofcn  a large  fione,  which  none  of  the 
reft  dares  approach  without  engaging  in  a furious  battle. 
We  havQ  often  feen  them  feize  each  other  with  a degree  of 
rage  which  is  not  to  be  deferibed  ; and  many  of  them  had 
deep  gafhes  on  their  backs,  which  they  had  received  in  the 
wars.  The  younger  a&ive  fea-lions,  with  all  the  females 
and  the  cubs,  lie  together.  They  commonly  waited  the  ap- 
proach of  our  people  j but  as  foon  as  fome  of  the  herd  were 
killed,  the  reft  took  flight  with  great  precipitation,  fome  fe- 
males carrying  off  a cub  in  their  mouths,  whilft  many  were 
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fo  terrified  as  to  leave  them  behind.  When  left  to  them- 
fclves,  they  Were  often  feen  careffing  each  other  in  the  mod 
tender  manner,  and  their  fnouts  oft  met  together,  as  if  they 
were  killing.  The  late  profeflor  Steller  found  thefe  ani- 
mals at  Bering’s  llland,  near  Kamtchatka,  where  he  was 
Ihipwrccked  j and  his  deferiptions,  the  firft  and  bell  ever 
drawn  up,  correfpond  exadlly  with  our  obfervations.  M. 
Pcrnetty,  in  his  Voyage  to  the  Falkland  Illands,  has  like- 
wife  mentioned  them ; but  his  figure,  which  is  very  inac- 
curate, is  pcrfe<5Uy  in  the  flyle  of  all  his  other  drawings,  and 
correfponds  with  the  truth  and  accuracy  of  his  writings  *. 
M.  de  Bougainville,  in  his  Voyage  round  the  World,  alfo 
fpeaks  of  them.  They  come  afliorc  on  thefe  uninhabited 
fpots  to  breed  ; they  do  not,  however,  feed  during  their  flay 
on  Ihore,  which  fometimes  lafls  feveral  weeks,  but  grow 
lean,  and  fwallow  a confiderable  quantity  of  flones  to  keep 
their  llomach  diflended.  We  were  furprifed  to  find  the 
flomachs  of  many  of  thefe  animals  entirely  empty,  and  of 
others  filled  with  ten  or  a dozen  round  heavy  Hones,  each 
of  the  fize  of  two  fids  f. 

* See  his  Voyage,  Englilh  edition,  p.  240,  and  tab.  15,  fig.  2. 

+ Bcauchcfne  Gouin,  the  French  navigator,  has  made  the  Tame  obfervation,  anj 
adds,  “ there  was  fome  appearance  that  thefe  flones  were  already  begun  to  be  di- 
gefted  j’’  though  I doubt  whether  this  part  of  the  flory  will  gain  credit  with  his 
readers.— See  Des  Broflcs  Navig.  aux  Torres  Auflralcs,  vol.  11.  p.  114.  ' 
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Having  made  fome  havock  among  thefe  creatures,  we 
walked  upon  the  fummit  of  the  ifland,  which  was  nearly 
level,  but  covered  with  innumerable  little  mounds  of  earth, 
on  each  of  which  grew  a large  tuft  of  grafs  (dactylis  ghmerata). 
The  intervals  between  thefe  tufts  were  very  muddy  and 
dirty,  which  obliged  us  to  leap  from  one  tuft  to  the  other. 
We  foon  difeovered  that  another  kind  of  feals  occupied  this 
part  of  the  ifland,  and  caufed  the  mud  by  coming  wet  out 
of  the  fca.  Thefe  were  no  other  than  the  fea-bears  which 
we  had  already  feen  at  Dufky  Bay,  but  which  were  here 
infinitely  more  numerous,  and  grown  to  a much  larger 
fize,  equalling  that  afligned  to  them  by  Stcllcr.  They  arc 
however  far  inferior  to  the  fca-lions,  the  males  being  never 
above  eight  or  nine  feet  long,  and  thick  in  proportion. 
Their  hair  is  dark  brown,  minutely  fprinkled  with  grey, 
and  much  longer  on  the  whole  body  than  that  of  the 
fca-lion,  but  does  not  form  a mane.  The  general  outline 
of  the  body,  and  the  fhape  of  the  fins  are  eraftly  the  fame. 
They  were  more  fierce  towards  us,  and  their  females  com- 
monly died  in  defence  of  their  young.  Great  numbers  of 
a fpccies  of  vultures,  commonly  called  carrion  crows  by 
the  failors  (vultur  aura),  were  feen  upon  this  ifland,  and 
probably  feed  on  young  feal-cubs,  which  either  die  in  the 
birth,  or  which  they  take  an  opportunity  to  feize  upon. 
Bcfides  them  we  alfo  found  a new  fpecies  of  hawks,  and 
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feveral  gecfe  of  the  fort  which  had  fo  well  furnifhed  out  DL^it 
our  Chriftmas  entertainment.  Here  we  likewife  faw  a.  few 
pinguin3,  of  a fpecies  which  we  had  not  met  with  before, 
fome  large  grey  petrels  of  the  fize  of  albatrofies,  being  the 
fame  fpecies  which  the  Spaniards  name  que  branta-buejfjs,  or 
the  bone-breakers,  and  fome  fliags. 

The  new  year  began  with  a very  fair  day,  though  it 
blew  frefh,  and  the  air  was  fharp.  A boat  was  difpatched  SuIul>y  *’ 
to  New  Year’s  harbour,  to  found  and  furvey  it,  but  as  lieu- 
tenant Pickerfgill  had  orders  not  to  make  any  flay  on  fhore, 
we  did  not  accompany  him,  choofing  rather  to  take  an- 
other turn  on  the  new  ifland  with  captain  Cook.  The 
flrata  of  this  ifland,  confided  of  a yellowifh  clay-flone,  and 
fometimes  of  a grey  flate,  both  which  were  of  different 
degrees  of  hardnefs,  in  different  places-  We  fell  in  with 
many  herds  of  fea-bears,  and  fea-lions,  which  we  did  not 
attack,  as  another  party  was  fent  out  upon  that  errand. 

We  obferved  however,  that  thefe  two  fpecies,  though  fome- 
times encamped  on  the  fame  beach,  always  kept  at  a great 
diflance  afunder,  and  had  no  communication  with  each 
other.  A flrong  rank  flench  is  common  to  them,  as  well 
as  to  all  other  feals ; a circumftancc  as  well  known  to  the 
ancients,  as  their  inactivity  and  drowfinefs  whild  they  lie 
on  fhore. 
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Webfooted  fcaU  forfake  the  whitening  waves, 

And  fleep  in  herds,  exhaling  naufeous  ftench. 

i * ' 

Rowing  along  (hore,  we  fell  in  with  a fpot  where 
feveral  thoufand  (hags  had  built  their  neRs,  on  thofe  ele- 
vated tufts  which  I have  mentioned  before.  Here  was  an 
opportunity  to  provide  the  whole  (hip's  company  with  a 
frcfli  meal,  which  was  not  neglcdted.  The  birds  were  for 
the  greateft  part  fo  tame,  as  to  let  our  boat’s  crew  come 
among  them  with  clubs  and  (laves ; by  which  means 
feveral  hundreds  of  them  were  killed.  On  this  day’s  cx- 
curfion  we  found  a bird  of  a new  genus,  which  was  of  the 
fizc  of  a pigeon,  and  perfectly  white.  It  belonged  to  the 
clafs  of  wading  water-fowl,  its  toes  were  half  webbed,  and 
its  eyes,  as  well  as  the  bafe  of  the  bill,  furrounded  by  many 
little  white  glands  or  warts.  It  had  fuch  an  horrid  of- 
fenfive  fmell,  that  we  could  not  tafte  the  fle(h,  though  at 
this  time  we  were  not  eafily  difgufted.  Captain  Cook  ob- 
ferved  the  latitude  on  the  eaft  end  of  the  illand,  which  was 
a barren  rock  wholly  covered  with  herds  of  feals,  flocks  of 
gulls,  (hags,  and  other  animals.  We  returned  to  dine  on 
board,  and  then  fpent  the  afternoon  upon  the  ifland  again. 
We  (hot  there  feveral  geefe,  amongft  which  was  a new 
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fpecies;  and  were  not  lcfs  fuccefsful  among  a flock  of 
pinguins,  than  we  had  been  among  the  fhags  in  the 
morning.  They  were  of  the  fize  of  fmall  gecfe,  and  of 
that  fpecies  which  is  the  mofl  common  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  the  Straits  of  Magelhaens.  The  Englifh  at  the 
Falkland  Iflands  have  named  them  jumping-jacks  *.  They 
fleep  very  found,  for  Dr.  Sparrman  met  one  of  them,  which 
he  kicked  fevcral  yards  by  accidentally  Humbling  over  it, 
without  breaking  its  fleep,  till  by  repeatedly  fhaking  the 
bird,  it  awoke.  When  the  whole  flock  was  befet,  they  all 
became  very  bold  at  once,  and  ran  violently  at  us,  biting, 
our  legs,  or  any  part  of  our  clothes.  They  are  exceffively 
hard-lived,  for  having  left  a great  number  of  them,  feem- 
ingly  dead  on  the  field  of  battle,  and  going  in  the  purfuit 
of  the  reft,  they  all  at  once  got  up,  and  walked  off  with 
great  gravity.  The  feals  and  fea  lions  were  likewife  killed 
with  great  difficulty,  but  their  fnout  was  by  far  the  mod 
fenfible  part.  Dr.  Sparrman,  and  myfelf,  were  near  being 
attacked  by  one  of  the  oldeft  fea-bears,  on  a cliff  where 
fcveral  hundreds  lay  affemblcd,  which  all  feemed  to  wait 
the  iffue  of  the  fight.  The  Do<ftor  had  difeharged  his 
mufket  at  a bird,  and  was  going  to  pick  it  up,  when. this 
old  bear  growled  and  fnarled,  and  feemed  ready  to  oppofc 
him.  As  foon  as  I was  near  enough,  I fhet  the  furly  crea- 
ture dead,  and  at  that  inftant  the  whole  herd,  feeing  their 
•.See  Phil.  Tranf.  vol,  LXVI,  part,  i, 
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champion  fallen,  hurried  to  the  fca;  and  many  of  them 
hobbled  along  with  fuch  precipitation,  as  to  leap  down  ten 
or  fifteen  yards  perpendicular,  upon  the  pointed  rocks  on 
the  fliore,  though  without  receiving  any  hurt,  which  may 
be  attributed  to  their  fat  eafily  giving  way,  and  their  hide 
being  remarkably  tough. 

The  chace  of  thefe  animals  afforded  great  fport  to  our 
people ; and  the  many  lingular  circumftances  which  muft 
flrike  the  obferver,  in  contemplating  a fpecies  of  animals 
aflbciatcd  into  numerous  herds,  gave  us  much  fatis  faction. 
All  thefe  creatures  were  here  in  their  proper  climate  ; for 
the  feals  and  fca  lions  being  loaded  with  an  immenfe  quan- 
tity of  fat,  and  the  fhags  and  pinguins  with  a thick  plu- 
mage, felt  no  inconvenience  from  the  coolncfs  of  the  wea- 
ther. The  captain  obtained  a confiderable  quantity  of 
blubber,  which  was  put  into  cafks,  and  afterwards  converted 
into  oil  ; but  a difagrecable  putrid  flench  infedled  the  whole 
fliip  for  feveral  days  after  leaving  thefe  New  Year’s  Ifles. 
In  the  evening  our  party  returned  from  New  Year’s  Har- 
bour, on  Staten  Land,  which  they  had  found  extremely 
fafe  and  commodious.  They  brought  with  them  fome 
gulls,  and  five  large  ducks  of  the  fhort-winged  fort,  which 
our  failors  called  racc-horfcs.  Each  of  thefe  weighed  fix- 
teen  pounds,  but  their  meat  was  remarkably  fetid,  and  not 
fit  to  be  eaten.  We  fpent  the  fecond  of  January  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  firfl,  ftill  making  an  acquifition  of 
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iome  new  fpecics  of  birds,  with  which  this  ifland,  notwith-  jAN’JA['r, 
Handing  its  fmall  fize,  abounded.  Among  the  reft  wc 
found  a fine  fort  of  grey  curlew,  with  a yellow  neck,  which 
was  one  of  the  ftatelieft  birds  we  had  ever  feen.  The  ve- 
getable produ&ions  of  this  fpot  were  confined  to  fix  or 
eight  fpecics,  among  which  we  faw  fomc  fmall  flirubs  not 
above  three  feet  high,  and  a new  plant ; but  the  grafs 
above  mentioned  (daclylis  ghmerata)  occupied  almoil  the 
whole  furface  of  the  ifland.  In  the  evening  we  hoifted  in 
all  our  boats,  and  the  next  morning  at  three  o’clock  we  fet  Tutrjay  * 
fail,  and  doubled  the  N.  E.  end  of  Staten  Land,  which  is 
named  Cape  St.  John  by  father  Feuillee.  A prodigious 
ftrong  tide  was  obferved  to  run  paft  our  fhip  every  day 
whilft  we  lay  at  anchor,  at  the  rate  of  four  or  five  miles  an 
hour.  This  is,  however,  fo  much  the  lefs  remarkable,  as 
the  Straits  of  Magclhaens  and  the  eaflern  coaft  of  America, 
in  high  fouthern  latitudes,  arc  likewife  known  to  have 
ftrong  tides.  The  New  Year’s  Iflands,  which  we  now  left, 
are  fituated  in  5 40  46'  S.  and  6 40  30'  W.  The  largcft 
of  them  is  about  fix  leagues,  and  that  under  which  wc  lay 
at  anchor  appeared  to  be  between  three  and  four  leagues  in 
circuit.  They  are  excellent  places  of  refrefhmcnt  for  a 
Clip’s  crew  bound  on  expeditions  like  ours  ; for  though  the 
flefli  of  fea-lions  and  pinguins  is  not  the  mod  palatable 
food,  yet  it  is  infinitely  more  falubrious  than  fait  meat  j 
and  by  fearching  the  different  iflands,  it  is  not  improbable 
Vox.  U.  X x x that 
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ji'umy.  that  a Sufficient  quantity  of  celery  and  feurvy-grafs  might' 
be  found  to  Supply  the  whole  crew,  especially  as  we  Saw 
both  the  fpccics  on  our  excurfions.  Our  fcamen  lived  Se- 
veral days  on  young  fhags  and  pinguins,  of  which  they 
found  the  former  extremely  palatable,  comparing  them  to 
young  pullets.  They  likewife  roafted  Several  little  cubs  of 
Seals,  but  there  was  a degree  of  foftnefe  in  the  meat  which 
made  it  difguftful.  The  fleffi  of  young  but  full-grown 
Sea-bears  was  greatly  preferable,  and  tailed  like  coarfe  ancf 
bad  beef;  but  that  of  the  old  Sea  lions  and  bears  was  So- 
rank  and  offenfive,  that  we  could  not  touch  it. 

After  ranging  the  eaftern  and  Southern  coaft  of  Staten: 
Land,  till  the  afternoon,  we  took  our  departure,  and  fleered 
to  the  E.  S.  E.  in  order  to  pafs  our  third  Summer  SeaSon  to 
the  Southward.  We  had  ftrong  gales,  which  carried  away 
a main-top-gallant-maft,  and  Some  ftudding  Sail-booms  ; bur 
as  the  wind  was  in  our  favour,  thefe  Ioffes  were  efteemed 
of  little  confequcnce.  A halo  of  very  great  circumference 
Thuxfd.y  5.  was  obferved  round  the  Sun  on  the  jth.  It  inclofed  a dark 
area,  but  the  circle  itSclf  wa6  white,  with  Several  fainr 
priSmatic  hues  on  the  edges.  This  was  reckoned  a prog- 
noftic  of  ftorms,  but  we  experienced  mild  weather  for  Seve- 
ral days  afterwards,  from  whence  we  may  conclude  how 
far  Such  Signs  are  to  be  relied  upon.  The  lateft  charts  pub* 
lifhed  in  England  and  France,  have  laid  down  a great  fea- 
toafl.  between  40 0 and  5 30  weft,  in  the  latitude  of  5 4<* 
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and  58°  Couth,  which  they  found  marked  in  a chart  pro- 
jected by  Ortelius,  in  i $86  *,  and  in  that  of  Mercator,  pub* 
lifhed  Co  early  as  the  year  1 569.  It  appears  to  have  been 
difeovered  by  SpaniCh  navigators,  as  the  name  of  Golfo  de 
San  Sebaftiano  leems  to  indicate.  We  palled  over  that  part 
of  the  ocean,  where  the  weftern  coaft  of  this  gulph  is  faid 
to  be  fituated,  but  did  not  meet  with  any  land.  Captain 
Furneaux  likewife  the  year  before,  parted  acrofs  both  the 
caftern  and  weftern  Chores  of  this  gulph,  in  6o°,  and  after* 
wards  58°  S.  from  6o°  to  40°  W.  without  feeing  land. 
It  appears  therefore  that  either  this  gulph  does  not  exift,  or 
that  it  is  not  rightly  laid  down  in  former  charts  ; and  the 
latter  is  much  more  probable,  fince  it  can  hardly  be  con- 
ceived by  what  means  fuch  a difeovery  could  obtain  a place 
in  the  old  charts,  without  fome  authority  to  fupport  it. 

On  the  6th,  at  eight  in  the  evening,  we  changed  our 
courfe,  and  flood  to  the  northward,  having  reached  up- 
wards of  s 8°  S.  without  feeing  any  ice  ; though  Dr.  Hal- 
ley, in  the  year  1700,  at  the  fame  feafon,  found  abun- 
dance of  ice  in  the  latitude  of  52 0 S.  A heavy  dew  fell 
on  the  8th  in  the  evening,  which  is  reckoned  an  indubit- 
able fign  of  land  ; and  petrels,  albatroftcs,  and  feals  had 
been  feen  from  time  to  time,  ever  fince  we  left  Staten  Land. 

* Sec  Mr.  Dalrymple’s  Memoir  of  a Chart  of  the  Southern  Ocean,  and  the 
Chart  itfelf,  which  bear  an  indifputable  teftimony  of  the  laudable  enthufiafm  with 
which  that  gentleman  has  profecutcd  his  inquiries  on  this  fubjcift. 
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a voyage  round  the  world. 

Having  run  into  540  S.  we  began  to  ftcer  to  the  call  ward 
again,  in  fearch  of  the  land  which  was  difcovered  by  M. 
Duclos  Guyot,  in  the  Spanilh  Ihip  Lion,  which  failed  from 
Callao  in  Peru,  in  February  17  56,  and  palled  Cape  Horn 
in  the  depth  of  Winter  *. 

We  continued  to  Hand  to  the  eaftward,  feeing  many 
birds,  and  now  and  then  pinguins,  and  fea-weeds,  till  the 
1 4th,  in  the  morning,  when  the  officer  of  the  watch  ac- 
quainted the  captain  that  an  ifland  of  ice  was  in  fight.  We 
continued  failing  towards  it  all  day  ; bat  in  the  evening  we 
difcovered  that  what  had  been  taken  for  ice,  was  really  land,, 
which  feemed  to  be  of  great  height,  and  covered  with  fnow 
for  the  grcatcR  part.  By  conlulting  the  accounts  of 
M.  Guyot,  it  appears  to  be  certain,  that  this  land  is  the 
fame  of  which  he  faw  the  fouth  end  in  June  17 56,  and 
which  he  named  IHe  de  St.  Pierre.  He  lays  it  down  in  38“ 
t o'  W.  from  Greenwich,  which  agrees  entirely  with  our 
obfervations  of  the  north-well  extremity,  and  is  only  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  leagues  to  the  well  of  the  longitude 
which  we  affign  for  the  S.  E.  end  f.  Notwithllanding  this 
coincidence,  many  were  Hill  of  opinion  that  we  only  faw 


• See  a Colle&ion  of  Voyages,  chiefly  in  ihe  Southern  Atlantic  Ocean,  pub- 
lifhed  by  Mr.  Dalrymplc,  1775.  The  land  feen  by  Antonio  la  Roche,  in  1675, 
appears  to  be  the  fame  with  this  difcovered  in  the  Lion. 

t See  the  Extract  of  Mr.  Guyot’s  Journal,  published  by  Mr.  Dalrymplc  in' 
his  Collection  of  Voyages  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  Ocean,  p,  5,  and  p,  15, 
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an  ifland  of  ice ; and  as  the  wind  was  very  boifierous  the 
next  day,  and  the  weather  extremely  foggy,  the  point  re- 
mained undetermined  till  the  1 6th.  We  had  very  cold 
weather  all  this  time,  the  thermometer  being  at  341°,  and 
great  falls  of  fnow  covering  our  decks.  On  the  1 6 th,  in 
the  morning,  we  had  light  of  the  land  again,  and  found 
its  mountains  of  a vaft  height,  covered  with  loads  of  fnow 
and  ice,  in  moll  places  down  to  the  water’s  edge.  The  only 
parts  which  were  clear  of  fnow  were  a few  black  and  bar- 
ren cliffs,  and  particularly  fome  huge  hollow  rocks,  that 

— ■ . o’er  their  wave- worn  bafis  bowed.  Shakespeare. 

Towards  the  fouth  end  of  this  land  we  faw  feveral  low 
iflands,  Ukc  the  New  Year’s  iflands,  which  appeared  to  have 
fome  verdure  upon  them,  and  were  therefore  called  the 
Green  Iflands.  As  it  had  been  the  main  object  of  our 
voyage  to  explore  the  high  fouthern  latitude,  my  father 
fuggefted  to  captain  Cook,  that  it  would  be  proper  to  name 
this  land  after  the  monarch  who  had  fet  on  foot  our  expe- 
dition, folely  for  the  improvement  of  fcience,  and  whofe 
name  ought  therefore  to  be  celebrated  in  both  hemi- 
fphercs, 

■■■  - T ua  fc&us  orbi» 

Nomina  ducct  ! Hor.' 

It  was  accordingly  honoured  with  the  name  of  Southern 
Georgia,  which  will  give  it  importance,  and  continue  to- 

fpread 


S 25 


•77S- 

Jancakv. 


Digitized  by  Google 


s 26 


*77  5- 

J kti  CARY. 


Tuefiby  17. 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 

fprcad  a degree  of  lutlre  over  it,  which  it  cannot  derive 
from  its  barrennefs  and  dreary  appearance. 

In  the  afternoon  we  faw  two  rocky  iflands  at  the  north 
end  of  Georgia,  which  lay  about  a league  afunder,  and  were 
of  a dull  black  colour.  We  fleered  towards  them,  and 
about  five  o’clock  paffed  in  the  middle  between  them.  The 
northernmoft  was  a craggy  cliff,  nearly  perpendicular, 
which  contained  the  ncfls  of  many  thoufand  fhags,  and  was 
named  Willis’s  Ifland ; it  is  fituated  in  540  S.  and  38° 
2 s'  W.  The  fouihernmoft  Hoped  gradually  to  the  wcfl- 
ward,  being  covered  on  that  fide  with  fome  grafs,  and  with 
innumerable  flocks  of  birds  of  all  forts,  from  the  largeft  al- 
batroffes  down  to  the  leafl  petrels,  for  which  reafon  it  was 
named  Bird  Ifland,  Great  numbers  of  fhags,  pinguins* 
divers,  and  other  birds  played  about,  and  fettled  in  the 
water  around  us,  this  cold  climate  feeming  to  be  perfectly 
agreeable  to  them.  Several  porpeffes  were  likewife  noticed, 
and  many  feals  were  feen,  which  probably  came  to  breed 
on  thefe  inhofpitablc  fliores. 

We  ran  along  the  north-eafl  coafl  of  the  land  till  it  was 
dark,  when  we  brought  to,  and  did  not  refume  our  courfe 
till  the  next  morning  at  three  o’clock.  The  afpeft  of  the 
land  was  extremely  unpromifing  ; the  mountains  were  the 
moll  craggy  we  had  ever  feen,  and  formed  many  fharp 
points,  between  which  the  intervals  were  filled  up  with 
fhow.  We  paffed  a bay,  which,  from  the  number  of  low 
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green  iflands  in  ir,  was  named  the  Bay  of  Iflands,  and 
opened  another,  towards  which  we  flood  with  the  (hip,, 
having  foundings  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  miles. 
About  nine  o’clock  a boat  was  hoifted  out,  and  captain- 
Cook,  accompanid  by  one  midfhipman,  my  father,  Dr, 
Sparrman,  and  myfelf,  went  into  the  bay.  We  founded  in 
the  entrance,  but  found  no  bottom  with  thirty-four  fathom. 
Upon  advancing  into  the  furtheft  recefs  of  the  bay,  we  foon 
obferved  a folid  mafs  of  ice,  fuch  as  is  found  in  the  harbours- 
of  Spidbergen  *,  in  the  northern  hemifphere.  This  mafs  of 
ice  bore  a great  refemblance  to  thofe  detached  iflands,  of 
which  we  faw  fuch  numbers  floating  upon  the  ocean  in  the 
high  fouthern  latitudes.  The  fliores  of  the  bay,  nearer  the 
fea,  were  clear  of  fnow,  but  cxceflivcly  dreary,  and  almoft 
perpendicular.  We  landed  in  a fpot  which  was  perfectly 
fiieltered  from  the  fwell,  and  where  the  land  formed  a long, 
projecting  point.  Here  we  faw  a number  of  feals  aflemblcd. 
on  a ftony  beach,  and  among  them  a huge  animal,  which 
we  had  taken  to  be  a rock  at  a diftance,  but  which  proved, 
to  be  exaftly  the  fame  animal  with  lord  Anfon’s  fca-lion.. 
The  midlhipman  fliot  it  through  the  head  whilft  it  lay  fall, 
afleep,  and  we  afterwards  found  a younger  one  of  the  fame 
Sort.  It  was  all  over  of  a dark  grey  colour,  with  a flight, 
olive  call,  fomething  like  the  feals  in  the  northern  hemi- 


* See  the  Hon.  captain  Phipp’s  (now  lord  Mulgrave’s)  Voyage  toward?,  the 
North  Pole,  1775. 
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fphere.  It  likewife  refembled  thefe  animals  in  the  more 
perfect  fliape  of  its  fore  feet,  and  the  want  of  external  ears. 
Its  nofe  projected  far  beyond  the  mouth,  and  had  a loofe 
wrinkled  lkin,  which  may  perhaps  be  occafionally  puffed 
up  when  the  animal  is  angry,  and  will  in  that  cafe  form 
fomething  like  the  creft  which  has  been  figured  in 
i lie  print  accompanying  lord  Anfon’s  voyage.  The 
animal  which  we  examined  was  about  thirteen  feet  long, 
but  in  proportion,  of  a more  flender  make  than  the 
fca-lion  with  a mane,  which  we  faw  at  Staten  Land  *.  Here 
we  likewife  found  a flock  of  about  twenty  pinguins,  of  a 
much  greater  fize  than  any  we  had  hitherto  feen  ; they  were 
thirty-nine  inches  long,  and  weighed  forty  pounds.  Their 
belly  was  of  a mod  enormous  fize,  and  covered  with  a 
vaft  quantity  of  fat.  An  oval  fpot  of  bright  yellow,  or 
lemon  colour,  appears  on  each  fide  of  the  head,  and  is 
edged  with  black,  the  reft  of  the  body  being  of  a blackifh- 
grey  colour  on  the  whole  back,  and  upper-fide,  and  white 
• on  the  belly,  under  the  fins,  and  all  the  fore-part.  Thefe 
birds  were  fo  dull,  as  hardly  to  waddle  from  us  ; we  eafily 
overtook  them  by  running,  and  knocked  them  down  with 
flicks.  When  we  returned  on  board,  we  found  that  they 
were  mentioned  by  that  great  zoologift  Mr.  Pennant,  in 

* This  animat,  or  Anfon’s  fca-lion,  (fhoca  leanina,  Linn.)  feems  to  be  the  fame 
which  the  Englith,  at  Falkland  Ifland,  hare  called  the  clapmatch-fcal^— See  the 
rhUof.  Tranfadl.  vol.  LX  VI  part  i. 
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the  Phil.  Tranf.  by  the  name  of  Patagonian  pinguins,  and 
we  likewife  fuppofe  them  to  be  the  fame  fpecies  which 
the  English  at  the  Falkland  Iflands,  have  named  yellow, 
or  king  pinguins  *.  The  feals  which  we  found  here, 
were  more  fierce,  than  any  we  had  feen  on  the  New  Year’s 
Ifles,  and  did  not  run  out  of  our  way.  The  youngeft  cubs 
barked  at  us,  and  ran  after  our  heels  when  we  palled  by 
them,  trying  to  bite  our  legs.  They  were  all  of  the  fpecies 
which  I have  before  named  fea-bears,  furjjne  feals,  PennJ 
and  not  a fingle  fea-lion  with  a mane,  was  to  be  feen  - 
among  them.  We  climbed  upon  a little  hummock,  about 
eight  yards  high,  where  we  found  two  fpecies  of  plants ; 
•one  was  the  grafs  which  grows  plentifully  on  the  New 
Year’s  Ifles  (daElfis  glomcrata),  and  the  other  a kind  of  burnct 
(fanguifirba.)  Here  captain  Cook  difplayed  the  Britilh  flag, 
and  performed  the  ceremony  of  taking  poflcfllon  of  thefe 
barren  rocks,  " in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  and 
his  heirs  for  ever.’’  A volley  of  two  or  three  mulkets  was 
fired  into  the  air,  to  give  greater  weight  to  this  aflertion; 
and  the  barren  rocks  re-echoed  with  the  found,  to  the 
utter  amazement  of  the  feals  and  pinguins,  the  inhabitants 
of  thefe  newly  difeovered  dominions.  The  rocks  confided 
of  a bluilh  grey  flate,  in  horizontal  flrata,  of  which  many 
fragments  every  where  covered  the  beaches.  As  far  as 

* See  the  Pbilofophical  Tranfaftions,  vol.  LX VI.  part  i. 
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>kj.  we  were  able  to  examine  them,  they  contained  no  other 
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minerals  of  any  kind  •,  the  whole  country  being  ufelefs, 
and  frightfully  barren  in  every  refpeft.  We  embarked 
foon  after  with  a load  of  feals,  pinguins,  and  fhags,  and 
leaving  this  bay,  which  was  named  Pofleflion  Bay,  and  is 
fituatcd  in  5 40  is'  S.  and  37  0 1 s'  W.  arrived  fafeon  board 
before  noon.  During  our  flay  on  fhore,  we  faw  fome 
fmall  fragments  of  ice  floating  out  to  fea,  and  heard  the 
huge  mafles  in  the  fartheft  part  of  the  bay,  crack  very  loud 
from  time  to  time.  We  continued  to  coall  the  land  during 
the  two  following  days,  and  difcovered  fcveral  bays  and 
head-lands  upon  it,  which  were  fucceflively  named  Cum- 
berland Bay,  Cape  George,  Royal  Bay,  Cape  Charlotte,  and 
Sandwich  Bay.  The  appearance  of  the  land  was  always 
nearly  the  fame  ; its  mountains  towards  the  fouth  were 
exceflively  high,  and  divided  into  innumerable  ragged 
points,  like  the  flames  in  a raging  fire.  Mr.  Hodges  has 
drawn  a very  mafterly  view  of  part  of  this  coaft,  where  the 
horrors  and  caricatures  of  nature  are  faithfully  copied,  in 
that  great  ftyle  which  is  peculiar  to  him,  and  which  ani- 
mates  all  his  views  of  favage  countries.  The  drawings  I 
here  mention  arc  engraved,  and  intended  for  captain  Cook’3 
account  of  this  voyage. 

On  the  19th  we  reached  the  S.  E.  extremity  of  fouthern 
Georgia,  which  we  now  difcovered  to  be  an  ifland,  between 
fifty  and  fixty  leagues  in  length.  A rock  which  was  named 
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Cooper’s  Ifland,  lies  off  the  fouth  end,  in  540  52'  S.  and 
35°  5°  W.  Wc  difcovercd  at  the  fame  time,  an  ifland  to 
the  fou\h-eaftward,  about  fourteen  leagues  diftant,  of  which 
we  could  not  yet  determine  the  fize. 

We  failed  towards  it  on  the  20th  in  the  morning,  after 
having  coafted  the  fouth  end  of  the  Ifle  of  Georgia,  till 
we  came  in  fight  of  the  Green  Iflands,  difeovered  on  the 
16th.  The  weather  had  for  thefe  four  days  pafl,  been 
extremely  fair,  and  favourable  for  the  purpofe  of  exploring 
this  land ; the  winds  had  likewife  been  gentle,  and  the  air 
Very  mild.  We  had  however,  no  fooner  left  the  coaft,  than 
a ftrong  gale,  attended  with  fogs  and  rains  fprung  up, 
which  obliged  us  to  take  in  all  our  topfails  ; but  it 
fortunately  was  of  a fliort  duration,  for  at  midnight  we 
were  becalmed.  The  land  towards  which  wc  failed,  was 
fo  much  involved  in  fogs,  that  our  feamen  were  uncertain 
of  the  fituation,  and  continued  to  tack  from  time  to  time, 
in  order  to  avoid  it.  The  fog  continued  during  the  21ft, 
and  2 2(1,  and  obliged  us  to  change  our  courfe  very  fre- 
quently. 

On  the  23d,  the  fame  thick  weather,  being  attended 
with  a frefh  bree/.e,  we  flood  boldly  on  a tack,  which  all 
on  board  were  firmly  perfuaded,  would  carry  us  dircftly 
from  the  land.  Inftead  of  that,  about  eleven  o’clock, 
lieutenant  Clerke  faw  the  breakers  fcarce  half  a mile  ahead, 
and  fcvcral  Ihags  came  to  meet  us,  which  feldom  go  to  a 
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greater  diftance  from  land.  We  now  difcovered  that  we 
had  very  providentially  efcaped  being  wrecked  on  the 
land,  by  making  the  circuit  of  it  without  knowing  it.  We 
put  about  inftantly  after  this  difcovery,  and  Hood  off  and 
on  all  day,  as  well  as  the  next,  becaufe  the  fame  kind  of 
thick  fog,  with  frequent  intervals  of  calm  weather  con- 
tinued. In  the  evening  however,  the  fog  cleared  for  a 
little  while,  and  gave  us  a fair  view,  both  of  the  Ifle  of 
Georgia,  and  of  the  fmaller  one  round  which  we  had 
failed.  We  found  the  latter  of  an  inconfiderable  fize,  and 
furrounded  with  other  broken  rocks  ; the  whole  dangerous 
group  was  therefore  named  Clerke’s  rocks,  and  lies  in  s-S°: 
Wednetd.  ij.  S.  and  34?  5 o' W.  Early  on  the  25th,  we  directed  our 
courfe  to  the  eaflward,  and  afterwards  fomewhat  foutherly,. 
in  order  to  make  another  run  towards  the  fouth  before  we 
returned  into  milder  climates. 

It  has  been  fuppofed,  that  all  parts  of  this  globe,  in- 
cluding thofe  which  are  barren  and  dreary  in  the  higheft 
degree,  are  fit  to  become  the  abode  of  men.  Before  we 
arrived  at  this  Ifland  of  Georgia,  we  had  nothing  to  oppofe 
to  this  opinion,  Cnee  even  the  wintery  fhores  of  Tierra  del 
Fuego  were  inhabited  by  human  beings,  who  were  ftill  one 
flep  removed  from  brutes.  But  the  climate  of  Tierra  del 
Fuego  is  mild  with  refpeft  to  that  of  Georgia,  the  difference 
in  the  thermometer  which  we  obferved,  being  at  leaft  ten 
degrees.  It  has  befides  the  advantage  of  producing  a 
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quantity  of  fhrubbery  and  wood,  fufficient  to  fupply  the 
wants  of  the  natives,  who  are  by  that  means  enabled  to  reft 
fheltered  from  the  inclemencies  of  the  air,  and  to  light  fires, 
which  give  them  warmth,  and  may  fervc  to  make  their  food 
eatable  and  wholefome.  As  New  Georgia  is  wholly  deftitute 
of  wood,  and  of  any  other  combuftible  to  ferve  as  a fuc- 
cedaneum,  I apprehend  it  would  be  impoffible  for  any  race 
of  men  to  live  upon  it,  though  they  ihould,  inftead  of  the 
ilupidity  of  the  Peflerais,  be  poflefled  of  the  ingenuity  of 
Europeans.  The  fummers  of  this  new  ifland  are  rigoroufly 
cold,  the  thermometer  having  never  rifen  ten  degrees  above 
the  freezing  point,  during  our  flay  on  the  coail  ; and  though 
we  have  reafon  to  fuppofe,  that  the  winters  are  not  colder 
in  the  fame  proportion  as  in  our  hemifphere,  yet  it  is 
probable  there  will  be  at  lead  a difference  of  twenty  or 
thirty  degrees.  This  I think  is  fufficient  to  kill  any  men 
who  may  furvive  the  fummer  there,  fuppofing  them  pro- 
vided with  no  other  defence  than  that  which  the  country 
affords.  But  South  Georgia,  befides  being  uninhabitable, 
does  not  appear  to  contain  any  fingle  article,  for  which  it 
might  be  viGted  occaGonally  by  European  fkips.  Seals, 
and  fea-lions,  of  which  the  blubber  is  accounted  an  article 
of  commerce,  are  much  more  numerous  on  the  defart  coafls . 
of  South  America,  the  Falkland,  and  the  New  Year’s  Iflands, 
where  they  may  likewife  be  obtained  at  a much  fmaller 
rifk.  If  the  northern  ocean  ihould  ever  be  cleared  of 
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whales,  by  our  annual  fifhcries,  we  might  then  vifit  the 
other  hcmifpherc,  where  thefe  animals  arc  known  to  be 
numerous.  However,  there  feems  to  be  little  neceffity  to 
advance  fo  far  fouth  as  New  Georgia  in  queft  of  them, 
fmee  the  Portuguefe,  and  the  North  Americans,  have  of  late 
years  killed  numbers  of  them  on  the  coaft  of  America,  going 
no  farther  than  the  Falkland  Iflands.  It  fliould  therefore 
feem  probable,  that  though  Southern  Georgia  may  hereafter 
become  important  to  mankind,  that  period  is  at  prefent  fo 
far  remote,  and  perhaps  will  not  happen,  till  Patagonia  and 
Tierra  del  Fuego  arc  inhabited,  and  civilifed  like  Scotland 
and  Sweden. 

We  flood  to  the  fouthward  on  the  26th,  with  a frefli 
breeze,  and  the  horizon  tolerably  clear,  confidering  the 
ufual  weather  of  thefe  climates,  and  returned  to  our  wonted 
but  loathed  diet  of  falted  meat,  having  eaten  the  lafl  pin- 
guin  which  we  had  killed  in  Pofleflion  Bay  ; however,  the 
expectation  of  a fpeedy  arrival  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
in  fomc  mcafurc  alleviated  our  fuflferings.  On  the  27  th 
at  noon  we  had  palled  the  latitude  of  yyr0  S.  and  faw  fe- 
veral  fulmars  ( proceHaria  glacia/isj  which  are  commonly  the 
forerunners  of  ice  in  high  latitudes.  Accordingly  in  the 
evening,  between  fix  and  feven,  we  faw  fevcral  iflands  of 
ice,  and  a quantity  of  loofc  ice.  Fogs  and  wet  weather  fet 
in  this  day,  which  prevented  our  fleering  fo  much  to  the 
fouthward  as  we  had  hitherto  done.  Many  great  mafles 
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of  ice  furroundcd  us  on  all  (ides  the  next  day,  and  in  the 
afternoon  a large  bed  of  fmall  ice,  adjoining  to  feveral 
fields  of  ice,  flopped  our  farther  progrefs,  greatly  to  the  fa- 
tisfadlion  of  all  the  crew,  who  were  at  prefent  thoroughly 
tired  of  this  dreadful  climate,  and  exhaufted  by  perpetual 
watching  and  attendance,  which  the  frequency  and  fudden 
appearance  of  dangers  required.  Wc  had  this  time  pene- 
trated only  a few  minutes  beyond  6o°  S.  and  gradually 
fleered  to  the  northward,  as  well  as  the  winds,  the  thick- 
nefs  of  the  weather,  and  the  ice  would  permit.  Many  of 
our  people  were  at  this  time  afllidled  with  fevere  rheumatic 
pains  and  colds,  and  fome  were  fuddenly  taken  with  faint- 
ing fits,  fince  their  unwholefome,  juicelefs  food  could  not 
fupply  the  wafle  of  animal  fpirits.  The  thermometer  flood 
at  350  in  thefe  high  latitudes  ; and  this  degree  of  cold,  as 
well  as  the  continuance  of  fnow-fhowers  and  wet  fogs, 
greatly  retarded  the  recovery  of  our  patients.  However,  as 
wc  now  fleered  to  the  northward,  we  were  in  hopes  of  foon 
reaching  a milder  climate,  fully  perfuaded  that  no  farther 
obllacles  lay  in  wait  to  try  our  patience.  But  we  were  again 
doomed  to  experience  difappointment,  and  difeovered  an- 
other frozen  country,  which 
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Lies  dark  and  wild,  beat  with  perpetual  dorms 
Of  whirlwind  and  dire  hail ; which  on  firm  land 
Thaws  nor,  but  gathers  heap,  and  ruin.  feem& 
Of  ancient  pile. 
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jAxuVtr  The  difcovery  of  this  land  happened  on  the  31ft  of  Ja- 
Tatidi/ 11.  nuary}  at  fCven  in  the  morning,  when  the  weather  was  fo 
hazy,  that  we  could  not  fee  four  or  five  miles  around  us. 
We  ran  towards  it  near  an  hour,  when  we  were  within  half 
a mile  of  the  rocks,  which  were  black,  cavernous,  and  per- 
pendicular to  a vaft  height,  inhabited  by  flocks  of  (hags, 
and  beaten  by  dreadful  breakers.  Thick  clouds  veiled  the 
upper  parts  of  the  mountains,  but  one  immenfe  peak  ap- 
peared towering  beyond  them,  covered  with  fnow.  It  was 
agreed  by  all  prefent,  that  the  perpendicular  height  of  this 
mountain  could  not  be  far  fhort  of  two  miles.  We  founded 
with  170  fathom  clofc  in  Ihore,  and  then  put  about,  (land- 
ing to  the  fouth,  in  order  to  weather  the  weftern  point, 
which  we  had  now  difeovered.  We  had  not  run  above  an 
hour  on  this  tack,  when  we  faw  high  mountains  to  the 
S.  S.  E.  about  five  or  fix  leagues  diflant,  which,  from  the 
courfe  we  had  kept,  we  muft  have  narrowly  efcaped  about 
midnight.  This  being  the  fouthernmoft  extremity  of  the 
land,  my  father  named  it  Southern  Thule,  a name  which 
captain  Cook  has  preferved.  It  is  fituated  in  S9°  30'  S. 
and  2 70  30'  W.  At  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  put 
about,  and  flood  to  the  northward,  beyond  the  point  which 
we  had  firft  feen.  This  now  appeared  to  be  a black  rock, 
feparated  from  a great  projecting  head-land.  The  rock  was 
named  Freezeland’s  Head,  from  a German  failor  who  firft 
difeovered  it,  and  .lies  in  58°  S5  S.  and  27?  W.  The 
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head-land,  which  has  fincc  been  named  Cape  Briflol,  ap- 
peared to  be  connected  with  the  Southern  Thule,  by  fomc 
lands  which  we  faw  very  far  to  the  eaftward,  forming  a 
fpacious  bay.  Captain  Cook,  however,  did  not  venture  to 
lofe  any  time  in  the  inveftigation  of  this  coaft,  where  he 
was  expofed  to  imminent  danger  from  the  violence  of 
wellerly  winds.  He  chofe  rather  to  explore  its  northern 
extremities,  which  befides,  were  doubtlcfs  the  molt  likely  to 
be  of  importance  to  navigators.  We  kept  at  the  diflancc 
of  two  or  three  leagues  from  the  land,  having  little  winds, 
and  feeing  the  coaft  every  where  fteep  and  inacceffiblc. 
The  mountains  appeared  to  be  of  vaft  heighr,  their  fummits 
being  conftantly  wrapped  in  clouds,  and  the  lower  part  co- 
vered with  fnow  down  to  the  water's  edge  in  fuch  a man- 
ner, that  we  Ihould  have  found  it  difficult  to  pronounce 
whether  we  faw  land  or  ice,  if  fome  hollow  rocks  had  not 
fhewn  their  black  and  naked  caverns  in  feveral  places. 

We  found  ourfelves  abreaft  of  another  projetfting  point  in 
the  morning,  which  captain  Cook  has  fincc  named  Cape 
Montague,  and  which  feems  to  be  connctftcd  with  Cape 
Briflol,  a kind  of  bay  lying  between  them.  Beyond  it  we 
difeovered  another  point  to  the  north,  which  upon  our 
nearer  approach  was  found  to  be  a feparate  ifland,  and 
named  Saunders’s  Ifland.  It  was  not  inferior  in  height  to 
the  mountainous  coaft  to  the  fouth  of  it,  and  was  covered 
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with  fnow  and  ice  in  the  fame  manner.  It  is  fituated  in 
5 7°  48'  S.  and  26°  3 s'  W. 

We  had  little  wind  during  night,  but  with  the  return  of 
day-light,  flood  to  the  eaftward,  in  order  to  weather  Saun- 
ders’s Ifland.  On  this  courfe  we  faw  two  fmall  iflands  far 
to  the  northward  of  us,  which,  from  the  day,  were  named 
Candlemas  Iflands.  Wc  could  not  accomplifh  our  point 
with  a Angle  board,  but  the  wind  being  contrary,  tacked 
all  the  afternoon,  in  order  to  double  the  northern  extremity 
of  Saunders’s  Ifland.  We  came  very  near  it  feveral  times, 
and  obferved  a flat  point  or  beach  running  out  to  the  north- 
ward, covered  with  heaps  of  Ihingle,  which  were  piled  up 
in  the  wildeft  manner,  and  offered  nothing  but  fharp  points 
and  ridges  to  the  eye.  The  whole  country  had  the  moft 
defolate  and  horrid  appearance  which  can  poffibly  be  con- 
ceived j not  a Angle  grafs  could  be  difeerned  upon  it,  and  it 
ieemed  to  be  forfaken  even  by  the  amphibious  and  lumpifh 
animals  which  dwelt  on  Southern  Georgia.  In  fhort,  we 
could  not  help  applying  to  it,  that  remarkable  expreflion 
of  Pliny, 

Pus  mundi  damnata  a rerum  naturvt,  et  denfi  merfa  caligine. 

Hift.  Nat.  lib.  xv.  c.  36. 

The  wind  permitted  us  the  next  day  to  approach' 
the  Candlemas  Ifles,  in  order  to  afeertain  their  Atuation, 

which 
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which  we  found  to  be  in  570  10  S.  and  27°  6 W.  Wc 
now  fleered  to  the  eaftward,  and  loft  fight  of  the  fouthcrn 
land,  having  doubled  its  northern  extremity.  Captain  Cook 
at  firft  gave  it  the  general  name  of  Snowland,  but  after- 
wards honoured  it  with  that  of  Sandwich  Land.  I am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  this  land  has  been  difeovered  by  thofe 
early  navigators,  who  have  furnifhed  the  geographers  with 
the  Gulph  of  St.  Scbaftian,  and  the  ifle  of  CrefTalina.  It 
remains  very  doubtful,  whether  the  different  projecting 
points  of  Thule,  Cape  Briftol,  and  Cape  Montague,  form  one 
connected  land,  or  fevcral  diftinCt  iflands ; and  this  may 
probably  continue  undetermined  for  ages  to  come,  fince  an 
expedition  to  thofe  inhofpitable  parts  of  the  world,  befidcs 
being  extremely  perilous,  does  not  feem  likely  to  be  pro- 
ductive of  great  advantages  to  mankind.  It  was  the  ob- 
ject of  our  hazardous  voyage  to  explore  the  fouthern  hemi- 
i'phere  to  the  fixtieth  degree  of  latitude,  and  to  afeertain  the 
exiftence  of  a fouthern  continent  in  the  temperate  zone. 
Our  different  tracks  have  not  only  rendered  it  evident,  that 
a continent  does  not  exift  in  the  temperate  fouthern  zone, 
but  have  likewife  made  it  probable,  by  advancing  into  the 
frigid  zone  to  feventy  one  degrees  fouth,  that  the  fpace 
within  the  antarCtic  circle  is  far  from  being  every  where 
filled  up  with  land.  The  exiftence  of  fuch  a continent  has 
been  believed  by  the  moft  philofophic  enquirers  of  the  pre- 
fent  age ; and  this  opinion,  though  now  fo  much  invali- 
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dated,  is  neverthelcfs  a proof  of  their  great  intelligence, 
confidering  the  few  data  upon  which  they  could  proceed. 
Without  afeertaining  whether  Sandwich  Land  is  part  of  a 
greater  traft,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  mention,  that  one 
of  the  reafons  alledged  in  favour  of  a continent,  has  lately 
been  overthrown  by  experiments.  It  has  always  been  fup- 
pofed  that  the  ice,  which  is  feen  floating  in  immenfe  quan- 
tities on  the  fea,  muft  be  formed  on  fliore  from  fnow  or 
frefli  water  ; but  it  has  now  been  proved  that  fea-water  will 
freeze,  and  that  the  ice  which  is  thus  formed  does  not  con- 
tain any  particles  of  fait,  except  where  it  comes  in  contaiS 
with  the  water,  which  introduces  itfelf  into  its  pores  and 
intcrfticcs  *. 

The  barrennefs  of  Sandwich  Land,  the  gradual  encreafe 
of  the  nights,  and  the  approach  of  a more  rigorous  feafon 
in  thefe  high  latitudes,  added  to  the  confideration  that  we 
had  a long  run  to  make  before  we  arrived  at  another  place 
of  rcfrdhmcnt,  and  that  our  provifions  were  almcft  ex- 
pended, induced  captain  Cook  to  abandon  the  further  invefti- 
gation  of  the  coaft,  and  to  fleer  to  the  eaftward,  nearly  in 
the  parallel  of  58°  S.  where  we  had  frequent  fnow  {Low- 
ers, faw  many  ice-iflands  every  day,  and,  contrary  to  our 
former  obfervations,  found  the  northerly  winds  colder  than 

• See  Mr.  Nairne’s  Experiments  in  the  LXVI.  vol.  of  the  Philofophical  Tranf- 
aflions,  part  i. 
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thofe  from  the  fouthj  on  which  a ftrong  prefumption  may 
be  founded,  that  there  is  no  land  in  the  laft  mentioned  di- 
rection. 

The  four  krout,  that  excellent  antifcorbutic  food,  of 
which  fixty  large  calks  were  put  on  board  our  (hip,  was 
now  entirely  confumed,  and  the  want  of  it  was  feverely  felt 
from  the  captain  down  to  the  failor.  It  enabled  us  to  eat 
our  portion  of  fait  meat,  of  which  it  corrected  the  feptic 
quality.  The  wifli  for  a fpeedy  releafe  from  this  naufeous 
diet  now  became  univerfal,  and  our  continuance  in  the  high 
latitudes  of  _j8°  and  5 70  was  difagreeable  to  all  on  board. 
On  the  1 jth  wc  bore  away  to  the  northward,  having  crolTed 
the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  and  on  the  17  th,  at  noon, 
reached  the  parallel  of  M.  Bouvet’s  difeovery  of  Cape  Cir- 
cumcifion,  when  we  again  ran  to  the  eaftward  that  we  might 
not  mifs  it.  The  weather  was  favourable  for  the  purpofe  ; 
we  had  a fair  wind,  and  could  fee  to  the  dillance  of  eight 
or  ten  leagues.  On  the  1 9th,  in  the  morning,  we  eroded 
the  place  where  this  cape  is  laid  down  by  M.  des  Loziers 
Bouvet,  according  to  his  own  journal  *,  without  having  at 
that  time  the  lead  Cgns  of  land,  or  palling  more  than  four 
or  five  iflands  of  ice  in  the  courfe  of  the  whole  day.  We 
continued  to  run  on  in  the  fame  parallel  till  the  2 2d,  hav- 


• See  Mr.  Dalrympie’s  Collection  of  Voyages  in  the  Southern  Atlantic  Ocean, 
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Fiiiui'.T  ing  then  explored  fix  degrees  of  longitude  to  the  weft  of  M. 

Uouvet’s  fuppofed  land,  and  about  fcven  degrees  to  the  eaft 
of  it.  Captain  Furncaux  likewife,  after  failing  over  the 
fpace  where  the  Gulph  of  St.  Sebaftian  is  delineated  in  the 
charts,  and  palling  between  our  two  difeoveries  of  Georgia 
and  Sandwich  Land,  crofted  the  meridian  of  Cape  Circum- 
cifion,  in  the  latitude  of  5 40  S.  without  meeting  with  land. 
From  the  joint  authority  of  thefe  two  tracks,  we  have  great 
room  to  fuppofe,  that  Mr.  des  Loziers  Bouvet  faw  only  a field 
of  ice,  with  fuch  huge  mountainous  illands  of  ice  upon  it, 
as  we  fell  in  with  on  the  1 4 th  of  December,  1772*.  Some 
of  our  officers  were  at  that  time  ftrongly  of  opinion  that 
they  faw  land,  as  the  ice  bore  a ftriking  refemblance  to  it, 
and  the  French  captain  might  be  deceived  in  the  fame  man- 
ner. Captain  Cook  was  unwilling  to  leave  it  in  doubt 
whether  there  was  land  or  not  in  the  fituation  of  that  field 
of  ice  feen  in  the  beginning  of  our  voyage  ; and  therefore 
directed  his  courfe  acrofs  it  on  the  23d,  without  meeting 
with  any  obftaclcs  in  his  way,  nor  feeing  a fingle  ifland  of 
ice  in  the  fame  fpot  which  had  been  covered  with  immenfe 
floating  mafles  about  two  years  and  two  months  before. 
Being  now  well  allured  that  there  was  no  confiderable  land 
in  this  part  of  the  ocean,  we  fleered  to  the  northward,  in 
order  to  make  the  bell  of  our  way  towards  the  Cape  of  Good 


* See  vol.  I.  p,  9S. 
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Hope.  The  winds  being  north-wefterly,  and  blowing  very  M’”5* 
frefh,  obliged  us  to  make  a great  deviation  to  the  eaft  of 
our  proper  eourfe,  till  the  firft  of  March,  when  we  could  w«intrd. 
fleer  directly  towards  the  Cape.  The  wind,  however,  foon 
fhifted,  and  blew  from  its  former  quarter  at  feveral  inter- 
vals. Its  frequent  changes  occafioned  great  difeontent 
among  our  Clip’s  company,  whofe  expectations  of  putting 
an  end  to  their  diftreffes,  were  wound  up  to  the  higheft 
pitch.  The  clouds  had  perhaps  never  before  been  fo  atten- 
tively examined,  in  order  to  find  fome  prognoftics  of  a 
fair  wind  in  their  appearance,  and  the  general  uneafinefs  and 
impatience  at  an  unfavourable  change  can  fcarcely  be  de- 
feribed.  Our  voyage  had  now  lafied  twenty-feven  months 
after  leaving  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  fince  which  time  we 
had  not  touched  at  any  European  port,  and  lived  chiefly 
upon  fait  provifions.  The  fum  total  of  all  the  days  which 
we  had  fpent  on  fhore  at  different  iflands,  and  at  very  great 
intervals  of  time,  did  not  amount  to  more  than  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty,  or  about  fix  months.  This  was  the  only 
time  of  refrefhment  in  the  eourfe  of  our  long  voyage,  and' 
yet  during  part  of  this,  efpecially  the  laft  year’s  cruize,  we 
obtained  no  frefh  provifions  at  feveral  iflands.  The  run 
from  New  Zeeland  towards  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  was  by 
far  the  longed  and  moft  difficult  which  we  had  ever  made; 
for  the  trifling  refrefhments  which  we  obtained  in  Chrift- 
mas  Sound,  and  at  the  New  Year’s  Iflands,  did  not  afford 
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the  crew  more  than  four  or  five  frefh  meals.  If  we  add  to 
this,  the  deficiency  of  fuch  a falutary  article  of  provifion  as 
four  krout,  and  the  continual  progreflive  decay  of  our  fait 
meat,  it  cannot  be  very  furprifing,  that  towards  the  latter 
end  of  this  run,  the  hardfhips  of  our  unnatural  fituation 
fhould  become  more  intolerable  than  ever.  Several  obvious 
reflexions  likewife  encreafed  our  uneafinefs,  in  proportion 
as  we  advanced  towards  a place  which  had  fome  intercourfe 
with  Europe.  All  thofe  who  had  left  behind  them  relations 
and  parents,  were  apprebenfive  that  they  had  loft  fome  of 
the  number  during  their  abfence ; and  it  was  more  than 
probable,  that  this  interval  of  time  would  have  diffolved 
many  valuable  connexions,  diminifhed  the  number  of  our 
friends,  and  robbed  us  of  the  comforts  which  we  ufed  to 
find  in  their  fociety. 

Notwithftanding  the  frequent  changes  of  wind,  we  ad- 
vanced to  the  northward  fo  far,  that  we  began  to  change  our 
c-loaths  on  the  15th,  being  then  between  35?  and  36s  S. 
The  next  morning,  at  feven,  we  faw  a fhip  to  the  windward 
of  us,  and  about  three  hours  afterwards  we  came  in  fight  of 
another ; and  the  eagernefs  with  which  every  perfon  on 
board  bent  his  eyes  towards  thefe  welcome  objeXs,  was  the 
ftrongeft  proof  of  that  univerfal  longing  for  an  intercourfe 
with  Europeans,  which,  though  hitherto  filent,  now  broke 
out  into  loud  apd  fervent  wifhes.  It  was  thought  proper  to 
boift  Dutch  colours,  upon  which  the  fhip  in  fight  hoifted 
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the  fame ; we  then  hoifted  the  British  flag,  and  fired  a gun 
to  leeward,  but  the  ftranger  ftill  continued  to  (hew  the  firft. 
As  we  were  now  arrived  in  a part  of  the  fea  frequented  by 
European  (hips,  captain  Cook  called  together  all  his  officer# 
and  Tailors,  and  in  the  name  of  the  Admiralty  board,  de- 
manded their  journals  and  log  books,  which  were  all  packed 
up  and  fcaled.  Thofe  who  did  not  belong  to  the  military 
eftablifhment  *,  were  not  fubjett  to  this  reftridtion,  but  pre- 
ferred their  papers,  being  only  requeftcd  not  to  divulge  the 
particular  fituations  of  our  late  difcoveries,  previous  to  their 
arrival  in  England.  The  zealous  and  candid  concern  for 
the  advancement  of  the  fciences,  which  animates  the  Britifh 
government,  has  not  fuffered  them  to  conceal  the  improve- 
ment which  different  branches  of  knowledge  have  received 
under  their  aufpices  ; and  it  were  to  be  wiffied,  that  fo  laud- 
able and  generous  an  esample,  might  be  followed  by  other 
maritime  powers,  who  at  prefent  feem  to  Heal  into  the  South 
Seas,  and  to  be  affiamed  of  owning  that  they  have  been 
there. 

The  fhip  in  fight  feemed  to  be  a homeward  bound  Dutch 
Indiaman,  and  held  the  fame  courfe  with  us,  but  we  gra- 
dually came  up  with  her.  On  the  17  th  in  the  morning 
we  founded,  and  found  bottom  with  fifty-five  fathom,  being 
arrived  on  the  bank  which  runs  off  the  fouth  end  of 

• Mr.  Wales,  Mr.  Hodges,  mjr  father,  and  myfelf, 
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Africa.  Some  filhing  lines  were  thrown  overboard,  and  a.\ 
fi(h  called  a pollack  was  caught'.  In  the  evening  we  made 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  which  here  confided  of  low  fandy 
hummocks,  and  on  which  we  perceived  feveral  fires.  The 
next  morning  a boat  was  hoifled.out,  and  fent  on  board  the 
Indiaman,  which  was  now  about  five  miles  off.  Our  peo- 
ple returned  in  a few  hours  with  the  welcome  news,  that 
there  was  univerfal  peace  in  Europe.  The  pleafurc  of  this, 
intelligence,  was  however,  in  a great  meafure  foured  by  an 
account  of  the  maffacre  of  the  Adventure’s  boat’s  crew.  The 
Dutch  captain  having  been  long  at  fea  from  Bengal,  la- 
mented that  he  had  no  refrefliments  to  offer  us.  In  the 
afternoon,  the  weather  being  very  fair,  and  the  breeze 
frefhening,  we  got  fight  of  two  Swedifh,  one  Danifh,  and 
an  Englilh  fliip,  which  glided  along  with  all  their  fails 
fer,  and  colours  flying,  and  offered  to  our  eyes  one  of  the 
mod  pleafing  fights  which  we  had  beheld  for  fome  time 
paft.  The  next  morning,  the  Englifh  {hip  bore  down  to 
us,  and  lieutenant  Clcrke,  with  my  father,  and  a midfhip- 
man,  went  on  board  of  her.  In  the  afternoon,  a ftrong 
breeze  fet  in,  our  boat  returned,  and  the  Indiaman  carefully 
flood  off  to  fea,  whilft  we  proceeded  till  we  were  clofe  in 
fhore.  This  fhip  was  the  True  Briton,  captain  Broadley,  on 
her  return  from  China.  Our  gentlemen  fpoke  in  the 
ftrongeft  terms  of  the  hearty  hofpitality  with  which  they 
had  been  received,  and  invited  to  a plain  dinner.  Our 
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readers  may  imagine  with  what  avidity  three  famiflied  cir- 
cumnavigators, who  had  not  feen  freih  meat  for  fix  weeks 
paft,  fell  upon  a dilh  of  fattened  Chinefe  quails,  and  a de- 
licious goofc,  which  their  hod  reckoned  a very  homely  fare. 
On  relating  how  long  they  had  been  abfent  from  any 
European  fcttlemenr,  how  long  they  had  lived  upon  falt- 
beef,  and  how  oft  they  had  regaled  themfelves  with  feals, 
albatrofles,  and  pinguins,  the  captain  and  his  mates  dropt 
their  knives  and  forks,  and  in  pure  pity  to  the  flrangers, 
reGgned  all  pretenfions  to  their  dinner.  At  parting,  captain 
Broadlcy  prefented  them  with  a large  fat  pig,  and  fevcral 
geefe,  on  which  we  dined  the  two  following  days.  We 
pafied  Cape  Agulhas  on  the  20th,  and  were  near  being 
blown  far  to  leeward  of  the  Cape,  by  a very  hard  gale,  if 
we  had  not  difeovered  the  land  through  the  haze  early  on 
the  2 i ft.  We  hauled  up  for  it,  and  carrying  more  fail 
than  we  had  ever  ventured  to  do,  in  the  courfe  of  the  whole 
voyage,  we  came  fafe  to  an  anchor  in  Table  Bay,  on  the 
2 2d  in  the  morning,  which  we  found  was  only  the  21ft, 
according  to  the  reckoning  of  the  people  on  Ihore,  we 
having  gained  a whole  day  by  failing  round  the  world  to 
the  eaftward. 

Errabant  a£ti  fails  maria  omnia  circum.  Virgil. 
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CHAP.  VII. 

Second  flay  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.— Run  from  thence  to  the  IJIandi 
of  St.  Helena  and  Afcenjion. 

\\  J E found  the  Table  Bay  full  of  fhips  at  our  arrival, 
~ * amongft  which  was  one  Englilh  Indiaman,  the  Ceres* 
captain  Newt.  As  foon  as  we  were  feen  in  the  entrance  of 
the  bay,  and  known  by  our  bleached  rigging  and  anti- 
quated appearance,  captain  Newt  very  politely  fent  one  of 
his  mates  with  a boat  load  of  the  belt  refrelhments,  and 
with  an  offer  of  his  affiftance  in  cafe  our  crew  had  been  in 
diftrefs.  Having  been  fo  long  at  fea,  we  were  touched  with 
this  generous  conduit,  and  with  no  fmall  degree  of  pleafurc 
and  fatisfaition,  felt  ourfelves  once  more  in  the  company  of 
men.  We  landed  foon  after,  and  having  paid  our  devoirs 
to  the  governor,  and  the  principal  officers  of  the  company, 
retired  to  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Brand,  where  we  were  received 
with  that  hearty  welcome,  which  always  makes  men  forget 
national  characters,  and  convinces  them,  that  real  worth 
is  not  confined  to  certain  climates  or  nations.  The  wea- 
ther was  fo  intenfely  hot  this  day,  that  we  did  not  remem- 
ber to  have  ever  felt  fuch  a degree  of  heat  in  the  courfe  of 
our  whole  voyage.  Notwithftanding  this,  we  dined,  accord- 
ing 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


J4? 


ing  to  the  Dutch  cuftora,  at  one  o’clock,  or  during  the  time 
of  the  greateft  heat,  and  devoured  our  meal  with  a ravenous 
appetite,  which  painted  our  pad  diftreffes  in  more  lively  co- 
lours, and,  as  it  were,  with  greater  efficacy,  than  all  the 
the  powers  of  language.  However,  as  it  would  have  been 
dangerous  to  our  emaciated  bodies  to  indulge  our  voracity 
too  far,  we  were  content  to  rife  from  tabic  with  a good  ap- 
petite. We  foon  found  the  benefit  of  this  proceeding,  and 
vifibly  regained  flrcngth  and  healthy  looks  during  our  flay 
at  the  Cape.  The  officers  of  the  fhip  took  lodgings  on 
fhore  the  next  day ; but  having  negletfled  to  take  the  fame 
precaution,  and  eating  immoderately  at  firfl,  were  prefentiy 
furfeited,  and  continued  to  labour  under  a want  of  appetite 
and  ficknefs,  which  made  their  fituation  truly  tantalizing. 
Captain  Cook  fent  two  or  three  fcorbutic  patients  to  the  hof- 
pital,  thefe  being  the  only  perfons  who  were  not  able  to  do 
their  duty.  The  reft  were  foon  reflored  to  perfeft  health 
by  a conftant  fupply  of  refrefhmcnts,  among  which,  a kind 
of  brown  rye-loaves,  and  all  forts  of  greens,  were  doubt- 
kfs  the  moft  efficacious. 

The  pleafure  of  receiving  fome  intelligence  from  all  thofe 
who  were  united  to  us  by  the  ties  of  blood  and  affection, 
was  inexpreffible  ; and  the  fatisfatfVion  of  converfing  with 
Europeans,  after  our  long  voyage,  revived  our  fpirits,  which 
a thoufand  incidents  had  confpired  to  deprefs.  We  pafftd 
our  time  very  agreeably,  and  affiduoufly  collected,  from 
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heaps  of  old  gazettes,  the  hiftory  of  thofe  years,  during 
which  we  had  been  banifhed,  as  it  were,  from  all  the  world. 
This  fettlement  being  reforted  to,  in  fummer  and  autumn, 
by  fhips  of  all  nations,  appeared  at  prefent  in  a more  flou- 
rifhing  light,  than  during  our  former  flay  in  1772.  Be- 
fides  the  great  annual  fleet  of  Dutch  Indiamen,  we  found 
here  fevcral  French  veflels  from  the  Ifle  of  France,  and  like- 
wife  one  from  Europe,  commanded  by  M.  Crozet,  who  had 
formerly  been  at  New  Zeeland.  Several  Danifh  and  two 
Svvedifli  Indiamen  alfo  came  in ; a Portuguefe  fhip  of  war 
lay  here  fcveral  days,  and  three  Spanifli  frigates,  one  home- 
ward bound  from  Manilla,  and  two  going  out  to  that  fet- 
tlement, pallid  feveral  weeks  in  this  bay.  The  great  events 
which  had  happened  in  Europe  during  our  abfence,  crouded 
upon  us  unexpectedly.  Sweden  delivered  from  the  yoke 
of  ariflocratical  tyranny,  by  a young  hero,  emulous  of 
Guflave-Vafa  ; the  barbaric  darknefs,  which  in  the  Eaft  of 
Europe  and  Afia  had  baffled  the  Herculean  efforts  of  Peter, 
difpelled  by  a princcfs,  who,  like  the  wonder  of  the  polar 
fky,  fpreads  luminous  beams,  which  turn  night  into  day j 
laflly,  Poland  reftored  to  peace,  from  anarchy  and  the  hor- 
rors of  civil  war,  by  the  united  efforts  of  the  leading  pow- 
ers in  Europe;  and  Freder  ick  the  Great  refting  from  his 
triumphs,  and  facrificing  to  the  Mufes  in  the  fhade  of  his 
laurels,  revered  and  beloved  even  by  his  former  foes ! Such 
were  the  great  and  unexpected  profpcCts,  which  all  at  once 
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opened  to  our  eyes,  which  promifed  general  happinefs  to 
the  human  race,  and  feemed  to  announce  a period  of  time, 
when  mankind  will  appear  in  a more  exalted  light  than 
ever ! 

During  our  Ray  at  the  Cape,  we  made  an  excurfion  to 
Falfe  Bay,  where  Mr.  Brand  commanded  for  the  Dutch  Eaft 
India  Company.  The  heat  of  the  fummer  had,  in  many 
places,  darkened  all  the  tints  of  green,  on  that  immenfe  va- 
riety of  low  (hrubs  and  plants,  which  grow  in  Africa. 
However  we  found  a great  number  of  fpecies  in  flower, 
with  which  we  filled  our  herbals.  The  roads  are  very 
bad,  confifting  of  deep  fand  in  many  places,  and  of  rugged 
heaps  of  the  hardefl  (tones,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Falfe 
Bay.  In  our  way  we  faw  great  coveys  of  a fpecies  of  par- 
tridge, which  the  Dutch  improperly  call  pheafants.  They 
are  not  very  (hy,  and  may  eafily  be  taken  alive,  and  tamed. 
As  there  are  many  parts  about  the  Cape  where  thefe  par- 
tridges do  not  breed,  the  Dutch  have  found  the  method  of 
(locking  fuch  fpots  with  them.  They  take  feveral  pair  of 
tame  partridges,  dip  them  in  water,  and  drew  them  with 
afhes,  and  thus  put  them  among  the  bu(hes,  with  their 
heads  under  the  wing.  I do  not  doubt  but  that  many 
readers  will  call  in  queftion  the  fuccefs  of  this  fimplc  ma- 
noeuvre ; but  I have  only  to  add,  that  I heard  it  from  per- 
£ons  whofc  (incerity  I had  no  reafon  to  fufpeid. 

The 
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Arlii.  The  environs  of  Falfe  Bay  are  more  dreary  than  thofe  of 
•Table  Bay,  the  country  being  almod  entirely  defart,  if  vve 
•except  the  commander’s  houfc,  two  or  three  other  houfes 
belonging  to  private  perfons,  and  fome  magazines  and 
work-fhops,  the  property  of  the  Company.  The  colour  of 
the  mountains,  however,  is  lefs  gloomy,  and  the  variety  of 
plants  and  birds  which  we  found  there  is  furprifing.  An- 
telopes likewife  refide  in  great  numbers,  fome  among  the 
moil  inacceflible  cliffs,  and  others  amidd  the  fmall  dry 
graffes  and  (hrubberies  in  more  level  fpots.  We  fpent  a 
whole  morning  in  climbing  thefe  hills,  and  returned  ex- 
ccffively  fatigued  from  the  immoderate  heat  of  the  day. 
On  the  mountains  we  faw  feveral  over- hanging  rocks, 
forming  fmall  caverns,  where  the  Dutch  frequently  pafs  the 
night,  when  they  leave  the  town  to  (hoot  antelopes. 

Simmon’s  Bay  is  that  part  of  Falfe  Bay,  tvhere  the  (hips 
are  bed  flickered  from  the  violence  of  the  N.  W.  winds, 
which  prevail  here  during  the  winter  months.  A pier 
clofe  to  the  commander’s  houfe  is  built  out  into  the  fea, 
where  the  boats  can  take  in  water  and  all  kinds  of  ftores, 
with  the  fame  facility  as  in  Table  Bay.  Fifli  of  the  bed 
and  mod  palatable  forts  are  caught  here  in  great  plenty, 
and  all  kinds  of  refrefliments  are  eafily  procured  from  the 
plantations  on  the  idhmus,  or  from  the  Cape-Town  itfelf, 
which  is  only  twelve  miles  didant.  The  arrival  of  the 
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(hips  draws  feveral  inhabitants  from  thcncc  to  Falfe  Bay, 
who  confine  themfelvcs  in  narrow  lodgings,  for  the  fake 
of  enjoying  the  company  of  ftrangers.  This  peculiar  fitu- 
ation  affords  many  favourable  opportunities  towards  form- 
ing more  intimate  connections,  which,  we  were  told,  the 
ftrangers  fcldom  neglect,  efpecially  as  beauty  and  vivacity 
are  not  uncommon  at  the  Cape. 

After  a flay  of  three  days,  we  returned  to  the  Cape-Town, 
where  we  puffed  our  time  in  examining  the  animals  at  the 
Company’s  garden,  and  fearching  all  the  furriers  (hops,  in 
order  to  colleCI:  an  aflortment  of  antelopes  fkins.  We  were 
likewife  favoured  with  the  fight  of  a live  ourang-outang , or 
ape,  from  the  ifland  of  Java,  of  that  fpecics  which  has  the 
honour  to  be  adopted  as  a near  relation  by  feveral  philofo- 
phers.  This  animal  was  about  two  feet  fix  inches  high, 
and  preferred  crawling  on  all  fours,  though  it  could  like- 
wife fit  and  walk  upon  the  hind-legs.  Its  fingers  and  toes 
were  remarkably  long,  and  its  thumbs  very  fhort,  its  belly 
prominent,  and  its  face,  which  was  as  ugly  as  it  can  wrcll 
be  imagined,  had  a nofc  more  refembling  the  human  than 
that  of  other  monkics.  This  animal  has,  I am  told,  been 
fince  brought  over  to  the  menagerie  of  the  Prince  of  Orange, 
at  the  Hague  *. 

* This  creature  died  at  the  Hague  in  January  1777  j but,  through  the  grofs 
ignorance  and  canine  malice  of  the  keeper,  the  abldt  anatoroifts  in  Holland  were 
dilappointcJ  i u* the  hope  of  difleding  it.  He  cut  oft"  its  head,  in  order  to  prevent 
their  examining  the  organs  of  fpccch  ; and  its  hands  and  feet,  to  preclude  the  pof- 
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Wc  became  acquainted,  in  the  courfe  of  our  flay,  with 
M.  Crozetj  who,  attended  by  all  his  officers,  dined  with  us,, 
upon  captain  Cook  s invitation,  and  entertained  us  with 
many  curious  particulars  relating  to  his  voyage.  We  were 
afterwards  introduced  to  the  Spanifli  officers,  amongft  whom 
there  were  feveral  whole  accomplifhmcnts  and  extenfive 
knowledge  do  great  honour  to  their  corps.  They  vilited 
our  aflronomcr,  Mr.  Wales,  and  were  much  pleafed  with 
the  time-keepers,  or  new-invented  watches,  which  they 
faw  in  his  poflclfion,  complaining,  at  the  fame  time,  of  the 
inaccuracy  of  all  the  agronomical  inflrumcnts  which  they 
obtained  from  their  corrcfpondents  at  London.  Mr.  Wales 
readily  parted  with  one  of  his  fextants  to  them,  having  now,, 
in  a manner,  completed  the  voyage  ; but  captain  Cook  refufed 
to  have  any  communication  with  them,  and  fhunned  them 
on  all  occafions,  from  what  motives  wc  were  at  a lofs  to 
determine.  Their  frigates  were  reckoned  very  fine  fhips 
by  our  officers ; that  homeward  bound  was  the  Juno,  com- 
manded by  Don  Juan  Arraos ; the  others,  going  to  Manila,, 
were  the  Allrea,  captain  Don  Antonio  Albornos,  and  the 
Venus,  captain  Don  Gabriel  Guerna.  The  Dutch  formerly 
did  not  fuller  the  Spaniards  to  land  at  the  Cape  of  Good; 


fibility  of  comparing  the  phalanges  with  the  human  and  other  fkeletens.  When 
we  cor.fidcr,  through  whofc  intereft  the  infpcifior  of  that  princely  collection  at  the 
Hague  was  appointed,  wc  cannot  wonder,  that  he  was  a fl  ranger  to  liberality  o£ 
Sentiment* 
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Hope,  and  difeouraged  them,  as  much  as  lay  in  their  power, 
from  touching  there,  keeping  flri&ly  to  the  Pope’s  bull, 
which  points  out  the  limits  of  navigation,  and  fliarcs  the 
world  between  the  crowns  of  Portugal  and  Spain.  They 
have,  however,  of  late  adopted  more  Proteftant  principles, 
and  will  foon  drop  entirely  the  averfion  which  they  have 
long  exprcfled  towards  the  Spaniards,  as  they  already  feel 
no  relu&ance  in  taking  their  fuperfluous  dollars. 

Our  (hip’s  company  being  well  refrdhed,  and  in  perfect 
health,  and  the  (hip  being  likewife  refitted  and  painted,  we 
took  on  board  a quantity  of  provifions,  to  ferve  on  our  re- 
turn, and  prepared  to  fail  with  the  firft  fair  wind.  After 
taking  leave  of  all  our  friends,  and  particularly  of  Dr. 
Sparrman,  who  had  (hared  the  perils  and  diflrellcs  of  our 
voyage,  and  whofe  heart  had  endeared  him  to  all  who 
knew  him,  we  came  on  board  on  the  2 7 th  in  the  morning  *. 
About  noon,  the  Dutton  Indiaman,  captain  Rice,  got  under 
fail,  and  we  followed  her  example,  after  faluting  the  fort. 
The  Spaniflt  frigate,  the  Juno,  faluted  us  with  nine  guns ; 
which  unexpected  mark  of  politenefs  our  gunners  returned 
a full  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards.  A Danifii  Indiaman, 
•captain  I-Ianflcn,  likewife  faluted  us  with  eleven  guns. 


• Dr.  Sparrman  arrived  in  Sweden  in  July  1776,  having  fpent  a year  on  a 
mod  hazardous  and  fatiguing  expedition  into  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  where 
he  penetrated  farther  than  Dr.  Thunberg,  and  all  who  went  before  him  ; and 
made  many  important  difeoveries,  which  he  intends  to  communicate  to  the  public. 
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Both  thcfc  (hips  got  under  fail  immediately  after,  and  foon 
left  us  far  behind. 

We  parted  through  the  northern  part  of  the  bay,  between 
Robben  Ifland  * and  the  main.  This  ifland  is  a barren 
fandy  fpor,  where  many  murderers  and  other  mifereants 
are  confined  by  order  of  the  Dutch  India  Company. 
Among  them  however  there  are  fome  unhappy  vidims  to 
the  mercilefs  ambition  of  thefe  merchants.  We  need  only 
mention  the  king  of  Madure,  who,  deprived  of  his  poflefli- 
ons,  and  driven  to  the  greateft  horrors  of  defpair,  here 
lingers  out  a burthenfome  life,  in  the  defpicable  condition 
of  a common  Have  f. 


■ i-  — ■ cfcapc  who  can, 

When  man’s  great  foe  aflumes  the  ftiapc  of  man.  Cumberland. 

On  the  28th,  in  the  morning,  a man  was  found  con- 
cealed in  the  hold,  and  proper  enquiry  being  made,  it 
was  difeovered  that  one  of  the  quartcr-maflcrs  had 
conduced  him  thither  fome  days  before,  and  fhared  his 
daily  allowance  with  him.  His  good  nature  was  punifhed 
with  a dozen  laflics,  and  another  dozen  applied  on  the 

* This  is  called  Pinguin  Ifland  in  Englifh  charts. 

f I forbear  to  repeat  the  horrid  ftory  of  this  unfortunate  monarch,  which  reflects 
indelible  difhonour  on  his  inhuman  tormentors.  It  is  indeed  very  fully  and  feelingly 
related  in  a book  little  known,  intitled  a Voyage  to  the  Eafl  Indies,  in  1747  and 
1748,  containing  an  account  of  St.  Helena,  Java,  Batavia,  the  Dutch  Government, 
and  of  China ; interfperfed  with  anecdotes,  and  illufirated  with  copper-plates* 
Svo.  London,  1762. 
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Granger's  back  as  a welcome.  He  was  a native  of  his  ma- 
jefty’s  German  dominions,  who  having  been  kidnapped 
into  the  Dutch  Eaft  India  fervice,  had  applied  to  captain 
Cook  to  take  him  under  his  protection.  But  it  being 
deemed  improper  to  protcCt  all  his  majefly’s  fubjcdts  alike, 
he  had  been  reduced  to  the  neccflity  of  coming  on  board  by 
flealth,  in  order  to  efcape  from  a fervice  to  which  he  had 
been  unjuftly  forced.  He  foon  proved  to  be  one  of  the 
molt  induftrious  men  in  the  whole  fhip,  and  gave  our  crew 
a good  idea  of  their  Hanoverian  fellow-fubjcCts. 

We  fhaped  our  courfe  direftly  for  the  ifland  of  St.  Helena, 
as  foon  as  we  had  cleared  the  land  about  Table  Bay.  The 
Dutton  Indiaman  kept  company  with  us,  her  captain  rely- 
ing on  the  fuperior  accuracy  of  our  computations ; it  being 
cuftomary  with  all  India  fliips,  firft  to  run  down  the  lati- 
tude, and  then  to  bear  away  for  the  ifland  upon  a parallel; 
We  made  the  ifland  right  a-hcad  on  the  1 5th  of  May,  early 
in  the  morning,  and  came  to  an  anchor  at  midnight  in  the 
ufual  anchoring-place  of  James’s  Bay.  As  we  ran  along  the 
fouth-eaflern  fhore,  we  found  it  of  a confiderable  height, 
and  confifling  of  perpendicular  'porous  rocks,  of  a brown 
and  blackifh  colour,  which  in.  fome  places  appeared  to  be 
hollowed  out  by  the  continual  dafliing  of  the  waves  againfl 
them  *. 


• The  defeription  of  thefe  cavities,  in  Dr.  Hawkfworth’s  Compilation,  vol.  III. 
p.  796,  muft  be  confidcrcd  as  a poetical  flight. 

Early 
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m.’v.  Early  the  next  morning  our  flrip  was  falutcd  from 
■«.  jamcs’s  j.ort(  which  is  the  principal  fort  ip  the  bay,  and  as 
foon  as  we  anfwercd  it,  the  Dutton  alfo  faluted.  The  town, 
which  lay  before  us,  had  a lleep  dreary  mountain  on  each 
fide,  which  looked  more  burnt  and  defolate  than  Eafter  Ifland 
itfelf.  However,  at  the  head  of  the  valley  between  them 
vc  perceived  fome  green  mountains,  and  in  the  town  itfelf 
two  coco-palms  rofc  behind  the  fort.  After  breakfaft  we 
landed  at  a flight  of  fteps  newly  conftrucled,  but  which  had 
at  all  times  been  much  wanted,  as  the  furf  breaks  in  with 
great  violence  on  every  part  of  the  fliore.  We  walked  be- 
tween a huge  impending  rock  and  a parapet  wall  which 
faces  the  fca,  to  a gate  with  a draw-bridge,  defended  by 
fmall  batteries.  It  led  to  a very  confiderablc  battery  front- 
ing an  efplanade,  with  a fhady  walk  of  banian-trees  (ficut 
religiofa.)  Here  we  palled  another  gate,  and  entered  the  go- 
vernor’s houfe,  which  is  likew'ife  fortified,  and  forms  a kind 
of  caflle.  The  governor,  Mr.  Skottowc,  received  captain 
Cook  with  the  greateft  marks  of  diftindlion,  a falute  of 
thirteen  guns  being  fired  on  his  arrival  at  the  houfe.  Soon 
after,  the  paflengers  from  on-board  the  Dutton*  likewife 
came  to  vifit  the  governor.  This  worthy  and  generous 

* They  were  the  Hon.  Frederick  Stuart,  fon  to  the  earl  of  Bute,  J.  Graham, 
JEfq.  late  in  the  council  of  Bengal,  and  his  lady,  J.  Laurel,  Efq.  — — Johnfon, 
Efq.  and  his  lady,  colonel  Maclcanc,  and  feveral  others.  Mr.  Graham  is  fince 
dead. 
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veteran,  who  has  been  crippled  in  his  country’s  fervice, 
took  every  opportunity  to  make  our  flay  on  the  ifland 
agreeable,  and,  in  particular,  to  facilitate  our  refearches 
as  naturalifts.  We  were  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  in- 
troduced to  the  principal  officers  of  the  Company  in  the 
town,  who  received  us  with  a degree  of  eafy  politenefs,  pe- 
culiar to  men  of  liberal  principles.  The  governor’s  houfe- 
contains  fevcral  fpacious  and  convenient  apartments,  which 
arc  particularly  agreeable  in  this  hot  climate,  on  account  of 
their  loftinefs.  Its  outflde  is,  however,  very  plain,  as  are 
all  the  buildings  in  the  town,  not  excepting  the  church, 
which  is  newly  built  of  lime-ftone  found  on  the  ifland.  A 
fmall  garden,  at  the  back  of  the  governor’s  houfe,  contains 
a few  ffiady  walks,  and  fome  curious  Eaft  Indian  trees, 
among  which  is  the  Barringtonia.  The  barracks  of  the 
garrifon,  which  is  here  fupported  by  the  Eafl  India  Com- 
pany,  are  fituated  farther  in  the  valley;  as  is  likewife  an 
hofpital,  with  a fmall  orchard,  from  whence  the  fitk  are 
fupplied  with  greens,  and  where  they  are  allowed  to  walk. 
Several  other  buildings  belonging  to  the  Company  are  fi- 
tuated in  the  fame  valley,  where,  notwithflanding  the  fea- 
breeze,  we  felt  the  heat  cxccffivc,  being  confined  and  rever- 
berated. by  a high  barren  mountain  on  each  fide,  which 
muft  make  the  reftdcnce  in  town  highly  difagreeable  and 
gloomy. . Many  of  the  principal  inhabitants  open  their 
houfes  for  the  reception  of  flrangers  who  come  on  fhore  at 
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'”5-  this  place  from  the  India  Ihip9.  The  terms  are  here  nearly 
the  fame  as  at  the  Cape ; but  the  produce  of  fo  fmall  an 
ifland  as  St.  Helena,  will  not  allow  of  that  provifion  of  good 
cheer,  for  which  the  Dutch  colony  is  famous  over  all  the 
world.  We  were  entertained  by  Mr.  Mafon,  a very  worthy 
old  man,  to  whom  this  fettlement  owes  fome  of  its  beft 
and  moft  amiable  inhabitants.  Having  taken  our  lodgings, 
vve  went  to  dine  with  the  governor}  and  the  fpirit  with 
which  the  converfation  was  carried  on,  gave  a convincing 
proof,  that  the  means  of  acquiring  ufeful  knowledge,  from 
a (lore  of  good  books,  were  by  no  means  neglc&ed  among 
the  inhabitants.  Dr.  Hawkefworth’s  account  of  captain 
Cook's  fad  voyage  round  the  wrorld,  in  the  Endeavour,  had 
reached  this  ifland  fome  time  before  ; it  had  been  eagerly  pc- 
rufed,  and  fcveral  articles,  relative  to  this  fettlement,  were 
now  taken  notice  of  with  great  good  humour  and  pleafant 
raillery.  The  total  want  of  wheelbarrows,  and  the  ill- 
treatment  of  the  flaves,  which  arc  fpoken  of  in  that  ac- 
count *,  were  reckoned  particularly  injurious,  and  captain 
Cook  was  called  upon  xo  defend  himfelf.  Mrs.  Skottowe, 

• See  Hawkcfworth’s  Compilation,  vol.  III.  p.  797.  There  arc  many  wheel- 
barrows and  fcveral  carts  on  the  ifland,  fome  of  which  feemed  to  be  Audioufly 
placed  before  captain  Cook’s  lodgings  every  day.  The  treatment  of  flaves  is  alfo 
tnifreprefented ; they  have  not  that  pernicious  influence  on  the  education  of  the  in- 
habitants, which  is  but  too  frequent  at  the  Cape,  and  which  there  fans  the  fire 
caufed  by  the  heat  of  the  climate. 
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the  fprightlieft  lady  on  the  ifland,  difplayed  to  advantage 
her  witty  and  fatirical  talents,  from  which  there  was  no 
other  efcape  left,  than  to  lay  the  blame  on  the  abfent  phi- 
lofophers  whofe  papers  had  been  confulted. 

Early  the  next  morning,  the  Hon.  Mr.  Stuart,  captain 
Cook,  and  myfclf,  took  an  airing  on  the  hills.  We  rode 
up  that  which  lies  to  the  wedward,  and  is  named  the  Lad- 
der-hill. The  road,  which  has  been  lately  made,  afeends  in 
zigzag  along  its  deep  fides,  and  is  very  eafy  of  afeent.  Its 
breadth  is  nine  feet,  being  enclofed  on  the  declivity  by  a 
wall  about  three  feet  high,  made  of  the  fame  done  of 
which  the  whole  mountain  conlids.  This  is  nothing  but  a 
heap  of  lava,  crumbling  and  decaying  into  a brown  earth 
in  fome  parts,  whild  in  others  it  forms  huge  mafles  of 
black  cavernous  dags,  which,  in  a few  indanccs,  feemed  to 
be  fomewhat  vitreous.  Many  rocks  of  this  kind  hang  over 
the  road,  and  fometimes  roll  down  to  the  terror  and  great 
rifk  of  the  inhabitants,  being  frequently  detached  by  goats, 
which  came  to  brouze  there ; but  the  foldiers  of  the  gar- 
rifon  have  received  orders  to  flioot  thofe  animals  as  often 
as  they  appear  on  thefe  eminences ; and  no  other  command 
is  obeyed  with  greater  alacrity,  becaufe  they  are  generally 
permitted  to  fead  upon  the  goat  which  they  have  killed. 

We  proceeded  into  the  country  along  the  fummit  of  this 
hill,  about  half  a mile,  when  all  at  once  appeared  one  of 
the  fined  profpects  we  had  ever  feen.  It  confided  of  feveral 
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lll\\  Hoping  hillocks,  covered  with  rich  verdure,  and  interfperfed 
with  fertile  vallies,  which  contained  gardens,  orchards,  and 
various  plantations.  Many  pafturcs  furrounded  by  en- 
dofurcs  of  (lone,  were  filled  with  a fmall,  but  fine  breed 
of  cattle,  and  with  Englilh  Ihccp  ; and  every  valley  was 
provided  with  a little  rivulet,  many  of  which  probably  take 
their  rife  near  two  high  mountains  in  the  mid  ft  of  the 
ifland,  which  arc  frequently  involved  in  clouds.  We 
croffcd  fcveral  hills,  and  looked  down  into  Sandy  Bay,  which 
is  a fmall  cove  fituated  on  the  oppofite  part  of  the  ifland,  and 
defended  by  a battery.  The  view  was  here  romantic,  the 
mountains  being  covered  with  thick  wild  woods  to  their 
fummits,  and  feveral  of  them,  cfpecially  that  named  Diana’s 
Peak,  rifing  in  the  moll  elegant  forms.  The  rocks  and 
ftones  in  this  higher  part  of  the  ifland,  were  quite  different 
from  thofe  in  the  valley  which  we  had  left.  Below  they 
bore  evident  marks  of  the  exiftence  of  a former  volcano  ; 
but  here  above,  they  confifted  of  a dark  grey  clayey  ftone  in 
ftrata,  or  in  fomc  places  of  lime-ftone,  and  in  others  of  an 
unefluous  foft  ftone,  like  foap-rock  *.  The  foil  which 

• Thefe  obfervations  do  not  agree  with  thofe  in  Dr.  Hawkefworth’s  Compi- 
lation, vol.  III.  p.  793,  That  volcanos  are  always  feated  in  the  higheft  mountains 
of  the  country  where  they  are  found,  is  an  opinion  contradifled  by  many  fails  ; 
and  the  correfpondencc  of  angles  in  oppofite  mountains,  is  not  more  evident 
to  critical  obfervers,  than  landfcapes  on  Florentine  marbles.  Dr.  Hawkefworth 
has  generally  been  unfortunate  in  his  remarks  on  Nature,  as  wtll  as  in  bis 
philofophical  digreflions,  and  often  mifunderltood  M.  Pauw  and  de  Buffon, 
from  whom  he  has  freely  copied  without  making  the  lead  acknowledgment.  If 
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covers  thefc  flrata,  is  in  many  places  a rich  mould,  from 
fix  to  ten  inches  deep,  and  a variety  of  plants  thrive  in  it 
with  luxuriance.  I found  feveral  ftirubs  on  this  excurfion, 
which  I had  feen  in  no  other  part  of  the  world,  and  among 
them  were  thofe  which  the  inhabitants  named  cabbage- 
trees,  gum-trees,  and  red-wood  ; the  former  thrive  in  places 
where  the  ground  is  very  moill  j but  the  latter  are  always 
found  on  the  ridge  of  hills  where  the  foil  is  dry  *.  The 
cabbage-tree  is  one  of  the  indigenous  fpecies,  and  has  rather 
large  leaves ; but  after  many  repeated  enquiries,  I found 
that  it  was  never  made  ufc  of  any  other  way,  than  as 
fuel,  and  that  no  rcafon  could  be  afligned  why  it  has  ob- 
tained that  name.  - It  mull  not  be  confounded  with  the 
cabbage-tree  of  America,  India,  and  the  South  Seas,  which 

j 

is  a fpecies  of  palm. 

We  were  thoroughly  wetted  feveral  times  by  fmart 
Ihowers,  after  each  of  which  the  heat  of  the  fun  dried  us  in 
a few  minutes.  We  flopped  every  Have  whom  we  met 
on  the  road,  in  order  to  enquire  of  him  what  treatment 

the  reader  is  defirous  of  knowing  the  true  flate  of  volcanos,  we  will  venture  to 
refer  him  to  Ferber’s  letters  to  Baron  Born,  London,  1776.  Rafpe  Specimen 
Globi  Tcrraquei,  See.  Amflerd.  1763.  Alfo  Mr.  Rafpe’s  Account  of  fome  Ger- 
man volcanos,  London,  1776, 

* This  difference  is  confequently  not  owing  to  the  diverfity  of  the  climate, 
in  various  parts  of  the  ifland,  I have  feen  all  tHefe  plants  growing  at  fhort 
diflanccs  afunder,  and  the  ifland  upon  the  whole  is  not  fo  immenfely  high,  as  to 
admit  of  feveral  climates.  Sec  Hawkefworth's  Compilation,  vol.  III.  p.  796. 
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i?75-  he  received  from  his  mailer  ; being  defirous  to  know  whe- 

May.  w 

ther  the  publiihed  accounts  were  more  to  be  relied  upon, 
than  thofe  of  the  inhabitants.  In  general,  we  obtained 
fuch  anfwers  as  were  favourable  to  thefe  happy  illanders, 
and  removed  the  blame  which  had  formerly  been  thrown 
on  them.  A few  indeed  complained  that  they  were  fpa- 
ringly  fupplied  with  food,  but  this  is  a difadvantage  under 
which  I am  told,  even  their  mailers  fometimes  labour, 
being  obliged  to  cat  fait  provifions  at  certain  feafons.  The 

w 

fuuation  of  the  foldiers  appeared  to  be  by  far  more  irkfome, 
they  being  confined  to  conllant  falt-diet,  of  which  the  Eall- 
India  Company,  it  is  faid,  allows  very  fcanty  portions.  Their 
pay  is  alfo  very  fmall,  and  made  much  lefs  before  it  comes 
from  England.  Thofe  who  are  mod  indullrious,  obtain 
leave  at  times  to  work  for  the  inhabitants,  and  earn  their 
fubliftencc  by  carrying  wood  for  fuel,  from  the  mountains 
to  the  town.  We  faw  fome  old  grey-headed  men  employed 
in  this  manner,  who  feemed  very  chearful,  till  we  pre- 
vailed upon  them  to  fpcak  of  their  hardlhips,  which  they 
could  not  do  without  emotion.  All  however  mentioned 
their  governor  with  great  affedlion,  who  is  indeed  gene- 
rally efteemed  on  the  illand,  and  has  the  good  of  the  fettle- 
ment  much  at  heart. 

We  returned  into  the  town,  defeending  along  the  Hope 
of  the  hill,  oppofite  to  that  by  which  we  went  up,  and 
found  ourfelves  much  refrefhed  by  our  excurlion.  The 
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horfes  at  St.  Helena,  are  imported  chiefly  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  a few  arc  now  bred  on  the  ifland  ; they 
are  fmall,  but  travel  well  in  this  hilly  country. 

The  next  day  after  breakfaft,  the  governor  invited  to  his  Thu.rj.,y  (j. 
country-houfe  a numerous  company,  confiding  of  the 
captains  and  pallengers  in  our  fhip,  and  the  Dutton.  We 
rode  up  the  fame  hill  which  I had  afeended  in  the  firft 
ramble,  and  at  the  diflance  of  about  three  miles  from  the 
town,  arrived  at  the  place  appointed.  We  were  elegantly 
entertained  at  a fmall  houfe,  agreeably  fituated  in  the  midft 
of  a very  fpacious  garden,  where  we  faw  feveral  plants  of 
Europe,  Africa,  and  America,  and  particularly  a profufion 
of  rofes  and  lilies,  interfperfed  with  myrtle  and  laurel. 

Several  walks  of  peach-trees  were  loaded  with  fruit,  which 
had  a peculiar  rich  flavour  different  from  that  of  our 
peaches  ; but  all  other  European  fruit-trees  throve  indif- 
ferently, and  if  I was  rightly  informed,  never  bear  any 
fruit.  Vines  have  likewife  been  planted  feveral  times,  but 
have  not  fuccceded,  on  account  of  the  climate  ; and  cabbages 
and  other  greens,  which  thrive  extremely  well,  are  devoured 
by  caterpillars.  We  walked  on  all  the  neighbouring  hills, 
and  faw  fome  fmall  fpots  which  had  been  fowed  with 
barley  ; but  this,  and  all  other  kinds  of  corn,  are  generally 
deftroyed  by  the  r«s,  which  arc  immenfely  numerous  on 
the  ifland.  The  ground  is  therefore  laid  out  in  pallurcs, 
of  which  the  vivid  verdure,  in  a tropical  climate,  was  really 
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furprifmg.  We  were  told  that  the  whole  ifland  can  fup- 
port  3000  head  of  cattle,  ban  that  there  were  only  2600 
upon  it  at  that  time.  From  the  number  of  fields  which 
we  faw  unoccupied,  we  judged  that  a much  greater  num- 
ber might  find  fuflicient  food  ; but  we  were  allured  that 
the  grafs  does  not  grow  up  again  during  winter,  and  that 
a certain  number  of  fields  muft  be  referved  for  that  feafon. 
The  beef  is  juicy,  delicious,  and  very  fat,  and  the  conftant 
confumption  of  it  prevents  the  cattle  growing  old  on  the 
ifland.  The  common  furze  or  gorfe  (itlex  eurerpaus)  which 
our  farmers  take  great  pains  to  eradicate,  has  been  planted 
here,  and  now  over  runs  all  the  paflures.  The  inhabitants 
have  found  means  to  draw  advantage  from  a fhrub,  which 
has  univcrfally  been  efteemed  ufelefs  and  pernicious.  The 
afpccT  of  the  country  was  not  always  fo  delightful  as  it  is 
at  prefent  •,  the  ground  was  parched  by  the  intenfe  heat, 
and  all  kinds  of  herbage  and  grafs  were  (hrivellcd  up. 
The  introduction  of  furze  buflics,  which  throve  as  it  were 
in  defpitc  of  the  fun,  preferved  a degree  of  moifture  in  the 
ground  ; under  their  (hade  the  grafs  began  to  grow,  and 
gradually  covered  the  whole  country  with  a rich  and  beau- 
tiful fod.  At  prefent  the  furze  is  no  longer  wanted,  and 
the  people  afliduoufly  root  it  out,  and  make  ufe  of  it  for 
fuel,  which  is  indeed  very  fcarcc  upon  the  ifland,  though  I 
never  faw  a more  ceconomical  ufe  made  of  it  than  there,  and 
at  the  Cape.  It  is  really  furprifing  to  fee  a variety  of  dilhes 
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dreflcd,  efpecially  at  the  laft  mentioned  fettlement,  with  no 
greater  fire  than  an  Englilh  cook  would  make  under  a fmall 
tea-kettle. 

In  our  return  we  faw  feveral  coveys  of  partridges,  which  } 

are  of  the  fmall  red-legged  fort,  common  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa.  We  likewife  faw  feveral  beautiful  ring-pheafants, 
which  have  been  introduced  into  the  ifland  by  the  go- 
vernor, together  with  guinea  hens  and  rabbits.  There  is  at 
prefent  a penalty  of  five  pounds  for  killing  a pheafanr,  by 
which  means  they  multiply  fo  fad,  that  the  reftridtion  will 
foon  be  needlefs.  Several  other  ufeful  importations  might 
llill  be  made,  which  would  contribute  to  the  greater  oppu- 
lence  of  the  people.  Snail-trefoil  and  clover  might  be 
fowed,  which  would  doubtlefs  give  more  fubftantial  food 
for  the  cattle  than  grafs  alone;  and  the  cultivation  of  pulfe, 
fuch  as  carvanfcs  and  Chinefe  beans  ( doliihos JinaiJis  pbaftolus 

mungo),  of  which  fago  is  made  in  the  province  of  Georgia, 
in  North  America  *,  cannot  be  too  frequently  recommended. 

A little  perfeverance,  and  a few  trials,  would  eafily  fuccecd  in 
deftroying  the  rats  and  caterpillars,  which  now  devour  many 
ufeful  plants ; and  thefe  appear  to  be  the  principal  obflacles 
to  agriculture  on  the  ifland.  Afles  ought  to  be  carried 

• This  is  equal  in  goodnefs  to  the  real  fago,  which  is  the'pith  of  a fern  in  the 
caflern  iflands  of  India.  The  North  American  fort  is  now  well  known  in  Eng- 
land, by  the  name  of  Bowen's  fago- powder,  and  the  royal  navy  is  fupplied 
with  it, 

thither 


Digitized  by  Google 


5 6 8 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


I77J- 

Wav. 


thither  from  Senegal;  where,  asM.  Adanfon  fays,  they  have 
an  excellent  breed  of  them.  The  removal  of  all  kinds  of 
goods  would  be  infinitely  facilitated  by  this  importation ; 
and  there  are  feveral  fpots  of  ground,  where  cattle  cannot 
feed,  that  would  be  extremely  fuitablc  to  animals  which  are 
fo  indifferent  in  regard  to  food. 

We  paffed  the  next  day  at  Mr.  Mafon’s  country-houfe, 
at  the  diftance  of  four  or  five  miles  from  the  town.  We 
made  a circuit,  in  order  to  go  up  a high  mountain  adjacent 
to  Diana’s  Peak,  where  we  collefted  fome  curious  plants, 
though  the  weather  was  very  rainy.  Having  feen  on  this 
excurfion  a fmall  kind  of  blue  dove,  which  is  faid  to  have 
been  originally  found-  in  the  country,  as  well  as  the  red- 
leggcd  partridge ; and  likewife  fome  rice-birds,  commonly 
called  paddies  (loxia  oryzivore),  which  have  been  introduced 
from  the  Eatl  Indies  ; we  paffed  a fmall  farm,  about  a 
quarter  of  a mile  from  the  road,  where  two  Bramins  rc- 
fided,  who  were  accufed  of  having  oppofed  the  Company’s 
intereft  in  India.  Whether  the  crime  was  real  or  imaginary, 
remains  undetermined;  but  I could  not  avoid  taking  notice 
of  the  different  manner  in  which  the  Dutch  and  Englifh  treat 
their  captives.  The  king  of  Madure  is  locked  in  a dun- 
geon on  Robben  Ifland,  whereas  thefe  Bramins  are  fuffered 
to  be  at  large,  and  have  a houfc  and  gardens,  with  all  kinds 
of  provifions,  befidcs  feveral  flaves  to  wait  upon  them. 

In 
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In  the  evening  we  returned  to  town,  where  Mr.  Graham 
gave  a ball  to  the  inhabitants.  On  entering  the  room,  I was 
very  agreeably  furprifed  with  the  great  beauty  and  elegance 
difplayed  in  a numerous  circle  of  ladies  ; I thought  myfclf 
fuddenly  tranfported  to  the  mod  brilliant  capital  of  Europe : 
their  features  were  regular,  their  forms  graceful,  and  their 
complexion  pcrfedlly  fair.  To  thefe  charms  we  may  add  an 
eafy  deportment,  a genteel  education,  a pleafing  flow  of 
fpirits,  and  acutenefs  of  underftanding,  which  gave  conftant 
life  to  their  convcrfation,  and  totally  baniflicd  all  formal 
conflraint.  The  fame  company  graced  another  ball  the 
next  night,  which  was  given  by  Mr.  Laurel ; and,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  fliort  interval  which  was  left  for  repofe,  we 
had  the  fame  rcafon  as  before  to  admire  their  vivacity  and 
atflivity.  The  number  of  ladies  was  fo  great,  that  fomc  of 
them  were  at  a lofs  for  partners,  notwithflanding  the  pre- 
fence  of  many  perfons  from  on  board  the  two  (hips  in  the 
harbour.  On  this  occafion  we  were  told,  that  the  number 
of  female  children  born  in  this  ifland  evidently  exceeds  that 
of  males,  in  the  fame  manner  as  it  remarkably  does  at  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope.  It  would  be  an  important  circunr- 
ftance  to  afeertain,  whether  this  is  always  the  cafe  in  warm 
countries,  efpecially  as  philofophers  could  not  fail  to  draw 
many  inferences  from  thence  relative  to  the  domeftic  life 
of  different  nations.  Thefe  proportions  are  not  yet  well 
afeertained,  even  in  fomc  parts  of  Europe  ; and  where  they 
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nuV;  are  dcrermincd  with  fome  precifion,  they  offer  feveral  cu- 
rious fa&s.  In  England  and  France  the  number  of  male 
children  exceeds  that  of  females ; but  in  Sweden  it  is  the 
reverfe.  The  number  of  inhabitants  on  St.  Helena  does 
not  exceed  two  thoufand  perfons,  including  near  five  hun- 
dred foldiers,  and  fix  hundred  Haves.  The  greateft  extent  of 
their  ifland  is  nearly  eight  miles,  and  the  circuit  about 
Twenty.  By  the  arrival  of  the  India  fhips,  which  they  fup- 
ply  with  refrclhment8,  they  are  in  return  provided  with  all 
forts  of  manufadlurcs  and  other  neceffaries  ; and  the  Com- 
pany annually  orders  one  or  two  of  their  fhips  to  touch 
there  in  their  way  to  India,  in  order  to  fend  them  a fuffi- 
cient  quantity  of  European  goods  and  provifions,  which 
they  Hand  in  need  of.  Many  of  their  Haves  are  employed 
in  catching  fifli,  which  are  very  plentiful ; and  by  the  help 
of  thefe,  together  with  their  cattle,  poultry,  roots,  and  fait 
provifions,  they  fubfift  throughout  the  year.  Their  life 
feems  to  pafs  along  very  happily  ; free  from  the  multitude 
of  cares  which  difireffes  their  countrymen  in  England,  and 
bleffed  with  quiet  and  content. 

The  fame  company  which  had  paffed  the  evening  at  the 
Sunday*..  ball  appeared  at  church  the  next  morning.  The  Rev.  Mr. 

Carr,  a young  clergyman  of  great  merit,  and  of  very  liberal 
fentiments,  pronounced  a fenfible  difeourfe,  well  fuitecT  to 
his  audience,  and  convinced  us  that  he  has  all  the  qualities 
of  an  excellent  fpiritual  pallor.  After  the  fermon  we  dined. 
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with  the  governor  ; and  taking  leave  of  all  our  friends,  J5*? 
whofe  amiable  chara&er  had  endeared  them  to  us  in  fo 
fhort  a time  as  that  of  our  flay,  returned  on  board,  captain 
Cook’s  departure  being  honoured  once  more  by  a falute 
from  the  caftle.  Towards  night  we  got  under  way,  in 
company  with  the  Dutton  Indiaman,  and  proceeded  to  the 
northward.  The  Company  had  fent  an  order  to  St.  Helena 
a few  months  before  our  arrival,  importing  that  none  of 
their  fliips  fliould  touch  at  the  Ifle  of  Afcenfton,  which  they 
formerly  ufed  to  frequent  for  the  fake  of  taking  fome 
turtles.  Captain  Cook,  however,  being  deftrous  of  vifiting 
this  ifland,  parted  company  with  the  Dutton  on  the  24th 
in  the  evening,  after  we  had  all  dined  on  board  that  flrip, 
and  experienced  many  civilities  from  captain  Rice  and  all 
his  paffengers.  We  came  in  fight  of  the  land  early  on  the 
28th  in  the  morning,  and  having  run  all  day  towards  it, 
came  to  an  anchor  in  Crofs  Bay  about  five  o’clock  in  the 
evening.  This  ifland  was  firft  difeovered  in  1501,  by  Joao  su«d»y  . 
da  Nova  Galego,  a Portuguefe  navigator,  who  named  it 
Jlha  dc  Nofla  Senhora  dc  Concei^ao.  The  fame  admiral, 
on  his  return  to  Portugal  in  1 502,  difeovered  the  Ifland  of 
St.  Helena,  which  obtained  that  name  from  the  day  of  the 
difeovery  *.  Afceqfion  was  feen  a fecond  time  by  Alfonfo 

• I 

* Thefe  particulars  are  mentioned  in  a Portuguefe  MS.  obligingly  communicated 
to  me  by  George  Perry,  Efq.  lately  returned  from  India,  and  intitlcd,  Ctajuij/a  da 
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j!i”£  d'Albuquerqtie  on  his  voyage  to  India  in  1503,  and  then 
received  the  name  it  now  bears ; but  was  already  at  that 
time  in  the  fame  defolate  condition  as  at  prefent  Wc 
fent  feveral  parties  on  Ihore,  who  palTed  the  night  on  the 
watch  for  turtles,  which  came  to  lay  their  eggs  on  the 
fandy  fhores.  The  drearinefs  of  this  ifland  furpafled  all 
the  horrors  of  Eaflcr  Ifland  and  Tierra  del  Fuego,  even  with- 
out the  afliftancc  of  fnovv.  It  was  a ruinous  heap  of  rocks, 
many  of  which,  as  far  as  we  could  difeern  from  the  fhip, 
feemed  to  be  totally  changed  by  the  fire  of  a volcano. 
Nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  illand  rifes  a broad  white  moun- 
tain of  great  height,  on  which  we  difeerned  fome  verdure 
by  the  help  of  our  glafles,  from  whence  it  has  obtained  the 
name  of  Green  Mountain. 

Monday  >a.  We  landed  early  in  the  morning  among  fome  rocks,  the 
furf  being  always  immenfely  high  on  the  great  beach ; which 
confifts  of  minute  fliell-fand,  chiefly  of  a fnowy  white,  very 
deep,  dry,  and  intolerable  to  the  eyes,  when  the  fun  fhines. 
We  afeended  among  heaps  of  black  cavernous  (lone,  which 
pcrfe&ly  refembles  the  mod  common  lavas  of  Vcfuvius  and 
Iceland,  and  of  which  the  broken  pieces  looked  as  if  they 


India  per  huas  e outras  /Irmas , re  ah  e Evangelical  j the  author  of  which  appears  to 
have  been  a Jcfuic, 

• See  the  Voyage  of  Giovanni  da  Kmpoli  on  board  of  one  of  Albuquerque** 
{hips ; Ramufio  Raccolta  di  Viaggi,  vol.  I.  p.  1451  edition  of  1563* 
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had  been  accumulated  by  art.  The  lava  currents  cooling  M'^s; 
very  fuddenly,  may  eafily  be  imagined  to  produce  fuch  an 
effect.  Having  afcendcd  about  twelve  or  fifteen  yards  per- 
pendicular, wc  found  ourfelves  on  a great  level  plain,  of 
fix  or  eight  miles  in  circuit,  in  the  different  corners  of 
which,  we  obferved  a large  hill  of  an  cxaiff  conical  fhape, 
and  of  a reddifh  colour,  {landing  perfctflly  infulatcd.  Part 
of  the  plain  between  thefe  conic  hills,  was  covered  with 
great  numbers  of  fmaller  hillocks,  confiding  of  the  fame 
wild  and  ragged  lava,  as  that  near  the  fca,  and  ringing  like 
glafs  when  two  pieces  are  knocked  together.  The  ground 
between  the  heaps  of  lava,  was  covered  with  a black  earth 
on  which  we  walked  very  firmly  ; but  where  thefe  heaps 
did  not  appear,  the  whole  was  a red  earth,  which  was  fo 
loofc,  and  in  fuch  dry  minute  panicles,  that  the  wind  raifed 
clouds  of  duff  upon  it.  The  conic  hills  confided  of  a very 
different  fort  of  lava,  which  was  red,  foft,  and  crumbling 
into  earth.  One  of  thefe  hills  dands  diretflly  in  front  of 
the  bay,  and  has  a wooden  crofs  on  its  fummit,  from 
whence  the  bay  is  faid  to  take  its  name.  Its  fides  arc  very 
fleep,  but  a path  near  three  quarters  of  a mile  long,  winds 
round  it  to  the  fummit.  After  examining  this  remarkable 
country  a little  longer,  we  concluded  with  a great  degree  of 
probability  on  our  fide,  that  the  plain  on  which  we 
flood,  was  once  the  crater  or  feat  of  a volcano,  by  the  ac- 
cumulation of  whofc  cinders  and  pumice-floncs,  the 
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conic  hills  had  been  gradually  formed;  that  the  currents 
of  lava  which  we  now  faw  divided  into  many  heap9,  had 
perhaps  been  gradually  buried  in  frefh  cinders  and  aOies, 
and  the  waters  coming  down  from  the  interior  mountain 
in  the  rainy  feafon,  had  fmoothened  every  thing  in  their 
way,  and  filled  up  by  degrees  the  cavity  of  the  crater. 
The  rocky  black  lava  was  the  refidence  of  numbcrlcfs  men 
of  war  birds  and  boobies,  which  fat  on  their  eggs,  and 
fullered  us  to  cottie  clofc  rt5Jthem.  The  men  of  war  birds 
in  general,  have  a prodigious  pendulous  fkin,  of  a bright 
red,  which  they  can  dillend  to  the  fize  of  a man’s  hand, 
and  which  refembles  the  pelican’s  pouch,  being  perhaps 
intended  for  the  fame  purpofe  by  nature.  On  all  this 
rocky  ground,  we  did  not  meet  with  more  than  ten 
(hrivelled  plants,  which  were  only  of  two  forts  ; one  a 
fpecies  of  fpurge,  the  other  a bind  weed  (eupborlia  origanoides, 
&?  convolvulus  fes  capra).  We  returned  on  board  at  noon, 
where  we  faw  only  fix  turtles  which  had  been  caught  over 
night,  their  laying  feafon  being  almoft  at  an  end.  The 
officer  who  had  been  fent  to  the  eaftward,  found  the  wreck 
of  a (hip  there,  which  appeared  to  have  been  partly  con- 
fumed  by  fire,  and  was  probably  run  on  (horeby  the  people, 
in  order  to  favc  their  lives.  The  dillrefsful  fituation  to 
which  fuch  a fet  of  men  mud  have  been  reduced,  in  this 
barren  ifland,  before  a (hip  could  rake  them  up,  drew  an 
expreffion  of  pity  even  from  the  failors.  But  their  mif- 
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fortune  was  now  become  our  advantage  ; for  our  provifion  mIy'. 
of  fuel  being  very  low,  captain  Cook  fent  his  boats  to  take 
in  a fufficient  quantity  of  the  timbers  of  this  wreck. 

About  eight  in  the  evening,  it  being  then  quite  dark, 
a fmall  vefTel  came  into  the  bay,  and  anchored  direftly 
within  us.  Captain  Cook  having  hailed  her  repeatedly, 
received  in  anfwer,  that  Ihe  was  the  Lucretia,  a New  York 
Hoop,  which  had  been  at  Sierra  Leon,  and  was  now  come 
to  catch  turtles,  in  order  to  fell  them  at  the  windward 
iflands  of  the  Weft  Indies.  A lieutenant  was  fent  on  board, 
who  learnt  from  the  matter,  that  he  had  taken  our  fhip  to 
be  a French  Indiaman,  and  was  very  defirous  of  trading 
with  EngliQi  India-Ihips,  in  which  he  was  difappointed  by 
the  Company’s  regulations.  He  dined  with  our  officers 
the  next  day,  but  on  the  31ft  at  day-break,  left  the  ifland. 

On  the  30th  in  the  morning,  we  landed  a fecond  time,  and  TaeMajr  Ja> 
crofling  the  plain,  arrived  at  a prodigious  lava  current,  in- 
terfered by  many  channels,  from  fix  to  eight  yards  deep, 
which  bore  flrong  marks  of  being  worn  by  vaft  torrents  of 
water  ■,  but  were  at  prefent  perfedlly  dry,  the  fun  being 
in  the  northern  hemifphere.  In  thefe  gullies  we  found  a 
fmall  quantity  of  foil,  confiding  of  a black  volcanic  earth, 
mixed  with  fome  whitilh  particles  gritty  to  the  touch.  Here 
we  law  fome  fmall  bunches  of  purflane,  and  a fpecics  of 
grafs  ( panitum  fanguincum)  which  found  fufficient  nutriment. 

in; 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


S16  a voyage  round  the  world. 

in  the  dry  foil.  Having  at  laft  with  great  fatigue,  climbed 
over  this  cxtenfive  and  tremendous  current  of  lava,  which 
was  much  more  folid  than  the  heaps  nearer  to  the  fea,  we 
came  to  the  foot  of  the  green  mountain,  which  even  from 
the  (hip's  place  in  the  bay,  we  had  plainly  diftinguiflied  to 
be  of  a different  nature  from  all  the  reft  of  the  country. 
Thofe  parts  of  the  lava  which  furrounded  it,  were  covered 
with  a prodigious  quantity  of  purflane,  and  a kind  of  new 
fern  (loncbiiis  adfcenjionisj  where  feveral  flocks  of  wild  goats 
were  feeding.  The  great  mountain  is  divided  in  its  ex- 
tremities, by  various  clefts  into  feveral  bodies,  but  in  the 
centre  they  all  run  together,  and  form  one  broad  mafs  of 
great  height.  The  whole  appears  to  conflft  of  a gritty  to- 
phaceous lime-ftone,  which  has  never  been  attacked  by  the 
volcano,  but  probably  exifted  prior  to  its  eruption  ; its  fides 
are  covered  with  a kind  of  grafs,  peculiar  to  the  ifland,  which 
Linnxus  has  named  arijlidi  afeenfionis.  We  likewife  obferved 
feveral  flocks  of  goats  feeding  on  it ; but  they  were  all 
exceflivcly  flry,  aud  ran  with  furprifing  velocity  along  tre- 
mendous precipices,  where  it  was  impoflible  to  follow 
them.  The  mailer  of  the  New  York  (loop  acquainted  us, 
that  there  is  a fpring  of  water  on  one  part  of  this  mountain, 
which  falls  down  a great  precipice,  and  is  afterwards  ab- 
forbed  in  the  fand.  I am  almoft  perfuaded  that  with  a little 
trouble,  Afcenfion  might  fliortly  be  made  fit  for  the  refidence 
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of  men.  The  introduction  of  furze  (ulex  europausj,  and 
of  a few  other  plants  which  thrive  bell  in  a parched  foil, 
and  arc  not  likely  to  be  attacked  by  rats  or  goats,  would 
foon  have  the  fame  cffcCt  as  at  St.  Helena.  The  moillure 
attracted  from  the  atmofphere  by  the  high  mountains  in 
the  centre  of  the  illand,  would  then  no  longer  be  evapo- 
rated by  the  violent  aCtion  of  the  fun,  but  collcCt  into 
rivulets,  and  gradually  fupply  the  whole  illand.  A fod 
of  grafles  would  every  where  cover  the  furface  of  the 
ground,  and  annually  encreafe  the  llratum  of  mould,  till 
it  could  be  planted  with  more  ufeful  vegetables. 

We  returned  gradually  to  Crofs  Bay,  in  the  heat  of 
noon,  over  the  plain,  having  a fpace  of  more  than  five 
miles  to  traverfe,  where  the  fun  burnt,  and  bliltercd  our 
faces  and  necks,  and  heated  the  foil  to  fuch  a degree,  that 
our  feet  were  likewife  extremely  fore.  About  three 
o’clock  we  arrived  at  the  water's-fide,  and  after  bathing 
in  a fmall  cove  among  a few  rocks,  we  made  the  fignal 
for  a boat,  and  were  taken  on  board.  The  next  forenoon 
we  made  another  fmall  excurfion,  in  company  with  captain 
Cook,  towards  the  Green  Mountain,  but  we  were  all  of  us  fo 
much  fatigued  that  we  could  not  reach  it.  We  made  no  new 
obfervations  in  the  courfe  of  this  day,  the  nature  of  the 
illand  being  dreary  beyond  defeription,  in  its  outfkirts.  In 
the  afternoon  wc  hoifted  in  all  our  boats,  and  fet  fail, 
Vol.  II.  4 E having 


1775. 

May. 


Wedneftl. 


Digitized  by  Google 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


578 

m*V.‘  having  taken  twenty-four  turtles,  weighing  from  three  to 
four  hundred  pounds  each.  They  laflcd  us  three  weeks, 
one  and  fometimes  two  being  killed  every  day,  and  the 
fhip’s  company  receiving  as  much  as  they  could  eat  of 
this  wholefome  and  palatable  food. 
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CHAP.  VIII. 

Run  from  Afcenfton,  pajl  the  IJland  of  Fernando  da  Noronla , to  the 
A fores. — Stay  at  Fayed. — Return  to  England. 

AFTER  leaving  Afcenfion  we  made  a good  deal  of 
welling,  infomuch  that  we  came  in  light  of  the  Illand 
of  Fernando  da  Noronha,  near  the  coaft  of  Bralil,  on  the 
yth  of  June,  about  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  lon- 
gitude of  this  illand  being  hitherto  unfettled,  captain  Cook 
only  ran  in  light  of  it,  in  order  to  determine  its  true  Etua- 
tion.  Americo  Vcfpucci,  whofc  name  has  lince  been  given 
to  the  continent,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  firll  difeo- 
verers,  fell  in  with  this  illand  in  his  fourth  voyage,  fo 
early  as  the  year  1502  * ; but  in  what  manner  it  received 
its  prefent  name  remains  unknown.  In  1733,  the  French 
India  Company  made  a fmall  fettlcmcnt  on  it ; but  the  Por- 
tuguefe  laid  claim  to  it,  and  took  pofleflion  of  it,  in  1739  f. 
According  to  the  charts  of  the  French,  all  the  interior  part 
of  the  illand  confills  of  extenlive  plains,  which  are  fur- 
rounded  by  fcveral  hills  along  the  fea-lhores  J.  We  ap- 

* See  Ramufio  Raccolta  di  Viaggi,  & c.  tom.  I.  p.  129. 
f Don  Antonio  Ulloa’s  Voyage  to  South  America,  vol.  II.  may  be  confultcd, 
where  fomc  account  of  the  Portugufe  fcttlemcnt  is  inferted. 

X A very  fine  plan  of  the  ifland  is  publifhed  in  M.  Buache's  map,  intitlcd, 
Cart t tic  la  Prrtit  dt  rOtcen  tot  1'  it  at  cur  n.u  t hi  Cetet  d'  Jfriqttt  {s’  d'  Arr.ntqae, 
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j'o«*.  proached  it  on  the  caft  fide,  and  then  hauled  clofe  round  the 
Ifle  of  Rats,  which  lies  off  its  N.  E.  point,  and  looked  into 
the  Bay  of  Remedios,  which  is  furrounded  by  five  forts, 
fome  on  Fernando  Noronha  itfelf,  and  one  on  a rock 
which  lies  off  the  N.  E.  end.  The  ifland  appeared  very 
well  wooded  in  all  parts,  and  fome  of  its  mountains  had 
* much  the  appearance  of  being  volcanic,  though  they  were 
covered  with  rich  verdure,  which  did  not  fhew  the  lead 
marks  of  cultivation.  The  five  forts  in  fight  hoifted  their 
colours  at  once,  and  one  of  them  fired  a gun.  We  like- 
wife  hoifted  our  colours,  fired  a gun  to  leeward,  and  in- 
ftanily  putting  about,  ftood  away  to  the  northward. 

Sunday  n.  On  the  i i th  we  croffed  the  line,  after  fpending  two 
years  and  nine  months  to  the  fouth  of  it.  The  calms  which' 
are  ufual  in  its  neighbourhood  did  not  retard  our  courfe, 
till  we  had  gained  near  four  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and 
lafted  from  the  i 4th  to  the  1 8th,  when  the  N.  E.  trade- 
wind  fet  in,  after  we  had  amufed  ourfelves  with  catching 
fomefliarks  and  a porpeffe,  which  the  crew  feafted  upon.  Of 
a very  numerous  collection  of  live  animals,  which  my  fa- 
ther had  collected  at  a great  cxpence  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  nearly  one  half  perilhcd  before  we  reached  thefe  la- 

1737.  Thij  map  wai  published  with,  a view  to  prove,  that  certain  fhoals  (now 
well  known  not  to  exifi)  caufcd  the  various  currents  obferved  in  that  part  of  the 
lea  1 and  the  tribe  of  French  phitofophers  have  built  many  fyflems  upon  it,  which 
are  confequcntly  very  ill  [upportii, 
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titudes.  Being  deGrous  of  preserving  the  reft,  lie  was 
obliged  to  put  himfelf  to  another  expence,  in  order  to  ref- 
cue  them  from  the  malice  of  the  Tailors,  who  had  ftily  and 
envioully  killed  moll  of  thofe  which  he  had  loft  before. 

The  trade-wind  carried  us  out  of  the  torrid  zone  in 
twelve  days,  and  lafted  us  five  days  more  ; the  fun,  which 
commonly  regulates  the  extent  of  this  wind,  being  in  the 
northern  figns.  On  the  4th  of  July  we  met  with  fqualls 
and  calms  alternately  ; and  the  next  day  had  a dead  calm, 
which  lafted  undifturbed  during  two  days,  and  was  inter- 
mixed with  light  airs  for  the  two  following  days.  The 
latitudes  where  thefe  calms  chiefly  reign,  are  named  the 
horfe  latitudes  by  mariners,  who  frequently  crofs  the  ocean 
from  Europe  to  America,  becaufe  they  are  fatal  to  horfes 
and  other  cattle,  which  are  tranfported  to  the  laft  mentioned 
continent ; inftances  frequently  happening,  when  the  calms 
have  lafted  a whole  month  without  being  interrupted,  ex- 
cept by  light  airs  of  a few  hours  duration. 

Having  obtained  a fair  wind  on  the  9th,  we  dire&ed 
our  courfe  towards  the  Azores,  commonly  called  the  Weftern' 
Iflands  in  Englilh  charts  ; and  on  the  1 3th,  at  four  in  the 
afternoon,  faw  the  lfland  of  Fayal.  Early  the  next  morn- 
ing we  flood  in  for  the  land,  and  gradually  came  in  fight 
of  the  lofty  lfland  of  Pico,  of  which  the  Ikirts  appeared  to 
be  covered  with  verdure  and  habitations.  Towards  feven 
we  drew  near  the  road  or  bay  on  die  lfland  of  Fayal,  where 
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julV'  Ihips  commonly  anchor.  The  Portuguefe  mailer  of  the 
port  came  off  to  us  in  a fmall  boat,  in  order  to  point  out 
a fecure  place  of  anchorage,  where  three  veffels  were  al- 
ready moored.  He  acquainted  us  in  French,  that  one  of 
thefe,  a fnow  under  Portuguefe  colours,  had  lately  arrived 
from  Para  in  the  Brafils,  having,  through  the  ignorance  of 
her  condudlor,  miffed  the  Cape  Verd  lflands,  to  which  flie 
was  bound.  Another  fmall  veffel,  which  did  not  (hew  any 
colours,  was  a North-American  Hoop.  The  third  was  the 
Pourvoyeufe,  a French  frigate,  whofe  captain,  M.  d'EIldle, 
with  great  politenefs  fent  a lieutenant  on  board,  to  offer  his 
fervices  to  captain  Cook.  After  coming  to  an  anchor,  an 
officer  was  fent  on  Ihore  to  the  commandant  of  the  fort,  in 
order  to  make  the  ufual  enquiry  with  regard  to  the  falute  ; 
but  after  being  detained  feveral  hours,  he  was  told  that  the 
fort  always  returned  two  guns  lefs  than  it  received,  for 
which  reafon  wc  did  not  think  proper  to  pay  the  compli- 
ment. The  American  floop  fet  fail  in  the  afternoon,  being 
greatly  apprehenlive  of  fomc  mifchance  from  us,  though 
we  were  inclined  to  be  at  peace  with  all  the  world. 

The  appearance  of  the  town,  from  the  fea  fide,  made 
nearly  the  fame  imprdfion  on  us,  as  that  of  Funchal  in 
Madeira.  It  lies  along  the  Ihore  of  the  bay,  and  rifes  in 
the  form  of  an  amphitheatre  upon  the  hill,  with  an  eafy 
Hope.  Its  churches,  monafleries,  forts,  and  flat-roofed 
houfes,  which  are  for  the  greatell  part  white,  produce  a 
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very  pleaGng  effeCt.  The  hills  beyond  the  town  are  fomc 
of  the  richeft  that  nature  and  induflry  ever  adorned.  They 
were  at  this  time  loaded  with  ripe  corn-fields,  interfperfed 
with  gardens,  groves,  and  various  buildings,  which  bore 
evident  marks  of  a great  population,  and  raifed  every  idea 
of  plenty.  There  are  two  forts  which  command  the  bay, 
one  at  each  extremity  of  the  town,  but  the  fouthernmoft  is 
the  moll  confiderable. 

Immediately  after  dinner  captain  Cook,  accompanied  by 
my  father  and  myfelf,  went  on  lhore  at  the  foot  of  the 
fouthern  fort.  We  were  no  fooner  landed  than  we  plainly 
difeovered  from  what  motives  the  Portuguefe  had  refufed 
to  return  an  equal  falute.  The  cannon  refled  on  rotten 
carriages,  which  it  was  not  prudent  to  expofe  to  the  fliock 
ofadifeharge  ; and  the  greater  part  of  them  were  placed  on 
a rampart,  which  was  infinitely  too  narow  to  be  fit  for  ufe. 
Befides  this,  we  were  afterwards  informed,  that  the  expence 
of  powder,  upon  fuch  occafiom,  was  deemed  fuperfluous  by 
the  prefent  oeconomical  miniftry  in  Portugal.  We  Walked 
through  great  part  of  the  town,  which  is  named  Villa 
da  Horta,  and  extends  a mile  and  a quarter  in  length, 
confiding  chiefly  of  one  irregular  flreet,  interfered  by  a few 
fmall  lanes.  The  pavement  is  made  of  large  Rones,  and 
tolerably  clean,  being  little  frequented.  The  houfes  arc 
contrived  exactly  in  the  fame  manner  as  thofe  of  Madeira, 
with  projecting  balconies  which  are  roofed  at  the  top,  and 
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have  lattices  that  may  be  lifted  up  occafionally,  fupplying 
the  place  of  windows.  After  we  had^ifited  the  churches,  of 
which  there  are  three,  dark  and  Gothic  like  thofe  of  Madeira, 
we  were  conduced  to  Mr.  Dent,  the  Englifh  deputy-conful, 
who  received  us  very  kindly,  and  offered  Mr.  Wales,  my 
father,  Mr.  Hodges,  and  myfelf  a lodging  in  his  houfe 
during  our  flay.  He  accompanied  us  next  to  the  different 
convents  within  the  town.  One  of  thefe  belongs  to  the 
Francifcan  Cordeliers,  who  are  twenty  in  number,  bcfides 
fevcral  lay-brothers  ; and,  according  to  their  own  account,  « 
teach  rhetoric,  philofopby,  and  divinity  to  the  children  of 
the  inhabitants.  Another,  fituated  on  an  eminence,  con- 
tains twelve  Carmelites,  with  their  lay-brothers.  The 
third  lies  on  a hill  above  the  town,  and  belongs  to  twelve 
Capuchins,  with  fome  lay-brothers.  The  fourth  is  placed 
in  the  heft  and  moft  confpicuous  part  of  the  town,  and 
was  formerly  the  college  of  the  Jefuits,  but  is  now  converted 
into  a court  of  juflice,  a part  of  it  being  referved  for  a pub- 
lic fchool.  It  cannot  be  expedted  that  learning  fhould 
flourifh  in  all  thefe  dreary  cells.  The  monks  being  here 
entirely  cut  off  from  the  means  of  acquiring  knowledge, 
are  content  to  live  comfortably  and  agreeably,  without  un- 
dergoing the  fatigues  of  fludy.  The  two  nunneries  next 
attracted  our  attention ; the  one  is  dedicated  to  St.  John, 
and  contains  one  hundred  and  fifty  nuns  of  the  order  of  St. 
Clara,  with  as  many  fervants.  They  wear  a long  cloak,  of 
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dark  brown  ferge,  over  another  of  white  callicoc.  Eighty  jVtt, 
or  ninety  nuns,  of  the  order  of  NoITa  Scnhora  de  Concei^aS, 
occupy  another  convent,  with  an  equal  number  of  fervants. 

They  wear  white  drefles,  and  have  a piece  of  blue  filk  fixed 
on  the  breaft,  together  with  an  image  of  the  Virgin  on  a 
filver  plate.  The  reception  which  we  met  with  at  their 
grates  was  very  polite ; but  we  could  not  converfc  with 
them  for  want  of  knowing  their  language.  Their  pro- 
nunciation was  very  fofr,  and  in  a finging  tone,  which  we 
fhould  have  taken  to  be  affected,  if  we  had  not  afterwards 
found  it  general  among  all  ranks  of  people.  The  features 
of  fome  were  very  agreeable,  and  their  complexions  fairer 
than  we  expefted,  though  in  general  rather  languid.  Reli- 
gion had  not  yet  fo  entirely  occupied  their  breall,  as  to  ex- 
tinguilh  every  fpark  of  corporeal  fire;  their  eyes,  which 
were  indeed  their  fineft  features,  flill  betrayed  an  attachment 
to  nature ; and  if  there  is  truth  in  the  hundredth  part  of 
the  accounts  which  we  heard  at  Fayal,  love  reigns  with  ab- 
folute  fway  in  the  midft  of  their  cloillers. 

After  walking  about  till  funfet,  we  returned  to  Mr.  Dent's 
houfe,  and  were  introduced  to  a Portuguefe  pried,  who  fpokc 
Latin  better  than  all  the  friars  in  the  different  convents, 
and  appeared  to  be  a very  intelligent  man,  whofc  inquifi- 
tive  turn  of  mind  had  got  the  better  of  many  prejudices 
which  were  common  among  his  countrymen.  lie  com- 
municated to  us  a Spanilh  literary  and  political  journal, 
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•us-  which  is  read  at  prefent  throughout  the  Portuguefe  domi- 
nions ; the  prime  minifter  having  prohibited  the  printing 
of  any  kind  of  gazette  or  news-paper  in  Portugal.  This 
regulation  greatly  contributes  to  keep  that  kingdom  in  pro- 
found ignorance,  which  is  the  only  fecurity  of  an  oppreffive 
government. 

The  next  morning  we  paid  a vifit  to  the  officers  of  the 
French  frigate,  who  lodged  at  the  houfe  of  Mrs.  Milton,  an 
Englifh  woman,  and  a widow.  This  good  lady,  hearing 
we  had  been  round  the  world,  fhed  a flood  of  tears,  and 
told  us  that  our  arrival  put  her  in  mind  of  the  cruel  death 
of  one  of  her  fons,  who  had  embarked  in  captain  Fur- 
neaux’s  (hip,  and  was  one  of  thofe  unfortunate  men  that 
were  killed  and  devoured  in  New  Zeeland.  The  circum- 
ftances  with  which  his  untimely  fate  was  attended,  are 
much  more  horrible,  according  to  the  ideas  we  imbibe  by 
education,  than  thofe  of  any  other  manner  of  death,  and 
could  not  fail  of  making  a deeper  impreffion  on  the  un- 
happy  parent.  Her  grief  was  likewife  of  that  genuine 
kind,  to  which  no  feeling  heart  can  refufe  a fympathetic 
tribute ; and  it  taught  us  to  refleft,  how  many  mothers  in 
Europe,  and  in  the  South  Seas,  have  had  reafon  to  wail  the 
lofs  of  their  fons,  and  to  execrate  the  enterprizing  fpirit  of 
mankind.  Mrs.  Milton,  refleifting  on  the  many  calamities 
which  had  embittered  her  life,  was  refolved  to  fecure  re- 
pofe  and  happinefs  for  her  daughter,  by  placing  her  in  one 
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of  the  nunneries  of  Fayal;  without  confidering  at  the  fame 
time,  that  the  world  has  charms  at  the  age  of  fourteen, 
which  lofe  their  attra&ive  power  at  fifty.  Her  daughter 
was  handfome  enough  to  difpute  the  palm  of  beauty  with 
all  the  Portuguefc  ladies  at  Fayal.  One  of  our  officers, 
therefore,  undertook  to  diffiiade  Mrs.  Milton  from  her  pro- 
jeiff,  and  allured  her,  in  very  blunt  terms  indeed,  that  fo  far 
from  doing  a meritorious  action,  fhe  would  incur  the  eter- 
nal difpleafure  of  heaven.  Whether  a feaman’s  admonition 
could  have  much  cffedl:  I leave  the  reader  to  determine  j 
Mrs.  Milton,  however,  received  it  with  good  humour ; 
and  the  converfation  which  followed,  gave  a convincing 
proof,  that  religious  motives  were  not  fo  urgent,  in  behalf 
of  her  daughter's  confinement,  as  thofe  of  private  intereft. 

From  hence  we  took  a walk  upon  the  hills  beyond  the 
town,  and  found  the  ground  extremely  well  cultivated,  all 
the  fields  being  enclofed  by  walls  of  flone,  in  fome  places 
cemented  together,  in  others  only  wrapped  in  mofs.  The 
people  chiefly  fow  wheat  of  the  bearded  fort,  of  which  the 
ears  were  very  large,  and  the  draw  of  no  great  length. 
Befides  this,  they  have  likewife  barley,  which  was  already 
houfed  ; and  maize,  or  Indian  corn,  which  grows  in  fome 
places  under  fine  groves  of  chefnut  trees,  that  greatly 
adorn  the  country ; but  where  it  Hands  in  open  fields,  they 
mix  it  with  French  beans.  Near  the  cottages  we  found 
fome  fields  of  cucumbers,  gourds,  melons,  and  water- 

4 F 2 melons. 


587 

« 775- 
Jo  LV. 


Digitized  by  Google 


588 


A VOYAGE  ROUND  THE  WORLD. 


1775- 

JULV. 


melons,  together  with  fafflor,  which  the  Ponuguefc  employ 
to  colour  their  eatables  yellow.  Their  orchards  fupply 
them  with  lemons,  oranges,  plums,  apricots,  figs,  pears,  and 
apples.  They  have  few  cabbages,  and  their  carrots  dege- 
nerate, and  turn  white,  which  obliges  them  to  fend  for  frelh 
feeds  to  Europe  every  year.  They  plant  abundance  of  po- 
tatoes by  the  exprefs  command  of  the  government,  and  fell 
them  very  cheap,  becaufe  they  do  not  like  to  eat  thcnii 
Large  fweet  onions,  and  garlick,  the  favourite  greens  of  the 
Portugucfc,  arc  plentiful  on  the  ifland;  together  with  the 
folanum  kcoperjicm,  the  fruit  of  which  they  call  tomatos,  and 
likewife  abundance  of  ftrawberries.  There  arc  a few  vine-- 
yards  on  the  ifland  ; but  the  quantity  of  wine  which  is  made 
is  inconfidcrable,  and  its  quality  very  indifferent.  Their 
oxen  are  fmall,  but  the  meat  very  good,  though  they  are 
employed  to  draw  the  plough  and  the  cart.  Their  fheep  are 
likewife  of  a very  fmall  breed,  but  the  mutton  well  tailed. 
Their  goats  and  hogs  are  long-legged ; and  bcfidcs  thefe, 
they  keep  abundance  of  poultry  of  all  forts.  Their  horfes 
arc  fmall  and  ill-looking ; but  affes  and  mules  arc  more  nu- 
merous, and  perhaps  more  ferviceable  in  this  hilly  ifland. 
The  roads  are  much  better  than  at  Madeira,  and  every  thing, 
upon  the  whole,  bears  evident  marks  of  greater  induftry. 
The  deafening  noife  made  by  their  carts  is,  however,  very 
difagreeable,  and  owing  to  their  aukward  conftru&ion. 
The  wheels  are  formed  of  three  large  clumfy  pieces  of 
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wood,  bound  by  iron,  and  fattened  to  a ftrong  axletrce, 
which  moves  therefore  together  with  the  wheels,  and  turns 
in  a round  hole  made  through  a fquare  piece  of  wood, 
which  is  tranfverfely  fixed  to  the  bottom  of  the  cart.  The 
cottages  of  the  common  people  are  built  of  clay,  and 
thatched  with  flraw ; and  are  fraall,  but  cleanly  and  cool. 
The  inhabitants  were  in  general  fairer  than  tliofc  of  Ma- 
deira ; their  features,  though  fimilar,  were  however  fome- 
what  fofter ; and  their  drefs  was  in  general  much  more  de- 
cent and  comfortable,  confiding  of  coarfe  linen  Hurts  and 
drawers,  with  blue  or  brown  jackets,  and  boots  on  the  legs. 
A fliort  jacket  and  petticoat  is  the  drefs  of  the  women, 
whofe  hair  is  tied  in  a bunch  behind,  and  whofe  features 
are  not  always  difagrceable.  When  they  go  to  town,  they 
put  on  a cloak  which  covers  their  heads,  leaving  only  a 
fmall  opening  for  the  eyes,  and  is  tied  round  the  waift. 
The  men  likewife  add  a broad-brimmed  hat  and  a cloak 
upon  thefc  occafions.  Wherever  we  came  we  found  them 
employed ; in  the  fields  reaping  their  corn,  or  at  home  in 
various  other  branches  of  hulbandry ; and  not  one  idle 
beggar  made  his  appearance,  by  which  means  the  differ- 
ence between  this  ifland  and  Madeira  became  flill  more 
linking.  We  rambled  to  fome  groves  and  wild  fhrub- 
b:rics  on  the  fummits  of  the  hills,  where  we  found  abund- 
ance of  myrtles  growing  wild  among  tall  afpen-trees,  and 
great  quantities  of  beeches,  which  being  called  faya  (fagus,) 
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in  the  Portuguefe  language,  have,  it  is  faid,  given  occafiotl 
to  name  the  ifland  Fayal.  The  profpeft  from  thefe 
eminences  was  very  delightful,  the  town  and  road  lying  as 
it  were  under  our'  feet,  and  the  ifland  of  Pico  oppofite,  at  the 
diflancc  of  two  or  three  leagues.  A number  of  canary- 
birds,  blackbirds,  and  other  fong-birds  were  heard  on  all 
fides ; and  their  harmony  was  the  more  enchanting,  as  it 
put  us  in  mind  of  thofe  European  fcenes  from  which  we 
had*  fo  long  been  abfcnt.  The  whole  country  was  filled 
with  a variety  of  birds,  among  which  we  particularly  no- 
ticed prodigious  numbers  of  common  quails,  fome  Ame- 
rican woodcocks,  and  a fmall  fpecies  of  hawks,  from 
whence  this  group  of  iflands  was  named  Azores,  that  being 
the  Portuguefe  name  of  a hawk.  The  prodigious  heat  of 
the  day  obliged  us  to  return  to  the  town  about  noon,  and 
to  take  flielter  in  the  lofty  cool  rooms  of  the  conful’s 
houfe.  I was  however  too  much  pleafed  with  the  appear- 
ance of  the  country  to  pafs  the  whole  afternoon  in  town, 
and  therefore  accompanied  Mr.  Wales,  Mr.  Patton,  Mr. 
Hodges,  and  Mr.  Gilbert  on  another  excurfion.  We  palled 
by  the  Capuchin  monaftery  of  St.  Antonio,  which  is  fituated 
on  the  hill ; and  being  particularly  defirous  of  feeing  a ri- 
vulet, which  would  naturally  cmbcllilh  the  landfcape  where 
it  flowed,  we  engaged  two  lively  boys  to  become  our  con- 
du&ors.  We  now  crolled  fome  romantic  hills  and  groves, 
where  Mr.  Hodges  took  fcveral  Ikctches,  and  foon  opened  a 
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fine  rich  plain,  laid  out  in  corn-fields  and  paflures,  in  the  jJ”*; 
mitlft  of  which  lay  the  village  of  Nofla  Senhora  de  la  Luz, 
furrounded  by  groves  of  afpen  and  beech.  When  we  had 
reached  this  place  we  feparated,  and  Mr.  Patton  and  Mr. 

Hodges  only  continued  to  walk  to  the  rivulet  with  me. 

We  were  fomewhat  disappointed,  when  we  faw  a very  deep 
and  broad  bed  of  a torrent  almoft  entirely  dry,  except  in  one 
part,  where  an  inconfiderable  brook  appeared  to  wind  its 
way  among  the  rocks  and  ftones.  However,  we  were  pre- 
vailed upon  by  our  conductors  to  go  down  into  this  hol- 
low, where  we  foon  found  a great  number  of  young  girls 
aflembled  about  the  head  of  the  Spring,  employed  in  draw- 
ing water.  Among  them  was  one  who,  by  her  fair  com- 
plexion and  drefs,  appeared  to  be  of  higher  rank  than  the 
reft  ; notwithftanding  this,  She  had  no  manner  of  advantage 
over  her  companions,  but  like  them  filled  her  pails  with 
water  from  the  fountain.  We  could  not  help  being  pleafed 
to  find  the  remains  of  patriarchal  fimplicity  among  a civilized 
people,  where  the  Superiority  of  rank  is  commonly  marked 
by  pride  and  indolence.  From  hence  we  walked  along  the 
bed  of  the  river,  which  we  were  told  is  filled  to  the  top  in 
winter,  when  heavy  rains  ufually  happen  in  this  ifland. 

The  people  told  us  they  expeCted  a Shower,  and  had,  for 
that  reafon,  laid  great  quantities  of  flax  in  bundles  into' 
the  dry  bed  of  the  torrent,  in  order  to  be  Soaked.  This 
flax  appeared  to  be  long,  and  of  a good  quality,  and  is  ma- 
, nufa&ured. 
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nufa&ured  into  coarfc  linens  on  the  ifland.  We  came 
back  to  town  much  fatigued,  when  it  began  to  grow  dark, 
after  having  called  ac  a pcafant’s  houfe  on  the  road,  where 
we  drank  fomc  of  the  common  wine  of  the  country,  which 
has  a bitter  tafte,  but  feems  to  be  very  wholefome.  The 
rain,  which  the  people  expected,  really  fet  in  as  foon  as  we 
were  returned  ; and  I was  told  it  would  be  of  infinite  value 
to  the  iflands  at  this  fcafon,  by  fwelling  the  grapes  with 
juice,  which  otherwife  remain  no  bigger  than  currants. 
During  my  abfence,  my  father  had  converfcd  with  fevcral 
Portuguefe,  cfpecially  with  the  clergyman  I mentioned  be- 
fore, from  whom  he  obtained  fome  particulars  relative  to  the 
Azores,  which  have  enabled  me  to  give  the  following  ac- 
count of  them. 

The  Azores  were  firft  difeovered  by  fomc  Flemifh  (hips, 
in  1439,  when  feveral  families  of  that  nation  fettled  at 
Fayal,  where  one  of  the  parifhes  flill  bears  the  name  of 
Flamingos.  For  this  reafon  fomc  of  the  old  geographers 
have  called  them  the  Flemifh  Iflands.  In  1447,  the  Por- 
tuguefe difeovered  the  ifland  of  St.  Maria,  which  is  the 
eaflernmoft  of  this  group,  then  St.  Miguiel  (Michael)  and 
next  Tcrceira.  Don  Gonzalo  Velho  Cabral,  commander  of 
Almuros,  fettled  on  Tcrceira  in  1449,  and  founded  the 
city  of  Angra.  The  iflands  of  St.  George,  Graciofa,  Pico, 
and  Fayal,  were  likewife  fucccflively  feen,  and  fettled  ; 
and  latl  of  all,  the  two  wefternmoft  of  the  group,  were 
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difcovered,  and  named  Flores  and  Corvo,  from  the  abun- 
dance of  flowers  on  the  one,  and  of  crows  on  the  other. 

Thefc  iflands,  which  arc  all  fertile,  and  at  prefcnt  in- 
habited by  an  indullrious  race  of  people,  are  commanded 
by  a governor-general,  who  refides  at  Angra  in  Terceira. 
The  prcfcnt  governor  was  Don  Anton  da  Almada,  who  is 
univcrfally  efteemed  on  account  of  his  good  nature,  and 
abhorrence  of  all  kinds  of  extortion  and  oppreflion.  In- 
flead  of  accumulating  a fortune  in  his  poll,  lie  has  fpcnt 
much  more  than  his  income,  living  in  great  fplendor  on 
purpofe  to  benefit  the  iflands,  for  which  reafon  he  was 
continued  fix  years  in  his  government,  though  it  is  cufto- 
mary  to  keep  it  only  three  years  in  the  fame  hands.  His 
fucccflbr,  Don  Luis  dc  Tal  Pilatus,  was  however  daily  ex- 
posed from  Lilbon,  together  with  a new  bifliop  of  Angra. 
The  bifliop’s  diocefe  extends  over  all  the  Azores,  and  he 
has  twelve  canons  in  his  cathedral.  His  income  is  paid  in 
wheat,  and  confifts  of  300  rniys,  or  mcafures  of  twenty-four 
bulhels.  Each  muy  at  the  lowed  is  worth,  four  pounds 
fterling,  confequently  he  has  at  lcaft  twelve  hundred 
pounds  fterling  a year.  Every  ifland  is  commanded  by  a 
Capiton  Mir,  who  is  a kind  of  deputy  governor,  or  com- 
mandant, and  direfts  the  police,  militia,  and  revenue.  A 
Jui-z  or  judge,  is  at  the  head  of  the  law  department  in  every 
ifland,  from  whom  they  appeal  to  a higher  court  at  Ter- 
ceira, and  from  thence  to  the  fupreme  court  at  Lifbon. 
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The  natives  of  thefe  iflands  are  faid  to  be  very  quarrel fomc, 
and  have  law-funs  conftantly  depending. 

The  illc  of  Corvo,  is  the  lead  of  the  Azores,  and  contains 
fearccly  fix  hundred  inhabitants,  who  chiefly  cultivate  wheat, 
and  feed  hogs,  exporting  annually  a fmall  quantity  of 
bacon. 

The  ifle  of  Flores  is  fomething  larger,  more  fertile  and 
more  populous.  Its  exports  amount  to  fix  hundred  mvys 
of  wheat,  befidts  a quantity  of  bacon.  But  as  no  wine  is 
made  in  both  thefe  iflands,  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to 
import  a quantity  for  their  confumption  from  Fayal.  A 
large  Spanilh  fliip  of  war,  richly  laden,  was  loft  upon  the 
coaft  of  Flores  many  years  ago;  her  crew  and  all  her 
treafurcs  however  were  faved.  Thefe  Spaniards  introduced 
the  venereal  difeafe  upon  the  ifland,  where  it  was  never 
known  before,  and  their  riches  being  an  irreflftible  temp- 
tation with  many  women,  every  individual  inhabitant  was 
foon  infc&ed.  To  expiate  this  crime  in  fomc  meafurc, 
they  have  built  a church  at  a great  expcnce,  which  is  now 
reckoned  the  handfomeft  building  in  all  the  Arrest  The 
evil  has  however  maintained  its  ground,  and  as  in  Peru,  or  in 
fome  parts  of  Siberia,  no  inhabitant  of  Flores  is  free  from  it. 

Fayal  is  one  of  the  larger  iflands  in  the  group,  being 
nine  leagues  long  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  about  four  leagues 
broad.  Its  prefent  commandant,  or  Capitan  Mir,  is  called 
Senhor  Thomas  Frnncifco  Bruin  de  Silveyra  ; he  has  the 
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character  of  a greedy  covetous  man,  and  always  lives  in 
the  country,  in  order  to  avoid  (hewing  civilities  to  Grangers, 
or  keeping  company  with  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  The 
judge  of  Fayal  was  then  cxpetrted  from  Portugal,  with  the 
new  governor-general.  The  head  of  the  clergy  on  the 
ifland,  is  only  ftyled  oviedor  or  auditor,  and  was  the  vicar  of 
the  principal  church  in  the  town. 

Learning  is  much  difcountenanced  at  Fayal,  as  in  all 
the  Ayores,  and  in  Portugal  itfdf.  M.  dc  Fleuricu  with  M. 
Pingrc,  the  French  aftronomer,  who  went  out  to  try  fome 
time-keepers,  were  not  permitted  to  land  their  inflruments 
at  Tcrceira,  it  being  apprehended  that  they  meant  to  do 
fome  mifchief  to  tire  ifland  *.  Upwards  of  two  years  ago, 
an  import  of  two  reys  f was  laid  on  each  cartari  of  wine,  made 
in  Fayal  and  Pico,  which  amounts  to  fomething  more  than 
a (hilling  per  pipe,  and  produces  about  one  thoufand  pounds 
a year.  This  revenue  was  to  be  raifed  under  pretence  of 
providing  the  falary  of  three  profcflbrs,  to  be  eftablilhcd  at 
Fayal,  after  undergoing  an  examination  at  Lifbon.  But  un- 
fortunately for  fciencc,  and  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland, 
the  money  was  no  fooner  collected,  than  it  was  applied  to 

* Our  aftronomer  did  not  expofe  himfclf  to  a refufal  ; but  Axed  the  quadrant, 
ana  obferved  in  the  garden  adjoining  to  the  confui's  houfc,  unknown  to  all  the 
Portuguefc. 

t A rty  is  about  the  twelfth  part  of  a penny  flcrling,  and  a tanari  is  fomewhat 
larger  than  a gallon. 
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a very  different  ufe,  and  now  ferve»  to  pay  and  fupport  the- 
garrifon,  which  nominally  confifts  of  one  hundred,  but  in 
effetfl:  of  only  forty  men,  without  either  difcipline  or  arms. 
In  confequence  of  this  abufe,  there  are  at  prefent  no  public 
inlliiutions  for  the  improvement  of  children,  and  thofe  only 
who  can  afford  to  pay  for  inftruftion,  can  give  their  children' 
a lettered  education.  There  is  a profeffor  appointed  indeed, 
who  has  paffed  the  examination  ; but  as  he  receives  no 
falary,  he  poorly  earns  his  bread  by  teaching  the  rudiment* 
of  Latin.  It  mull  be  confefled,  that  the  impoft  upon  the- 
wine,  is  not  the  only  one  which  is  mifapplied  in  thi* 
illand.  There  is  another  much  more  conliderable,  of  two 
per  cent,  laid  on  all  the  exports,  the  produce  of  which  is- 
intended  to  maintain  the  fortifications  in  good  repair.  How- 
ever, it  is  at  prefent  thought  fit  to  fuffer  the  batteries  to 
decay,  and  to  tranfmit  the  money  to  Tcrceira,  where  it  is 
not  better  employed.  One  tenth  on  all  the  produ&ions  of 
the  Azores  belong  to  the  king,  and  the  Angle  article  of 
tobacco,  which  is  monopolized  by  the  crown,  brings  in  a 
confiderable  fum.  The  poffeflion  of  thefe  illands,  fmall  as 
they  are,  can  therefore  never  be  indifferent  to  Portugal. 

Wheat  and  maize  are  the  chief  produdls  of  Fayal  ; and 
of  the  former,  it  fends  feveral  Ihip  loads  to  Lilbon  in  plen- 
tiful years.  Some  flax  is  likewife  raifed  there;  but  the 
wine  known  by  the  name  of  Fayal  wine,  is  all  raifed  on 
the  illand  of  Pico,  which  lies  dirctftly  oppofite,  and  has  no 
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harbour.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  Fayal  is  computed 
at  i 5000,  diftributed  in  twelve  parilhes  j and  one  third 
of  the  number  live  in  the  town,  or  Villa  da  Horta,  which 
contains  three  of  the  above  parifhes.  Its  road  or  bay  is 
reckoned  tolerably  fafe  in  fummer,  but  in  winter  it  is  open 
to  fouth  and  fouth-eaft  winds,  which,  I was  told,  blow  hard 
at  that  feafon.  However,  as  the  bottom  is  a good  fand, 
the  American  veflels  fometimes  ride  there  in  the  worft 
weather,  by  three  or  four  anchors.  • The  wine  of  Pico  is 
chiefly  carried  from  Fayal  to  North  America,  and  to- 
Brafil. 

The  ifle  of  Pico  has  its  name  from  the  peak  or  high 
mountain  upon  it,  which  is  frequently  capt  with  clouds, 
and  ferves  the  inhabitants  of  Fayal  nearly  the  fame  purpofe 
as  a barometer.  The  ifland  is  not  only  the  greateft,  but 
alfo  the  moft  populous  of  the  A9ores,  containing  30000 
inhabitants.  It  has  no  corn-fields,  being  every  where 
covered  with  vineyards,  which  have  a moft  enchanting 
appearance  on  the  eafy  flope  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 
The  corn,  and  other  neceflaries  for  the  confumption  of  the- 
natives,  are  therefore  * fupplied  from  Fayal,  moft  of  the 
principal  families  of  that  ifland  having  large  pofleflions  on 
the  oppofite,  or  weftern  part  of  Pico.  The  feafon  of  vintage, 
is  the  feafon  of  mirth  and  feflivity,  when  a fourth,  or  even 
a third  part  of  the  inhabitants  of  Fayal,  remove  to  Pico 
with  their  families,  down  to  the  fmalleft  domeftic  animals. 

It 
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It  is  affirmed  that  a quantity  of  grapes,  which  would  yield 
three  thoufand  pipes  of  wine,  are  eaten  at  that  time,  every 
perfon  indulging  his  tafle  with  this  delicious  fruit,  though 
no  people  arc  more  fober  and  frugal  at  their  meals  than 
the  Portuguefc.  Formerly  the  vintage  produced  annually 
30000,  and  fometimes  in  fortunate  years  37000  pipes 
of  wine  ; but  a kind  of  difeafe  attacked  the  vines  fome 
years  ago,  which  caufes  the  leaves  to  drop  off,  at  the  time 
when  the  grapes  require  to  be  flickered  from  the  fun  *.  Of 
date  however  they  have  recovered,  and  at  prefent  yield  from 
18000  to  20000  pipes  a year.  The  bcfl  wine  is  made 
on  the  wed  fide  of  the  ifland,  in  the  vineyards  which 
belong  to  the  natives  of  Fayal.  That  which  is  raifed  on 
the  oppofne  fide,  is  converted  into  brandy,  of  which  one 
pipe  is  made  from  three  or  four  pipes  of  wine.  The  beft 
fort  of  wine  is  tart,  but  pleafant,  and  has  a good  body, 
which  improves  greatly  by  being  kept  ; a pipe  of  it  is 
fold  on  the  fpot  for  between  four  and  five  pounds  fterling. 
A fmall  quantity  of  fweet  wine  is  likewife  made,  which 
they  call  f.jfcdi,  and  of  which  the  pipe  is  fold  at  the  rate 
of  feven  or  eight  pounds  flerling. 

St.  George  is  a fmall  narrow  ifland,  very  deep,  and  of 
confiderablc  height.  It  is  inhabited  by  5000  perfons,  who 

cultivate  much  wheat,  but  fcarcely  any  wine. 

> 

• I fufpeft  this  to  be  cm  fed  by  Conic  fpecics  ofjnfccU. 
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Graciofa  has  a more  gentle  flopc  than  the  former,  but  is  j”5;. 
Iikewifc  very  fmall,  and  chiefly  produces  wheat,  having 
3000  inhabitants.  A fmall  quantity  of  indifferent  wine  is 
likewife  made  on  it,  which  is  converted  into  brandy  ; from 
five  to  fix  pipes  of  wine  being  required  to  make  one  pipe 
of  brandy.  Graciofa  and  St.  George  likewife  have  fomc 
paftures,  and  export  cheefe  and  butter. 

Terceira  is  the  largeft  ifland,  next  to  Pico,  of  all  the 
Afores.  It  is  highly  cultivated  with  wheat,  and  likewife 
produces  fome  bad  wine.  As  it  is  the  refidence  of  the  go- 
vernor-general, and  of  the  fuperior  court  of  juftice,  as  well 
as  a bilhop’s  fee,  it  has  fome  kind  of  importance  above  the 
reft.  Its  inhabitants  are  computed  at  20,000,  and  its  ex- 
ports confift  in  wheat,  which  is  fent  to  Lifbon. 

St.  Miguiel  is  likewife  of  confiderable  extent,  very  fertile 
and  populous,  containing  about  25,000  inhabitants.  They 
cultivate  no  vines,  but  abundance  of  wheat  and  flax.  Of 
the  latter  they  manufacture  fuch  a quantity  of  coarfc  linens, 
that  three  fhip-loads  of  them  are  annually  fent  to  Braftl. 

The  linen  is  about  two  feet  wide,  and  the  vara*  of  the  com- 
mon fort  is  fold  for  about  one  (hilling  and  fix  pence,  which 
is  to  all  appearance  a very  high  price.  The  principal  place 
on  this  ifland  is  a city  named  Ponte  de  Gada. 

Santa  Maria  is  the  fouth-eaftermoft  of  all  the  Afores, 
and  produces  plenty  of  wheat.  The  inhabitants  amount 

• Portugucfe  yard, 
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earthen-ware,  with  which  they  fupply  all  the  iflands.  They 
have  likewife  built  two  fmall  fhips  lately,  of  wood  which 
grew  in  their  own  ifland. 

I flatter  myfelf  that  the  above  particulars,  though  infuf- 
ficient  to  give  a perfect  idea  of  the  Agores,  will  not  be  un- 
acceptable to  my  readers,  efpecially  as  thefe  iflands,  being 
feldom  vifited  by  Europeans,  are  little  known,  notwithftand- 
ing  their  fliort  diftance  from  us. 

We  palled  the  Sunday  in  vifiting  feveral  churches,  and 
accompanied  captain  Cook,  in  the  afternoon,  to  the  different 
convents.  Each  of  them  has  a church  annexed  to  it,  where 
we  commonly  faw  two  pulpits,  oppolite  to  each  other.  It 
is  ufual  here,  at  certain  Hated  times,  to  allow  the  devil  to 
defend  himfclf  in  one  of  thefie  pulpits,  whilft  he  is  arraigned 
in  the  other  -,  but  at  the  fame  time  it  may  be  fuperfluous  to 
mention,  that  Satan  is  always  fure  to  be  defeated,  though 
his  opponent  were  the  moll  ignorant  monk  that  ever  was 
fattened  in  a convent.  Mod  of  the  altars  are  made  of  cedar 
wood,  and  perfume  the  whole  church  very  agreeably.  In 
the  evening  we  faw  a great  proceflion,  at  which  all  the 
clergy  in  town  ailifled,  and  where  moft  of  the  principal  in- 
habitants likewife  took  part,  by  walking  in  black  gowns 
before  the  Hoft.  The  commercial  intercourfe  with  the 
North-Americans  feems  to  have  abated  the  fpirit  of  perfecu- 
tion,  of  which  the  church  of  Rome  is  fometimes  accufed 
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in  other  countries.  When  the  hofl  pafles,  no  perfon  is  in- 
fulted,  who  does  not  choofe  to  perform  an  aft  of  adoration ; 
and  flrangers  in  particular  are  treated  with  a degree  of  ci- 
vility on  this  fubjeft,  which  they  do  not  meet  with  in  the 
polite  but  flavifh  metropolis  of  France. 

We  took  a walk  the  next  morning  upon  the  hills  to  the 
northward  of  the  town,  which  furnifhed  fome  of  the  molt 
beautiful  profpefts.  All  the  roads  were  lined  with  tall 
fhady  trees,  and  on  both  fidcs  were  corn  fields,  gardens, 
dnd  orchards.  We  were  able  to  overlook  the  whole  plain, 
in  which  the  village  of  NofTa  Senhora  de  la  Luz  is  fituated, 
and  beyond  it  viewed  a ridge  of  hills,  which  lead  to  the 
highefl  part  of  the  ifland.  There  is  a deep  circular  valley, 
as  I was  informed  by  the  inhabitants,  on  the  fummit  of 
one  of  the  hills,  about  nine  miles  from  the  town.  This 
cavity  is  about  two  leagues  in  circumference,  and  its  (ides 
flope  uniformly  down,  covered  with  a rich  herbage,  where 
many  fheep  are  grazing  in  flocks,  which,  though  belong- 
ing to  private  perfons,  are  almofl  entirely  wild.  Rabbits 
and  quails  likewife  arc  plentiful  on  its  fides,  and  at  the  bot- 
tom there  is  a lake  of  frefh  water,  well  flocked  with  wild- 
ducks.  The  water  is  faid  to  be  about  four  or  five  feet  deep 
all  over  it.  This  excavation,  called  La  Caldeira,  or  the 
Kettle,  from  its  figure,  feerns  to  be  the  crater  of  a former 
volcano ; which  becomes  fo  much  the  more  probable,  as 
we  know  that  fome  other  volcanos  have  exifled  in  the 
Vol.  II.  4 H Ay-ores. 
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Azores.  That  remarkable  mountain,  which  rofe  to  the 
furface  of  the  fea,  forming  a new  ifland,  in  the  year  1638, 
dofe  to  the  iflands  of  St.  Michael,  was  doubtlefs  produced 
by  the  adtion  of  a very  powerful  volcano  ; and  though  it 
funk  again  within  a fliort  fpace  of  time  after  its  formation, 
yet  its  momentary  appearance  fufficiently  overthrows  the 
ailcrtion,  that  only  the  higheft  peaks  of  the  world  can  have 
internal  fires  *.  The  ifland  which  appeared  between  Ter- 
ccira  and  St.  Michael,  in  November  1720,  was  exadtly  of 
the  fame  nature,  and  confirms  the  above  circumftances. 
The  lofty  fummit  of  Pico  likcwife  conftantly  emits  a fmoke, 
which  we  were  allured  of  by  a Portuguefe  captain,  named 
Xaviers,  who  had  taken  the  pains  to  climb  to  the  top  ; and 
this  fmoke  may  be  fecn  on  fair  days  at  Fayal,  very  early 
in  the  morning.  Earthquakes  are  likewife  very  common 
at  all  the  Azores,  and  feveral  Ihocks  were  felt  at  Fayal  three 
weeks  before  our  arrival.  It  appears  therefore  that  almoft 
all  the  iflands  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  like  thofe  of  the  South 
Sea,  have  vefliges  of  former  volcanos,  or  ftill  contain  burn- 
ing mountains,  at  this  moment. 

* See  an  account  of  this  remarkable  volcano  in  the  Memoires  dc  1'Acad.  ue 
Paris,  dc  1721,  p.  26.  Ibid,  1722,  p.  12.  Phil.  Tranf.  abridged,  vol.  VI. 
p.  154.  and  Rafpc  Specimen  Hill.  Nat.  Globi  Terraquei.  Atnft.  1763.  p.  IIJ. 
The  lad  mentioned  author  has  collefled  every  thing  relating  to  the  hillory  of 
volcanic  iflands,  known  at  the  time  when  he  wrote  ' and  having  treated  the  fubjedt 
as  a man  of  fcicnce  and  genius,  his  book  is  very  fit  to  be  perufed  by  the  tribe  of 
fhallow  pretenders  to  knowledge,  who  drefs  in  borrowed  plumes. 
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Wc  returned  to  town,  after  vifiting  the  country-houfe  and 
gardens  belonging  to  one  of  the  principal  inhabitants, 
which  were  contrived  with  more  tafle  than  could  be  ex- 
pelled in  this  ifland.  We  were  extremely  fenfiblc  of  the 
heat,  which  was  very  great  at  this  feafon,  though  wc  came 
from  the  torrid  zone.  In  general,  however,  the  climate  of 
the  Azores  is  faid  to  be  very  happy,  falubrious,  and  tempe- 
rate. The  feverities  of  winter  are  never  felt ; the  winds  in- 
deed are  fometimes  boiflerous  at  that  feafon,  and  the  rains 
more  frequent,  but  froll  and  fnow  appear  only  on  the  higher 
parts  of  the  peak.  The  fpring  and  autumn,  as  alfo  the 
greateft  part  of  fummer,  are  reckoned  delightful ; fince  a 
fine  breeze  of  wind  commonly  cools  the  air  fufficicntly  to 
mitigate  the  heat  of  the  fun. 

In  the  afternoon,  M.  Eftrics,  the  French  conful,  went  with 
me  to  the  convent  of  St.  Clare,  where  his  whole  family  paid 
a vifit  to  his  fillers,  who  had  taken  the  veil.  I was  much  fur- 
prifed.that  not  even  the  female  relations  were  admitted  within 
the  parlour  grates,  as  this  degree  of  rigid  fequellration  is  un- 
common. It  is  cuflomary  for  the  nuns  to  offer  their  vifitors 
fome  dainties  to  eat,  but  here  they  ferved  up  a whole  rcpalf, 
which  confided  of  fevcral  rich  and  lufeious  dilhes.  That  the 
mind  can  be  at  eafe,  and  difppfed  to  fpiritual  meditation, 
when  the  body  is  exhaufled  with  abfiinence  and  watching, 
feems  to  be  improbable  ; but  whether  the  oppofitc  extreme, 
the  luxury  of  a well  furnilhed  table,  is  better  fuited  to  that 
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j’lV;  principal  intent  of  monaltic  life,  may  be  doubted  with  equal 
jultice. 

The  next  day,  about  noon,  having  taken  leave  of  all  our 
acquaintance,  we  returned  on  board  with  the  conful,  and  fe- 
veral  Ponuguefc,  who  honoured  us  with  their  company  at 
dinner ; we  pafled  the  afternoon  very  agreeably,  their  con- 
verfation  being  eafy  and  chearful,  the  reverfe  of  that 
haughty  taciturnity  which  is  the  general  charadter  of  the 
Portuguefe  nobility  at  Madeira.  They  were  put  on  Ihorc 
in  the  evening,  and  at  four  the  next  morning  we  weighed, 
and  fet  fail  with  a fair  wind. 

v/cJnefd.  19.  We  palled  by  the  iflands  of  St.  George  and  Graciofa,  and 
came  in  fight  of  Terceira  at  noon.  About  three  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  we  failed  along  its  north  fide,  which  exhibited 
the  richeft  corn-fields,  and  various  villages  furrounded  by 
trees.  We  took  leave  of  it  in  the  evening,  and  then  diredted 
our  courfe  to  the  channel.  On  the  2 9th,  at  four  o’clock, 
we  faw  the  Start  Point  and  Eddiltone  light-houfe  near  it, 
the  fame  parts  of  the  Englilh  fhores  which  we  had  laft  feen 
sund.7  30.  at  the  beginning  of  the  voyage.  The  next  morning  we 
palled  through  the  Needles,  and  fwiftly  failing  between  the 
Ifle  of  Wight  and  the  fertile  Ihores  of  Hamplhire,  came  to 
an  anchor  a little  before  noon  at  Spithead. 

Thus,  after  cfcaping  innumerable  dangers,  and  fuller- 
ing a long  feries  of  hardlhips,  we  happily  completed  a voy- 
age, which  had  lafied  three  years  and  fixteen  days ; in  the 
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courfe  of  which,  it  is  computed  we  run  over  a greater  fpace 
of  fea  than  any  (hip  ever  did  before  us  ; fince,  taking  all  our 
tracks  together,  they  form  more  than  thrice  the  circum- 
ference of  the  globe.  We  were  likewife  fortunate  enough 
to  lofe  only  four  men ; three  of  whom  died  by  accident,  and 
one  by  a difeafe,  which  would  perhaps  have  brought  him  to 
the  grave  much  fooner  had  he  continued  in  England  *. 

The  principal  view  of  our  expedition,  the  fearch  after  a 
fouthern  continent  within  the  bounds  of  the  temperate 
zone,  was  fulfilled  ; we  had  even  fearched  the  frozen  feas 
of  the  oppofite  hemifphere,  within  the  antardlic  circle,  with- 
out meeting  with  that  vaft  tradl  of  land  which  had  formerly 
been  fuppofed  to  exift.  At  the  fame  time,  we  had  made  an- 
other difeovery  important  to  fcience,  that  nature  forms  great 
maifes  of  ice  in  the  midft  of  the  wide  ocean,  which  are 
deftitute  of  any  faline  particles,  but  have  all  the  ufeful  and 
falubrious  qualities  of  the  pure  element.  At  other  fcafons 
we  explored  the  Pacific  Ocean  between  the  tropics,  and  in 
the  temperate  zone ; and  there  furnifhed  geographers  with 
new  iflands,  naturalifts  with  new  plants  and  birds,  and, 


•From  the  bills  of  mortality  in  Europe,  it  is  computed  that  three  men  in  a hun- 
dred annually  die ; according  to  which,  we  fhould  have  loft  at  leaft  ten  men.  There- 
fore, notwlthftanding  the  belt  precautions  may  be  taken  for  the  future,  yet,  from 
the  chance  or  probability  of  events,  another  (hip  may  not  preferve  her  men  in  the 
fame  proportion  as  ours ; and  it  would  be  extremely  rafti  to  fuppofe  that  this  excep- 
tion could  always  be  produced,  merely  by  the  prophylaxies  and  antifeorbutics  we 
bad  on  board. 
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above  all,  the  friends  of  mankind  with  various  modifica- 
tions of  human  nature.  In  one  extreme  we  faw,  and  not 
without  compaflion,  the  dull,  hungry,  deformed  favages  of 
Tierra  del  Fucgo,  incapable  of  guarding  again#  the  feveri- 
tics  of  their  wretched  climate,  and  having  their  mental  fa- 
culties reduced  to  that  miferable  fituation  which  places  them 
next  to  brutes.  In  the  other,  the  happier  tribes  of  the  So- 
ciety Iflands,  beautifully  formed,  placed  in  a delightful  cli- 
mate, which  fupplies  all  their  wants  ; fcnfible  of  the  ad- 
vantages of  a well-ordered  focicty,  affectionate  towards  each 
other,  and  accuftomed  to  gratify  their  fenfes,  even  till  they 
lead  to  exceffcs.  From  the  contemplation  of  thefc  different 
chara&ers,  the  advantages,  the  blcffings  which  civilization 
and  revealed  religion  have  diffufed  over  our  part  of  the 
globe,  will  become  more  and  more  obvious  to  the  impar- 
tial enquirer.  lie  will  acknowledge,  with  a thankful  heart, 
that  incomprehenfiblc  goodnefs  which  has  given  him  a 
diftinguifhed  fuperiority  over  fo  many  of  his  fellow- 
creatures,  who  follow  the  impulfc  of  their  fenfes,  without 
knowing  the  nature  or  name  of  virtue ; without  being  able 
to  form  that  great  idea  of  general  order,  which  could  alone 
convey  to  them  a juft  conception  of  the  Creator.  Upon  the 
whole,  nothing  appears  more  evident,  than  that  the  addi- 
tions to  the  flock  of  human  knowledge  which  have  been 
made  during  this  voyage,  however  confiderablc  they  may 
be  when  put  in  competition  with  what  was  known  before, 
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are  of  fmall  moment  when  compared  with  the  immenfe  ju”t 
variety  of  unknown  objetfts  which,  even  in  our  prefent  con- 
fined fituation,  are  ftill  within  our  ^reach,  and  which,  for 
ages  to  come,  will  probably  open  new  and  extenfive  fields, 
where  the  human  foul  will  have  room  to  expatiate,  and 
difplay  its  faculties  with  fuperior  luftre. 

■ — Vedi  infieme  l’uno  e l’altro  polo, 

Le  ftelle  vaghe  e lor  viaggio  torto  ; 

£ vedi,  ’1  vedcr  noflro  quanto  e corto  I Pitrarca. 

' \ . •.  » 
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